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TRANSCRIPT (PARAPHRASED) OF CONFERENCE BETWEEN GENERALISEIMO STALIN
AND MR. STASSEN APRIL 9, 1947 (11:00 = 12:20 p.m.). PRESENT WERE:
MESSRS. MOLo'rovg PAVLOV (INTERPRETER), COOKE, and MATTESON.,

67 ﬁz /{,n wWrtiaag Ll g ‘LI-Li' F &) ptt l,".,;_;\

HES: this European trip of miﬁe, I'am interested in studying
conditions of an economic nature. In this regard, the relations between
the US and the USSR are very important. I realize that we have two
economic systems that are different - the USSR with ite planned economy
and socialized state and the US with its free economy and regulated
capitalism are very different. I would be interested to know if you
think these two economic systems can exist together in the same world
and cooperate with each other?

S: Of course they can. The difference between them is not of essen-
tial 1mportance so far as cooperation. The systems in CGermany and the
U8 are the same but war broke out between them. The US and USSR systems
are different but we didn"t wage”ggairst each other and the USSR does
not propose to. If during war they could cooperate, why can't they
today in peace? Given the wish to cooperate, of course, but if there is
no desire to cooperate even with the same economic systems, they may
fall out as was the casc with Germany.

' LT :

HES: Of course they can cooperate if they, have the desire to, but
th$§? have been %§n3 statements about not being able to, such as those

eneralisei*o ‘before the war. But is it now poss1b1e that the Fasciit
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5: It's rot possible that 1 collld have said that the two economic
systenms could-not cooperate, Thosc ideas were expressed by Lenin. I might
have said that one system was reluctant to cooperate, but that concerned
only one side. But as to the possibility of cooperation, I adhere to .
Lenin who expresscd both the possibility and the desire of cooperation.
As to the desire of the people to cooperate on the part .of the USSR and

the Party, it is possible - and the two countries will benefit only by
this cooperation.

HES: That is clear. The statements I refer to are those made by
you at the 18th Party Congress - s}atemnnts about "capitalist encir-.
clement® and "monopoly". I assume your ‘statement bt the defeat
of Fascist Germany and Japan have now changed that situation.

S: There was not a single Party Congress or plenary session atl
which I could have said cooperation between the two systems was ruled
out. I might have said there was encirclement and danger of attack
but it's a cuestion of desire or lack of desire on the part of one
country and if there is no desire to cooperate ‘then there is a danger,
For example, concerning the time when the Germans attacked us. That
concerns the sphere of desires. We cooperated with Germany and then
she attecked us. This showed she didn't want to cooperate, Otherwise,
we would have cooperated with her as with anyother country. One should
drew the line between the possibility and the desire to cooperate.
There is always the poseibility but not always the desire to cooperate,

“And if one country decides not to want to cooperate, then war is



the result.
HES; It must be mutual, .

S: Yes. I want to bear tastimony to .the fact that Russia wants
to cooPerate.

HES: I wish to point out with reference to your earlier state-

ment that there was a great difference between Germany and the US at
the time she started the war.

S: There ‘was a difference in government but no difference in the
economic systems. The government was a temporary factor.

HES: Yes, this difference,of Qmperialism, the deyelopment of
monopoly, and the oppression of workers are the ev1ls Smﬁgg by the
Nazis., It seems to me we have in America been successful in prevent-
ing the monopoly of capitalism and the imperialistic trend and that
workers have made greater use of the strength of the vote than either
Marx or Engels thought they could make - and this regulation of
monopoly makes the situation quite different from that which existed:
in Germany.

S: Let us not criticize mutually our systems. Everyone has the
right to follow -the system he wants to. establish. Which is better
will be said by history. We should respect the systems chosen by
the people and if one is good it should be chosen by the American
people. To cooperate one doesn't need the same systems. -One should
respect the other system when approved by the people. Only on this
basis can we secure cooperations Only if we criticize, it will lead
us tbo far. As for Marx and Engels, they were uneble to foresee
what would happen 40 years after their death. But we should adhere
to mutual respect of people, ‘the American people call us totalitarian,
Our people call the American system a monopoly capitalism. If we
‘start swearing at each other, it will lead to no cooperation. We
must start from the historicak fact that there are two systems and
then get cooperation. As to propaganda, I am not a propagandist but
a business-1like man. We should not be sectarians. When phe people 4
wish to change the systems they will do so, When we met w1th Roos~ ﬁ&
evelt to discuss the questions of war, we didn't call each other :
names. We established cooperation and succeeded in defeating the Sﬂ
enemy. s jwb“

aa AN
HES: Yes, that sort of criticism has been @A cause of AWAT .
Do you look forward in the future to greater exchange of 1d°as, of
students and teachers, of artists, of tourists, if there is cooper-
ation? , _

8: This will happen inevitably if cooperation is established.
For an exchange of goods will lead to an exchange of people.

HES: Some problems have arisen in the past between us becauge
of a lack of desire on your part to exchange 1d ke the
censorship of our foreign correspondents here, :%ﬁéﬁ of o
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a New York Herald Tribune correspondent here have contributed to
a2 lack of understanding between our peoples.

S: That is true about the New York Herald Tribune. Most American
‘coprespondents have an ill mood towards us., But this Herald Tribune
case is an eccident., It is an outstanding newspaper. It's an accident
and not our policy.

HES: It is & leading Republican newspaper and one that assumes

even greater importance now that the Republicans have a majority in
Congress.
S: It is all the same to us. We don't see anyyaqfference between
~ the Republicans and the Democrats. We held a conference at Teheran
where good work was done by us in a friendly atmosphere. Yet one
coprespondent said Wdrshal Timoschenko was present and that I struck
Marshal Timoschenko at dinner - but this is a childlike fabrication
. and are we supposed to praise this correspondent? There were witnesses
guch as Churchill, Beaverbrook (?), etc. there who saw that no such
thing happened. We celebrated the 69th birthday of Churchill at that
dinner. Are we expected to trust such correspondents? We don't think
US.ie to blame but such things happen and create ill-feeling.

- _
HES:/QHir80§ngpondents who make such mistakes but the other
correspondents correct this mistake and the people learn to know who
— 4. BTG reliable and who are not relia“lg)and so we find the people
i U Nun1tirg in a great war effort.

8: That is true. : . ~
,,;,ﬁda--*ll
HES: Whenever a newspaper correspondent makes g clearly, incorrect
agﬁhgnt his newspaper will recall him,and 'iewspapegrwill
Aake—aut an sble, fair staff of correspondents.

S: In the beginning they write sensational qtories, make money
on them, and publish them.

HES: Foreign trade; éﬁﬁﬁﬁe, cultural ezchange are places where
the two systems must find ways of fitting together. .

S: That is true.

H ﬁ*fan thet if stories came ont without cemsorship, it
would g&f%'c s and be a better basic for cocperation ard understant-
ing by our peoples than any other basis.

S: It will be difficult in our country to dispense with censor-
ship. Molotov tried to do it several times. We had to resume it and
each time we repented it. Two years ago iy the autumn censorship
was repealed. 1 was on leave and they started to write stories
that Molotov forced me to go on leave and then they wrote stories
that I should return and fire him. These stories depicted the USSR
as a sort of zoological garden. Of course our people got angry and

* they had to resumé censorship.
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> H: As I see it then, you think it is possible that there be cooper-
ation provided that there is & will and desire to cooperate?

S That is quite correct.

HES: In the development of the standard of living, mechanization
and electrification are of great importance and the new development

of atomic energy is of great imp*tance to all peoples of the world. I
feel that the matter of inspection, controls, and outlawing for war

the use of atomic energy is of great importance to all peoples of the
world. Do you feel that there is reasonable prospect of -working out
agreements in the longterm future for the develcpment of atomic energy?

8: I hope for this. There are big differences of views among us
but in the long run I hope we shall come to an agreement. International
control and inspection will be established in my view and it will be
of great 1mportance. The peaceful use of atomic energy will bring great
technological changes., It is a very great matter. As for the use of
atomic energy for war purposes, it will be a problem in the long run
that will be met by the consciences of the people and it will be
prohibited.

HES: Yes that is one of our important problems and if solved it can
be of great aid and if not a great curse to the people of the world.

S: I think we shall succeed in establishing international inspect-
jon and control. Things are leading up to it,

HES: 1 appreciate the opportunity of talking with you.
S: I am at your disposal. We Russians respect our guests.

HES: I had an informal talk with Mr. Molotov at the Ban Francisco
Conference and it developed into an invitation to visit Russia.

S: Things are in very bad shape in Europe as a whole. Is that
true? ' =y ' :

HES: Yes in general but there are some that are not so bad. Switz-
erland, Czechoslovekia,

S: That's a small country.

HES: Yes large countr%es are in & very different position. Their
Jemmwe Problems are currency, s=* supply of food.

5: Europe is a land where there are many plants but a great lack

s of raw materials - the shortege of food and raw materials is the
tragedy.
HES: TheyblAs:low production of coal in the Rubir Ras camvues
a 'w 71}(' E Ara ausaphs .

S: Yes., It is very strange..

HES: It is fortunate that we have such large production of coal
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in the USK We have shipped much to Europe. We are mining 2 million
tons of /coal a day.

S: Things aren't bad in the US. America is protected by two
oceans., In the north there is a weak country, Canada, and to the

goruth a weak country, Mexico, and so you need not be afraid. After
the war of Independence, US didn't have another war for 60 years and
that was a great help. America's population is made up of such people
as fled from monarchy and tyranny ané kings and landowners and that
was also a great help and that is why America developed in leaps and
bounde. - .

HES: My ownjJgrandfather fied from rilitarism in Czechoslovakias
E- . @f course; the geographical position has been of great assist-
ance to the US. And we have been fortunate that the enemy has been
defeated far from our shores. We haWe been able to'reconvert and
_ resume great production since the war. Our problem now is to see that
we dondt have a depression and an economic crisis,

S: Do you expect a crisis?

HES: I do not. I believe we can regulate our capitalism and
stabilize our employment at a high level without any serious crisis.
But it is the main problem to avoid that development in our economiec
system., But with wise policies in government and learning the lessons
of 1929 and the thirties, we should have a regulated, but not a

monopolistic, capitalism with which we can avoid the crisis.

S: The Government must be vested with wide bowers to accomplish
that. The CGovernment must be strong and adopt broad measures.

HES: Yes, and the people must understand the measures of stabiliz-
ation(ﬁﬁ support #fthe economic system. It is 2 new problem as there
hasn®dt been a parallel to it in -the economic systems of the world.

S: There is one favorable condition for the US in that 2 compet-
itors in the world market - Japar and Germany - have been wiped out.
So the demand for American goods will grow and create favorable
conditions for American development. Such marketc as Furope, China,
Jepan are'open to the US and will be helpful to it. No such condit-
ions have existed before.

niu. .n the other hand, those areas have no means of payment and
so are & drain on us. But the removal of two imperial threats are a
great boon to us and other countries of world from the standpoint of
peace. And of course world trade has not in the past been a large

factor to the US. Our markets have been at home or in our own hemis-
rhere.

S: About 10% of American production was exported before the war
and now also South America is also a market. As to the capac1ty to
purchase goods, I think there are merchanta who will find the capacity

i ey for them and they will ell easants. I think the mercphant
J}ﬁiégse couﬁ%rles havéyaccumu at % i&xunnzx cash to pay with.
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So US exports will increase to 20%, is that not correct?

- HES: No.
€: Do you mean that?

HES: Yes, I think 154. Most merchants have accumulated local.
money, which in most instances is blocked and not good for movement
from one couniry to another. So it won't be over 15%.

S: Still if you take into consideration the-volume of your
production that isn't a small figure.

HES: No.

. 8: Do American industries have a lot of orders? Is that true?
And that American factories can't jeep pace with them and that all .
factories are running at 100%? Is that true?

HES: Yes but it is largely domestic.
S: But that'is the most- important.

HES: Food, women's clothing, and shoes are catching up but in
machine tools, automobiles, locomotives,| they are way behindfeovdi.
' ) miteda
S: Magazine gnalysts and the American press carry open re-
poets to the effect that an economic crisis will bresk out.

HES: Yes there have been those reports in the paper. Also
reports that there would be 8 million unemployed after the war,
but they were wrong. The problem is one of levelling off at high
prodyction and stabilizing without getting an économic crisis.

.

S: The regulation of production? »

HES: Right. There are those who say there will be & depression
but I am optimistic ané sey we can avoid a depression for I find a
broader urderstanding by the people of ‘regulation than before;

5: But what about business men? Will they be prepared to be
regulated. and restrained?

HES:" No, They will have objections.

S: Yes, they do. e

HES: But they understand1&929aégould not be repeated and they
understand better now the regulations concerning business. It
requires a great amount of regulation and decisions and then wise
actiog by the government.

.

S: That is true.
HES: But all systems and all foyms of government require that.
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I1f bad mistakes are made under any kind of government then it is ba&§
o ‘Yes.

HES;-Japan and Germany demonstrated this.

S: Yes, warlords guided economy and they didn't understand any-
thing about the economy. The war leader in Japan nnly knew how to
wage war.,

HES: Yes. 1 appreciate this opportunity of talking with you and
“and the time you have given mes

S: How long are you going to be in the USSR?

HUES: I want to go to kiev tomorrow and then tp pay my respects
to the gallant fefenders of Stalingrad and go out by way of Leningread.
| was in the Pacific at the time of Stalingrad. '

g: Admiral Nimitz was & great commander. Have you been in
Leningrad? : | :

HES: No. We are going out that way.

: S: 1 got a lot out of this conference. You know I was forced to
become a military man. 1 was diverted.from economics.
o e & orp s Y Pyt g™ o) ol s
HES: Generalissimo, do I have your permission to speak about
this conference with the newsmen when 1 see them? :

S: Why not? There is nothing to hide.

END
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qﬁiilliluulﬁ-Tranacrip of Conference between Generaa:ssimo Stalin*j

and Harold E. Stassengipril 9, 1947 (11:00f 12:90 &.m.) Presednt

were Foreign uinia T Molotov vlov (Interpre er? Jay ,6odke and
Robert -Matteson, {e it )'_ , " rﬂg&&/

{l

on this Buropeen trip I am particulmtyy interested in studying

eonditions of an economic nature. In this regard, of course, the

relations of the USAand the USFR are very important. I realize that
we have two economic systems that are very different. The USER

with the Communist Party and with its planned economy sand soeialized

collective state and the USA with its free economy and rﬁgﬂlatad

private capitalism are very different., I would be interested to
know 1f you think these two emonomic systems can exlst together in
the sjgiﬁﬂfdern world in harmony with each otherst

Q)quﬁaQQ’br course they can. The difference between them is not of
essentiel importance so rar as cooperstion, ‘fhe systems in Germany\
and the Unilted “tates are the same but war broke gyt between then,
The UB and USFR systems are different but we didn'ﬁ wage war ageinst
each other and the USSR does notE propose to, If during the war
they could cooperate, why can't they today in peace? Given the wish
to cooperate, c¢f course, but if there is no desire to cooperste
even with the same economic systems, they may fall out as was the case
with Germany.

/&%zaugiia I believe, of courﬂﬁyﬁhay can cooperate if they both have the
desire to, but there have been many statememts about not being able
togooperate., Some of theee were made by the Generalissime himself
before the war. But is it possible now that the Fascist Axis has
been defeated that the situation has changed?

S}ﬁi&aiﬂ}r' It's not possible that I ssld that the two economic systems

if eould not cooperate, Cooperation ideas were expres:e& by Lenin.

T might have said that one system was reluctant to cooperate, but

that concernfd only one side, Butl as to the possibility of

/

ceneralls:imo Stalin, éz{
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AL T L

- Ll
cooperation, I adhere to Lenin who expressed both the possiblilty and
the desire of cooperation, As to the desire of the people to cooperate
on the part of the USSR and the Party, it is possible- anu the two
countrics will benefit only by this cooperation.

&fg%g?‘ That;1ls clear. Ehe statements I referred to are those made by
you at the lﬂthn:arty Congress in 1939 cnd the Plenhry Seddion in 1937~
statements aboutmcapltalist encireclement™ and "monopoly." I assume from
your statement ﬂcw that the defeat of Fabeist Germany and Japan have
now changed that situation,”

$x1§%% There was not a single “arty Congress or "lenary Ffession at which
I could habe sald cooperation between the two systems was ruled out.
T might have said there was enocirclement and danger of attack, but it's
a gquestion of desire or lack of desire on the part of one country and
if there is no desire to copperate then there is a danger. For exauple,
concerning the time when the Germans attacked us, That concerns. the
sphere of desires. We cooperated with Germany and then she attasked us,
Th8d showed she did not want to cooverate@ Otherwise we would have
cooperated with her as with any other country. One should draw the line
between the possibility and'the desire to cooperate., There is always
the nossibility but not alwasys thedesire to cooperate, And if one
country decides not to want to cooperate, HiM war is the result.

% It must be mutual,
8 Yes, I want to bear testimony to the facet that Russia wants
io cooperate.
¥Wee: T wish to point out with reference to your earlier atatemany?tnat
there was a great difference between Germany and the United States at tle
tinn}aﬁgﬂbwagted the war,
' There was a differencd in government but no difference in the

econcmic systems, The government was a temporary factor,

¥2$: T do not agree, Yes there was a difference of eoonomi7kystems too.

:Z-
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Imperialism, the develppment of state monopoly, and the oppression of

workers are the evils of capitolism practiced by the Nuzis, It seems

to me we have been suooéssrul in Americea in preventing the monopoly of
capltalism and the impeef§ialistic trend and that the workers have made
greater progress through use of the strength of their vote'anéigz%edom

[
than Kerl Marx or PFrederick Engels thought they m::mJ.del e - and this

regulation of free capital and prevehtion of monopoly, es thaqwm
economic aituationtguite different from that which existed in Germany,
e Let us not criticlze mutually our systems, Fveryone has the rightu
to follow the system he wants to establish, Which is better will be
sald by history. We should respcct the systems chosen by the pebple
and if one is good i1t should be chosen by the American people, To
coonerate one does not need the same systams; One should respect the
other system when approved by the people, Only on this basis can we
secure cooperation, Only if we criticise, it will lead us too far, As
for Marx and Enrels, they were unable to foresee what would happen
LO years after their death, But we should &dhere to mutual respect
of people, The Amergcan people call us totalitarian, Our pecple call
the American system a monopoly capitalism. If we start swearing at
each other, 1t will lead to no cooperation. We must start from the
historical fact that there are two syatems and then get cooperation,
Ag to propaganda, I am not a propagandist but a business-llke man,
We should not be sectarians. When the people wiah" to chhnge 8&he
systems they will do so. When we met with Roosevelt to discuss the
questions of war, we did not call each other names, We established

. eooperation and succeeded in defeating the enemy.

’Aﬁ&éﬁgﬂz iﬂjpvihat sort of criticism has been a cause of misunderstanding
after the war., Do you look forward in the future to:éreatei exchange
of ideas, of students and teachers, of artists, of tourists, if there is

cooperation?

3
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.G5¥ This will happen inevitably if cooperation is established. For

an exchange of goods will lead to an exchange of peocple. 4/ —
___,_.-——"""-"_-————-_ ""'—-—-—-..___.,_______‘___ e — ’

< HES: Shstzfoblems have arisen between us in the pasggbeﬁéhée“ﬁf'a lack

of desire oh your part to exechange ideas - like thgﬁéensorghip of our
foreign correéfapdents here. Instances also forféiample of the refusal
of a New York Hereld Tribune correspondent here have contributed to a
lack of understandigg\pftween.our pDeoples. ‘

cS: (After questioningﬂmr. Molotov.) That is true about the New

o
York Herald Tribune. Most American ccrrespondents have an ill mood

o~

towards us. But this Herald Tribune case is an accident. It is anf R r’/ \?

outstanding newspaper. It's an accident and not our policy. A]r;rv}f’ f
AL

L

AES (Smiling) It is a leading Republioan newspaper add one that ¥
assumes even greater impoetance now thafﬂthe Republicans have a majority
in Congress. \\

GS.(emiling) It is =211 the same to us. We &Q not see¢ and big difference

between the Republicans and the Democrats, We\ held a conference ef

the Three Powers at Teheran where good work was
eatmosphere, Yet one correspondént said Marshal Timoschenko was present
and. t%ifl Ezf%ﬁf'varshall Timoschenko at dinner - bgt this was (a st
childigh fabricaticn)and are we supposed to praise tn1§ 001responaent°
There‘ﬂgnggﬁﬁz;witnesses such as Churchill, Jgﬂ’éh' ket + , ete, there
who saw that no suech thing hhppened We celebrated the 69th birthday

of Churchill at that dinner. Are weDSiBegfed to trust such correspondents
e do not think the United Siates “is to blame but such thingé\?&ppen

and create ill-feeling. N\

HES® There afe corréspondents who make such misstatements but th@-other
coreesnondqnts correct tneqe misstatements ana the people learn to~\

know who are resvnonsible and who are not responsible, and thus we flng

the people understanding and uniting, as they did in the great war effort.

GS: Tﬁa* is true,.

HEF:JWhenever a newspaper correspondent makes a E}Garly intentional My

/
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Transcript of Press and Cen
\between Generayissimo Stali
Wpril 9, 1947, /11:00 P.M. ©
Foreign Ministgr Molotov, Mz.
Mr Jay Gookefard Mr. RDber

(Transcrlpt of remainder of

subjects to /be released in
y on general post-war economi
d; Mr.|Stassen § arrive

STASSEN: Some problems have arisen between us in the past
beczuse of & lack of desire on your part to exchange
ideas -- like the censorship of our foreign correspondents
in Moscow. Inst&nces also for example of the refusal of
admittance of a New York Herald Tribune correspondent
here have contributed to a lack of understanding between
our peoples.

GENERALISSIMO STALIN: (After questioning Mr. Molotov) That
is true about the lew York Herasld Tribune. A part of
American correspondents have an ill mood towards us.
But this Herald Tribune case is an accident. It is an
outstanding newspaper. It's an accident and not our
policy.

STASSEN: They now heve a correspondent here but only under
temporary permission for the Council of Foreign Ministers
mee ting. They have been seeking a visa for permanent
correspondent here for some time. (Smiling) It is a
leading Republican newspaper and one that assumes even
greater importance now that the Republicans have a
majority in Congress.

GENERALISSIMO STALIN: (Smiling) It is all the spme to us.
We do not see any big difference between the Republicans
and the Democrats. We held a conference of the Three
Powers at Teheran where good work was done by us in a
friendly atmosphere. Yet one American correspondent,
whose nzme I at the moment do not remember, sent a cable
and seid Marshal Timoschenko was present when in fact he
was not present, and thet I struck Marshal Timoschenko
at dinner -- but this was a rash and slanderous fabrica-
tion and are we supposed to praise this correspondent?
There were many witnesses, about thirty people, such as
Churchill, Brooks, Leshy, etc., there who saw thet no
such thlng happened. We celebrated the 69th birthday of
Churchill at that dinner. Nevertheless this correspondent
sent this fezlse news and it was published in America.
Are we expected to trust such correspondents? We do not
think the United States or its policy is to blame but
such things happen and create ill-feeling among the Soviet
people.

o o B

STASSEN: - i |
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STASSEN: There are instances of irrespon8ible correspondents
who mzke such misstatements but the other correspondents
correct these misstatements snd the people learn to know
who are reliable and who are not reliable, and thus we
find the people understanding and uniting, as they did in
the grezt war effort.

GENERALISSIMO STALIN: Thet is true.

STASSEN: Whenever a newspaper correspondent makes a clearly
intentionally incorrect statement of importance, his
newspeper will recall him, and thus our newspapers
establish an able, fair staff of correspondents.

GENERALISSIMO STALIN: (Smiling) In the beginning the corre-
spondents write sensational stories, the newspapers pub-
lish them and make money on them, and then fire the
writers.

STASSEN: The Press, Foreign Trade, cultural exchange, are
spheres where the two systems must find ways of fitting
together and improving their relestions.

GENERALISSIMO STALIN: That is true.

STASSEN: I feel that if stories cezme out without censorship,
it would be & better basis for cooperation and under-
standing by our people than any other basis.

GENERALISSIMO STALIN: It will be difficult in our country to
dispense with censorship. Molotov tried to do it
several times. We had to resume it and each time we
repented it. In the autumn of 1345 censorship was re-
pealed. I was on leave and they started to write stories
that Molotov forced me to go on leave and then wrote
stories that I should return and fire him. These stories
depicted the Soviet Government as a sort of zoological
garden. Of course our people got angry and they had to
resume censorship. :>

// (End of portion on press and censorship)?’“”“‘“‘i\‘“l&“ﬁi

= L o




i"'ii:hmrrect statement of importancd his newspaper will recgll him, and thus
our newspapers establish an able, fair staff of correspgndents.

: (emiling) In the beginﬂing they print sensational/ stopies, make
money Onfthem publish th?m&“and then fire the write
£ g% s | LR

HES The Press, Foreign Trade, cultural exchsange, ?re places where the

'ys of rfitting together, ﬁ

two systems must fina

GE3 'That is true.
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HEE: fi feel that if Btopice came out without censorship, it wouldbe
a betker basis for cpoperation and understandingfby our people than

any other basés.

|

GS: / It will be digfiicult in our country to dﬁépense with censorship.

- !
it several times. We had to resume it and each

|

Mbthov tried to do
timr we repented i%. Two years ago in the auﬁhmn censorsihip was repeerled.
I was on leave and they started to write sunr#es that Molotov forced me

to £0 on leave and | then wrote stopies thet I should return and fire him.

The%e stories depidted the USSRas a sort of z¢ological garden, Cf course

xﬁfnu'&mptle got angry and they had to rgsymﬁdc1.aﬂrﬁﬁfﬁ;

As I see it then, you think it is possible that there be cooperation

provided that there is a will and desire to cooperate?

/J o That is correct. r;/riﬂ

M‘: In the development of the standaxd?of 1iv1ng{ mechanization and
electrification ‘g S _-eniahe new development of
atomic energy is of very great impobtance to all pe:gﬁgekff the world.

I feel that the matter of international insvection,,tontrols, and
DAL

outlawingh\ or war, of atomic energy is of‘g;czzrgaﬁortance to all

peoples of the world, Do you feel that there if a reasonsble prospect

of working out agreements for the longterm future for the peaceful
’development of atomic eneegy?

I hope for this. There are big differences of views among us but

in the long run I hope we shall come to an agreement. International
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control and lnspection will be established in my view and it will be

of great importance, The peaceful use of atomic energy will bring great

technological chapgges. It is a very great matter. As for tieuse of
P”W%“ﬂ-qw ®

atomic energy for waB purposes, will be a problem in the long run

that will be met by the consciences of the people and it will be

prohibited.

b aa.
Hee: Yes that is one of our impmrtant problems and if solved it can

o
be gf great 1‘? and if not a great curse to the people of the
T think we shall succeed in establishing international imapection

world,
CEZ..
-
and control, Things are leading up to it,
567" I apprecisse the opportunity of talking with you.
fite-
f‘#iﬂk I am at your disposal, We Russians respect our guests,

.

&&?%ﬁﬁ I had an informal talk with'Mr.'Molotov at the fan Franeisco

Conflerende and % t developed into an in¥itation to visit Russiad%IZZi

oL sy Gurnepl .
S e Thi:ggm:}e in very bad shape in Furope as a whole, Is that true?

fifﬁﬁﬁip Yes, in general, but there are some conntries that are not bad,

FWitzerland, Czechoslovakia, = =
51‘§§1 %éé;g52:58lall oountr#i‘»t
/i1§1§i“ Yes, large countries arg in a very different position. Their princi-
ipal economic problems are aour;enc' Lnrlation,tfn’:terials 5#1? production,

and supply of fopd.

Eurcne is a land where there are many plants but a great lack of
food and
raw materials- the shortage of/raw materials is the tragedy.

f ;HBPﬂ The low production of coal in the Ruhr has caused a shortage of

eosl throughout Europe,
T @#t Yes., It is very strange.
%- It is fortunate that we have had such large production of coal

in the Unihéd Ftates., We have shipped much to Europe., We are mining

two million tons of bltuminous coal a day.

‘ééggﬁz Things are not bad in the United States, Americs is protected by
Tn the north there is a weak country, Canada, add to the

11

two oceans,
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south a weak country, Mexico, and so you need not be afraid., After the
War of Independence, the US did not have another war for 60 years and that
was a great help., America's population is made up of such people as

fled from monarchy and tyranny and kinge and landowners and that was also
& preat help, and that is why America develpedd 1n leaps and bounds.

’@“R“' w\magroat grandfstherd fled from the old empire militarism in what
ia now Cz~choslovakia, Of course the geographical position_has been of
great asristance to the US, And we have been Bortunate that the enemy
has been defeated far from ourshores, But also under our free econcmic
system wh habe been able to rapidiy reconvert and resume ExExk large
peacetime mmwx production since the war, Our problem now is to see that
we do not have a depression, an economie crisis. '

gzﬁ%? Do you expect a orisis?

Agi%ﬁ% I GO‘noﬁ. I belleve we can regulate our capitalism and stabilize
our prod@uction and employment at a high level without any serious crisis.,
But it is the main problem to avold kkmkx a depression in our economic
system, With wise policies in govermnment and through learning the
lessons of 1929 and the 1930's, we should have a regulated, but not a
monopolistic, capltalism with which we ean avold economic crisis,

di%é; The Covernment must be vested with wide powers to ammomplish that,

The Covernment nust be strong and adopt broad measures,

*ﬁg%255 Yes, and the people must understand the measures of stabilization,
and support the anonomiq system? It is a new problem as there has not
I been a paralb].‘ to our:fnerican produe‘ﬂion in the economic systems of
the world.,

J%gﬁ:— There 1s one favorable condition for the Uf in that two competitors
in the world market - Japan and Germunr-# have been wiped ott. So the
demand for American goods will grow and create favorable conditions for
American development, S.eh markets as Burope, China, Japan are open o

the US =2nd will be hedpful to it. No such conditions have existed before.

1
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On the other hand, those areas have no meand of payment s 43 ariﬂdft‘ﬂ%
@ drain on us, But the removal of two imperial militaristic theeats xxE a
booﬁ‘tg us and to the other countries of the world from a standpoint of
peace, And of course world trade has not in the past been a large factor

principal
in the US, Our markets have been at home or in our owg hemisphere,

’izﬁ%%? About 1@; of American production was exported befoee the war and
now aleo South America 1s also a market. As to the capamity to purchase
goods, I think there are merchants who will find the capamity to pay for

. them and they will resell to peasants. I think the merchants of these
: countries have accumulated cash tp pay with, So US exports will increase
to 204, is that not correct?
‘?ﬂ&” No. ’
éé%é« Do you mean that?

g,

EBS:  Yes. I think 154, Most merchants have accumulated only local mone
ey, which in most instances is bloecked and not good for movemcnt from one

country to another. o I think our real trade will not be over 15%.
£til1l if you take into consideration the volume of your production
isnét a =mmkXx small figure.

=
i

that American factories can't keep pace with them and that all factories

Do American industries have a lot of orders? Is thét true? And

re running et 100%. Is that true?
d Yes, substantially, but they are largely domestic orders.

Aéﬁgg;\ But that is the most important,

ffﬁ%ﬂf“ Pood, women's clothing, and shoes, for example are catching up,
but in such industries as automobiles, machine tools, locomotives, they
are way behind their orders.

'%égg“ Magezine analysts and the American press carry open reports to the
effect that an esonomic crisis will break out. “

oy L Yes there have been thoase Beports in the papers, Also reports thal

there would be 8 million unemnloyedthe year after the war, But they were
The problem is one of levelling off at;highx production and

WIONg .« /
oo
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'stabilizf%gfﬁithout getting an economic erisis.

; /
@ :16 fegulation of production?
e regulation of capitalism, There are those who a@ay there wlll be

a depression but I am optomistic and say we can avoid a depression for I
find a broader understanding by the péople of regulation‘%bm%’e&;e.
% But what about business men? Will they be pneparedﬁ to be regulated
and restrained?
- Mo, “ome will have objectlions,
@' Yes, they do.
- mm: Put they understand the 1929 depression should not be repeated end 4
they understand better now the necessary regulations concerning businesjqa
It requires a careful amount oflg:gulation and wise decisions and prompt
actbon br the government.
’é!sﬁ‘;ﬁ That is true,
But all systems and all forms of povernment require that, If bad
misfakes are made under any kind of government then it is harmful for
the people.
-.._ Yes,
¥®S: Jeprn and Cermany demonstrated this,
Yes, warlords guided the economy and they didn't understand anything

the
about/economy, Tojo, the war leader in Japan only knew how to wage war,

I appreclate this {§opportunity of telking with you end the
time you have given me,
% . T go* a lot out of this conference, - You know I was forced to become
a military man, I was diverted from economiecs,
Cenerallssimo, May I have a copy of] Mr.": Pavloy's t’ anso?ptx’;mydq/
T a'ta ou pemﬁissior?';: to fEpem.l*: %abouil:. th:lTrs conferelnlése .Wizh Fh] ey

f { y f
newsiian

I i /
whien | I isee |them? | , [Ro Nl (O
LA | '\ / t & J —

Whi not> |There is nothing o nide .
1 5 LI __ . “- e - _. Il' -
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Capital Observers See Stassen Stature
Increased in ‘Mental Duel With Stalin’

By ARTHUR KROCK
New York Times Political Analyst

WASHINGTON.

THE TRANSCRIPT of the conversation in the
Kremlin between Stalin and Harold E. Stassen,
bears the first fruits of the former governor's
decision to study world conditions at first-hand
instead of going to the senate from Minnesota.

The fruits are rich, indeed—not only in the ma-
terial for better understanding of Soviet think-
ing which they provide an anxious world but in
the flavor and color they give to Stassen himself.

In this transcript, the only g8
avowed candidate for the Repub-
lican nomination for President
next year is revealed as a direct,
informed and forceful debater
of the greatest and gravest ques-
tion of these times: can the
Soviet system exist in harmony
with that of the United States?

And the text further demon-
strates that Stassen's quality
was not diminished by the for-
midability of the man he was
interviewing.

Of those who have seen Stalin
and made a public record, no
journalist or statesman has pre-
sented to the world a document
of comparable importance and
substance,

FRIENDS ARE ENCOURAGED

Stassen’s friends here are
greatly encouraged.

They feel that his stature with the Republican
party and with the people, measured for capacity
that a president of the United States should have,
is now much larger. And some of those wWho
questioned his decision not to run for the senate
are questioning it no longer.

As the transcript shows, Stassen went di-
rectly to the heart of the Soviet- American
issue and had carefully prepared his ques-
tions to reach the sensitive spots.

If the generalissimo was not on the defensive
throughout the interview, especially when Stassen
was quoting Stalin from the record of “capitalist
encirclement” and Stalin was repeating he
“couldn't have said that,” the text certainly gives
this impression.

A STUDY IN CONTRASTS
The pair in the Kremlin and their contrasts
were striking.
The former governor saw a short man in khaki,
wearing the rare hero of socialist labor medal,
+ 2 + B3

&

his once stocky frame thinning but vigorous and
apparently strong.

Stalin neither screamed nor pounded the table,
as dictators in recent times have been inclined
often to do. He was clearly the boss—when he
turned to question Molotov, who had introduced
Stassen, or when he was making a statement of
national policy.

The generalissimo beheld a very opposite
human type—a tall man just reached 40, with
the body of an athlete, blond in coloring and
of open and most pleasing manner. He heard

i a voice of greater resonance
than his own, speaking in
the broad but intelligible ac-
cent of the middle west and
smiling when there was any-
thing to smile about,

Though Stalin may not have
been informed to this extent
about his visitor, he saw an
American of the fourth genera-
tion, on both sides, whose an-
cestry includes Norwegian, Teu-
ton and Anglo-Saxon strains, and
one-eighth Slavic through a
Czech great-grandfather,

The generalissimo has Jong
held far greater power than
Stassen could have, or would be
willing to attain, if he ever be-
comes president of the United
States. He rose to his dominance
over hundreds of millions of peo-
ple through violent and bitter
circumstances that include bloody revolution,
purges as hloody, and desperate war.

Stassen made his way to the governorship of a
great state and a national political potential by
the peaceful processes of democracy, though he
also took part in a desperate war,

HAS INCREASED STATURE

Stassen has already established himself before
the people of the United States as an advanced
international thinker, a liberal (in the traditional
sense) on domestic issues and a strong and suc-
cessful administrator,

But his supporters are certain that he emerges
from this mental duel—for at times it was that
—with the most dominant personage among liv-
ing statesmen in a much stronger position to as-
sert his ability to deal authoritatively with the
affairs of the United States. His friends feel,
Stassen has put himself in a better competitive
position for the GOP nomination.

Also he made no errors of conduct or judg-
ment abroad, which cannot be said of all po-
litical travelers,

.g‘




%% MINNEAPOLIS MORNING TRIBUNE

Fri, May 9, 1947

U. S. Press Generally Hails Stassen Report on Stalin Interview

By HIALMAR BJORNSON
of the Minneapolis Morning Tribune
ediforial page staff

HAROLD STASSEN'S tour of Europe,
his facing up to Josef Stalin on our
major differences, and the manner in
which he conducted himself throughout
have strengthened his hold upon the role
of one of the nation’s top leaders. That
the trip raised his stature as a con-
tender for the Republican nomination
for president is the consensus of edl-

torial opinlon from coast to coast.
The Los Angeles Times, through a
comment by Raymong Moley, expresses
the view that Stassen has “widening op-

portunity for leadership,” as a result of -

his European trip on which he “had the
good sense” to keep his ears open and
his mouth shut.

“He can, if he is wise and in.
formed, offer something new in
American policy and outlook . . . The
country will be well advised to listen
to him. He may bring light into a
dark and confused picture.”

Roscoe Drummond, in the Christian
Sclence Monitor, thinks that Stassen is
beginning to show that his decision
against running for the senate last fall
was not entirely a miscalculation.”

Through his interview with Stalin,
Drummond feels, Stassen has repdered
an unusually valuable public service and
he thereby “has enhanced his political
position.”

If Stassen can handle himself so well
with Stalin, Drummond thinks, there
may be an increase in the number of

GOP leaders who will conclude he ean
handle himself “even better in the 1948
presidential campaign.”

LI

FAR WEST

STALIN'S assurances on co-operation,

says the Denver Post, “should be most
impressive to the Wallace-ites.”
that Stassen,

whether Stalin doesn’'t know what is go-
ing on in Russia. He talked to Stassen
about wanting co-operation, but the
“record is that the western powers have
been unable to get Russia’s co-operation
in anything.” The Cleveland News
agrees that if Stalin wants co-operation
“it is time, then, td begin.”

The overall effect of the Stassen-

however,
“was a good
mannered

It felt | Stalin interview, says the St. Louis Post-

Dispatch, is

i 1]

NATION’S EDITORS SAY but st

words“do

but frank-
speaking guest, and one does not get the
impression he was persuaded of Stalin's
honest good will.” It calls for “an open
evaluation” of Stalin on the part of
Stassen.

+.!"!'

MIDWEST

STASSEN may have risked his standing

with some Republican leaders by talk-
ing with Stalin, thinks the Chicago Sun,
“but he has brought back one of the
most illuminating interviews yet to come
out of the Kremlin.”

Stassen tried to convince Stalin “capit-
alism will accept regulation to the ex-
tent necessary to avoid a major depres-
sion.” But the Sun thinks Stalin Jdidn't
sound convinced.

“It is up to all of us to prove Mr.
Siassen right—to disprove this item
of the dogma as we have disproved
others.”

The Milwaukee Journal wants to know

not precisely
comport with the unending insistence
of Russian representatives upon the veto
power on atomic control in UN.”

The St. Louis Star-Times sees Stassen
getting from Stalin only “the good, old

line about co-operation”—the same he |

has given Marshall and Byrnes.

The Kansas City Times hopes future
events will bear out the interview, But

it feels that in the past, unfortunately,

“Stalin's words have not necessarily de-
termined the course of the Soviet gov-
ernment.” The Soviet Union's postwar
dealings “have transformed a world’s
friendship and confidence in Moscow in-
to fear and distrust."

SR

EAST

MANY Americans, reading the Stassen.
Stalin interview, says the New York
Sun, will feel that “their country’'s at-

titude was well described and defended |

by a volunteer spokesman.”

If Stassen's interview contributes to
encouraging co-operation with Russia
“he will have perfo
ice for mankind” thinks the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette,

Stassen has shown himself an out-
standing progressive,
delphia Bulletin.

ed a signal serv-

says the Phila-
“He believes capital-
ism can continue its leadership of the
world if we correct its abuses.”

Taken at its face value, the New York
Times found the Stalin interview en-
couraging because it “appears to open
up new possibilities for breaking the
deadlock between Russia and the west.”
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