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Mr. Scherer. Senator, first of all congratulations on your 
good fortune of last Tuesday. Wha·t do we call you now, Vice
President Elect? would tha·t be the proper term? 

., 
Vice-Presiden·t Elec·t Hurr.phrey. Well, Ray, I hope that: some 

of the names that I was called during the campaign period may 
be forgotten, except Horatio. I wouldn ~ t want them to forge·i: 
tha·t. You know, when I was elected to the United s ·tates senate, 
my cons·l:ituen·ts in Minneapolis still called me Mayor. 1\nd I 
have a feeling ·that I will be called Senator by many, many people. 
And tha·t is a very honored title, one that I love very much. 
But maybe we better wai·t un·til January to see what they call me, 
because I will still be United States Senator until January. 

Mr. Scherer. Senator, what we have brought you here to talk 
about is your new role. We understand that President Johnson 
has ·talked to friends about his Vice- President being a ldnd of 
assistant president. What does ·tha·t involve? How does tha·l: 
change the present concept of the vice- presidency? 

Vice-Presiden·t Elect Humphrey. Well, I have read in one 
or two columns some of the observa'i::ions of ·the Presiden·t 
relating to the office of Vice-President. 1\nd t•Je have had a 
very brief vis it: about it, but no·t in any dept h. Of course, a 
vice-president will do what the President wants him ·i:o do. That 
is his first obligation, to be loyal to the President and to be 
a faithful servant, a faithful partner ·to ·the Presiden·t and his 
program. But President Johnson has indicated to.some of his 
journalistic associates and friends, and you men in the news 
media tha·t he wants his vice-president ·to be active, to be of 
help to him in ·the legislative process as well as some coordina
tion work with the departments of government. 

Of course, the Vice-Presiden·t of the United Sta·tes will have 
responsibilities with the Na·tional Securi·ty Council, with ·the 
Space Agency, with the conunit'l.:ee on Equal Oppor·tunity Employment 
Practices, ·that is the government contrac·ts with defense in
dustries. so he will be busy. Plus the fact of presiding over 
the Senate. And I hope to do more of that ·than has been 
customary. 

And also worlting with the members of ·the Sena·te on matters 
of some concern to our governmen·l:. 
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Mr. Scherer. Yo·u have always been a man who has immersed 
himself in foreign affairs. Can you take a look at your role 
in international affairs. Will there be a lo·t of traveling? 

Vice-President Elect Humphrey. I think there will be, 
because President Johnson, you may recall, was asked to do a 
good deal of traveling by President Kennedy. And the Vice
Presidency, as an office, has been developing this past 25, 30 
years, a great deal. When Mr. Wallace was Vice-President under 
Franklin Roosevelt, you may recall that he did a good deal of 
traveling for President Roosevelt, ac·ting as the eyes and ears 
of the President. But more significantly -- well, President 
Barkley did some, too, for President Truman -- or Vice-President 
Barkley, I should say. But under the Presidency of General 
Eisenhower, Mr. Nixon was called upon to do a good dea 1 of 
traveling abroad, and then President Kennedy really expanded the 
role of the Vice-President by asking his Vice•President, Lyndon 
Johnson, to go to Africa , to go to Europe, ·to go to Asia , to 
Latin America, and I have a feeling that Presiden·t Johnson will 
want to do the same with his Vice-President. And of course this 
would please me very much because I thoroughly enjoy the 
opportunity to work in the field of foreign rela·tion$, and I hope 
that I can be of help to my country and to the President. 

Mr. Scherer. Is it fair to say, then, ·that Mr. Johnson :s s 
experience as Mr. Kennedy 3 s Vice-President has given him a 
special insight into the way that he would like his Vice
President ·to operate? 

Vice-President Elect Humphrey. I ·think so. As I recall, 
President Johnson has indica·l:ed fmm ·time to time that he felt 
that President Kennedy did a great deal in developing the full 
meaning of this office of Vice-President, and I have a feeling 
that President Johnson will want to even go fur·l:her. I mean to 
use the Vice-President to be of help to him. 

And I think a Vice-President can be of help to a President. 
He must remember that he is the Vice-President. He ough'l: to 
have a sort of passion for anonymity, as a mat'l-:er of fact. And 
some people have wondered whether I can have that, and I think 
I can. I worked with the Majority Leader of . the Senate as a 
lieutenant, and I hope as a faithful lieutenant. And I will want 
to work with President Johnson exactly that way. 

And I repeat, the scope of the office of Vice-President, it 
will be determined by the design of the President himself. But 
President Johnson is a busy man. He is a can-do mano I have 
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worked with him a long time. And I have a feeling, Ray, tha·c 
I am going to be a very busy person, knowing our President. 

Mr. Scherer. On ·l:ha·l: poin·l:, how would you describe your 
relationship with Mr. Johnson? I ask ·chis in ·the con·l:ext of the 
knowledge that he is a man who likes to make most of the 
decisions himself. 

Vice-President Elect Humphrey. Yes. And he should make 
the decisions as President. Bu·t he likes to discuss these 
matters before the decisions are made. 

I have ~orked closely with him for 16 years. I think that 
amongst the senators from the northern states, in the days when 
President Johnson was Majority Leader, tha·l: I \';as abou·t as close 
·to him as anyone. And I worked with him no·t only in terms of 

· the legislative program, but I spent many hours in his office 
_with him talking, as a personal friend. My relationships with 
·the President are just about as \•iarm and friendly as ·they could 
ever be, and he is always considerate of me, very helpful ·to me, 
he always has been; he broadened my horizons when I was in ·che 
Senate. He brought me in·to con·tac·t with men tha·i: I ough·l: to 
know in the Sena·te. He helped me bridge some gaps be·cween what 
you might call the liberal forces and ·the conservative forces. 
And so I really look forward to it. 

We have a good time, as a mat·l:er of fact; when we ge·l: 
together we really enjoy one another~s company, and I think we 
will do very well together. 

Mr. Scherer. Doesn't it get down to this -- that you and 
the President, then, look on the Vice-President as not a man who 
sits and waits, but as an activist. 

Vice-President Elect HwnphrE'y. I must say, if I may make 
a prediction, that President Johnson will see ·to i·t his Vice
President earns his pay. Presiden·l: Johnson believes in a day• s 
work for a day's pay. .And he will see to it that anybody that is 
around him is an ac·tivis·t, because he is an ac:tivis·t: himself, and 
he knows that I like to be an activist. 

So I have a feeling that my work will be cut out for me, 
but I want to make it clear, it will be in the design and the 
dimensions ·that he wants i·l:. And I think tha·t will keep me 

.plenty busy. 

Mr. Scherer. Mr. Vice-President, could we look back on the 

. • . 
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campaign for just a minute. There seems ·to be a feeling tha·t it 
was not a particularly eleva·ted campaign, there were too many 
cats and dogs thrown around. Wha·t would be your feeling? 

Vice-President Elect Humphrey. Well, I must say tha·c ·there 
were many days that I was disappointed in the tone of the 
campaign. our opposition saw fit to be a li·ttle ·too personal i·l: 
seemed ·to me. Bu·t that is over. We did, bo·th the Pres iden·c and 
myself, ·try ·to discuss mat·ters like educa·tion, foreign policy. 
The Presiden·t made two or ·three very good addresses in the field 
of foreign policy. Dedica·ting a new university in Florida, he 
made a splendid address upon education. I tried to discuss even 
the role of the Presidency, the history of the office of the 
Presidency, the problems relating to our cities~ 

So we did lay out many areas of discussion that will 
project us into ·the fu·ture. I·t \vasn= ·t a campaign that was just 
about the past. Frankly, there were many things said that I 
think tell you of the fu·ture and what we hope to do. 

Mr. Scherer. Everyone of course is still pondering wha·t 
it means. Did it mean ·tha·t the American public will not elec·l: 
a conservative as President? 

Vice-President Elec·l:: Humphrey. No, no, because I really 
donmt believe tha·t Mr. Goldwater is a conservative in ·the true 
sense of tha·t meaning -- of ·tha·t 'tvord, and that concep·l::. 

Speaking at the University of Georgia, in Athens, Georgia, 
I discussed the role of the conservative in American poli·tics. 
And men like Alexander Hamilton, Chief Jus·tice Marshall in the 
early days of our American his·tory, were conserva·tives. And yet 
they believe in an effec·tive, positive role for Federal Govern
ment. They rejec·ted the doc·trine that Mr. Goldwater was preaching, 
namely, ·that there ought to be very limited Federal Government 
ac·t:i.vity. 

Conservatives are people who conserve the bes·l:: of the past, 
who respect it, bu·t pa·tiently build on it.. They are not people 
that pull things up by the roots. 

The word "conserva·tive" means just what i·l: says, to conserve 
what you have gained, and to build on i·t .. 

So I would no·t wan·l: ·to say that this election represented a 
repudia·tion o~ conservatism, because I don't really believe that 
the philosophi'cal conserva·tism in the sense of ·the American 
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experience of conservatism was being debated in this campaign. 

Mr. Scherer. What did the election of 1964 prove? 

Vice-President Elect Humphrey. I think it proved ·that the 
programs and the accomplishments of the past 30 years that we 
have hammered out and refined, both by Democrats and Republicans, 
that those programs have acceptance, and that these programs 
represent a sort of a floor or plateau from whence we move to 
higher ground, carefully, prudently, but that we move ahead. 

I think what the electorate was saying to us is build and 
go ahead, but go ahead carefully, but keep going ahead. Don3 t 
make any fast moves, don't try to go pell-mell. Make every step 
a measured step. But move forward. 

And then I think the electora·l:e was telling us that the 
Presiden~ and that this country must con·tinue to accep·t the 
burdens of world leadership for freedom and for peace • . 

It was a reaffirmation of our bipartisan foreign policy. 
Many of us are discouraged at times with ·the developments in the 
\IIOrld. But I think the American people said tha·t despite ·these 
discouragements, despite our setbacks, we are on the right course, 
let~s pursue tha·t course. But let~s pursue it again wil:h 
reasoned measures,with careful determined steps. But let's go 
ahead, let's move, let 0 s not lose faith in the United Nations, 
let~s try to strenghten it. Letas not lose faith in our 
alliances. Let 11 s try to streongthen those. And above all, le·t•s 
not have any recklessness, any irresponsibility in the use of 
our power. 

The American people are conscious of the power of this 
country. And they want to be sure tha·t that power is used with 
restraint and that it is used responsibly. 

so I believe what the American people did was to repudiate 
recklessness and irresponsibility, and to sor·t of embrace 
responsibility and performa~ce. 

Mr. Scherer. senator, one final point. 

You came out of this campaign tired; we all did. What can 
be done to make the Am~rican election campaigns shorter, less 
arduous, less boring, "if you will'Z 

Vice-President Elect Humphrey. Well, I do believe that we 
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are going to have to catch up poli·cically with the developments 
in science actually, wi·ch the jet airplane, and with the radio 
and television and the news media that we have today w~ can get 
to the people wi·l:h our message in a much shorter period of ·time. 

What we really find ourselves doing with these long, 
extended campaigns of two or three months is replaying the whole 
material. And it loses a quality of H:s spon·caneity and its 
freshness, and therefore I think that you tend to become tired, 
the public becomes a li·ctle tired. 

It is my view that the people were ready to vote in this 
election at least ·~o weeks before it was over, and that they 
actually had made up their minds about two weeks before the 
election date. so maybe we can have a little bipar·tisan soul
searching and bipartisan reasoning and negotiation and come to 
an understanding that it might be well if we had our political 
conventions, let 11 s say, in the month of Sep·tember. 

Mr. Scherer. The mon·l:h of September. 

Vice-Presiden·l: 
in July and August. 
of prepara·tion, and 
·ten weeks campaign. 

Elect Humphrey. Rather ·than having them 
And then get do~~ for at least two weeks 

maybe a six weeks campaign instead of a 

We could cover America. There isn~ t any doubt abou·i: that o 

Why, with one telecast, you can get to more people by accident 
than you can by premeditation going around the country all year 
long. 

Mr. Scherer. I think you started something. 

Vice-President Elect Humphrey. Well, le·l:"s hope ·that it 
might be of some help in the days ahead. At least we ough·t to. 
give it some thoughtful consideration. 

Mr. Scherer. Thank you very much. Thanks for this 
provocative look into 1965. I think maybe we better ·turn you 
loose so you can get a top hat for January 20. 

Vice-President Elect Humphrey. Thank you, sir. I am 
looking forward to tha·t. 

Mr. Scherer. We all are. 
#41:### 
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