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Ladies and gentlemen of the Florida State Teachers 

_ssociation ••• this is Senator Hubert Humphrey speaking 

from my office on Capitol Hill in vrashington • • • 

~ I am sorry that the press of Senate business has 

made it impossibl e for me to be with you at your annual 

convention tonight . I deeply regret that I am unabl e to 

organization for work in the cause of human 

dignity . 

dignity is the base for every other individual and social 

value . very human being deserves to be treated with 

dignity • • • for every individual is a person of infinite worth . 
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Our Judeo-Christian heritage reminds us that all 'J (.JAJ ~ 

~~ of God . Our nation was founded in re cogniti on 

of the principle that all men are equal as children 

of one Creator--in whose image they have been 

made . 

~Dignity simply means recognizing this quality in 

every man, drawing upon its present values , and having - > 

faith in its future development . It is doing unto others 

as we would have them do unto us • :o ~i ty ~ our 

fellow man • • • to respect it , shar4.. it, be enriched 

by it ••• is the highest lavT we can obey . 

_{Doing unto others as r ould have them do unto 

~ 
~ ~~1M an ancient lesson and comrnandment .

4 
I do not 

believe a; t lJ that we--as Americans- - have forgotten it . 

However ~o believe ::v~o ~1~ ~ 
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bling to 

springing 

called the 

) The importan 

have mutual trust 

ems e;.nniiPy-~ur conscience is torn ·by the 
~ ~ 

between our stated belief in the~y 
.A 

of discrepancy 

all men and our practice of discrimination against some of -
our citizens . 

~ I do not believe it is enough to admit these 

shortcomings-- I feel we must constantly try to do better . 

The least we can do is to guarantee by ~w the equality of 

rights and to insure a single citizenship for all Americans . -
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But :r:::;J , ' .m: we are going to do better than that . ~ 

.~.kWe are going to make a renewed commi trnent in America 

to the deeper moral and spiritual tasks of achieving human 

dignity beyond the 
\ I I K law~~~~~~. 

~ ile re is where e due a ti on comes in • • • and where t eachers 

have a most important role . ~.Wp~ts and the home,~~. 
teachers are 1$-~ important custodians of the next 

~ generation. It is you 1-rhoA mold the ideas of those who 1-1ill 

be tomorrow's citizens . Their dignity- - and its elevation--are 

in your hands . 

~Children come to us with qualities we dare not lose 

during their years of development . They have a vTOnderful 

capacity for trus~ a desire to share their most cherighed 

possessions, and passionate absorption in the miracle of the moment . 
J 
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~:we return trust for trust , if e encourage a child's 

wonder and challenge it with our own , if we accept what is 

offered in the spirit with which it is given ••• then we 

~ ··~~-'-~-shall develop i~ that :knowledge which is wisdom.., and~~ 

~ "i·rhich is a base for strong character . 

J.., H. G. llells once said that mankind 1<as caught in a race 

be tween 
11 
e_d_u_c_a_t_l_· o_n-.:....._a_n_d_c_a_t_a_s_tr_o_p~~ . ~ important 

matters in America hinge on education . 

~~ucation has become the fundamental battleground 

of the war on poverty . It is becoming more difficult every 

~ 
year for those without ~ adequate education to make a living 

in our 

skill . 

changing society with its demands for mo~e and more 

Your help is needed- -especially for~' 
culturally deprived children, and children who come from 

homes that give the:n. little hope for a bright future . The 

misfortunes of the fathers must not be visited upon the 

children. 
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~~ducatlon is essential in the preservation and elevation 

of human dignity--in waging this battle against prejudice , 

bigotry, envy, hatred and greed . Its qu~lity is so important 

in determining the future strength of our denocracy , the 

understanding and appreciation of liberty , and the preservation 

of justice under law. 

~You have a great challenge m d a heavy respmnsibili ty . 

~n a soURt~y ~USQ as o~s. One reason I have so much faith 

in the next generation is because I believe in your 

dedication ••. and in ~re strength of our educational system. 

~~~~- - , ~,~ ~In conclusion I want to express m~ d~~L~zf 
~or providing leadership and inspirat~on ror others 

with your decis'on to meet next year as an integrated ~eachers 

assocation . T!ft~~Aft pc;:.1~:-~ 
you have b~~n a~le to dovaJ~p. 
' 

Again I thank you for honoring me ••• and I extend to 

all of you my heartiest best wishes for a sucfessful and 

reHarding convention . 
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