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Ladies and gentlemen-

This is Senator Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you

from my office on Capitol Hill in Washingtony DeCeeee

et

Today I depart for once from my regular discussions of specific
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issues, and report to you on my approach to the job of United States
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a S 'I'ho other day, a atudapt came 1nt.o my office and askeds "Senator
B \ k A P
A Humphrey, why is it you have to work such long hours? A1l you really
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Minnesota,"
In one sense, the student was right, Most of the work of a
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Senator is ultimately focused on the responsibility to decide-we
to vote on the legislative issues in Congresse--and to respond to
the needs and ideas olf__his constituents as gxpr:esaed through their
letterse o X e g e U Agrenan i3
A vote takes only a o o Qm, but the background to
that vote may include wgeka and even months of intensive study and
work by the Smtor. I am notlﬁ tj]i:e of Senator who specializes
in a few, particular subjects, and then votes a "party line" on all

other issuess For me, the responsibility to understand fully the

issues involved applies to every vote and every deciait_m I mist make,
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Noone and no single orgtmiz;tim contmlsnw ﬁot.eor my choice. '.That
is why I must spend a great part of my time studying and understanding
every issue faced by the Senate,

In the same way, a letter to a constituent may be composed of
only a few lines, and take only a few mimutes to dictate, But often;

the work required to respond to a Minnesotan's request or idea will take
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hours, and even days, I do not believe that a Minnesotan who writes to

me with a specific need or suggestion should receive individual attention
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and, when necessary, action on my part, mi,. a let.;'.erfrm a
Minnesotan is like a personal visit to my office=e-and must receive
personal attention,

Yes, the responsibilities of a Senator to vote, and to serve his
constituents take time---a big part of my time, But I believe that my
responeibility as a United States Senator requires mo- Ll

It requires leadership, The honor of elective officg at the
national level, and the opportunity of that office for mﬂuanee, commits
& man to seek progress for his State and Nation,

This cormitment, I believe, requires a Senator to move a bit ahead
of the times, to look forward to programs and policies which might not
be &cuepbg.ble at the moment but which will be l}eegled in the fﬁ.'mm;

This is why I have never been content with the easy and acceptable sol-

utions of the moment, and instead have searched and worked for new ideas
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and new programs to strengthen America and freedome I will mention
Just three examples: the Food for Peace program, the Peace Corps, and

the United States Arms Control and Disamament Agencye, At the time I
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first suggeated thege programs, others were ind:lfremt, or evan m.
But hard worke—eand time-==brought them to reality and success,

There is a final duty which I consider wrbrmly 11:701'%4?1
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duty of leadership, the duty of a Senator, is to eduom. Ii’ I :I.enm
of a problem, I do not try to hide ite If I believe in tha need for a
new program or policy, I do not isolate my effort to achieve ity My
duWhtoinfmmorthepmblmorﬂmnoad. Ours is a represene
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tative government, and you mu,ﬁ be :I.nvo]. and in.fomq..
L..-‘ F}_,.‘LLR LA J "F ﬁg- e"i"f'q? ir Ar-dy

That is the reason for these broadcasts, and for my continuing efforts

through the press mdwspeedxeutoreportmwwrk and my goals,
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