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Sena·cor Humphrey. Firs·c of all I wan·t to ask your pardon 
for having to address you in this manner. This isntt exactly 
what I would call ·the most, \•iell, the mos·t desirable \'Jay of 
speaking to a wonderful audience like this, but it will have to 
suffice. 

I \vant to thank ·the Governor of this great s ·cate of Ken·tucky, 
Governor Breat:hit·l:, for meeting us here once again, and I \'ian·c 
·to ·thank all of the officers of your s·ta-t::e governmen·l:, Mayor 
Wilson, and the congressmen, and I \'Jant to surely thank that 
wonderf.ul band dO\•m ·there for playing such splendid music, 
part~icularly ·tha·c "Minneso·t:a Rouser. 11 You did a grea·l: job. 
(Applause) 

I see a number of our young friends here from the colleges 
in the nearby area, right here from Paducah, and I want ·to ·thank 
·them in par·ticular for coming out here tonight to talk to us and 
to be with us. 

Well, we have had a big day over in the neighboring state 
of Illinois. In fac·t:, this morning we started out. in Oklahoma, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and every place I have been I have found happy 
people. I have found happy people, and when I ask a happy 
:person ·how they are going ·co vote, ·they say ";e are going ·to vote 
for the Democratic ·ticket, for President Lyndon Johnson and 
Hubert Humphrey. (Applause) 

I no·l:ice here in Paducah that you must ·chink I am going to 
give a red hot speech because you have got the fire depar~ment 
out here. I am glad they are here because \ve are going to burn 
the feathers right off the Republicans. (Applause) 

Now, wait a minute. We are not going to burn it off all 
Republicans because a lot of them are supporting Lyndon Johnson 
for President. (Applause) 

We are just going to burn it off a little bit on some of 
those Goldwater Republicans, that is all. 

Now, tonigh·l: we have a fine Democratic rally. I hope that 
many of you tha·t do no·t a·t·l:end \'Jill ·tune in on the radio stations 
so that you can hear what we have to say. 

I am here in Paducah, Kentucky, the home of one of my dearest> 
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deares·t friends, a gentleman that helped me in my early days in 
politics, a gentleman tha·c has been a source of inspira·cion ·::o 
me through all of my public life, a gen·tleman ·that \"Ias a friend 
of my father, and a man that I had the privilege of working with 
in ·the United states sena·ce, the privilege of vo·ting for for 
Vice-President in 1948, and the opportuni·l:y to be the seatmate 
of him when he came back to ·the United s·ca·ces Senate. 

I would love Paducah, Kentucky, for .many reasons, but I love 
it particularly because here in ·this firi·.e ci·ty is the home of 
the late and beloved Veep, Alben Barkley, of Kentucky. (Applause) 

I came to this community when this dearly beloved man passed 
away. I was here as one of the senatorial group on the occasion 
of his funeral. He is buried here. He is loved here, and he 
is loved in .t-linnesota, and he is loved throughout America. 

If I can live as good a life as this man, and if I can 
inspire as many young people as he inspired, if I can serve 
my coun·try with as much honor and integr i·ty and abili·l:y as the 
late Veep -- and he is the only one that ever ought to be called 
Veep because it belong:; to him -- if I can do ·tha·t I "jill say that 
my life has been \'.rell spent and tha·t I have been wor·l:hy of ·the 
friendship and the trust of the people that have helped me so much 
during my life. 

Now we have got a big job to do. We want to carry on the 
programs that this good man helped to start. We want to continue 
the programs of John Kennedy and of Lyndon Johnson. l'le want to 
make ·this country of ours go ahead. (Applause) And I am asking 
in part~cular our young people to help us. I ask you to take up 
the banner of the Democratic Party. I ask you to help J~eep our 
Party idealistic. I ask you to help keep our Party progressive. 
I ask you to help keep our Party a constant servant of the public 
good. I ask you to talte an interest in public affairs. I ask 
the young people to be concerned about their governmen·t. I tell 
this young audience that unless you are concerned about it, there 
may be no free government because free government doesn't come 
by accident. It comes by sacrifice. And it comes because people 
\<Iant it and because they are ,.;or·thy of i·l: and because they are 
willing to guard it and to de.fend it and because they are willing 
to understand it. 

And in the days that lie ahead, uncertain days in the world, 
and troublesome days even at hotne, I suggest that we have an 
extra duty as never before, to be ever vigilant about our 
country and about our great sys·l:em of representative government. 
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Now, be of good cheer. Be of good faith. We have got the 
most wonderful country in the world, and we have got the best 
government in the 't'IOrld, and frankly we have go·t a man in the 
White HOuse today that knows ho\11 to conduc·t this governmen·t. He 
is experienced. He is responsible. He has had a record of 
performance. He is a man ·that has given 30 years of his life to 
government of the people, by the people, and for the people. 

I don 9 t think this is any time to turn the government over 
to an amateur. I don't ·think this is any time to ·turn this 
government over to somebody that '\'.7an·ts to go backwards. I ·think 
this is the time to keep this government in safe, trus·ted, 
competent hands and to keep i·l: in the hands of somebody ·that 
understands the '~<:>rld in which we live and wants to make America, 
wants to mal~e the world a be·i:ter world, and wants to l~eep the 
peace so we can have a \•iOrld. 

I thank you very, very much. (Applause) 
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senator Humphrey. Thank you very much, Frank Paxton. I 
want to tell these good folks from Paducah in this First 
congressional District it is mighty nice to have the Paxtons on 
your side. (Applause) 

Governor Breathitt, thank you for your timely and inspiring 
message and your words of flattery,and may I say also inspira
tion. And to Tom Walter, who has been your master of ceremonies 
tonight, one of the dear friends of the late and beloved Veep, 
the congressman here that has this good fortune of just being 
assured of election -- what a pleasant feeling that is -
(Applause) -- I wish my Muriel could be as sure of the future 
as Earl Odessa. (Laughter) 

And to each and every one of you that have gathered here 
tonight to pay honor to this \vOnderful friend of ours that I 
hope to say just a few words about, may I say what a joy it is 
to be in Paducah, \'Ihat fun, and what a privilege. 

There are so many here that I should like to pay my respects 
to - and I am going to do it because I remember when Alben 
Barkley came to Minnesota , and I can remember hO\'i I waited to 
hear his words about Hubert Humphrey, and I always feel that 
when one is out on the campaign hustings that he sometimes may 
forget that the way you build a political party and the ~ .. 1ay that 
you build a great government, is to remember not just the ones 
that are at the top of the ticket but to remember those, if you 
please, that are the base, the foundation of the ticket, those 
that are at the county level,those that are at the city level, 
those that are at the legislative level, and let me tell you, 
you have some mighty good ones around here. 

I owe a special debt of gratitude to Julian Carroll who 
has been such a help, your state representative, and to Fred 
Morgan and ~m Geary. These are people in your Legislature, 
and Hubert Humphrey isn t t the l;;.ind of a man in public life that 
just dropped into it by accident. I came up through the hard 
way, working, doing my best to be a precinct worker, county 
chairman, an organization man, a mayor of a city, a United States 
senator, and just loved politico every hour of the day.(Applause) 

So I want to say to Frank Stubblefield and Governor 
Breathitt, to all the distinguished officers of your state 
government, those that are at what we call the higher levels, 
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whatever that may mean, I want to say that we all had to work 
our way up, and I want to salute the people of the organization. 

Alben Barkley always talked about his District, and I don°t 
·Chink you even ought to call it the First Dis·crict. I think 
you just ought to call it Barkley's District and leave it at 
that. I mean that is a great name for it. (Applause) 

He called it what Governor Breathitt reminded us tonight, 
the Gibraltar of Democracy. I guess what he meant was that 
when every other fortress of democracy had lowered its flag, 
the good old First in Kentucky, the Gibraltar of Democracy, ~~uld 
be there just like the star spangled Banner on that big night 
"1hen the Brit ish \1ere storming Fort Henry, the flag, the stars 
and Stripes were flying and so was the flag of democracy, · 
on the Gibraltar District of Democracy, the F.'irst of Kentucky. 
(Applause) 

You have many distinguished and honored people here tonight. 
I am looking forward to having a chance to really see you 
individually. I have a li·ctle trouble once in awhile, you kno"', 
with my staff. They say I "iant to shake hands ,.,dth everybody, 
and I do. That is the truth. As a matter of fact; I "~uld like 
to visit with everyone. That is what politics is ' really all 
about, getting to know people, not to know them in the abstract, 
not to know them by public opinion polls, not to know them by 
measurement but to know them as individuals. 

That is the kind of politics that we love. 

And I see in this room a Governor that knows that, and I 
see here in this great assembly political leaders that understand 
that. 

I know there is a former senator here, one of the· former 
state senators, one of your truly stalwart Democrats, Strother 
Melton, and believe me, when you kno,., people who have carried 
the weight that long and carried the flag for the Democratic 
Party, you can't help but just stand up and want to salute them. 
(Applause) 

By the way, ·there are some young folks here tonight, too. 
And I was looking over the paper and -- that is right, I want to 
tell you. It is sure nice to have a paper on your side -
(Laughter) -- and I do indeed ,.,ant to thank Fred Paxton. It 
makes a man feel good. You would be surprised bow ·starved I 
have been over many years for something like that. But it is 
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better this year. 

I am happy to say in Minnesota there isn~t a single daily 
paper in the state of Minnesota that is worth reading that isn•t 
for Lyndon Johnson and Hubert Humphrey. (Applause) 

Nice to have the TV on your side. too. And I want to thank 
Fred for that. 

But there are some young folks here and there is one little 
lady that I see here that I want to select out. We have been 
sort of corresponding until Mrs. Humphrey caught up with it. 
She wanted to know how old you ";ere, Elaine. 

I have a special friend to whom I have sent a letter or 
two and she has written to me, and it is kind of choice and 
priceless correspondence. She is an A student, an honor student, 
and comes from a family that seems to have honor students, and 
Elaine Elms of Ballard Memorial School, it is wonderful to see 
you, Elaine. Stand up. (Applause) 

I want you to know, this girl was for me for Vice-President 
before I was. (Applause) 

I never released those letters, Elaine. Otherwise the 
press would have said that I \'.ras campaigning for the job. They 
had some suspicions, but they didn't have much proof. But on 
January 3rd Elaine announced that she was for LBJ and HHH. 

Oh, I wish that you could vote about 2,000 times.(Laughter) 

Well, it is nice to see you, and just a moment ago I had the 
privilege of greeting, saying hello to David Barkley, and, David, 
I heard your message as I was waiting here in the back of the 
a~ditorium. I wish that I could have been here, sitting right 
here, while you \'1ere delivering your eulogy, and while the whole 
proceedings for the memorial was underway. 

And I am pleased, too, to meet Alben, Jr. 

You know, the Barkleys, \'Iell, I have got to get a little 
sentimental "1ith you. The Barltleys have meant a great deal to 
the Humphreys. When I had little or no chance of being elected 
to the United States senate -- that is what they said, at least -
that was 1948 -- I made a special plea to the Democratic National 
committee to have the nominee for Vice-President on the Democratic 
ticket come to Minnesota because I was a candidate against a 
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rather strong and influential · Republican senator. And I "'ill 
never forget the speech that was delivered at Rochester, 
Minnesota, in the Mayo Memorial Auditorium. 

The man that came to make tha~ speech w~s Alben Barkley. 
Of course, that was jus·!: one of se!lreral speeches that we got him 
to make that day. lfhat a '-vor.ker. How unselfish. How magnani
mous.. Always "Jilling to walk an extra mile. Always willing to 
give an extra speech. Always willing ·to do a lit·tle extra worlc; 
always willing to help the other fellow. 

And did I need · help. I was more or less like a drowning 
man on a turbulent sea with somebody hitting me over the head 
with an oar, and along came ·this lifesaver, ; and he made a 
speech in Rochester, Minnesota, that they have never forgotten 
because the man that I \-Ias running agains·l: had at one time been 
a rather liberal United States senator. He had almost had 
Democratic inclinations. He was close to political salvation, but 
he slipped before he got there. (Applause -- Laughter) 

And I have never forgotten the otory that Alben Barkley told. 
He told about this man that I "'as opposing in a manner that 
explained it so perfectly to our people because the man had a 
very good reputation up to a point, and then he supported 
Franklin Roosevelt in 1944, and then he decided that he had gone 
too far, and he became very conservative , and some people thought 
reactionary. And Alben Barkley came there, and he told the 
story. about this good old Scandinavian family that decided to have 
a picture made, a portrait of the father of tl)e family '\'Jho' had 
passed away, and the good gentleman that had passed away had 
never had a photograph, never even a snapshot. 

so they called in all the family, and they got an artist from 
Net~ York, and they asked this artist -- the artist asked them, 
n0\·1, you tell me about your ·father. And each one of the childi:'en 
told about the fathe~and the mother .told about the father, and 
he took down all the notes, and he got an oral, verbal 
description of '\'1hat the old man might have looked like. 

so the artist went back to Na-1 York and he came back . about 
three nonths later, and he llad a portrait. so they gathered 
together; this fine Scandinavian family -~ it nay have been some 
other kind of a family in some other state, but in Minnesota it 
was Scandinavian-- they gathered together, this fine .Scandinavian 
family, and they had the unveiling of the portrait. 

No\'1, mind you, there had never been a photograph of the old 
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man, and they all stood there and they loolted stoically, ldnd 
of sternly at this portrait, shaking their heads; and one of 
them got down under the table and looked up, and another one got 
on the other side of the table and looked this way, and another 
one climbed up in a chair and looked down, and nobody said a 
single word. 

And finally the artist said, ''Well, what about it? Are 
you going to take my portrait" -- because there was a ra~her 
handsome fee involved -- and they finally called on Oly, ·_, 
and said, "Oly, you are the oldest son. You must make the 
dec is ion. 11 And Oly got around, and he squinted to ·the left and 
he squinted to the right, and he looked up and looked down 
and he looked at it, and, "Yes, 11 he says, "that is the old man 
all right but, oh, hcx-1 he has changed." (Applause -- Laughter) 

Well, I must say that is about what has happened to the 
RepUblican Party. It is the Republican Party all right n~1, 
but, oh, boy, hO"~:J it has changed ,.Jith Barry Goldwater at the 
head of it. (Applause) 

Alben Barkley -- he made more good sense through good 
humor than any man I have ever lmo"m, and wha·t a friend he was 
of the people. You honor him tonight. We honor him every day. 

He has been frankly an inspiration ·co me, a friend of nty 
father ·and my mother. His picture is in our home signed to 
my Dad, "To Hubert H. Humphrey, my friend, Alben Barldey." It 
is right there. I am so proud of it. 

I asked to come to Paducah. I don ° t know whether you knO\oJ 

it or not. (Applause) 

I don~t thinl' we ought to have a Democratic Vice-Presiden~ ·ial 
candidate at any time on any ticltet that doesn 11 t come to 
Paducah. (Applause) 

Alben Barkley, always filled with good humor, ,.iholesome good 
humor, happy. I call my airplane that we fly in, mine -- leased, 
that is. The Democratic National Committee leased it, I hope. 
(Laughter) We call it the Happy Warrior, and was there ever a 
happier one than Alben Barkley? 

Ob,. he fought the good fight, and when I see people out 
around America, and I see them happy and joy on their countenances, 
I say to myself many times, these are good people. These are 
friendly people. These are people that are going to vote for the 
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Party of progress. They are going to vote for President Lyndon 
Johnson. And they al\·Jays remind me of Alben Barkley of Paducah. 
(Applause) 

I guess that is why I think \'Je ought ·to have a good ·time here 
tonight. Alben Barkley wouldn' ·c have liked i·C: if we sat around 
here and jUS't Started moaning and groaning 1 not for a moment e 

I listened to those immortal words, ·the final words of ·t:ha·!: 
good man. You would be interested to ·· .know on ·the very day, on 
tha·c day he left ·to make ·tha·t speech, I had a visi·l: with him in 
the United States Senate, si·t·ting in ·the back row, and he ·talked 
to me, believe i·t or not, on tha·l: day on the issue of human rights. 

He told me,"Hubert, the time has arrived for the .American 
people and this government~ . ·to make it manifestly clear that 
everybody in this country is to have equal opportunity, that 
everyone is to have his place in the ffun. There is only one kind 
of citizenship, first class citizenship." 

Those were his words ·to me. I have them writ·l:en down. I 
remember. And he left that day to make· a speech. And ·the words 
that he said symbolized his whole life because he could have, had 
he been ruthlesss, had he be pOt-Jer crazed, had he been willing ·to 
trade off his friends, he possibly could have sa·l: in the sea·t: of 
the migh·t;i.es·t of the mighty. But as he said, "I would rather be 
a servant in the house of the Lord than to s i·i: in the sea·t: of the 
mighty." 

The truth is that by being a servant in the house of the Lord 
and the house of the people, he did occupy sea·l:s of the mighty. 
He occupied a mighty pla·ce in the hear·l:s of ·the American people, 
and he occupied a mighty place in our government as I shall 
speak of tonight. 

Imagine coming to tbe Congress of the United States in the 
first· term of Woodrow Wilson and serving into the 1950~ s. Imagine 
that. Look at the panorama of history, and never did I ever 
meet any.body that was so young at heart. Oh, what an inspiration. 
I have seen young folks 18 years of age that were twice as old as 
Alben Barkley. 

Alben Barkley was a young man all ·of his life, creative, 
imaginative, vigorous, vital, outgoing, sacrificing. 

He symbolized the very spirit of this country,. and when he 
passed away, he did it just like he \'~uld have wanted to. 
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Any man in pUblic life would say what a way to die, to be 
working and fighting for what you believe in, and the words that 
came from his lips symbolized the highest ideals of American 
public life. 

so tonight let0 s have a good time. Let ~ s talk about the 
opposition, and let0 s talk about ourselves as Alben Barkley used 
to do it \'Iithout rancor, without bitterness. 

Why, he could skin the Republicans so nice that they 
thought they were just being massaged. (Laughter -- Applause) 

Yes, he loved life. And if you don~t love life, you ought 
to get out of politics, I will tell you that. 

One of the marks of his greatness \vas his ability in the 
IOOst critical hours to find something to smile about or laugh 
about, and by the way, one of the marks of America that people 
talk of all over the world is that in. America people can laugh 
at themselves. 

They have some kind of inner oonfidence , some kim ·of 
inner faith that permits them to make their countenance, \·;hich 
is God~s looking glass, to be a smile and to have a sense of 
joy. 

So we talk of a man who loved life, who loved his country, 
who loved his Party, who never looked back except to report 
history accurately. And always looked ahead. All of his life, 
looking ahead. 

I said out here at the airport that I hope and pray that I 
can do as well. Well, that is a pretty high standard, but it is 
something at least to point to, to do as well. l'lhy, to be Vice
Presidential candidate, to follow in the footsteps of· . · 
Alben Barkley, is an honor second to none, and am I proud to 
be here tonight and find my picture along side of the Veep's. 
What a joy. What a thrill. (Applause) 

I saw a number of young people when I carne in tonight. Well, 
Alben Barkley loved young people. He inspired them. They loved 
to have him come speak to the colleges, and he was a riot. He 
\'JOUld tell them stories; he \·.ould have them rolling in the aisle, 
and they learned rnore ·about American government in one of his 
stories about Paducah , Kentucky, than they learned out of a full 
year ' s course in American law or American government. 
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I have been there-- teaching through parables, teaching 
through humor, teaching through examples, teaching through 
living. Those are the best teachers in the \'iOrld. 

And a man in public life that is worthy of being called 
great or even good is essentially a teacher or he is nothing. 
If all he can do is to reci·ce what: others have done, if all he can 
do is to be just there to vo·ce yes or no, he is not really grea·t; 
but if he can inspire, if he can teach, if he can eleva·ce, if he 
can get people to do more than ·they were capable of doing, then · .' 
they really are en·t:itled to the mantle of leader and of grea·cness .• 

Well, I could stand here tonight and sure ·tell you a lo·c of 
Barkley stories, and I am always temp·ted ·co do so. You know, 
Alben Barkley an,d Hubert Hwnpbrey had some·t:hing · in common. They 
tell me once in ,awhile Alben would get warmed up on these stories, 
and he would make his speeches a lit·i:le longer than he planned 
them. ·Look a·t: who is ·talking. I tell you, I never kn0\'1 whether 
the audience likes my speeches, but I sure do. (Laughter) 

I remember Alben Barkley · telling ·(:ha·i: story about: the old 
fellow that came on in·t:o ·town, and he always ·cimed every one of 
his political speeches ·to abou·t 15 minu·!:es, and this time the 
fellow was running · a li·ttle bit behind time, ·and he forgot ·to 
take out his watch, which is a habit of mine, and he didn'·t: put 
his watch down there, and as he was telling that story, he 
wondered what time did I s·tart? Finally he got his wa·l:ch ou·!:, 
and he had been talking then apout an hour, and he was trying to 
remember what hour was i·t when I started, · and he got going and 
going and going and finally a fellow a·t the end of ·the room said, 
"Never mind your \'Jatch, take a loolt a·l: ·che calendar hanging 
behind you." (Laughter) 

That is a Barkley story. 

Now, there is one that my wife tells on me, that is almost 
as goocl. Your speeches don• t have to be eternal to be immortal. 

But I am happy to tell you I pay no at·tention ·co her at 
all -- on that item. (Laughter) o·ther ·chan that, . I toe ·the mark 
pretty well. 

Well, this man had a career. His life in pUblic life or his 
service in public life wasn!t just an avocation. It wasn 3 t just 
an interlude. It \'Jas a full. life, a full career. He served 
Ren·t:ucky and his nation in Washing·ton for 39 years. You kn~ i·i:. 
First in the House, then in -·the Sena·l:e, became ·the majority leader 
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of the United States Senate which is a position of great power 
and responsibility , and finally as Vice-President. Oh, no·., 
And then you good people in Kentucky returned him to the United 
States senate. 

I believe this man more than any other gave the Democratic 
Party the symbol or the philosophy that it waD a party t·Jith a 
heart, and that it was a party that gave a government that 
cared. Alben Barl~ley '\'Jas unashamedly compassionate. He loved 
people. He oouldn°t stand suffering if he could help it. 

And he talked of the Democratic Party not just as an 
instrument of government but as an instrument for the benefit 
of humanity. He spoke of our Party in terms of human qualities, 
and lilce that great friend of his, sam Rayburn, Alben Barkley was 
a Democrat without prefix or suffix and without apology. 

Alben Barkley, sam Rayburn, anq Carl Hayden, they all came 
to Congress in the same year. Two of them are gone from this 
earthly life, but let me put it on the record right here. They 
will never be gone from the history and the tradition and the life 
of America because greatness is immortal, and immortality is not 
theology. It is a fact. 

And I am proud to be here in the home of that man of 
immortal life. 

Now, there are two things behind this life of Alben Barkley 
which legend may obscure. Beneath that wit and good humor which 
I have talked about, which was such a joy, he had the courage and 
the wisdom of a great legislative leader. He never once indulged 
in personalities or half truths. He '\'Jas a clean man, a good man, 
and he '\'Jas a responsible man. He always put his country above 
his Party even though he loved the Party that he gave so much to. 

He gave firm direction to his fellow Democrats. He could 
humble himself if needed. He could stand like a giant against 
a majority if he believed he was right. 

He could even turn down the request of a great president. 

'!'his is a man of principle. But yet he was a man of 
accommodation. He t·JasnGt brittle. He wasn«t inflexible. He was 
a human being. And he saw the necessity c:f working carefully , 
patiently, perse.vetingly, kindly, with his colleagues. 

He mobilized the energies of those that agreed with him, and 
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he was equally skilled, I might say, in fashioning agreement 
amongst those with whom he differed. He didnct read them out 
of the Party. He didn't charge the opposition with improper 
motives. 

He tried to bring people together, and he ~~n them over 
time after time after time. 

He was ·the first Vice-Presiden·tial nominee in recent his·tory 
chosen because he had every qualification to be President of 
the united States. · (Applause) 

Too often over the decades ·t:he vice-presidency has been 
merely a subject for humor. Take Thomas R. Marshall, who by 
the way was a good man, Vice-President under Woodrow Wilson. 
He no·ted ·that the vice-president is like a man in a cataleptic 
sta·te. Here · is what he said · about ·the vice-president • . "He 
cannot speak, he cannot move, he suffers ~o pain, and yet he is 
perfectly conscious of all that goes on around him." Wao~! I 
hope that no one wants to apply that to me. 

But President Truman's selection of and the Democratic 
Party's selection of Alben Barkley in the Philadelphia convention 
of 1948 stressed the new concept of the vice-presidency. The 
Veep not only was eminently qualified to assume the awesome 
duties of the presidency, bu·t he was an·:active. vice-president 
who served as the traveling eyes and ears of the Truman Adminis
tration. 

I \•10nder h0\-1 many of you remember his trip to Berlin with 
Bob Hope, with others, when he ,.,ent to Berlin ·at the time of 
international crisis to represent our government and to bring 
cheer and confidence to our little garrison inside Berlin. that 
was being beseiged by the conununists. Alben Barkley \'Jent into 
that center Of crisiS, and he \'1aS like ii legion Of new troops 
by his words and by his commitments and his sense of hwnor. 

There are mal¥ striking parallels between Alben Barkley and 
Lyndon Johnson. · Both were tested in the legislative battles of 
Congress. Alben Barkley, 39 years in public life, and Lyndon 
Johnson, 30 years in public life. 

Both were elected by their fellow Democrats to ·tho highest 
office in the United states senate, majority leader, and both of 
them recognized as outstanding,gifted majority leaders. And both 
of them had received a mandate from the American people to be 
vice-president. 

And when under tragic and dreadful circumstances Lyndon 
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Johnson was elevated to the White House, he brought to that high 
office of president many of the qualities t·Jhich tvere so prominent 
in the character of Alben Barkley. 

Let me list them. 

He brought t11isdom that comes only from experience and from 
the contact t-Iith the life of a nation and a government. And he 
brought responsibility which was gained from that vast eA~riencc. 
And he brought a deep sense of compassion for people. And he 
brought a sensitivity to the rich diversity of America. 

'l'hese men had much in common. Alben Barkley was a child of 
woodrow Wilson, of the Woodrow Wilson era, and Lyndon Johnson 
was a child of the great depression and the Franklin Roosevelt 
era. 

The common e~"Periences t.,;hich shaped their political 
philosophy, houever, were service under Franklin · Roosevelt~ s tlaw 
Deal. Oh, how I wish I could have it written in my political 
history that I had something to do with the shaping of the New 
Deal. All I had to do with it \'Jas that I cast my first vote for 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. (Applause) 

Alben Barkley t·Tas proud of the record of the Ne\'J Deal. He 
fought for it like a tiger.. And he along with Franklin Roosevelt 
were really tm architects of the New Deal, and you could include 
with it sam Rayburn in the House of Representatives. And it' just 
seems incredible to me that anyone would ever want to detract 
from that great record. 

In the twilight of his life he said that he did not think 
any administration, and I remember his speech, at the Armory in 
Washington, D. c., honoring Woodrow Wilson the last year of his 
life, the last year of Alben Barltley' s life. My wife and I sat 
there, and we were deeply moved by the way that Alben Barkley 
poured his heart into that speech that night, not a young man in 
terms of chronological age, and what an orator. tfllat a 
magnificent orator. And he was telling us of lfoodro\>T lfilson, 
and he was telling us of Franklin Roosevelt, and he was telling 
us of the Ne\oJ Deal, and tl1at night he said it was inconceivable 
that any administration or any party would try to undo the 
fundamental gains that had been made these past years since the 
1930's for the American people. (Applause) 

I have mixed emotions. I sometimes wish that Alben t·Jere 
here now to see the challenge that is before us. And yet I think 
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he worked hard enough, and it is our turn now ~ 

I wish that this thought that he expressed, that no 
political party or any administration would seek to undo the 
great gains that we have made, I wish that that were true. 
until 1964 it was true. The Republican Party also, although 
it once fought these programs and resisted tharn~programs which 
Alben Barkley helped fashion and of which he was so proud, the 
Republican Party came to adopt and help extend the vision of the 
New Deal. 

Why, senator Goldwater called Dwight Eisenho"Jer~ s program 
a "dime store New Deal... No responsible officer of goverrunent, 
Republican or Democrat alike, ever threatened or openly 
proposed to repeal the New Deal until nO\'J \>1here a man gets up and 
says that he considers his objective not to pass laws but to 
repeal them. 

I consider this a declaration of political war, and I ask 
that spokesman \'Jhat laws? What Barkley measures do you \'!ant to 
repeal, Mr. Goldwater? What New Deal, Fair Deal, Eisenh0\o1er 
measures do you wish to repeal? I think the American people 
are entitled to something more than glib and dangerous general
itieso 

This year a few radical men, and that is what they are -
these are not confused people, they are radicals -- a few 
radical men under Senator GoldwaterGs banner have captured the 
Republican Party. They are like pirates that have boarded the 
ship and locked up the crew. And they are now sailing the sea 
~eying upon anything that they can see. 

They have as much right to the proud name of the Republican 
Party as the 't·Jolf had to masquerade as tl'e grandmother of Little 
Red Riding Hood. (Applause) 

GOP -- it used to stand for Grand Old Party. Now it 
means "Goldwater, Our Problem." (Laughter -- Applause) 

GOP -- fathered by Abraham Lincoln, and today its spoli.esman 
repudiates the Emancipation Proclamation. GOP -- the party of 
Lincoln, the Lincoln who said government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people, a Lincoln who said the duty of 
government is to serve the people, a Lincoln who said that govern
ment shall do for the people what the people cannot do for them
selves, or as well for themselves. 
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Today that Party has been kidnapped, pirated by a group 
of radical brigands t·tho have repudiated the father of the Party 
and repudiated all it ever stood for. 

I charge them with being not Republicans, not Democrats, 
not Independents. I charge them with being America~s n~t breed 
of radicals. (Applause) 

Yes, they have declared war upon 30 years of American 
progress. They have declared war on their own Party. These 
radicals , and that is l'lhat they are, my friends , they would 
weaken social Security, if not destroy it. Why, there hasn ~ t 
been a responsible spokesman of either political party that has 
challenged Social Security since Alf Landon carried Maine and 
VermOnt. (Applause) 

And I will let you know something. Mr • Goldwater is not 
going to carry either one of them in 1964. (Applause) 

They would halt the farm ~ice support programs. Oh, Mr. 
Goldwater says, "Oh, no, you Democrats acc'.lse me falsely. You 
say that I want to immediately stop price supports . " 

He said, "I didn't say that." What he said was he \'Janted 
a prompt termination. (Laughter) 

Now, my dear friends, I used to teach school, and when I 
told one of my students .. immediately" it meant promptly, and 
when I said 11promptly" it meant inunediately, and if Mr. Goldwater 
gets confused over words like immediate.· · · and prompt, he is not 
fit to be president. (Applause) 

But make no mistake about it. Mr. Goldwater t·Jho has the 
conscience he says of a conservative, which is another play on 
words, because he is not a conservative; he doesn't conserve the 
past. He seeks to repudiate it. 

Mr. Goldwater is opposed to the farm price support program, 
and I want to warn every Kentucky tobacco grower that if he bas 
his way, your tobacco won't be '\tJOrth ten cents a pound, and don~t 
forget it. (Applause) 

-
Your cotton, you have got a couple of counties in Kentucky 

nearby here that grow some cotton. l'lell, cotton is a part of 
the American agricultural economy. The Senator from Arizona is 
as opposed to cotton as he is to progress. (Laughter) He voted 
against every single farm measure that has ever been put before 
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the Congress of the United States. 

I can tell you one ·thing, he is consistent:. He is con
sistently negative, consis·cently wrong. (Applause) 

These Goldwater radicals, ·they even \vant to sell TVA. Oh, 
yes. They mean it. They want ·to sell TVA. 

I said ·to a group ·the other day jus·c wha·c I am saying now, 
and some fellow said, "Oh, no , don~ ·c let ·that happen. 11 He said, 
11lfell, it would be bad enough to sell i·c, bu·c my goodness, 
imagine if they started to manage it • 11 Good grief~ (Laughter) 

Yes, to sell TVA. Mind you, here is a man ·chat is fighting 
agains·t. TVA. TVA ·cha·i: has meant s·l:rengl:h ·co America in \·jar·cime. 
We couldn~t have had our bomber fleet in World War II ~ii"l::hout 
TVA that produced the ~lectricity that produced ·the aluminum 
from the bauxite, and the bauxi·ce produced t:he aluminum oxide, 
and ·the aluminum oxide produced ·the aluminum plate which \vas 
used to make bombers which made World War II a victory. TVA, 
tha·l: harnessed the waters of the rivers, ·chat preven·l:ed floods' 
·chat creates the power, that helps free enterprise grO\t; and grow 
and grow, ·that helps farmers. that produces recreational areas, 
and yet this man, this temporary spokesman of a fraction of a 
fac-C:ion of reaction- (Laughter) -- t:his man has ·che unmi·cigated 
gall and nerve to recommend selling i·t. 

Well, I '\'Jant to tell you something. He is never going ·co 
ge·t: the chance. (Applause) 

These Goldwater radicals, they even oppose our "t-Jar on 
poverty. The only ,.,ar they want is ·those ·chat have go·c lit·cle 
nuclear weapons involved. 

No war on poverty. They "t-JOuld ignore ·the needs of educa·tion, 
and the statements I make are documented by their votes, not just 
by their speeches. They '~uld ignore the needs of our elderly. 
They \·JOuld ignore the needs of our young. And ·the sena·tor from 
Arizona and his followers look upon compassion · as wealmess and 
concern for the afflicted as socialism. 

I will tell you how we look upon it, as good solid decent 
Americanism. (Applause) 

Alben Barkley understood that government has as its primary 
purpose the helping of the people of America to help themselves. 
The whole purpose of this great America of ours is to emancipate 
humankind from sickness, from ignorance, from illiteracy; from 
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poverty, from fear, from frustration, permitting people ·to lif·t 
themselves, to be better people, and government is a par·tner in 
this great effort, this government of the people. 

Apparently the Senator from Arizona never read that portion 
of the Constitution "'hich calls upon the governmen·i: and the 
people to promote the general welfare. This fundamental 
principle of American Government has eluded the Goldwater 
radicals, and tha·t is why I call them radicals. They no·t only 
seek to tear down the ~ogress we have made. They not only 
repudiate bipartisan foreign policy that we fashioned. They not 
only drive from their ~in Party anybody that doesn~t agree with 
them. They not only attack the supreme Court and the whole 
judicial system. They attack the Constitu·tion of the United 
States of America. And I say that anybody ·tha·t does that is a 
radical, and I care not whether they are radicals of the left 
or of the right, they are not worthy of ·trust and respect in 
America. (!~pplause) 

Instead of compassion, which is a good Judaic-Christian 
virtue, the Golc}..Jaterites preach the kind of selfish irresponsi
bility in both domestic and foreign affairs, uninformed by 
history, if ever they read it, uncontolled by reason, untempered 
by charity, this selfish , irresponsibility is the central 
impulse to the Goldwaterimbrand of radicalism, and this is why 
I am motivated as never before in this campaign. 

This isn~t an ordinary election. This is an election over 
what values America is to have. (Applause) 

And you can generally tell of the intellectual bankruptcy 
of a political leader or party by how many half truths, innuendoe~ 
smears and slogans they indulge in. 

I have yet to find out what the program is of the· opposition 
except that Americans are sick and tired. Believe 'me, every
thing they speak of, \\le are sick and tired of this and sick and 
tired of that. You cangt say sick and tired without sneering. 
The only people that I k.no"1 that are really sick and tired are 
the ones that are talking about it. (Applause) 

And it is this kind of radicalism that leads the temporary 
spokesman of the Republican Party to charge that we in the 
Democratic Party are the party of socialism, calling Lyndon 
Johnson a socialist. This is like calling a churchman an atheist. 

Lyndon Johnson, if ever there was a man who was dedicated 
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·eo the institu·cions of private proper·i:y and free 
is the President of the Uni·ted States. Why, the 
man of the oppos H:ion even charged our President 
on Communism. Of course, he had just met: Nixon. 

enterprise, i-i: 
o ·i:lier day ·this 
".lith being soft 

(Laughter) 

Nixon impar-ted to him some ne\1-J information'· the same inf orma
·tion ·that defea·i:ed Mr. Nixon for ·i:he presidency and for governor 
of California. (Applause) 

May I say to Mr. Goldwa·i:er, i.vith friends like that we don't 
need any enemies. (Laughter) 

Now, the irresponsibili·ty of charging the Democratic Par ·ty 
and its candida·te with socialism is no where better illustrated 
than in Goldwa·i:er' s statemen·t on TV' A. · Here is what he said, tha·t 
"TVA was conceived in socialism, nurtured and expanded in deceit." 

I \\'Onder who t•.tro·te those lines for him. What nonsense. 

And ·then he said ·that "TVA .should be turned over to free 
enterprise if the government could only ge·t a dollar for U:. 11 

I gather he plans on selling it to the depar ·i:inent store out 
there in Phoenix. (Laughter -- Applause) 

I don ' ·c need ·i:o ·tell you about it. This is ·the ~arne TVA 
that has brough·l: you the benefits of the Kentucky Dani, and is 
bringing you ·the land between the lakes, national recrea·tion 
area. And i ·i: is ·the same TVA \o.d·chin just a lit·i:le distance of 
where Barkley Lal~e can be found. 

Then couple ·chat sta·l:ement, my friends, with this one. I 
though·t that REA was just about sure to remain with us as Mother•s 
Day. I didn't know anybody that was really against REA. 

I really mean this. I have searched through this land like 
Diogenes, and I have gone from precinc·c to precinc·t and sta·te 
to state~ and so help me, I never yet found a single person who 
openly said he is agains·t REA, and all at once . out of ·the 
backwoods, way back, comes this man with no lantern, believe me, 
only with a kerosene lamp (Laughter) -- and here is what he 
said: "The time has come to dissolve the REA." 

Why? Because it works. (Laughter) 

Oh, my friends, any man that says ·that TVA "Was conceived in 
decei·c and that we ought to dissolve ·the REA is a radical, is 
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irresponsible, and does not have the equipmen·c ·co be President 
of the United States. (Applause) 

NO\'J, lest any ~of you think ·chat I am being a little too 
partisan, may I say that what I say looks like an affidavit of 
character reference and praise compared to what Governor Scranton 
said. I haven• ·c even wri·cten Mr. Goldwater a let·cer; (Laughter) 
to wha·c Governor Rockefeller said, and a half dozen others; ·co 
what Mr. Nixon said. 

You knoTJ.', Mr. Goldwater goes around, and he says he wants to 
debate the President. Of course, in February he said no 
president should ever debate a national election. That was in 
February. 

Goldwater is very interesting. You have always got some ne'W' 
interpretation of what he meant. It is sort of like going to a 
skeet shoot and trying to hi·c a moving target. He said he \<Jan·ced 
to debate, and I let him know not long ago from a public platform 
I thought that was a good idea, that ·there \oiere a couple of 
invi·cations still outstanding. · He didn't get his spring training. 
The first debate he ought to have is with Rockefeller. wouldntt 
tha·c be a dandy? (Applause) (Laughter) 

And then after they got through working each other over, 
I think it would be good to match him wi·ch Scranton of P~nnsyl
vania. What a show tha·c would be. (.Applause) Then he could 
take on jus·c for kicks Romney of l-1ichigan, and then just to have 
a real old dirty slugging match, Ni~n. And after he got through 
with those, I would be willing to go on in an exhibition bout 
just to raise funds for the casualties of the RepUblican Party. 
(Applause) And I think he would just about be in trim for the 
champ. 

Well, friends, that San Francisco conven·cion \t7aS something 
to behold, wasn't it? Don't forget it. Donet forget it. They 
want you to forget it because the outcome of that convention, the 
Goldwater convention, was a flat refusal by the leadership of the 
present Republica:n Par·l:y, the leadership to repudiate radicalism 
or extremism. They refused to condemn the lunatic fringe of 
.American politics. And by so doing this Goldwater Party has 
encouraged in·co its ranks and under respectable American platforms 
individuals and organization whose stock in trade is the politics 
of hate, bitterness and catastrophy. 

Don't take my "'ord for it. The minority report of the 
Republican Party in convention assembled at san Francisco cited 
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the John Birch society and others in these words: "Groups whose 
tactics are wholly alien to the American deroocratic tradition. 11 

That report signed by some of the most distinguished Republicans 
in America, accused the Goldwater faction, and of these groups -
I should say accused the John Birch Society and their cohorts of 
"using secrecy, vigilante tactics, violence, smears, and 
character assassination, of dealing in unfounded rumors, gross 
exaggerations, falsehoods to trigger public hysteria,of 
exploiting anti-minority group sentiment to inflame human passion.•' 

Ladies and gentlemen, never has an indictment of a group 
been "'ritten in such flaming, unmistakable language. But what 
did the Senator from Arizona say about these groups? These 
un-American groups? This Birch Society that accuses President 
Eisenhower of being a conscious agent of the Communist conspiracy. 
Imagine that. Accusing the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
of being a member of the Communist Party. 

What do they say? What did Mr. Goldwater say? He said, 
"I am impressed by the type of people in the John Birch society. 
They are the kind we need in politics .•• 

End of quote. 

Well, Mr. Goldwater, they may be the ltind we need in 
politics but not in America. Not in this country. (Applause) 

If senator Gold.olater is unaware of the nature of his radical 
support, then he is incredibly naive, too naive to run this 
country. If he accepts this radical support for the purpose of 
votes, he is dangerously cynical. If the Senator is captivated 
by their direction, their philosophy, and methods, he is a grave 
danger to American democracy. 

I think the American people have a right to know whether 
Mr. Goldwater thinks that these are still what he says, people 
by which he is im~essed, and that they are the kind that we need 
in politics. 

I will tell you, they are the }{ind we don et need. We 
repudiate these rascals. We repudiate them \'dth the same kin~ 
of determination that we repudiate the communists or the fascistS ·· 
The Birchites and the radicals of the right are of the same ilk 
as the communists and the Marxists of the left, and we repudiate 
them. We \'!ant none of them in America. (Applause) 

Is it any wonder that Governor Scranton of Pennsylvania said 
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that senator Goldwa·ter and his radical followers are outside the 
mains·tream of American life and thought. These are ·things that 
they would like us to forge·t. They \'.ould like to have you 
remember their little shouting chants. They would like to have 
you think of only the lit·C:le ·things that they can holler at our 
President. 

But I don't intend to let you forget them. They attack 
and they at·tack and they a·t·cack in ·the hopes that you will 
forget and forget and forget. They use the technique of the 
big lie. But we are going to expose them. They are not going 
to get by with it. 

The people of Ken·tucky are too intelligen·t. so are the 
people of the other states of America. 

You want performance, and we have the candidate that gives 
it to you. 1\n:l the opposition hasn°t performed. 

Last year we enac·ted a tax cut of ~11.5 billion ·to stimulate 
prosperity. We passed the Ohio Valley Flood Control Projec·t to 
protect Kentucky and other states from floods. We approved · 
a wilderness bill to preserve the remaining wildern~ss lands 
including the forests in Kentucky. We enacted the Economic 
Opportunities Act to help you in your battle in some areas 
against economic distress. We have passed accelerated public 
works, area redevelopment, aid to higher education, nurses 
training. One bill after another • 

.And what was the performance ra·ting of the Republican 
standard bearer? And may I say that your two senators from this · 
state and a majority of· your delegation in congress voted for 
all of these constructive and progressive programs. Republicans-
many of them voted for them. But not Senator Goldwater1 (Applause) 

Now, dear friends, the hour is late. Let me say that when 
we are all through talking about ·these great issues, economic, 
political, I think it is fair to say that what we want in the 
White House is someone who has a record of performance. 

Alben Barkley would have welcomed tJte opportunity to work 
on these problems. He had a lot of confidence in our ability 
to be able to govern ourselves, and I ·think that Lyndon Johnson 
is the same kind of a man, trained in the same tradition, cut 
from the same mould and guided by the same visions. President 
Johnson, like Alben Barkley, has enthusiasm for what America has 
been and enthusiasm for what America can be and enthusiasm and 
faith in the American people, all of them. 
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President Johnson knows and you know that the big and central 
issue of our ·l:ime is peace and securi·cy. And, ladies and 
gentlemen, you canno·t afford to have in the office of the 
presidency an ama·ceur. You cannot afford to have as president 
of this United States anyone that is impulsive, irresponsible, 
rash or impetuous. You canno·c afford to have someone ·that 
argues about the yesterdays and even distorts their meaning. You 
canno·c afford ·to have someone as Presiden·i: of ·che United states 
that is apparen·l:ly incapable of sensing what is going on in ·chis 
world and has lit·tle or no vision about ·the tomorrows. 

Only in this las·l: week ·three great changes, in Russia, in 
China with ·the a·l:omic device, and in Grea·t Brita in with ·the new 
government, and possibly many more changes to come. We do not 
answer these problems by ul·cimaturns. You don' ·c a·nswer the 
problems of ·the soviet Union by saying \'lhat Mr. Goldtva·ter said, 
"Let's lob a bomb in ·the Kremlin." That is no·t any way, my friends. 

John Kennedy and others have told us ·tha·t peace requires 
perservering patience, peace is a process 'i::o be pursued. Peace 
requires unselfish devo·tion to ·the cause of peace. It requires 
patient building. It requires a Peace corps. It requires Food 
for Peace. It requires health. It requires economic assistance. 
I·t requires military po\t;er. And above all it requires ·the use 
of pot~r with wisdom and restraint. 

When we boil i·i: all down, everything I have said ·today, 
TvA, REA, all the things ·cha·c I have said \tJhich are ·true abou·l: 
this opposition, i·t all fades away in·eo relative insignificance 
because, ladies and gentlemen, we are living in perilous days, and 
we will be living in ·those days for years to come. 

And the man tha·i: serves in ·the Whi·te House ·i:he next four 
years is going to be making decisions that will affec·i: the lives 
of everyone of us for years to come. You can ° ·c afford to have a 
man in the White House that on one day is opposed to the u .N. 
ana ·the next day ·thinks, 11Well, maybe we ought to tolerate i·t." 

You cannot afford to have a 1nan in the White House that 
votes against one feeble step to end or at least to curb the 
arms race, the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. You cannot afford to 
have a man in the White House who feels that all you need to do 
is serve an ultimatum upon the communists and say either drop 
dead or else. And that is literally what has been said. 

What you need are men in the s·ta·C:ure of a Roosevelt, of a 
Truman, of an Eisenhower, of a I~nnedy, and of a Johnson who 
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understand that \'1e, the free people of America, have the terrible 
burden of world leadership and that world leadership does not 
permit you the luxury or the ex·travagance of acting irresponsibly. 

We have in our hands tonight, my fellow Americans, the life 
of this planet. We built the great po\ver ·that we have at great 
expense not for conquest, and we have unlimited power. Let no 
one deny that and let no one fool you, such power as the world 
has never kno\m. .And we need a man at the helm of this govern
ment who has self-discipline, who understands that power and the 
wealth of America is not for conquest or luxury, but that this 
power and this wealth has but one purpose, to achieve a decent 
and an enduring peace. 

We built this massive power to deter war, not to start it. 

We built this massive country of ours with its wealth to 
help people help themselves, not to destroy them. 

And I come before any audience withou·t any apology and 
without, let me say, any shame whatsoever when I say to you that 
the peacemaker is the strongest man in the world and that· the 
President of the United States must always represent the 
religious spiritual convictions of the American people which is 
"Blessed are the Peacemakers .. " 

We long for the day that we can beat our swords into 
plowshares. We long for the day that we can stop this arms race. 
We long for the day that we can pour our resources into better 
living, and we long for the day, my friends, that snan sha 11 make 
war no more. 

Oh, yes, those of the oppositiop say they want victory now. 
But we want victory, too. But the v.ictory we want, my dear 
friends, is a victory over war, a victory over disease, a 
victory over poverty, a victory over intolerance, a victory 
over oppression, and for these goals we mobili2e America. 

We do not mobilize the ~~er of this nation to frighten 
anyone. We mobilize the power of America to inspire everyone. 

And I am on the campaign hustings · .. day in and day out 
because I honestly believe in my heart that the candiate of 
opposition does not sense these great imperatives. And I do 
believe that Lyndon Johnson, President of the United States, has 
dedicated his life to the cause of human justice, to the cause 
of this Republic, one nation indivisible, under God, with 
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liberty and justice for all, and that he has dedicated his life 
to ·the pursuit of a just and an enduring peace, and tha·t is my 
kind of an American, and I am proud to be his running mate, and 
I long for the day that tve can count ·the vo·tes so we can see 
whether or no·t America wan·ts ·to be the child.f.en· .of ·the light or 
the children of darkness. 

And I think I know _what tve are going ·to be. We are going 
to light this candle of ·. hope in the world, and we are no·t going 
to just spend our time cursing the darkness. 

Let~ s get busy. Le·t• s win this election on November 3rd 
for our country and for humanity, and we can do it by helping 
our candidate, Lyndon Johnson, Presiden·t of ·the united s·ta·tes. 
(Applause) 
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We aset in Padueah today to honor Alben Barkley 

greateP.t: Am.er.iean politief!lea<lors of the 20th Cen.t.:ury;> 

one of the 

His stature in our history might suggest that we m8k.l3 this a 

solenru. oec.asiou9 but if Alben Barkley were lri.th us, he would not 

permit it .. 

One of the mark~ of hia greatness .was his ability to finrl somet:h t 

to laugh about eveu in the darkest hour --- or t\"' prevent others from 

be.eamning too self-indulgent or too stuffy.. Hum~r, for him, was the 

great solvent of antagoaisme among men, just as he found the h1m1orous 

parable £t menas to transmit his wisdom. and knowledge to others. 

I'd like nothing more than to stand here tonight telling 

Barkley stc1'. 1 ~s for two or three hours ..... which, by the way, is hoti 

Alb~ - ... ~kl.ey got: ld .s ::.:'>'Youtu.t;.,m. for oc·c.asion.ally talking too lofi8~ 

I sympathize fully with our bel,ved Veep. I understand his 

· feelings when a Kentucky gentleman wonce ·interrupted the Vica Pres.ick<ll .· 

b • II 1 d ..y cayLng, Barkley~ if your watch l~s stopped there is a ca e6 ~k 

on the w&J.l beh:i.nd you. 11 

vr~a'i.: li .earaer! He 8erved Kentucky · and his ri~atiou in Wasbimgtcn 

for 39 yeass -- first, in the .HHuse .of. Repreaentativea- .... · then in t.he 

S~a~e where. he ~...alll@ Demoeratie Majority Leader ... ., and finalJy as 

Vie.e Preside.o.t., And~ than, the good people of Keo..tucky rewmed him 

t~u-~~ again to the Senate., 

1b~re. are two things ~bout Alben Barkley wmich the legepd may 

obe.cu-re_ Beu.eath the wit and good humpr, he bore the courage acd 

·\ifisda:m v f a g~eat __ le.gi.c:UAti ve- .l.sQder .... ---He _g.ave .finn direc..tiDfl. co .hi.8 

- mvre -
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fellow Duruocrats. He mobili~ed the en~rgies oi those who agreed. 

And he was equally skilled in fashionir~ agreernen~ among those who 

differed. 

Alben Barkley was the first Vice Presidential nominee chosen 

because he had every qualificati$n to be President. Until his time 

the Vice Presidential office had usually been a subject for humote · 

or c~tempt -- or worse. 

Thomas R. Marshall, Vice President under President Woodrow 

Wilson, nf.t: c 2 tha t t he " lic e President is like a man in cataleptic 

co4-- _~ .o ~ he cannot speak; he cannot move; he suffers no pain; and yet 

he is perfectly conscious of all that goes on around him .. " 

President Truman's select:ioo. of Alben Barkley ended all that. 

The Veep not only was eminently qualified to assume the awesome ciutiea 

of the Presidency, but also he was an @Ctive Vice President who 

served as the traveling e.JQ£H and ears of the Truman Administ:ratirez. ~ 

There are mahy striking parallels between the car eers of 

Alben Barkley and Lynden Johnson. 

Both were tested in the legislative battles of £Congress~ Both 

were elected by theit fellow Democrats to the position of highest 

political l~«d~rship in the Senate. Both received a man~ate from the 

Ameriean people to serve as vigorous and creative Vice Presidents. 

And when~ under tragic an.d dreadful circua:Btances, Lyndon Johnson 

·waa elevp-t·_e -:: :~o the Wh1. t e H9uae, he brought to the high office of 

~~: b.~.. ~;;;;nt many of the qualities which were so prominent in the 

character of Barkley. 

He brought wisdom and responsibility gained from vsst politi cal 

experience. He brought a deep sense of oompassion for people and he 

brought a sensitivity to the rich diversity of America. 

Alben .B5rkley was a child of the Woodrow Wilson era, while 

Lyndon Johnson was. a child of the Great Depression... The common ex

perience which shaped ~litical philosophi.e.s--~ce during 

Fnmklin Rooseve.lt 1 s New Deal. 

Alben Barkley was proud of ·the record of the New Deal. In the 

twilight -of his life he said thathe did not think any ~n 

of any -pa.rty .. ...wQul..d--try--to--un.do.. _t:bag.e_£lJI:'KLems.n..t:.al.. _a.aic.J;_ :£p.r- t:he peapJ.e.. 

- l wish that -were true. 
~ more -

u 
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Until 1964~ the ~Mk~ party -- although it once resisted 

the programs of wb:iclt Alben Barkley was proud _... came to adept and 

help extend the vision of th~ New Deal. 

!his year, however, a fe'" men, under Senator GoldW~Ster' s direct ior 

have captured that party. They have as much right to its proud name 

as the wolf had to masquerade as the gr6~her of Little ~ed Riding 

Hood. But regardless of right, these irresponsible men have seized 

control and declared war on the acheivements of 30 years ~ 

They would weaken Social Security -- if not destroy it entirely. 

They would halt farm price support programs. They would sell TVA~ 

They ~~ -:.. J..d wreck Rural Electri.:'"ication.. They would oppo9e attlicks 

on poverty. They would ignore the needs of edueationo 

Alben Barkley understood that gover~l-t has the e1rp:ess put"pO-se 

of helping the people of America help themselves -- "to promote the 

general welfare," as it says in the Constitution. 

The fundamental tenet of American government has totally eluded 

the Goldwaterites. 

Instead of compassion, Senator Goldwater pr~es a kind of selflt 

irresponsibility in domestic and foreign affairs. Up~f~rmGd by 

histo~y, uncontrolled by reason, untempered by charity, this selfish 

irresponsibility is the central impulse to Senator Goldwater's brand 

of r~adicalism. 

And it is this selfish irresponsibility which appeaii so directly 

to various extremist groups in America. The outcome of the Goldwater 

Conv~"'~:: ~ _on in San Francisco wa s a flat refusal to repudiate extremismc 

By its refusal to condemn the lunatic fringe of American politics,' 

the Goldwater Patty has permitted into its ranks those individuals 

and organizations whose vtock in trade is the politics of hate and 

catastrophe. 

The Minority Reprt on Extremism mthe 1964 Republican Na~onal 

Convention cited the John Birch Society and others as "groups whose 

tactics are wholly alien to the American Democratic tradition." 

It accused them of using "secrecy, vigilante tactics, violence, 

smears, and character assassination .... (of dealing in)urn£ounded rumors ~ 

- more -
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gross exaggerations, and falsehoods to trigger public hysteriaoo o, 

of exploiting anti-minority group sentimer..t to inflame human p~ssion o" 

But Senator Goldwater has said: "I am impxessed with the type 

of people in the John Bit·ch Society. They aro the kind we o.eed in 

politi cso" 

If Senator Goldwat er is unaware of the nature of much of hi s 

support, he must be ineredibly naive., 

If he accepts extremist support for the purpose of v~tes, he is 

dangerously cynical. 

If Senator Goldwat er is captivated by their direction, philosophy 

and method, he is an gr ave danger to American democracyu 

Senat ·, • '":oldwat 0r and hi s extremis t f ollmvers are outside the 

m!" .. ... :. -c.-3m of i•n~ \::lrlcan l i fe Cl t.<~d thought ~ And the people of .. ?.Kentucky 

know that performance ~- not promises -- is the true test of a man. 

How about Senator Goldwat.er' s performance? Consider these 

facts: 

Last year we enacted a $11.5 billion tax cut to stimulate pros~ 

perity and accel erate our economic growtho 

We passed an Ohio Valley flood control project to help protect 

Ken.tucky and other states, 

We approved the Wilderness Bill to conserve our remaining 

v75_lderness lands including fores t s in Kentucky. 

We enacted the Economic Opportunity Act to fight pockets of 

poverty in this land of prosperityo 

We approved the Cotton Act of 1964 which is vital to cotton far· 

mers dand ·• ,,. ·. A. t +- • • • d ... ex _J.. ... e '- ~":t us •. ry ... 

.. .... two P.ep uL l :L:,~~l Sena·...:ors or a majori ty of your delegation 

in Congress voted for all these constructive and progressive 

programs. But not Senator Goldwatero As in most things ; hi s response 

was always, "No, no,..~ a thousand times no." 

The people of Kentucky know that performance-- not promises - ~ 

i s the true test of a man . 

We are a dynamic and growing country with many problems to solve. 

We know the country's productive power can supply all people wibh 

jobs and raise every man above the level of poverty . We do not have 

- more -
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to redistribute the wealth to do this. We can create enough new wealtl 

to do it. And we are confident we can keep peace, if America is as 

responsible as it is strong. 

Alben Barkley would have weloomed the opportunity to solve 

these problems. He had anfidence that a free, democratic people could 

govern themselves. He had profound faith in the free institution.s 

of the American politics system. 

Lyndon Johnson is the dame kind of man: cradled in the same 

tradition, cut from the same mold» and guided by the same vioionso 

Fo%give us Democrats for ; our enthusiasm: enthusiasm for what 

America has been; enthusiasm for what American can be; e~thusinRm for 

our faith in the American people -- sll of them. 

Forgive our enthusiasm as we enlist with Lyndon JohE:.;on on 

November 3rd 

G;reat Society. 

fnot for the last §rest War-- but for the first 

######4~1#######1#1# 
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in Paducah today to honor Alben Barkley--

one of the greatest American political leaders of the 

His stature in our history might suggest that we 

make this a solemn occasion, bu) if Alben Barkley were \ 

with us, he would not permit it. - u.r ~A...,.,.,....~ I 

one of the marks of his greatness was his ability 

to find something to laugh about even in the darkest -------::::..-::. 
hour--or to prevent others from becoming too self-indulgent 

or too stuffy . Humor, for him, was the great solvent of 

antagonisms amon men, just as he found the humorous 

parable a means 

to others. 
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telling Barkley stories for two or three hours--which , 

by the way , is how Alben Barkley got his reputation for 

occasionally talking too long . --

~ I sympathize fully with our beloved ve ep . I under-

stand his feelings when a Kentucky gentleman once 

interrupted the Vice President by saying , " lie"'~'' • 
if your watch has stopped , there ' s a calendar on the 

w~J...t,~ 
wall behind you . " 

What a career! He served Kentucky and his nation 

in Washington for 39 years--first , in the Hous e of Repre-

sentatives--then in the Senate where he became Democratic 

Majority Leader--and finally as Vice President . And , then , 

Senate. 
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There are two things about Alben Barkley which 

the legend may obscure. Beneath the wit and good humor, 

ha.J 
he ._.. the courage and wisdom of a grea t legislative 

leader. ~e gave firm d irection to his fellow Democrats. 

He mobilized the energies of those who agreed. And he 

was equally skilled in fashioning agreement among those 

who differed. 

Barkley was the fir s t vice-~residential 

nominee in recent history chosen because he had every ., 

qualification to be president.f:o often , ,over the 

decades , the vice - presidency had been merely a subject 

for humor . 

~ Thomas R. Marshall, Vice President under President 

Woodrow Wilson, noted that " the Vice President is like a 

man in a cataleptic state: he cannot speak; he cannot 

move; he suffers no pain; and yet he is perfectly conscious 

of all that goes on around him. " ________ _..__. -- - . 
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rl~e -1-k. n. 
President Truman's selection of Alben Barkley 5 7 

an c. •p+- tf fh" v /ce - P •~t_ ;J ~~ 
t:The veep not only was eminently qualified to 

assume the awesome duties of the Presidency, but ~&~t .. • 

he was an active Vice-President who ser ved as the 

traveling eyes and ears of the Truman administration . 
------ -

many striking parallels between the 

Pn'!:J·:A.:- #'1. + 
careers of Alben Bark ey and Lyndon Johnson . 

1\ 

Congress . Both were elected by their fellow Democrats 

to the position of highest political leadership in the 

... people to serve as v~gorous and creative Vice Presidents . 

rAnd~n, under tragic and dreadful circumstances , 

Lyndon Johnson was elevated to the White House, he 
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brought to the high office of President many of the 

qualities which were so prominent in the character of 

Alb en Barkley. 

He brought wisdom and resionsibility gained from 

vast political experience . brought a deep sense of 
~ 

compassion for people and he brought a sensitivity to 

the rich diversity of America . 

Alben Barkley was a child of the Woodrow Wilson 

era , while Lyndon Johnson was a child of the Great 

Depression~he common experience which shaped their 

political philosophies was service during Franklin 

Roosevelt ' s New Deal . 

~ Alben Barkley was proud of the record of the New 

In the twilight of his life he said that he did 
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not think any administration of any part y would try to 

undo these fundamental gains for the people . 

LI wish that were tru~. 

~Until 1 •• the Republican Party--although it once 

resisted the programs of which Alben Barkley was 

came to adopt and help extend the vision of the New Deal . 

J ra.J: u ... l 
~ This year , however , a fewAmen, under Senator 

Goldwater ' s They 

have as much right to its proud name as the wolf had to .... 
masquerade as the grandmother of Little Red Riding Hood . 

ra-J,c_a.)s 
.. ._ .. lf ................ -.1[hese irresponsible ... have 

seized control and declared war on the achievements of 

Is 
weaken Social security-- if not destroy it 

entire!~ J They would halt farm price support programs . 

And Kentucky's tobacco farmers know what this would mean . 
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They would ~ rural electri-

fication . They woul d oppose attacks on poverty . They 

i gnore the needs o f education. 

understood that g overnment has the 

express purpose of h elping t h e people o f erica h elp 

themselves -- f~ to promote the genera l we lfare ,'" a s it 

n g overnment h as 

t otally eluded the Go l dwater radicals . 

a ind of selfish irresponsibility in domestic and 

forei gn Uninf ormed by h istory , uncontrolled 

b y r e a son , untempered b y chari t y, t h is selfish irresponsi--
bility is the central impulse to Senator Go ldwater's 

b rand of radicalism . 
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~t is this kind of radicalism that leads the 

temporary spokesman of the Republican Party to charge 

-JI•IIIR we are~ the party of Socialism. L The irresponsibility 

of this charge is nowhere better illustrated than in 

Goldwater's statement that uTVA was conceived in 

socialism ••• nurtured and expanded in deceit " and that 

( 
they (the government) could only get a dollar for it . " 

- ---·- ··-

~This is the same TVA which has brought you the 

benefits of Kentucky Dam, is bringing you the 

Area. 

I 

/..J..his statement coupled with the one that " the 

time has come to are prime examples 

of Goldwater's radicalism and irresponsibility ... 
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~ And it is this selfish irresponsibility which 

r(:tr. .·c..d 
appeals so direc t ly to various extremist s in 

America • . The outcome of the Goldwater convention in 

San Francisco was a flat refusal to repudiate extremism. 

L By its refusal to condemn the lun~atic fringe of American 

en cou..ra..t} e.J 
politics , the Goldwater Party has f ' 6 I into its 

ranks those individuals and organizations whose stock -
in trade is the politics of hate and catastrophe. 

Minorit Report on Extremism to the 1964 

Republican National Convention cited the John Birch 

Society and others as "groups whose tactics are wholly 

alien to the American democratic tradition . " 

accused them of using " secrecy, vigilante tactics , 

violence, smears, and character assassinaLLon • (of dealing 
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in) unfounded rumors, gross exaggerations, and falsehoods 

to trigger public hysteria ••• , of exploiting anti-minority 

group sentiment to inflame human passion. ~( 

But Senator Goldwater has said: res sed 

by the type of people in the John Birch Society. They 

are the kind we need in 

Senator Goldwater is unaware of the nature of 

much of his support, he must be incredibly naive . 
1'\ 

• rad ' cA I 
he accepts support for the purpose of 

votes , he is dangerously cynical. 

is 

philosophy) and method) he is a '·grave danger to American 

outside the mainstream of American life and thought.~~ 
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~ people of Kentucky know that performance--not promises--

is the true test of a man. 

~ow about Senator Goldwater's performance? Consider 

these facts: 

Last year we enacted a $11 . 5 billion tax cut to 

stimulate prosperity and accelerate our economic growth. 

~e passed an Ohio Valley flood control project 

to help protect Kentucky and other states. 

~e approved the Wilderness Bill to conserve our 

remaining wilderness lands--including forests in Kentucky. 

k e enacted the Economic Opportunity Act to fight 

pockets of poverty in this land of prosperity . 

t.U...,f;M.....,('#t.t 

p tJ fA 
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~our two Republican Senators or a majority of 

your delegation in Congress voted for all these 

constructive and progressive programs . But not 

Senator Goldwater . As in most things, his response 

~he people of Kentucky know that performance--not 

promises--is the true test of a man . 

~e are a dynamic and growing country with many 

problems to solve . We know the country •s productive 

power can supply all people with jobs and raise every 
____ , _________________________ __ 

the level of poverty.~e do not have to 

redistribute the wealth to do this. We can create 

man above -----
- ----

enough new wealth to do it . And we are confident we 

can keep the peace , if America is as responsible as l 
I 
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~Alben sa;kl~y would have welcomed the opportunity 
-~ 

to solve these problems.~e had confidence that a 

f~, democratic people could govern th:mselves.~e 
had profound faith in the free institutions of the 

American political system. 

Pres' J n t 
Lyndon Johnson is the same kind of man: cradled 

in the same tradition, cut from the same mold, and 

guided by the same vis~ons. 

l_!resident Johnson - like Alben Barkely - has 

enthusiasm for what America has been -- enthusiasm for 

Ameri can people -- all of them. 

~ let us enlist -- enthusiastically 

the 

~ 
what America can yet be -- enthusi as m and faith in 

with 

Pres ident Lyndon Johnson on November 3rd -- not for the 

Last Great Var -- But for the First Great Society. 
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Text for ILGWU Tape 

Se nator Hubert H. Humphrey 

Paducah, Ke ntucky 

~The events of recent days -- t he shake - up i n 

the Kremlin leaders h ip, the detonation of a nuclear 

device by Communist China, the change i n Government 

i n Great Britain -- focus our attent i on once again 

on t he Pres i de nt's role as Commander- i n - Chi ef a nd 

on his role as leader of t he free world . 

~These events dramat i ze the need for a President 

who knows that patience a nd prudence are required 

to maintain t he delicate balance of peace between 

the United States and t h e Soviet Union~These 

events impress upon us once again t he need for 

responsibi l i ty in the exerc i se of President i al power . 

~And these events point up our need for a man i n the 

White House who knows t hat peace is not pursued 

through t h e rat tle of rocket s or t he i ssuing o f 

ultimatums . 
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~The greatest difference between President 

Johnson and Senator Goldwater is on the question 

of responsibility in the field of international 

; fairs . J So nab en lis lim hr I • uhmo a ra no wije re 

;2 • more dapserous to the safety a nd welfare of 

d!i! I Pi!@ !i I§ §fi§ t g the sa fetjr and wel fare ~ all 

M£ Wblid.fhe difference is much more than the 

usual partisan arguments . 

Senator Goldwater's reckless views on foreign 

policy have been repudiated by many famous 

R~-~ publications -~tha New Xgfk Herald-Tribune, 

the fiiiarst PRJ?If&PCIBJ bl1 i1ni:pps Howard PAWSi1BPers, 

Life Mgga zi pe _the Saturday Eueni Pi Pwt. .;~til o.b 

and many others have come out in favor of 

e::q Qe p t :T~];lp§QP. Millions of Republicans will vote 

for President Johnson this November because they 

share the view expressed by the New York Herald Tribune : 



-3 -

"Senator Goldwater has shown himself, 

in sum, a poor risk for the most personal 

and awesome of a President's responsibilities, 

the conduct of foreign relations i n an age 

when survival may, in crisis, depend on his 

judgment -- and his judgment alone." 

~ The central fact that has emerged in this campaign 

is that the American people do not want Barry 

Goldwater's finger on the nuclear trigger . 

~ Senator/Jtfi.,;;~~ is at odds with tha whole 

bi - partisan tradition in foreign policy . He rejects 

foreign aid; he disdains negotiation; he dismissed 

condemns 

our efforts to end the armaments race. 

~isten to several of Senator Goldwater's 

considered, deliberate statements on foreign 

policy from his own book, "The Conscience of a 

Conservative . " I quote directly : 
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"A shooting war may cause the death 

of many millions of people, including our 

own . But we cannot, for that reason, make 

the avoidance of a shooting war our 

chief objective." 

Here is another of his policy statements: 

"We must - - ourselves - - be prepared 

to undertake military operations against 

vulnerable Communist regimes . " 

the world 

Qii@ 9& "'' 6 11 ii lit and again I 

quote him - - "to invite the Communist leaders 

to choose between total destruction of the 

Soviet Union and accepting local defeat . " 
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What the Reserve Ge neral from Ar izona 

does not realize is that s uch Mft•• .. •••·••~s games 

ofl~uclear "chicken* could event ually result 

i n the annihilati on of life 

there 

i s no s uch t hi ng as quick and total victory 

t here is only " instant a nnihilat i on . " 

The recent detonat i on of a nuclear devi ce 

by Red China underscores once again t he perils 

of this nuclear age . Since t hat day nearly 

20 years ago whe n man exploded the atom a nd 

acquired the power to obliterate himse10~ 

t~ £'•• r i: li8s 2 X., war has worn a new face . 

~he s i ght of the mushroom cloud has sobered 

responsible me n) a nd demands of t hem a kee n 
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perception of mutual interests and the 

highest degree of responsibility . 

~We are led today by a man who has 

displayed this degree of responsibility. 

~resident Johnson understands that we must 

remain strong to preserve the peace. And 

~resident Johnson understands that strength 

employed without responsibility is the 

short-cut to mutual annihilation . 

President Lyndon B. Johnson is 

a man of prudence and compassion, a man fully 

conscious of his responsibility to use our 

awesome power with reason and restraint . 

~Under his leadership, America will never 

risk the extinction of the torch of world 

leadership by the bitter whirlwind of nuclear 

holocaust . 
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~ We honor the vision of John F. Kennedy 

because he understood that perseverance in 

the pursuit of peace is not cowardice -- but 

courage . Restraint in the use of force is 

not weakness -- but wisdom. President Johnson 

is the keeper of that vision. 

In this time of national testing, let 

( us remember the message of the Scriptures : 

• \' without vision, the people perish . Let us 

hold fast to our vision of America . Let us 

preserve our vision against those who do not 

understand it; those who could so casually 

destroy it . 

~work with diligence this autumn, 

this glorious American vision -- conceived 

in hope -- forged in battle -- tested in 

adversity -- shall not perish from this earth . 
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