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I am honored to receive this award, most of all because
it comes from people I greatly admire and respect.

I have always thought that the highest form of humanitarianism -
humanitarianism that transcends mere charity - is helping

others to help themselves. It 1s doing things with people,
rather than for them. And that is the kind that both the
American and Israeli labor movements have always practiced.

Through the Afro-Asian Institute for Cooperative and Labor
Studies, which has rightly enjoyed the generous support

of American labor, Histadrut has been helping the peoples
of other lands to organize for their own welfare and that
of their nations.

The building of such democratic instituticns as trade
unions and cooperatives is an essential part of nation-
building - and nation-building is the greatest undertaking
of our times.

I am afraid that many Americans never stop to think that
we also are engaged in nation-building in our own country.

For the building of a nation is something that must not
and cannot stop, if that nation is to survive and grow.
And this is especially so for Americans.

For, as Herman Melville wrote:

"We are the pioneers of the world - the advance guard
sent on through the wilderness of untried things to
break a new path."

Yes, the best days of America are yet to come.

I have never been one to hark back to the "good old days" -
days, as you and I know, that were very far from good for
the working people of America.

I much prefer the good new days - the days that are here,
and the days we are building for tomorrow.

Nation-building goes by many names. Here it sometimes
goes under the label of the Great Society.
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In the past it has gone under such labels as the New Deal,
the Fair Deal and the New Frontier. :

But the meaning is the same, no matter what the label.

Purging our nation of poverty...cleaning up our slums...
assuring every child the opportunity to all the education

he can put to use...making every American, regardless of

race, creed, or color, a first-class citizen of this country -
this is as much nation-buillding as what we are doing in
Africa, in Asia, and Latin America.

And the great majority of our people are rising to the
challenge.

I see it most of 2ll in the eagerness and enthusiasm with
which young Americans are responding to every opportunity
for voluntary service to their fellow-men.

But there are some people who are not privileged to share
this vision.

There are some who think it is heresy to add anything
to what has already been built.

There are others who want to knock off a few of the building
blocks, or even the keystone of the arch.

And that is the problem I want to share with you tonight.

Unless we come to grips with it, we may see some of the
basic programs of the Great Society starved of funds, and
some of its most promising innovations cut off altcgether:.

Some people never feel comfortable excent where the
inaction is. Progress, even if it be so gradual as to be
imperceptible, alarms and disturbs them. Their watchwords
are: 'Not now...some other time...better still, never."

And, right now, their chosen alibi is the war in Vietnam.
They are grievously mistaken.

This nation, with its Gross National Product running
over three-quarters of a trillion dollars a year, can
afford to extend freedom at home at the same time That
it defends it abroad. And it must.

I think it would be scandalous 1f the many of our brave
soldiers who came from our slums returned to find them
Just as they were, or even worse.
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And we can hardly expect our Negro Americans, who have
performed so valiantly in this war, to take a backseat
in the opportunity bus.

I think those of us at home have a duty to make this nation
of ours worthy of the heroism the compassion, and the
sacrifice of our young men in Vietnam.

That 1s the President's firm belief. And that is why,
for example, he is not cutting back the war on poverty.

Instead, he is recommending almost 26 billion dollars for
programs directly aiding the poor in the coming fiscal
year, an increase of 3.0 billion dollars over the current
fiscal year. -

I believe he has the people with him.

In the beginning the war on poverty did not command over-
whelming support.

It was new, it was untried, it was controversial.

Therefore it was not surprising that a public opinion poll
last September - just eight months ago - showed that only

a third of the American people considered the war on poverty
a success.,

The latest public opinion poll shows, however, that fully
60 per cent of the American people want the poverty war
expanded or at least continued on its present scale,

The reason for this new public support is clear.

I believe it is because people are beginning to see results -
not only nationally but right at home in their own communities.

The war on poverty includes the great social programs
launched by Franklin Delano Roosevelt, such as Social
Security, The National Labor Relations Act, and the minimum
wage.

It includes, too, the full employment economic policy of
the Kennedy and Johnson administrations - a policy which
has created an environment in which business, labor and
agriculture could work together to achieve a sustained
economic growth unprecedented in our history.
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The war on poverty includes Medicare, the Appalachian
Regional Development Program, the Economic Development
Administration, and the new federal programs for elementary
and secondary schools.

What have thése programs and policies achieved?

+Five million more Americans are at work today than
were at work a year ago,

+Wages are the highest is our history and unemployment
is at its lowest point in 13 years.

+More than one million. persons are receiving job training
under federal progeams, compared to none only six years
ago. =

+0f the six million' young Americans in college today,
one million are there because of federal assistance.

+More than 3.5 million elderly Americans have already
received assistance under Medicare.

+The war on poverty has created 11 hundred community
action agencies, serving half the nation's poor and
touching all the 50 most poverty-afflicted metropolitan
areas. o

+It has enlisted more than 86 thousand citizens for
Community Action boards, more than one-third of them
from the poor,

+It has helped prepare 1.4 million pre-schoolers for the
first grade through.the Head Start program.

+It has given work and training to 9 hundred ﬁhéusand
young people through the Neighborhood Youth Corps.

+It has helped 25 thousand high school youngsters
through the slum-to-college Upward Bound Program.

+It has graduated 50 thousand young people from residential
Job Corps centers, with 35 thousand more now in training
in 119 centers.

+It has utilized 5 thousand senior citizens as "foster
grandparents" to 10 thousand .hildren in public and
private institutions.
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There are 7 million fewer people living in poverty than
there were 6 years ago.

Then the poor amounted to almost 21 per cent of their
people - today they are less than 16 per cent.

It is your Jjob and mine to see that publdc support for
these accomplishments in the war on poverty get translated
into votes by the representatives of the people.

If Americans increasingly recognhize what the war on poverty
has achieved, many of them nevertheless feel that there
is still something wrong in our cities.

Often this is summed up in the phrase "violence in the
streets.” As you know, the President has recommended
increased assistance to our law enforcement officers in
the performance of their duties - duties essential in
ours as in any civilized society.

That is one part of the effort.

But another part involves getting at the causes as well

as the symptoms of urban disorder. It involves digging

out the roots from which disorder grows - such as the slums
and ghettoes and discrimination and lack of opportunity
which still deface our cities.

And the President has proposed effective action to clean
up these festering sinks of frustration, bitterness, and
gathering anger.

With established programs like urban renewal, with new
programs like Model Cities and rent supplements...with
an expanded Youth Opportunity Program, he is proposing a
coordinated campaign to make our cities - every part of
them - places where people may live in decency and walk
in safety.

Here our major problem is one of public education - to
arouse and mobilize the kind of public opinion which will
demand enough action to meet the needs.

And this is where we need your help.

American public opindon is an ocean. You cannot stir it
with a teaspoon.

The problem that faces us in school legislation is not
lack of public interest and support.
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We have that. Long before the experts added it up in
dollars and cents, Americans have known instinctively
that the soundest, the most productive investment our
nation has ever'made is in education.

The problem, as you know, has been the deep divisions
among our friends and supporters of education - divisions
which for over two decades blocked any substantial federal
aid to our schools.

I believe it has been President Johnson's greatest single
achievement on the domestic front that he has succeeded,
with the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, in
eharting a path through the old minefields that held back
aid from our schools.

I consider this an historic breakthrough - and not least
because it channels the biggest share of federal help to
youngsters who need it most, the children of the poor.

The program has been in operation less than two years -
and it was twenty years late.

But already some self-professed friends of education in
the Congress seem willing to risk reviving all the old
controversies, reopening all the old wounds of the past
20 years and more,

We cannot go once more down that blind alley. We cannot
afford to take apart what we built with such pain and
effort,

Let us, rather, take what we have and make it work even
better.

I ask your support especially for the Teacher Corps -

an inspired proposal to tap, for the benefit of our hard-
pressed ghetto schools, the same rich vedn of youthful
energy and enthusiasm which has put Peace Corps workers in
villages all over the world and VISTA volunteers in many
of our urban and rural slums.

Finally, there is our most urgent unfinished business as
a nation - the assurance to every American of equal dignity
and equal opportunity.

I don't need to tell you how important that is - for trade
unionism is about human dignity, just:as much as it is
about wages, hours and working conditions. I remember
vividly what an old Polish-American worker told a good
friend of mine here:
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"You know what the union really means to me. Twenty
years ago, when I first came to this shop, everybody
called me 'dumb Polack.' Now they call me 'Brother.'"

The Apostle Paul said it another way two thousand years
ago: "Be ye members one of another."

I suspect that a good many white Americans are saying to
themselves nowadays: "Haven't they got enough? What
more do they want?"

The answer is simple - our Negro fellow-Americans...our
Indian fellow-Americans...our Mexian fellow-Americans
want to be equal citizens of this country, nothing less
and nothing more.

We sometimes talk of the revolution of rising expectations
as if it were something that is going on somewhere slse and
far away.

Do not be deceived, It is going on here and now, right
here in America. And we dare not - we must not - deny it.

I am not saying that we can reach the promised land
overnight. But it is essential that there be progress -
visible progress. We cannot afford to lose the momentum
we have gained. We pause only at our peril.

Therefore, it is essential that we enact the civil rights
legislation before the Congress this year...that we
strengthen our equal employment opportunity laws...that

we assure all Americans access to housing and the right

to Jury service where it is now denied them...that we give
protection to civil rights workers in those places where
they are in ever-present physical danger.

The challenge before us -- the challenge, I repeat, of
nation-building - is the same that a distinguished British
visitor put to us a hundred years ago.

Thomas Huxley wrote:

"I cannot say that I am in the slightest degree impressed
by your bigness, or your material resources, as such.
Size is not grandeur, and territory does not make a
nation. The great issue, about which hangs the terror

of overhanging fate, is what you are going to do with

all these things."

This is the challenge we must answer. We must answer it

in a way worthy of the blessings we have enjoyed as a people
and the responsibilities we bear in this world. How well we
answer it - perhaps even whether we answer it - depends on
us. .
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If so little a nation as Israel can dream great dreams

and make them - with the help of Histadrut - come true,
the opportunity for us - and not least for the American
labor movement - is even greater.

In closing, I give you the words of the American author
Thomas Wolfe: , o

"To every man his chance; to evepy man regardless of
his birth, his shining golden opportunity. To every
man the right to live, to work, to be himseif. And
to become whatever things his manhood and his vision
can combine to make him. This...is the promise of
America."

This is the promise we can, and must, make real.

###FF
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[ | have always thought'that the highest form of humanitarianism -

e e

| am honored to receive this award, most of all ‘ecause

it comes from people | greatly admire and respect, ‘
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ori a_,humanitariarism that transcends mere charity - is helping
others to help themsﬂw;sz It is doing things with people, w
rather than f_q_rtheméAnd that is the kind that both the /

American and Israeli labor movements have always practiced
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Studies, which has rightly enjoyed the generous support of
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American labor, Histadrut has been helping the peoples of
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other lands to organize for their own welfare and that of their
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— nations.
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/ The building of such democratic institutions as trade unions

and cooEeratives is an essential part of _gation-buildiﬂpg - and

nation-building is the greateyndertaking of our times.

/W am afraid that many Americans never stop to think that

e also are engaged in nation=building in our own country. /
we gag tion-buildipg in our ow e

LFor the building of a nation is something that must not and cannot
-,

stop, if that nation is to survive and grow. And this is

]

. especially so for Amerig:nsu

For, "as Herman Melville wrote:

A
("We are the pioneers of the world - the advance guard sent

on through the wilderness of untried things to break a new path,"
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[ Yes, the best days of America are yet to come.

—
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AI have never been one to hark back to the_';ggod old days" e
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| much prefer the good new days - the days that are here,
e

and the days we are building for tomorrow.

4Nati0n-building goes by many names. Here it sometimes

goes under the label of the Great Society.
w

Lln the past it has gone under such labels aségg_ﬂgmj_gal,
the Fair Deal and the New Frontier.
o I
But the meaning is the same, no matter what the label

4Purging our._nation of poverty...cleaning up our slums...

assuring every child the opportunity to all the education he can
put to use...making every American, regardless of race, creed,
or color, a first-class citizen of this country - this is as much
nation-building as what we are doing in Africa, in Asia and in

s ST — S——

Latin America.

e T

Z And the great majority of our people are rising to the challenge.

s Tl

J

|
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in the eagerness and enthusiasm

with which young Americans are responding to every opportunity

for voluntary service to their fellow-men. = 2-€50), oo %
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ABut there are some people who are not privileged to

share this vision.

J@mﬁfm think it is heresy to add anything

—1

to what has already been built.
T

A[Qere are others who want to knock off a few of the

\.__ building blocks, or even the keystone of the arch.,
TR e o e in
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L And that is the problem | want to share with you tonight.
—
Unless we come to grips withﬁ, we may see some of the
basic programs of the Great Society starved of funds, and some

of its most promising i cut off altogether.
-. - S =
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are: "Not now .7, e‘otherht‘ma\ better still,_never. "

And, Gt now, their chosen ahan Vietnam,
/ﬁgy/:re gnevously mistaken.

e

LThIS nation, with its Gross Natlonal Product running

over three-quarters of a trillion dollars a year, can afford to

extend freedom at home at the same time that it defends it abroad
And it must.,l DY 7"—“" "“‘“é‘m
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‘.‘t would be scandalous if the many of our brave

soldiers who came from our slums returned to find them just

—

as they were, or even worse.

z And we can hardly expect our Negro Ameriga_ns, who have

ST

performed so valiantly in this war, to take a backseat in the

opportunity bus.

i
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% those of us at home have a du:(y to make this nation

of ours worthy of the heroism, the compassion, and the
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sacrifice of our young men in Vietnam.g,

2 That is the President’s firm belief. And that is whyssiew
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Quadagde, he is not cutting back the war on poverty.:\
z Instead, he is recommending almost 26 billion dollars for
D
programs directly aiding the poor in the coming fiscal year .
-

an increase of 3,6 billion dollars over the current fiscal yearg

AI believe he has the people with him,

/“In the beginning the war on poverty did not command

overwhelming support. (%w m“‘gj

% It was new, it was untried, it was controversial. ,
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{WZThe latest public opinion poll shows, FEglv, that fully
60 per cent of the American people want the poverty war

expanded or at least continued on its present scale.

=t T

*%Meople are beginning to see results -

not only nationally but right at home in their own communi

L rere E!_e_iﬁ

A The war on poverty includes the great social programs

'\, launched by Franklin Delano Roosevelt, such as Social Security,

The National Labor Relations Act, and the minimum wage.

Alt includes, too, the full employment economic policy of //Atesgums
ﬂ"’aKennedy and Johnson administrations - a policy which has

- e

created an environment in which business, labor and agriculture
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could work together to achieve a sustained economic growth

E——c— o

unprecedented in our historys»
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AThe war on poverty includes Medicare, the Appalachian
Regional Development Program, the Economic Development
Administration, and the new federal programs for elementary
and secondary schools.

4 What have these programs and policies achieved?
AFive million more Americans are at work today than were
at work a year ago.

LﬁWages are the highest in our history and unemployment
is at its lowest point in 13 years.

AMore than one million persons are receiving job training
under federal programs, compared to none only six years ago.
Z- +0f the six million young Americans in college today,

one million are there because of federal assistance.
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4’-More than 3.5 million elderly Americans have already

received assistance under Medicare.

‘ The war on poverty has created 11 hundred community
gz T,

action agencies, serving half the nation's poor and touching

all the 50 most poverty-afflicted metropolitan areasy

‘ +|t has enlisted more than 86 thousand citizens for

Ml e e iy e

Community Action boards, more than one-third of them from
_

the poor.

Zﬂt has helped prepare 1.4 million pre-schoolers for the
first grade through the Head Start program.

A +It has given work and training to 9 hundred thousand
young people through the Neighborhood Youth Corps.

Z +|t has helped%msand high school youngsters through
the slum-to-college Upward Bound Program.

At has graduateﬂ 50 thousand young people from residential

1 —

Job Corps centers, with 35 thousand more now in training in

119 centers.
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£+It has utilized 5 thousand senior citizens as "foster

grandparents” to 10 thousand children_in public and private

e N

institutions.

There are 7 million fewer people living in poverty than

there were 6 years ago.

z Then the poor amounted to almost 21 per cent of their
s

people - today they are less than 16 per cent.

e
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1 If Americans increasingly recognize what the war on poverty

has achieved, many of them nevertheless feel that there is still

something wrong in our cities.

LOften this is summed up in the phrase "violence in the

Wy

streets.” As you know, the President has recommended increased
—

assistance to our law enforcement officers in the

T ——
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pegformance of their duties - duties essential in ours as in

any civilized society.

That is one part of the effort, l ‘ GEAM

sy ——

But another part involves getting at the causes as well

as the SX.mptoms of urban disordeg, / It involves digging out

the roots from which disorder grows - such as the slums and
s T SRy T TS [

ghettoes and discrimination and lack of opportunity which still
m—— T

deface our cities. #

End the President has proposed effective action to clean
T,

| e ]

up these festering sinks of frustration, bitterness, and

gathering anger.

With established programs like urban renewal, with new

programs like Model Cities and rent supplements...with an
e PRSIt s

expanded Youth Opportunity Program, he is proposing a

coordinated campaign to make our cities - every part of them -

A—— - -

.

places where people may live in decency and walk in safety.

W’
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Z Here our major problem is one of public education - to
EEEETTET——————
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arouse and mobilize the kind of public opinion which will V]

demand enough action to meet the needs.

< And this is where we need your help.

American public opinion is an ocean. You cannot stir it

with a teaspoon.
m——y M
A The problem that faces us in scﬁool legislation is not lack
E———— T

of public interest and support.

T T I S

L We have that.\' NGk

A The problem _sssyessie@ew, has been the dg div‘i-slqns

among our friends and supporters of education - divisions which
—— e o

for over two decades blocked any substantial federal aid to our

schools.
Pi
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| wbedieve-ti=tvassippen Fresident Johnson's greatest single

achievement on the domestic front t

weh the Elementary and Secondary Education ﬂ\ct',.liL Ma path

through the old minefields that held back aid from our schools.

| consider this an historic breakthrough - amd=rob-ieast

wchannels the biggest share of federal help to

youngsters who need it most,, the children of the poor.

The program has been in operation less than two years -
L ——

and it was twenty years late. !

4 But already some self-professed friends of education in
the Congress seem willing to risk reviving all the old

controversies, reopening all the old wounds of the past 20

years and more.

A We cannot go once more down that blind allex. ZWe

cannot afford to take apart what we built with such pain and

effort.
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Let us, rather,take what we have and make it work even
better.

Z | ask your support especially for the Teacher Corps -

b e
an inspired proposal to tap, for the benefit of our hard-pressed

ghetto schools, the same rich vein of youthful energy and

—_— .

enthusiasm which has put Peace Corps workers in villages al

'-_——-—'— g
over the world and VISTA colunteers in many of our urban
T e Smr—— —

and rural slums.
W
<Fina|ly, there is our most urgent unfinished business as

a nation - the assurance to every American of equal dignity
W

and equal opportunity.
e TS

| don't need to tell you how important that is - for trade
g

unionism is about human dignity, just as much as it is about

wages, hours and working conditions. | IWE»};
1§ Polish}Ameritan worken told-d dood friend of min
Jet o) o s iy ¢
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"You know whet the union really mea

to me. Twénty
ybody called

ago: '"Be ye member on --

themselves nowadays: '"Haven't they got enough? What more
T T

do they want?"
—N
The answer is simple -- our Negro fellow-Americans . .

our Indian fellow-Americans . . . our Mexican fellow-Americans

— R —— r e 3

- -

want to be equa citizens of this country, nothing less and

nothing more. s Mlmym&l M :
Z We sometimes talk of the revolutlon of__rlsm expectatlons

as if it were something that is going on somewhere else and

far away. (M’D/&‘-—;ﬁ | 5)
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Z Do not be deceived. It is going on here and now, right

here in America. And we dare not -- we must not -- deny it.

_._————-——————___

u am not saying that we can reach the promtsed Iand

overnight. But it is essential that there be progress o
-

visible progress.{ We cannot afford to lose the momentum we
S —— )
have gained. We pause only at our penl l

——— g
ZTherefore it is essential that we enact the civil rights é

legislation before the Congress this year . . . that we

strengthen our equal employment opportunity laws . . . that
we assure all Americans access to housing and the right to
jury service where it is now denied them . . . that we give
protection to civil rights workers in those places where they

L

are in ever-present physical danger.

2 The challenge before us -- the challenge, | repeat, of

nation-building -- is the same that a distinguished British

visitor put to us a hundred years ago.
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Thomas Huxley wrote:

"' cannot say that | am in the slightest degree impressed
by your bigness, or your material resources, as such. Size
is not grandeur, and territory does not make a nation. The

great issue, about which hangs the terror of overhanging fate,

T e

is what you are going to do with all these things."

£ x agn 4 —— —p

This is the challenge we must answer. We must answer it
in @ way worthy of the blessings we have enjoyed as a people
and the responsibilities we bear in this world. How well we
answer it -- perhaps even whether we answer it -- depends on
us.

Zlf so little a nation as Israel can dream great dreams and
sl = = mmr—

—

make them -- with the help of Histadrut -- come true, the
- T TE—

opportunity for us -- and not least for the American labor

movement -- is even greater. 1

L - —
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In closing, | give you the words of the American author
Thomas Wolfe:

"To every man his chance; to every man regardless
of his birth, his shining golden opportunity. To every man
the right to live, to work, to be himself. And to become
whatever things his manhood and his vision can combine to
make him. This . . . is the promise of America."

This is the promise we can, and must, make real. A




and ior Israel,
€ made the right decisions -- at the

Way -- and he wWas unafraid of criticism,

right time -- in the right

ORGANIZED LABOR
[American trade unionism hes been united in its Support of trade
unions in our sister democracy: of Israel,

The presence fonight of so many great trade union leaders -- who may

|

|
differ on other issues -- but who are united on this one is, I hope, a f
preview of greater unity to come,

Organized labor will continue -- united -- to seek economic Justice ﬁ
for our working people and their famllies. We know -- they know -- the [
unfinished business, confronting American labor -- the need for stronger E
unemployment compensation, for greater economic security, for liberalized

|
mocial security pensions, for improvements 1in Medicare, !

.
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Let the world know that America steadfastly believes in the
sanctity of national borders. We believe that every people is entitled

to live in security. We abhor and reject organized or unorganized attacl

over borders -- infiltration, terrorism, ambush,

And let the world know that, as I pointed out in my address before
the United Jewlsh Appeal last December, President Johnson, just as
Presldent Kennedy before him -- has made clear the United States' intere:
in the security of the Middle East against aggression in any form and

from any source.

C



N .
- ‘. - -
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

To: Terry
From: Julie

Re: Histadrut

(The Introductions include
excellent-~quoteab1éﬁpraise of the

Vice President)

*p? ‘/. 7




. - r' . - o foi 7 A e y
) W DYVINNP IWINININND

Sponsored by the NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL

RABBI JACOB J. WEINSTEIN
Honorary President

JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG
President

BERNARD M. BLOOMFIELD
JACOB KATZMAN

ROSE KAUFMAN

DR. HERMAN SEIDEL
RALPH WECHSLER

National Vice-Presidents

RAYMOND CHASAN
JULIUS FLIEGELMAN
JULIUS GINSBERG
MORRIS LIEBERMAN
VICTOR PACKMAN
ALEXANDER SHAPIRO
HARRY UVILLER

Regional Chairmen

HON. ABRAHAM W. BRUSSELI
HON. JACOB J. EDELMAN
HON. A. FRANK FOSTER
RABBI LEON KRONISH
MORRIS LANGE

HON. HAROLD H. SALKIND

Regional Vice-Chairmen

CHARLES 5. ZIMMERMAN
Chairman, Board of Directors

LOUIS HOLLANDER
Chairman, Executive Commilttee

WILLIAM H. SYLK

Chairman, American Histadrur
Development Foundation

MOE FALIKMAN
National Treasurer

IRVING BOXENBAUM
FRED J. ISAACSON

Associate Treasurers

DR. SOL STEIN
Executive Director & Secretary

PAUL L. GOLDMAN
Associate Secretary

ISRAEL STOLARSKY
Associate Director

ISAAC HAMLIN

NCLI Representative
Histadrut Assistance Fund

NAHUM GUTTMAN
Director of Community Relations

INIYY IPYTIVYAN 1IND

(Y9NNP 1VINYPIVII)

33 EAST 67TH STREET / NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 / REGENT 4-6010

May 18, 1967

Mr. Julius Cahn

Office of the Vice President

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Cahn:

Greg Bardacke has asked me to forward to you the
transcript of the speeches made at the Histadrut
Humanitarian Award dinner in honor of the Vice President
on May 8th.

I am enclosing it herewith with only a minimum of editing.

With best wishes,

Sin%erely yoursy /4

/ ff { . y Eﬂ}'fq:f_____‘
[ {af R Vazd
[f, u{}b{M*— \
Nahum Guttman
NG:dg Director Community Relations

encl.



Lovis

HUMPHREY DINNER
May 8, 1967
Tape One

STULBERG *-- Miss Rosaﬁ}grman, of (@@
Washington, I think it is Grand Opera is it not?} @nd
television and theatre star will sing the National
Anthem of Israel and our National Anthem after that,
Miss Forman{
Forman: (SINGS ISRAEL ANTHEM)
(SINGS U.S, ANTHEM)
(APPLAUSE)
. - Rabbl Stanley £. Rabinowitz
Adas
of ABEEF Israel Synagogue of Washington will give the
invocation, Rabbi Rabinowltz,
RABINOWITZ: We are grateful for minds
that can think and hearts that can feel., We face
the morrow with courage sufficient to sach day's challenge.
So that we may transmute obstacles into opportunities.
Stumbling blocks Into stepping stones and tears into wells
of living waters, May the time be near when all mankind
shall know the meaning of tranquility and when all the



citizens of all the land shall be blessed with the
freedom to fulfill the promise that 1s inherent
within them,

Baruch ato:h adani,

Ellohen&} mellaheHBolem. HAmotzi lechem min horitz,

Blessed are thou who art
our God, Master of all the Universe, who sustaineth
mankind by the creativity of the Earth, Amen,

(BEEP TONE)
STOLBERG: Please will you find your
seats? Please we want to get started,

Mr, Vice President, President
Meaney, Ambassador Hariiman, Reverendd Clergy, guests on
the dais and guests on the floor, friends all of you of
Histadrut--I think I should start these proceedings by
telling you who I am, My name 1s Louls Stolberg.

(APPLAUSE)

Last year David Dubinsky
declded to retlre and made me PResldent of the ILGWU
and I like 1t,

(APPLAUSE)

If you'll forglve me, I'll

start my inactlive immodesty that I hope you will indulge.



I should like to compliment
the arrangements committee on thelr good Jjudgment in
selecting me as the Chalrman of this dinner.,

( LAUGHTER)

They have shown a very rare
talent as matchmakers., As a matter of fact they Raxax
mated me up wilth three events, All of whom have always
been close to my heart, Two of them for a very long time
and one, I became acquainted with in 1948 and I want to
tell youm together with our organization,rRavexkouzh=dxsn
attached to our charlot--1s that the way they say it--to
his kite and we're still flying with him,

One of these of course 1s
Histadrut., The Israell Federation of Zsx Labor which
is more than Jjust another labor federation., It embodies
the highest spirit of the labor movement, The Histadrut
has been the firm backbone of the new nation, It goes
far beyond any labor unlon functioning anywhere throughout
the world, It has used 1t's economlc power to elevate
the lives of the werid workers in Israel. It has used £»
1t's political power to bring a vital democracy to a one
time feudal land., It has enriched the barren soll and
enriched the human mind with its dedication to culture,

science, educatlon and has glven leadership to labor leaders



in new nations in Asia, Africa and I might say all
throughout the world.
We look to Histadrut as a
model of what can be accomplished by the inspired human
spirit against the greatest adversity. MW second love
1s the education of the youth for which this scholarbhlp
fund has been established, And, of course, with your
generous assistance, A nation's greatest wealth is in
intelligence and intelligent youth, N;EE knowledge
the desgert can bloom and the mind can flavor, or flower,
Withthe education of the young,
a new generation can reallze the hopes of the ploneer
generation, To this scholarship fund so badly needed
to provide secondary education for the youth of Israel,
Israel continues the great tradition of the people of
the book whose devotion to learning has done so much %o
enlighten and to elevate the Western World. ——
My third love 1is our guest \
of honor, as a man and as a symbol, How fitting that
he should be our guest of honor tonight. He understands
from personal experience the struggles and hopes of the
common man and has elequently spoken over and over agaln

of the creative role of unions in the llife of the American

worker. He has been an unceasing champion of the right of



new nations to ixext live in peace and in freedom, He
has pioneered in social legislation, in civil rights,
in civil liberties and the war on poverty and security

for the aged and opportunity for the young. In

establishing a system of education both based on quality

and equality. What a record this man has established
over the years that he has been serving in whatever
capacity he has served in the legislature of this
country.

(APPLAUSE) .

I think we can say @n all
honesty that he is the spirit of American liberallisn,
Contrary to what others may say, we know that to be
true.

( APPLAUSE)

The spirit that he has
displayed throughout his entire life whether it was
fashionable or momentarily unfashionable, Some of us
remember when others who now shout from the rooftops,
couldn't be seen when Hubert Humphrey was there to be
counted., No matter what the sltuatlion was,

( APPLAUSE)

Many years ago he was one

of those 1liberals who spoke out against the fad of




fellow travelling kmpkalakarmaks totalltarians.

In 1948 he led, what first
appeared to be a lone fight at the Democratlic Natlional
Convention, for a folgggﬂglghtl-—01vil Rqghts plank,

~
In the Senate of the Unlted States he distingulshed
himself by his integrity, his eloquence and his hard
work, Today as Vice President of the United States he
has shown the same courageous devotlon to principle,
He speaks for peace with freedom, And he speaks 1t very
eloquently, He dares to confront the short sighted and
the misled directly and personally as he has for several
decades, He will meet them on their own ground whether
in a distant country or a nearby campus., And 1t public
opinion polls are to be taken seriously, the American
people listen to his words as good sense and admlre his
courage and are glving him a vote of confldence.

In any event, tf{i&&t we are
gathered here to honor him fori#s his Wf %still
another great humanitarian cause--the Hubert H. Humphrey
Histadrut Scholarship Fund.

(APP_AUSE)

And may I ‘utzlize the occasion
for a moment to say again something I sald sometime ago.

I think 1t's time that I was inducted into office, You may

v



remember Mr, Vice President--I sald that the International‘\
Ladles' Garment Workers' Union and Hubert Humphrey were
synog?mous,kah they go hand in hand. And that no
matter where destiny will lead you, you will find us
behind and alongside you no matter where destiny will
lead you in the future,

(APPLAUSE)

Before introducing the
Chalrmen of this evenlng, I want to read a note or a
letter we recelved and then I,.., one, two,.. I'm going
to mad some telegrams that we also received, It's
addressed to mefi‘It gilves me great personal pleasure
kheazk that you have chosen to honor Vice Presldent
Humphrey with the Histadrut Humanitarlan Award., The
honor 1s richly merited in more than 30 yeass of public
service, I have never met a more able, more selfless,
more dedicated public servant, No more compassionate
human being, He has been concerned all hils life with
the problem of assuring young men and women, the opportunity
to develop thelr talents to the fullest and with
encouraging them tonvote those talents to the service
of thelr community and thelr fellow man, I can think of
no honor more appropriate nor likely to glve him greater

satisfaction than the establishment of the Hubert H.



Humphrey Histadrut Scholarship Fund. To give worthy
young people In Israel the same measure of opportunity
we seek for our own youth here in America. Sincerely
yours, Lyndon Baines Johnson.Il
(APPLAUSE),

And now I would like to wead

another letter for you.
"I am sorry as I can be that
1% will not be possible for me to attend the event at
which Vice President Hubert Humphrey will receive the
Histadrut Humanitarian Award, I try never to miss an
occasion when ftrilbute 1s paid to the Vice President.
This natlon 1s indeed fortunate that a difficult time
in the 1life of thls nation zgita Vice President of such
capacity an 4 distinction is there to support thas
strong and humanitarian administration of President
Lyndon Johnson., Sinderely yours, Harry S, Truman,"
(APPLAUSE).
And with your permission, And
your agreement, I should like to send a telegram to Harry \
S. Truman, to President Truman, wishing him a happy %
birthday and good health for the future.
(APPLAUSE)




And I'd like to read one
more letter,

"I wish I could be on hand
to elebrate the presentation of the very finé Histtadﬁt
Humanitarlan Award to my good friend Vice Presdix 8
President Humphrey. The American Trade Union Council
for Histadrut could not have chosen a man more worthy
than Hubert Humphrey for an honop which embraces the
enlargement of human rights and service to humanity.
Thils sentiment, I know, 1s shared by all of us who have

worked with him over they years, Please extend to him

and all the councll members my good wishes on this

proud occasion which, again, I'm sorry I cannot be present

to share with you, Cordially yours. Arthur 8( Goldberg."

(APPLAUSE).

We have recelved numerous
telegrams., We received a telegram from former Governor
Averlu Harrliman of New York., Time does not pernmit to

read them., We have recelved a telegram from Senator

——

———

Javits and so many others, And you'll forgive me, I will

not read those telegrams which would just simply make them

part of the record.
To offliciate this evening's

events, we are honored to have as our Chairman, one of
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Americads distinguished leaders of labor, I feel a
speclal kinship with him, We are both beginners,
At a matter of fact, I think you beat me a little while,
As Presidents of International Unions} (We share many
other things+~ An Interest in social legislation and
progrefF;Ve trade unionism and constructive political
action, ZInternational assoclation of machinistsxam have
an enviable reputation., They are worthy of enlightened
leadership and they are most fortunate to have at their
helm, my brother trade unionist and fellow president,
Roy Seimiller, He wlll act as our Chairman for this
evening and it 1s my pleasure to present to you,
Roy Seimiller who willl act as Chairman for the evening.
(APPLAUSE)

SEIMILLER: President StW¥lberg, I thank
you, It was a wonderful introduction., True we're both
beginners as Presldents of international unions, I've
had a slight advantage--as you say--over you, I've had
an alirline strike, compulsory arbitration passed by the
Senate,trnxaimpsk and almost passed by the House., Looks
like we're headed right bagk Into it again wilth the
Rallroad situation, I hope you never lead the ILG into
that kind of a situation,
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Sisters and brothers, Ladies
and gentlemen., This is truly a remarkable gathering
tonight. Every table is a head table., This is one of
the few meetings in my experience where the Presldents
outnumber the Vice Presidents.

At this table, we have the
evening's speakers and those distingulshed citizens
who have been honored by receiving the Histadrut Humanlitarlan
Award in other years. They are all so well known that
they hardly need introductions, But I stlll insist
upon presenting them to you.

On my extreme left and your
right, we have the Head of the Speech ®»f and Drama
Department of @atholic University of Amerlca, where
collective bargadding has had one of its' flnest hours,

(LAUGHTER). (APPLAUSE).

Father Gllbert v Hartke.

Next to Father Hartk@®, we
have the Chairman of the American Trade Union Council
for Histadrut, a veteran trade union leader, Moe
Fal;K&an.

(APPLAUSE) .

Next we have a great ftrade

unionist, a long time personal friend of mine, the
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President of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers who
received the Histadrut Humanitarian Award in 1959,
Jacob  Qutufsiy.

(APPLAUSE)

Next we have a substitute
for a great trade union leaderﬁfgguldn't find a better
substitute when you send your own brother to do the
Job you should have d@fj¢, We expected President wﬂi%
Reuther of the Unlted Automobile Workers, President
of the Industrial Union Department,}i situation
developed where he was not able to be in Washington
tonight and he sent hls own brother to represent him--
Brother Roy Reuther,

(APPLAUSE).

Now to get even with Louls
StWlberg, I've got a card here and he's going to have
to take a2 bow., You've already met the President of
the International Ladles!' Garment Workers, He 4l1d a
fine Job of general chalring this total program, I
want him to stand up agailn. The Jjob that he's done,
take a bow, President Lou St¥lberg.

(APPLAUSE)

Now I'm going over to my
extreme right andysm your left., And introduce to you

the spiritual leader of AdQds Israel Synagogue and a life
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L ;
o
long friend of Vice Presidefit Humphbeey, ﬂégggﬂhdﬁﬂkuﬁr

Stanley Rabinowitz,

(APPLAUSE)

Next, we have an unsurpassed
fund raiser for Israel., Executive Director of the
National Committee for Labor Israel, Doctor S@ul Stein.

(APPLAUSE)

Next we have another great
trade unlonist, President Emeritus of the International
Ladies!' Garment Workers! Unlon, Reciplent of the Histadrut
Humanitarian Awa#d in 1959, Brother David Dubinsky.

q (APPLAUSE)

Ladies and gentlemen, we are
all proud to be here tonight., As trade unionists and
as Amerlcans, we're here to salute two of the great
forces for XikErky liberallmm in the world, The Histadrut
and Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota, I am serious, I am
serious when I call Hubert a force, He 1s the best
man we llberals and trade unlonists have going for us in
this great countyy of ours, &j in this troubled world of
ours, It isn't protoc@l to talk about the President or
the Vice Presldent., The top brass always have the
privilege of praising others, But they're supposed to be
so well known and so well loved that they don't need anything
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but the most formal introduction, When the time comes
I intend to ablide by protocel. R;ght now I want to
say though to Professor Humphrey, to Mayor Humphrey,
to Senator Humphrey, to Vice President Humphrey--your
hard work, your steadfast dedication to what is right
for America, to what 1s decent in the world i1s a constant
Inspiration to all of your friends, There are few men
in public 1life anywhere who have climbed to success and
still 1live by the principles and the ldeals they started
with, Humert Humphrey is one of the very few, Hubert's
strength 1s he belleves that like himself all men are
capable of overcoming, even the most difficult conditions,
The early ploneers in our country convinced him, The
Histadrut has provéd 1t once agaln in Israel, The
pioneers in Israel found a land that was ravished by
neglect and abuse, A land reduced to deserts and swamps
and rpekgxamdxax rock strewn barren hills, The climate
and the neighbors were hostile, Disease was a national
condltion of man long before the State of Israel came
into belng.

These new pioneers cf Israel

and
through their trade union cooperative movement were able

to tame thelr land, Swamps and deserts were made productive,



Dlseases were recognized and dealt with as an ememy of man,
Self hed and self defense and nation bullding became trade
marks of the Histadrut., It 1s no wonder that this unusual
trade unlon movement has captured the admiration, imagination
and support of the trade unlons throughout the Free World.
It 1s no wonder that Hubert Humphrey identified himself
wilth the aspirations of the Histadrut, When Israel became
a State, Histadrut was ready. It gave to Israel, its¢?
leadership and its® democracy.

I am proud that the hhchin;sts'
Union supported the Histadrut in 1ts most difficult times,
We will continue this support as long as it is needed.

We have been repaid though a khewsrad thousand fold and
not only by the work the Histadrut Afro-Asian Institute
is doing in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Tée AFL,
yoh know, helped establish that Institute and George
bhbn*y was 1ts first co-chairman,

It 1s indeed appropriate and
fitting that the money raised at this dinner goes to
establlish a Hubert Humphrey Histadrut Scholarship Fund.
Israel cannot yet afford to glve free high school
educatlion to &ll 1ts young people, Unfortunately Israel's
nelghbors still consider themselfes at war with Israel,

Therefore it 1s forced to spend too much of her income for
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defense, fhe first responsibility of any state is the
protection of her citizens and her borders., But an
educated population is Israel's most effectlive weapon
of defense and her hope for survival.

Now, ladles and gentlemen,
for our first speaker tonight, I have a man that in any
serious struggle, theee is no man I would rather have
on my side than our first speaker this evening., He has
done so much for the AFL-CIO and for the trade union
movement all over the world, a man of courage and
resourcefulness, a stalwart friend, a relentlesszamaix
antagonist, a good plumber., President George Meaney.

(APPLAUSE)

MEANRY: Chairman Seimiller, Rabbi
Rabinowitz, Father Hartke", Vice President Humphrey,
Ambassador Harman, Louls StUlberg, distinguished guests,
ladies and gentlemen, If I may start, I'd llke to start
by paraphrasing Lou St¥lberg's opening remarks,

My name is Meanfy. I'm President
of the AFL/CIO., And nobody's asked me to retire and I like
it,

(LAUGHTER AND APPLAUSE)

Attending a function for

Histadrut is not a new experience for me, I've had the
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privilege of assoclating with the American side of
Histadrut for many, many years, And sometimes, I

ask myself 1s this a trade union or is it a nation?

Well, desplite what the record may seem, to me it's a

trade union first, And as a trade unionist, I can

tell you, I take a great deal of pride, in the association
that Itve had igdthe American trade union movement

has had with Histadrut over the years,

You know, I have before me,
what they call a prospectus, The Ampwﬂmerica—lsrael
Corporation, Now that's a high soundéng name but to
spell it another way, it's Histadrut. And 1t tells of
a bond lssue, a sinking fund ve and in the cold
language of a financial statement I find this/

“Due to the nature and
purpose of the corporation a..d the business in which
1t 1s engaged and proposes to engage in in the future.
It 1s belleved that the number and class of its
securlty holders 1s llkely to consist largely of persons
who Are interested in rendering assistance to the
economic development of the state of Isragl and to the
growth and prosperity of 1its 1nhab1tants.”5pe11 1t any

way you like, thls represents Histadrut, This represents

the Histadrut that we've known over the years and the
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Histadrut of today which has made such a tremendous
contribution to the development of the State of Israel,
which in a sense 1s really a modern miracle, an outpost
of freedom in an area of the world where freedom as we
know it is not too well developed.

I visited Israel in 1961,
At thet time the Prime Minister was David Ben Gurion
and the President of the State of Israel was Isaac
Ben iﬁq; . It was rather significant to me at that
time that whena Histadrut was established as a trade
union, devoted to the cause of the workers of Palestine
but also devoted to the cause of freedom of Palestine,
that the first secretary gensral of the Histadrut in 1921
was David Ben Gurion, who in 1961, when I went there,
was the Prime Minister., And fhgyfipégig%gg%g%ﬁt of
Histadrut in 1921 was Isaac Ben‘1LV; , who when I went
to Israel in 1961 was the Presddent of Israel,

Also I foundthere at that time,
Golda Nbil}, the Foreign Minister who ka#dx also had her
background as a trade unlonist and a teacher in this
country., So this indicates what type of organizatlon
Histadrut is. It's more than a trade union, in a sense 1t's
the conscience of a nation, the consclence of people, That

they're determined to establish in this far off corner of
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the world, a basti@n of human freedom and a nation
devoted to the economic future of all of its citizens,
A nation which opened its doors to people from all over
the world, even at the time, if you please, when they
hadn't the slightest 1dea where they could house them,
What they could do in regard to jobs, But they said,
"Come, And keep coming," And boatload after boatload
came, So iﬁ me as a traded unionist, steeped in the
tradition of American labor and a devotion to human
freedom, 1I'm delighted to take part ln any ceremony which
has as 1lts purpose the advancement of the cause of
Histadrut.

Also 1'd like to congratulate
the Amerlcan Trade Union Council for Histadrut for their
cholce on an awardee for this year's Humanitarian Award,
I happen to know Hubert Humphrey for over 20 years, I
knew him as a young man, I remember my first introduction
to him, It was just 20 years ago this year when he
addressed the Amerlcan Federation of Labor Convention,
in the month of October, in the year 1947 in the City of
San Franclsco, He was then the Mayor of Minneapolis,

And I don't mind telling you my first impression was rather
an odd one, I sald, "My God. This man can talk."

( LAUGHTER)
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And lI've never seen a more
aglle mentallty, more enthusilasm about the things he
was talking about. In 1948, he was elected to the
United States Senate, In January, 1949, he came to
Washington,

And as the years went by,

I didn't change my original opinion. That he could
really talk, But I came to realize and the members
of the United States Senate came to reallze and the
people of Washington and the people of the natlon
ame to reallze, that yes he could talk, but moreover,
more ilmportantly, he knew what he was talking about.

( APPLAUSE).

These were In the days when
labor was Just beglnning to learn the lesson of Taft-
Hartley., Learning, 1f you please, the trulism that
Samuel Gompers had preached many, many years ago when
he sald, "Beware of the law, The law 1s like the Lord.
And what the Lord gives, the Lord can take away.," And
we realized that while legislation was important to us,
that we had made many advances in legislation, we
realized also that leglslatlon could hurt, That legislation
could cripple, That legislation could hamper and hamstring

the advances of American labor. So it was those days back in



1947 that we in the AFL established...

(END OF TAPE ONE)
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MEANEY (Cont): .,.tthe—teutsmthet——
Samue;ﬁagmgggg_had preached many,

—
——
—

he said, "Beware of the law, The \law 35 1ike the Lord.

many years ago when

And what the Lord gilvgs, LQE Lord €an take away,"
And we realize 1le Yegislatipn was important to

us, that made many advances in\legislatibn, we !

egislation also cowWd fiurt, That

leglislation cowld cripple., That legislatitay could hampe

s

and hamstring the advances of Amexrican labor., o0 1t waj

those—days back in 1947 that we in the AFL ostabi43ks3 |the

LLPE, Labor's League for Political Education) ,fbwork
alongside the political actlion committee of the CIO,

to create more and more political activity. So that we
could help our friends, So that we could help find people
like Hubert Humphrey, who believed in the things that we
bellieved in, And I can say to you here tonight, that we
appreciate men like Hubert Humphrey., We appreciate

Hubert as a militant advocate of every cause that has to

dowlth human rights and clvil rights--every cause Bor the



benefit of the little people of kh= America,

(APPLAUSE)

We have found, over the years,
it's meen my privilege to work with him, And you find
him at the head slde of every problem that comes before
the people., Before the Congress, before the Administzation.
On the right slde of every problem that affects the little
people of America. He rendered yeoman service on
Medicare., On minimum wage. On Civil Rights--an area in
which we've made greatb progress and which there 1s more
progress Yo be made.,

In he War on Poverty, on the
Minimum Wage Amendments which took effect in February
of this year, we found Hubert Humphrey on the right side.
And I'd like to say to you guite frankly that we have a
tradition in the American Trade Union movement that when
we have a friend, we accept that friend and we don't go
around looking for new friends to displace them,

(APPLAUSE).

Hubert Humphrey was our friend
pefore he came %o Washington, He was our friend all
these years as a member of the United States Senate,
and today he 1s our friend as Vice President of the United

atates., And we intend to respect him as a friend and to



support him as we look for hls support in the things that
we believe in, There's much more to do., Yes, we've made
a great deal of progress, Anyone who looks back over fthe
last 25 years would have to recognize that we've made a
great deal of progress, even those who are impatient--
very impatilent--in the field of civil rights will have %o
recognize a great deal has been done, That's no reason
to stop., That'!s no reason to say that the job has been
done, There is much more to do in the fleld of Clvil
Rights, A failr employment practices law in itself means
nothing, Somebody's got to implement it, We'lve got to
see that it's implemented, We've got to see that we have
a falr open housing law in this country, We've got to see
that the Negros not only are employed without discrimination
but they are advanced and promoted on the Job without
discrimination,

(APPLAUSE)

Wetve got to see that
agricultural labor in this country, which has been left
behind for many, many years--whlch even today 1is not
covered by the National Labor Relations Act, even today
they don't even have the right that all other workers
have for recognition for the purposes of collective

bargaining, We've got to see that they're taken care of,



Because agricultural labor¥ today 1is not the family farm,
It's not the father, the mother and the hired man,
Agricultural labor today are the empdoyees of big business,
Some of the biggest businesses in America., And we've

got to see that they get the same proftection as every

other wage gm this country gets,

Wetve got to see that the
educational opportunities of thils country are expanded.
Yes, we've made some progress in the last two or three
years but we've got to see that this country reaches the
point where every single boy and girl will get all of the
education he or she can assimilate without regard to the
economic circumstances in the home from which he comes,

(APPLAUSE)

So these are some of the things
that labor 1s prepared to continue the fight for. These
are the sum of the things that we have on our priority list.

And I'm confident that in this
fight, in the forefront of this fight--no matter how
tough the going gets, no matter what position that he
may hold--the number one liberal, the real liberal of
America in public life, Hubert H, Humphrey will be on our
side. Thank you very much,

(APPLAUSE).



SEIMILLER: Thank you very much, Preslident

Meangy. I'm sure this total group assembled here tonight
agree one hundred percent with you in your evaluatlon of
Hubert Humphrey, where he stands and where he will
continue to stand., I'm also sertain that the total group
here tonight also agrees that your evaluation of the
Histadrut--what 1t has done, what it is dolng and where
it continues to go. It was a great message., Nobody could
have 1listened to hhis message without being Inspired.
For two great causes, as I sald earlier, two causes--forces
for liberal, the Histadrut and Hubert Humphrey.

(APPLAUSE).

We have another speaker for you
tonight, Our next speaker 1s a lawyer by trade. A
graduate of Oxford University. One time director of
Israel's Office of Information and a long time diplomat,
He has served as Israel's first éﬁﬂgggﬁLgeneral in Montreal,
As Counsellor of Israel's Delegation to the Unlted Natlons,
as Israel's Gé;gg%%gGeneral in New York, Asslstant Director
General of its Ministry for Foreign Affalirs 1in Jerusalen,
Het;a an executive of the thluential Jewish Agency and now
Israel's Ambassador to Washlngton, His Excellency, Avram

Harman,

(APPLAUSE)



HARMAN: Thank you very much, Presldent
Seimiller, Vice Presildent Humphrey, President hban'y,
President StHlberg, ladies and gentlemen?.

It's very difficult for me to
begin this brief talk without referring to a name that
was mentioned before by President St¥lberg, the name of
Harry S, Truman, whose birthday is belng celebrated today
in your country and in mine on the 14th of May, 1948--it
was he as President of the United States who was the head
of the first country to accord recognition to the State
of Israel which declared 1ts independence from that day.
And I'd llke, if I may Presldent Stolberg, to Jjoin in the
good wishes which thils great assembly has decided to
extend to President Truman on the occasion of his birthday--
wishing him very many happy returns on this day,

(APPLAUSE)

It's a very great pleasure and
honor to be here tonight to witness the conferring of
the Histadrut Humanitarian Award on Vice President Hubert
H, Humphrey, There are three aspects to this award and
there are three very good reasons why 1t 1s so fitting
and appropriate for it to be conferred on the dlstingulshed
Vice President of the United States,



In the firstplace, 1lt's a
humanitarian award and as I understand it, that implies
the concept that we must regard the individual human
being as the foundatlon of society and as the goal which
society must serve, Thils is the basic concept of
everything that we have {n mind when we use words such
as democracy, freedom and dignity.

The individual human belng 1s
the beginning and the end. The source and the purpose.
The distinguished Vice President of the United States
has come o be regarded,amd dot only in his own country,
as a proud symbol of this concept--not Just in theory but
in practice and performance, He stands for this principle
as the gulding doctrine of all levels of government 1n
his own country and throughout the world. But the human
being has an equal right with all others to be himself
as long as he does not impinge upon the rights of hils
neighbors to be themselves., It is a view of equality
that does not say that all men must be the same, think
the same and act in the same way. It 1s a princlple
which recognizes the infinlte variety of the human
personality but which {nsists on the equal right of each
human being to develop his own personallty and capacities

to the fullest possible extent, And to enjJoy equal access



to self advancement and equal opportunity, 1in every
aspect of his life, Of that principle, 1n practice,
the Vice President of the United States of America has
come to 2 regarded throughout the Free World as a
towering symbol,

The second feature of thls
award is that he 1s conferred by the Histadrut, the
General Federation of Labor in Israel. I can speak with
some 1little authority on thés matter, as a dues paylng
member of the Histadrut, I'm a member of the Clerk's
Union which is probably the appropriate union for
ambassadors.,

(LAUGHTER )

The Ambassadorial Section of
the Clerk's Union of the Histadrut is about to declde
to insist that its employer accords it holidays even without
pay.

We in the Histadrut would llke
to express our deep appreciatdon to the cooperation which
we have always enjoyed for many years with the labor
movement of the United States, And with the AFL/CIO since
the days of unions, We would llke to express our

appreciation for the help and support and encouragement



that we've received from organized labor in your country,

I think that in our
cooperation we are working together In the spirit of
humanitarianism which I mentioned before, We share the
concept of the right of working men and women to assoclate
voluntarily in freedom, in protectlon of thelr interests
in a free soclety and to act as full partners in the
shaping and development of that soclety.

We in the Histadrut have iIn
the past 47 years of our exlstence had to face a
challenge which 1s by no means unligue, Though 1ts
urgency in our case has perhaps had a particular emphasis
and significance. Our Job is not Just to organlze
workers for their self advancement but to take people
without skills and without means and give them the
dignity of being able to work for thelrown living in a
progressive economy,

Our affiliatlion has hot been
just an organization representing workers, It has been
an organization which has created workers. And by that,
I mean workers of all kinds, in agriculture, Industry,
the services and the professions--incldding the academic

profession.
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The Vice President of the
United States has richly earned thls reward from
Histadrut not only because he has always expressed
his understand of our federation and supported its
causes, But becausexketsxmmx hls name has become
synoggmous with the effort to rout‘ oﬂirpoverty and
human degradation and replace them by the dignlity of
free labor,

(APPLAUSE)

Finally, finally, this is
a reward which is belng conferred by one of the central--
I think one »f could say by the pilvotal--organization of
the State of Israel., The relations between our two
countries have always been godd and § think that they
have grown steadily in recent years, Our two countries
are very different in respect to size, territory and
population but I like to think that there is much in
common betwzen us which is at the root of our relationships.
We share the humanitarian concept of soclety in all 1ts
implications, We both believe that the road to world
order lies not in the imposition on the world or in any
part of 1t of the hegemony and domination of one country,
of one creed or of one philosophy. We belleve that the

road to world order lies in the harmonization of national
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diversity which is as varied as the human dlversity that
exists in each individual country. We share the bellef
in the overriding importance of respect for the

integrity and independence of states., And of the right
of each country to choose its own way of 1life and develop
its own institutions as long as it does not interfere
with the wgual right of its neighbors to do the same
thing.

We share the view that aggression
in all its forms and there are many forms of aggresslon
which are used from time to time, 1s a menace to peace
which must be prevented and deterred., We in Israel, thése
last few weeks have been subjected to two forms of
aggression across our border with Syria, There has been
shooting across our border from fixed mlllitary positlions
in Syria., And they have also been usling agalnst us the
technigue of infiltration and terrorism, This past
weekersdx weekend, one group of Syrian infiltrators who
came into Israel through the Lebanon subjected one of our
villages to mortar fire, Another group placed a'mine on
a road between two of our villages in Upper GaL“lg?Land
the third placed a detonation charge which destroyed a

pumping station serving one of the villages north of the

Sea of Galaléd.
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This is not in our view an
acceptable state of affairs, And 1t 1s our hope that
the volce of all peace loving peoples throughout the
world will be raised in the demand that 1t be stopped.

I think that our ftwo
countries share the belief that beyond the deterrance
of aggression and resistance to 1t--if need be--our
policies must be dedicated towards the attainment of
real peace in our world. The replacement of fear and
mistrust by relations and cooperation between states
in the interests of their people, The liberation of
mankind from the vast and growing burden of armles so
that these huge resources of men and money mayke be
devoted toward the improvement of life.

In the unfolding story of the
relationship between our two countries and peoples, Vice
President Humphrey has played a signiflicant role, He has
been with us in encouragement, in concern, in understanding
and in support for very many years--from the period before
we emerged into dndependence until the present day., And
it is for all those reasons Mr, Chairman, ladles and
gentlemen, that it is a great honor and a high privilege
formz me to associate myself with you in payling tribute

to a leader whose understanding of our cause has meant so
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much to us and whose life and work and pefformance has
increased the vistas for freedom of mankind everywhere,
Thank you.

( APPLAUSE).

SEIMILLER: Thank you very much, Mr,
Ambassador. It was a great message, a great inspiration
for us to sit here and listen to you tell about the
problems that still face Israel., In 1954, when I was
there they took me over along the Sea of Gallleg, where
you could look up the banks you saw the permanent guns
across looking down on Israel, Unfortunately they must
be still there.

For a country to have to live
in that kind of a situation is most dlfficult. While
you're still reclaiming a country, But I think your
countrydig one of the smartest thlngs that any country
could do--I would recommend 1t to the Unlted States of
America, they do see fit to pick trade unionlists that
have understanding, that have knowledge of human belngs
and send them around the world as their ambassadors,

I can name some of ours--I don't think fits that category.

Incidentally, I'd like to tell
you that we in the machin%sts union are exceptilonally

proud as we have one of our members who has been a member
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of our union for over 25 years, He's pald smx his dues
each and every month, He hasn't took an out of work
stamp, He's paild cash and hes8s one of your great leaders
in the Histadrut in America., Perhaps you didn't know it,
I'm speaking of Greg‘ Bard%kﬁs'.

| ( APPLAUSE)

Israel is a nation that depends
for its very existence on its shilpping. Shipping is even
more important to Israel than railroads are to the United
States, It is a tribute to Israel's dedlcatlion %o
freedom that in 1951, our next speaker led Israel's
Seaman's Union in its big strike--without beilng shot,
without being jalled or without being forced into
compulsory arbitration,

(LAUGHTER)

For tonight's presentation
here is a member of the Executive Board of the Histadrut
and its American representative, Brother Z@e¥ Barash,

(APPLAUSE)

BARASH: Thank you, brother Chalrman,
Vice President Humphrey, Preslident Meaney, Hls Excellency
Avram Harman, Israel's Ambassador to the Unlted States,

President s of International and National Unilons, honorable
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guests, It is an honor for me to present Vice President
Humphrey, the Histadrut Humanitarilan Award £®x on behalf
of the Natlional Committee for Labor Israel and the
A"erican Trade Union's Council for Histadrut.
) The man and the occaslon are
most appropriate for a quotation from the Bible,
Isadah, Chapter 11, Verses 4 and 5., And first of all
in the original.
(QUOTES IN HEBREW).
“But with righteousness shall
he judge the poor and decide with equlty for the meek
of the land., And he shall smite the land with the
wrath of his volce and with the breath of his lips shall
he slay the wiksax wicked.
\ And righteousness shall be
the girdle of hls loins and falthfulness the girdle of
his race, !
This 1s appropriate to this
evening, And now I will ask the Executive Director of
the National Committee for Labor Israel, Dr, Sg»ix Sol
Steln to stand besld e me and the Chairman of the American
Trade Union Council for Histadrut, Brother Fa]’.\man-—.here 15%%‘4{-6'

o
(] , the Humanitarian Award to

L T | ‘_.uu‘.“ltt

Vice President of the United States Hubert H, Humphrey,
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i In grateful appreciation of hls outstanding efforts in
fostering sympathetic understanding between the people
of the Unlted States and the people of Israel and hils
warm encouragement of the cause of Histadrut, the Israel
Labor Federation, National Committee Labor Israel,
Joseph Schlosberg, President, Dr, Sol Steln, Executlve
Director, American Trade Union Council for Histadrut,
Noah Falcaman, Chairman, 1967."

(APPLAUSE)
HUMPHREY : Thank you very, very, much,
(APPLAUSE).

SEIMILLER: And now ladies and gentlmen,
slsters and brothers, the great moment has arrived,
Minnesota's gift to the world., The Vice President of
the United States,

§APPLAUSE AND WHISTLING)

HUMPHREY : Thank you, Thank you, Thank you,
Thank you.

Thank you my good friend, Roy €x
Seimiller, And Roy, may I say that that cheering and
shouting that you heard off to our right here was the
group that I insisted on coming from the State of Minnesota
to cheer me on,

( BAUGHTER) .
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But I'm very honored by theilr
presence,

Mr, Meaney$ Presldent Meaney
and Mr, St¥lberg, Louis Stblberg, my good friends and
Rabbil Rabinowltz, a dear and good friend and Father
Haft‘f, a dear and good friend and gentlemen all here
at this head table and the ladies and gentlemen of this
audience,

It would be impossible for me
to recognize each and every person in this room that has
contributed so much to this program tonight and to the
wonderful work of Histadrut and the great work of the
American Trade Union Counclil for H;stadrut. I can only
say as has been sald by others, I'm a member of fthe
family, I've been Histadruting a long time,

(LAUGHTER AND APPLAUSE)

And 1like Brother Meaney I too
was in Israel and I visited the headquarters of Histadrut
and I've often wondered how that wonderful hotel was
coming down there in glalthat Histadrut was building.,
I've been wantlng to go back and as yet I haven't been
given the proper travel orders,

(LAUGHTER)
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But maybe sometime that can
happen, Now there is much &n my heart tonight. First
of all I wanted to say to Roy Seimiller, I'm so glad
that you took a few moments out to violate protocal in
the most wonderful manner when you first spoke to us
here as did Lou Stblberg and George Meangy and Mr.
Ambassador and you, sir that have honored me tonight by
your presence--representing as you do so brilliantly
and ably the state of Israel.,

But I liked what Roy Seimiller
had to say., I liked every word of 1% even if 1t wasn't
all true, I just thought it was great,

(LAUGHTER)

I remember what our late and
beloved friend Adl®l Stevenson used to say about flattery.
He said, "It's allright if you don't inhale it."

(LAUGHTER)

But I'll tell you, When you're
Vice President you iInhale and breathe deeply,

( APPLAUSE )

I was given that kind of advice
when I first came to the Vice Presidency by Dave Dubinsky
and Jack !E;tofsky, they got me off on the sldes and said,

"Now enjoy every minute of it. It'll just seem miserable,
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You Just ought to enjoy it,”"

(LAUGHTER)

It's good for a Vice President
to hear these nice things and my mother would have loved
i1t. And I'm golng to tell her all about it on Sdanday,
on Mothers! Day because I'm golng out to South Dakota to
see my mother, who stlll watches the papers to see what
her son is up to,when I come out she shakes her fingers
ard at me and tells me she wlshes I wasn't up to so many
things,

(LAUGHTER AND APPLAUSE)

Now I ought to a2lso Jjoin the
parade here of those who are speaking about thelr work,
And 1like Louis StWlberg, George bban‘y—-my name is
Humphrey. I'm Vice Presldent. And the one, the big
one has not yet asked me to retire, I like my Jjob,
(LAUGHS)

(LAUGHTER).

So since I haven't heard the
word yet, I'll stay with you, You know,xXxkawxex I've had
a wonderful day. Of course tonlght to hear the message
that was glven to thls gathering by Presldent Lyndon
Johnson and hils generous references to the Vice President,

I'm sure you know does gladden my heart,k® means a great deal
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to me and I'm extremely grateful. And then the message
from that valient soldier of freedom, that courageous
man that graced the office of the presidency for better
than 7 years, Harry S, Truman on his 83rd birthday,
that made me happy.

(APPLAUSE)

I must say that when you can
recelve messages from President Johnson, and President
Truman, Ambassador Goldberg, Governor Harriman, men of
that stature, of that prominence'and of such progressive
spirit and character, you can't help but know that this
1s a wonderful, wonderful occaslon,

This morning I started my day
with the Intern&étional Brotherhood of Railway Clerks out
in Minneapolis, At ConventionZ Hall we had several hundred
delegates, We had 11l to 12,000 people present at that
meeting, And I spoke to them very much of what's been
spoken of here tonight, Not just where we've been and
what we'fve done but where we're golng and what we intend
to do. And I want to say to President Meaney how much it
meant to me this evenlng, to hear this, thils courageous
and dedlicated leader of labor--not speak in terms of the
yesterdays but to speak in terms of the work yet to be

done in America, The work yet to be done in this troubled
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world. The vision of a fmrm®x tomorrow, That meant much
to me, And how much it meant to me to hear the
Ambassador of the State of Israel, succinctly and I think
so movely and with such %a clarity tell ®f us of aggression,
And its many wicked forms, And how important 1t 1s that it
be checked and reslsted, And I must say, Mr, Ambassador,
I never heard a more lucild and moving brlef statement on
the meaning of aggresslion and its threat to everything
that this great audlience and others like 1t believes in,
In what you had to say here tonlight., We're indebted to
you,

And of course you must know,
I'm sure, all of you, how much it means to have
reminisces, memories of the labor's lead to politilcal
education that George MEaney told us about and of PAC
from CIO., Roy I want you to bring my greetings to
Walter, I remember 1947 and San Francisco, 4And I'll
tell you. George Meaney, yes he gave you the right
Interpretation of what I was up to., Did I ever get wound
up out there, And 1t was great, though, I'll tell you
1t was great, And Bill Green, Blll Green, the Presldent
then of the AFL came to the City of Minneapolils in 1948
and I want to say that as much or more than any man for

my election in that great speech that he delivered in our
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auditorium, He really gave it %o them, And later on the
voters gave me the votes, And by the way I like both, I
want you to know,
(LAUGHTER)
So this is quite a day and 1t's
been guite an experience for me tonight. This afternoon,
T was privileged to be with for a very brief time, the
representatives of some 200 women's organizations that
are here in Washington giving of themselves to the war
on poverty. They've been with President and Mrs, Johnson
late this afternoon, And now tonight I'm here with my
friends, From the United States of America, the great
free labor movement of this country and I am here with
my friends from Israel, the great free labor movement--
Histadrut of the State of Israel. What a special occaslion.
So you can imagine how honored
I am by this awerd., And 1t 1s an impressive looking award,
put more important it means much to me. Because 1t comes
from people that I admire greatly and respect deeply. I've
always thought that the highest form o humanitarianlism
howaver was not just humanitarianlsm of charity. But
rather the humanitarianism of helping others to help

themselves, 1t's doing things with people rather than just
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for people, And I think that's the kind of humanitarlianism

that both the American...

END OF SIDE TWO
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... Mrs, Johnson late this afternoon, And now tonight I
am here with my friends, from the Unlted States of Amerlca
the great free labor movement of this country, and I am
here with my friends from Iszael, the great free labor
movement Histadrut of the State of Israel, What a speclal
occasion, So you can imagine how hbnored 1 am by thils
award, and 1t is an impressive-looking award =-- but more
importantly it means much to me, because 1t comes from
people I admire greatly and respect deeply. I've always
thought that the highest form of humanitariabhlism, however,
was not just a humanitarianism of charity, but rather the
humanitarianism of helping others to help themselves, It's
doing things with people, rather than just for people.

And I think that that's the kind of humanitarianism that
both the American and the Israell labor movements have
represented and practiced -- doing things with people,
helping people 1lift themselves, And these grea$ labor
movements are at the very heart of the whole democratic
experience. Can you imagine a free country without a free
labor movement? It 1s impossible, And wherever you see
the banner of freedom, you will see free men and women in
a free labor movement who have made it posslble, And that's

why I consider it a speclal honor to be In the company of
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the representatives of these two great free nations, where
1abor means something, where labor has contributed axma
immeasurably to the meaning of our respective countries,
Through the Afro-Asian Institute for Cooperative and Labor
Studies, Histadrut, as has been noted here tonight, has
been helping the peoplesof other lands to help themselves,
helping the peoples of other 1ands to organize for fthelr
own welfare and for their own nation-building.

Now the building of democratic institutlons, as
trade unions and cooperatives, 1s an essential part of
nation-building. And nation-building is the greatest
undertaking of our time, Your great America, my fellow
Americans, 1s deeply dedicated to nation-building., Our
desire is not to be known as the world's warrior, but
rather as the world's peacemaker. Not as a destroyer, but
as a butlder. Not merely as a soldier, but as a teacher,
And I believe that if we will but persevere in the under-
takings that are ours at home and abroad, that we can
realize these high goals., I'm afrald that many Amerlicans
never stopped to think that we, right hera in this prosper-
ous, big, rich and strong America, that we're engaged in
nation-building in our own country. For the building of
a nation is something that must not and cannot stop, if k=
the nation is to survive and grow. And this is especlally
so for Amerilcans,

You can't talk of change, as we do, of science and

technology, and its lmpact on our society, and not know
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that every day we must, we must grow, and we must bulld

this greag nation of ours and all that 1t stands for., And
remember that we did launch 2 very noble and worthwhile
undertaking. Never before had a people, at least up to

that time, ever proclaimed, in an organized manner,
inalienable rights of @od's children, And that those

rights could be spelt out -- at least in 1life and liberty
and the pursult of happlness., And that great doctrine

still lives in this world. 1It's often referred to as the
unfinished American Revolutlon, That's why I have always
felt that those of us that believe in progresslive democracy,
that belleve in dynamic change and dynamic progress, we

are the true chilldren of this revolution, And I don't belleve
in letting totalitarlans or dictators or conservatives or
reactionaries call themselves American revolutionaries or
revolutionaries at all, We are the ones that lead the
revolt against Injustice; and we are the sm revolutionariles
for human dignity. And let's claim it. (Applause)

The author Herman Melville put 1t well when he penned
these words: 'We are the ploneers in the world, the advanced
guard sent out and sent on through the wilderness of untried
things to break a2 new path," I want my fellow Americans to
know that we are breaking new ground. That we are the
advanced guard -- and that we have loyal allles and friends,

Mr, Ambassador, when a nation lives and breathss the

spirit and the air of freedom, 1t needs no written alllance
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with the United States, Because that alliance is there in
spirit. (Applause)

Now I want to say a few things about the America of
tomorrow, because the best days of America are yet to come,
I think most of the people in thls audience know that I've
never been one to hark back to the so-called '"good old
days," because I never thought that they were that good.
(Laughter) And even if they were, they could have been
better, I much prefer the good new days, the days that are
here and the days that are to come, the days that we're
building for tomorrow, Oh, I know, sometimes you seem to
be more intelligent 1f you seem to be highly critical, and
if you, uh, look ponderous and dilsturbed. But I must say
that I never felt that I was a very good pessimist, It
never agreed with my temperament, I prefer to be an
optimist.,

And I think that there's more hlstory on my side in
America than there is on the side of the doubters and the
men and the women of little faith and the pessimists,
because I happen to bellieve that we've done some mighty
great things in this country, And I happen to belleve that
what we've done 1s Jjust the beginning. We have only taken
the first steps., But those flrst steps, in many ways, are
the longest part of the Journey.

Now nationebullding goes bkaz by many names, President

Jopnson has identified his efforts im and his administration's
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efforts in nation-bullding as The Great Society. In the
past, we know 1t has gone under names that we love %o
remember: Théd New Deal, The Fair Deal and The New Frontiler,
But the meaning 1s the same, no matter what label you put on
it.

I said to a group of ladles this afternoon that I
think that the period we are in now could well be called
an advemture in opportunity, because never hefore has so
much opportunity been opened up, been made avallable to so
many. And opportunity is a beautiful word when 1t's %
couched 4in and surrounded by freedom and the effort to
obtain social Justice.

Purging our nation of poverty, kradimg cleanling up our
slums, assuring, as George Meany sald on this platform
tonight, every child the opportunity to all the educatlion
that he can put to use, meklng every American, regardless
of race and creed and color or natlonal origin a first-class
citizen of this country -- I1I'll tell you that thls is
nation-building. It's every much s5.. every blt as much
nation-building and every blt 2s mug exclfing as some of
the things we hear that they're doing in Africa or Asla or
Latin America. And, thank goodness, fthe majorlty of the
people of this country are up to the challenge and welcome
it, I see it in the trade unions., I see it in the eager-

ness and the enthusiasm with which young Americans, by the
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thousands, are responding to every opportunity for voluntary
service to thelr fellow men, All I know 1s that sometimes
we're led to believe that our young Americans, this younger
generation, is primarily Interested in demonstrating or
protesting -- that's not unusual, I might say, however, for
young people (we all went through the same experience at
sometime in our lives) -- but let me Just put on the record
here tonight something of fact that very few people seenm
to know, that in our universitles today over two hundred
thousand young Americans are today giving freely of their
talent and thelr time to help deprived, other young
Americans, deptlived and needy elderly Americans, paople
who've never had a fair break, two hundred thousand of them
pour out of the classrooms every day to give of themselves
in voluntary service. That's a new story. (Applause)

I call thls young move the Volunteer Generation, and
thay've done a great Job in peace and in war., There's
never been a better generation, But there're some people,
you know, who don't share thls vision, There are some whs that
think it's literally heresy to add anything to what has
already been bullt., There are others who Just would like
to knock off a brlck or two or 2 building block, a2nd even
kick out or tear down the keystone of the arch, And that's
the problem I want to share with you tomight; because unless
We come to grips with i1t, we may See‘some of the basic

programs of whatever you wish to call it, Great Soclety or
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Adventure and Opportunity, or FRew Deal or Fair Deal, starved
of funds and some of its most promising programs cut out
altogether, I always will warn my friends and audiences,
Beware of the group in Congress or elsewhere thatpromises
you blg authorizations In legislation, That's 1like the
fellow that took that vow of marriage, to love and honor

and obey, and be faithful and true, and t1ll death do us
part -- and the first time his wife asked for a new dress,
he said, "I didn't mean that," (Laughter) And we have some
today who are all for these programs, all for what we talked
about from this platform, except, except not now., Some
people never feel comfortable where the action is; they

like to be where the inaction i1s. Progress, even if it be
ever too gradual, seems to alarm them. And they have some
new watchwords., They say such things as, "Not now," "Go
slow," "Some other time," "Pause. Look ot over again,"

And better stlill, what they really mean is, "Never, never,
never." And right now, through some of them, their chosen
alibi is that there 1s a war on in XEEHEKXNIBXKAEX Southeast
Asla, in Vietnam, and they justify all of their recaleltrance,
all of thelr obstinance on that basis, Well, let me say
that they're grievously mistaken.

This natlon, with a gross national product of three-
quarters-of -a-trillion dollars, over seven-hundred-and-fifty-
billion dollars, can afford to extend freedom at home and
at the same time 1t extends it abroad., And it must.

(Applause)
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This nation that can put a man on the moon and will do
it, and will make the investments that are necessary,
ought to be willing to make the investments that are
necessary to help put 2 man on his feet right here on earth,
(Applause) And we can do it,

I think 1t would be scandalous, 1f when this struggle
1s over in Southeast Asla that many of our brave soldiers
who come from our slums and from rural poverty return to
find it Just as 1t was when they left, or even worse, What
a travesty on justice that would be! Ang we can hardly
expect our Negro Americans, who have performed so bravely
and valiently in this war, to take a2 back seat in the
opportunity bus when they come back, £And those of us at
home have a duty to make this nation of ours worthy of the
heroism, the compasslion, and the sacrifice of our young men
in Vietnam or elsewhere. To do less would be to betray a
trust, to be a coward, to be unworthy of this nation,

Now, this 1s the EEEEXNENXX President's firm belief,
and it's mine, And that's why we have laid before the
Congrdss of the United States a forward-looking, yes, an
extending and expanding program of social progress. And
that's why we're not cutting back on the war on poverty.
That's why we are gearing up this adventure in opportunity.
Your Presldent 1s recommending this coming year, this fiscal
year, twenty-six billions of dollars for programs directly

aiding the poor in this great Americam of ours. This is an
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Increase of three-billion-six-h8ndred-million dollars over
the current fiscal year. And I don't say this with a voice
of apology. I say it proudly! Thank God that America, the
richest natlion on the face of the earth, the most powerful
nation, has a President that cares for the least of these,
those people in America that have never had a2 real break,
(Applause)

Remember what Franklin Roosevelt said, and I but para-

purpose

phrase it: he saild that the puxrse/of government is not to
see that those who already have too much have more, but to
see that those who have too little have enough. And that
purpose, as I paraphrased 1t, still remsins the goal of
this country and of this government., And I believe that
the people of the United States, when they undesstand this,
will be with our President, and will be with him.imxtkz In thel
beginning of the war on poverty, 1t didn't command overwhelming
support., I must say, Mr, Ambassador, that the Israeli
embassy was one of the original supporters a month after
the war on poveryy started, somebody from your embassy
called up the Offlice of Economic Opportunity and said, Is
there anything Israel can do to help win that war? Now,
that's a good ally. (Applause)

There were others that dldn't have that confidence.
It was new, It was untried. It was controversial, Its
purpose wasn't to make poverty more acceptable; its purpose

was to get at the root-causes. But things have changed.
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The latest public opinion poll shows that over sixty percent
of the American people want the poverty war expanded, or at
least continued at its present scale., That's 2 sisable
victory in public spimm opinion. And way? Because people
are beglinning to see the results. Not only nationally, but
they're seelng the results in their comm@nities, And
every result that counts 1s but the one that pou see, and
the one that bring about in your community,

You know, a better America is still where you live,
It 's the sum total of all the little things we do, The
sum total of what we do in each state, 2nd in each village,
city, and each county in this country. Now this war on
poverty that I speak of 1s broader than just the limited
programs that you read of, It includes, too, the great
soclal programs launched by Franklin Roosevelt, such as
Boclial Securlity, the National Lebor Relations Act,gginimum
wage., It includes also the Full Employment Act, of the
Truman Administration, and the other economic policies of
full employment of President Kennedy and President Johnson,
a pollcy which has created an environment in which business
and labor and agriculture can work together to achieve
sustalined economic growth unprecedented in our history,
And that war on poveryy includes Medicare, the Applachian
reglonal development program, the Eeonomic Development
Adminlstration, and the new Federal program for education

in our elementary and secondary schools,
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Now, what 1s the record, what have these programs and
policles achleved? Because you seldom get that information.
And I have here tonight, and I want to put it on the record,
five-million more Americans are at work today than were at
work a year ago, and that's no small achievement, And wages
are the hlghest in our history, and unemployment is at the
lowest point in thirteen years, And business has done mighty
well, too., More than one-million persons tonight, or today,
more than one-million persons are recelving Jjob training
under Federal programs, And most of them are young people,
or people that are the victims of technological unemployment
being retrained, One million of them in these Federal pro-
grams, and six years ago not one, I think that represents
some progress. Six million young Americans are in college
today. One million moee, one million, if you please, that
are there because of programs that you helped support in
the Congress of the United States -- Federal assistance.
Eight million children of deprived and needy families are
benefliting directly today from Federal aid to education,
that never would have had thils education, never would have
had 1%, Nine million more people are covered by minimum
wage, because thls great labor movement in America fought for
It in the last sesslion of the Congress, extending the cover-
age, including the wage., And yet we know that there is more

to do.
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More than three-and—%balf-million Americansx senior
cltlizens have already received good hospital and nursing-home
and medical care under Medicare, What a2 blessing! What a
great achievement! And I can remember that it was Jjust
about eighteen years ago this month that I was privileged
to Introduce the flrst Medicare bill in Congress, on May
the seveteenth, nineteen-forty-nine, (Applause) A bill,
1f you please, to provide hospital and nursing-home care
under terms of Soclal Securlty for psrsons age sixty-five
and over, And I recall sending out some letters asking
some of my friends, and I don't know if they were my friends,
asking some pz2k people, What do you think about it? And
they told me -- and I never showed the letters to my wife,
because the language was not exactly what I would consider
to be very friendly. But we won that fight, And now the
Job is to bulld, to lmprove, to extend. The war on poverty
has created eleven-hundred community-action agencles, where
people for the first time are belng given responsibllity for
their own lives, serving half the nation's poor, touching
their 11ves§'nl ifty large metropolitan areas of America,

This same struggle has enlisted more than eighty-six-~
thousand citizens in community action boards and more than
one-third of them are of the poor; people that had been
denled the chance of representation before ars represented

today in great community-action agencies, Thls is democracy
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at work, Theee programs have provided over -- have provided
education for the little ones, the pre-schoolers, in Pr®
Project Head EStart, Almost a million-four-hundred-thousand
have been benefited. And, by the way, Histadrut had Project
Head Start several years before we ever had 1t in the
United States, See, we learned so much, we borrowed so
mich,

This program of the war on poverty has given work and
training to nine-hundred-thousand nsedy boys and girls in
the Nelighborhood Youth Corps, It's helped thirty-five-
thousand high school youngsters out of the slums, up to 2
great college or a university, in Project Upward Bound,
If 1t had done nothing else than that, 1t had been worthwhile,
These are young men and women who never had a chance., These
are the children of poverty of the slums. But God endowed
them with a high I.,Q., 2nd they were tested and found
brilllant, and they've been sent on to our great universities,
Who knows, but what in these new trained minds will come the
cures for cancer, and heart dlsease, and stroke, and what may
come in more lmportantly some of the great remedies ang
polécles that we need to ease the tensions in our soclety,

We've graduated over fifty-thousand men and women from
the Job Corps centers, And we have thirty-five-thousand more
right now in over a hundred-and-nineteen centers., And of
those flfty thousand, over seventy percent went right on out

to a Job, Twenty percent went back to school, and ten percent
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went into the armed services of the United States. Ladies
and gentlemen, we're saving lilves, We're reclaiming lives.
What great good can a free people and a free country do
than to make 1t possible that every citizen to have a
better 1life, the pursuit of happiness?

These are Jjust a few of the things. There are seven-
million fewer people living in poverty today than there
were slx years ago, There are still too many living in
poverty. But I submit to you, we have had a2 good start.
And this beginning is Just tha kind of movement that we
need,

Now, Iif Americans iIncreasingly recognize what the
war on poverty has achieved, many of them know yet that our
cities are besieged with problems, And most of us live in
these cltles., It's summed up Iln the phrase "violence in

the strests.”

You know that your President has recommended
Increased assistance to our law-enforcement agenciles and
our law-enforcement offlicers iIn the perBormance of their
dutles, dutles essential In ours, as any civilized x society.
But this is one part of the effort., There's another part.
Ang that lInvolves getting down to the local causes, as well
as the symptoms of urban disorder, It involves digging out
the roots from which the disorders rose, such as the slums
and the ghettos and the discrimination and ths lack of
opportunity which still deface our cilties,

The President of the United States has proposed effective

action programs to clean up these festering sinks and cesspools
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of frustration, bitterness ang gathering anger. And we
need your help, as never before, hecause government alone
cannot do it. We need everybody. We have the programs
of urban renswal, housing; we have new programs khakxa

as model cities and rent supplements, and

they're bogged down in your Congress. We come forth with
an expanded youth opportunity program., The President is

proposing a coordinated campaign to make our cities,every
part of them, places where people may 1live in decency and
walk In safety., And sumely this America ought to be able
to provide that,

And here our major problem is once agaln public
information and public education, To arouse and mobilize
khexasrnk the kind of public opinion which will demand
enough actlon to meet the needs. £And I come to you to ask
you to carry the word., American public opinion is 1like an
ocean: you cannot stir it with 2 teaspoon., You have to
have 2 big movement, The problem that faces us today in
school legislation is not lack of public interest or public
support for education, We have that, .e know the impor-
tance of education, We know that Thomas Jefferson was right
when he said you can't be both free and ignorant, Israel
knows that, We know that H.G. Wells was right when he says
that civilization 1s a race between education and catastrophe,

We know that.
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And yet we have people that muddy the waters. The
problem of Federal ald to education has & deep divisions
among our friends and supporters, divisions which over
two decades balked every effective -- every effort that
we triled to make to accomplish our goals, The first bill
I voted on when I came to the Senate, in 1949, was Federal
ald to educatlon, It passed the Senate and was killled in
the House, Two years later it passed the House and was
killed in the Senate, It was sord of like a dead-end
tennis game, And 1t was always killed on the basis of
elther race or religion., And then one day a man came to
the White House and sa2id,¥Well, look, education is for
children, for people, It's not for institutions, or
chueches, It's for people., And let's get the education
to the child." I think that President Johnson's greatest
single achievement in his 1ife, at 1east/§§ﬂzgedomestic
front, 1s the passage of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, It makes him a great teacher. (Applause)
He charted a path through old mineflelds, that had held back
ald from our schools, It was a historic breakthrough. It
eharnrekedxkh channels the biggest share of Federal help to
the youngsters, who need it most, the children of the poor.

Now this program's been in operation for a2 little over
two years, or less, really, than two years. And it was
twenty to thirty years late in getting started. But already,

some self -professed friends of education, in and out of
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Congress, seem willing to risk reviving the olg controversy,
reopening the old wounds, of the past twenty years or more,
and stirring up the trouble once again, Now, my fellow
Americans, we cannot afford to go down that street a2nd 4into
that blind alley., We cannot afford to take apart what we
bullt so painstakingly and so tedlously. Rather, we should
make what we have work better and build on 1%, not tear it
apart, And I ask your help, I ask to keep going what we
have, lest we destroy all that we hope to get. I ask your
support tonight especially for the Teacher's Corps, an
inspired proposal to tap for the benefit of our hard-pressed
slum and ghetto schools that same rich talent of youthful
energy and enthisiasm which has made the Psace Corps the

wonder of America, and has put p Pazace Corps workers in

villages 2ll over the world, and has made XKIX VISTA (Volunteers

In Service to America) a great achievement, putting volunteers

in many of our urban and rural slums. We need your help.,
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And when I hear people say, as L've hesard tonight from
this platform about liberalism -- I had a fellow say %o me
not long ago, and they said, "Mr. Vice President, whatever
hagpened to the liberal program?" And I looked right at
him, fish-cold eyed, and said, "We passed it, Does that
disturb you?" (Laughter, applause) Yes, we passed it.

But the advantage of the liberal program 1s that there 1s
always more to do,

Frahklin D. Roosevelt's Soclal Security was not enoughj}
for the 1960's, And de\Baines Johnggn's iéderal ald to
education 2nd the war on poverty will not be m® enough for
the 1970's, We need to look down the road, and wea need to
build carefully, strongly, so that every step that we take
will be a forward step. Yes, there is this great and final
need of the unfinished business of our nation, the assurance
to every American of equal dignity and equal opportunity.

I don't need to tell you how important this is, because trade
unionism is all about humzn dignity. That's why 1t got
started, That's what it means, It's more than workling
conditions, or wages and hours, It's about people.

I suspect that there are many good white Americans tonight

that are saying to themselves, "What more do these Negroes
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want? Haven't they got enough? What else are they asking for?"
Well, the answer is simple, and I lay 1t on the line, Jjust as
the President of the AFL-CIC did tonight so movingly for me

and I know to you. Our Negro fellow-Americans,zxsour Indian
fellow-Americans, our Mexican fellow-Americans, our Puerto
Ricanff@llow-ﬂmericans, yes, all of our fellow-Americans want

to be equal clitizens of thls country, Nothing more and

nothing less, (Applause)

They want us to practlice what we teach our chlldren to
say, And I submit, my fellow-Americans, we either ought to
practice 1t or quilt saying 1t, because there is writtenxk:

"Woe unto ye hypocrites." And that practice, and what I

speak of, 1s so beautiful and yet 1t is so challenging;

"®ne nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and Justice
for all," Very simple., Sentimental, patriot, but fundamental,
Fundamental -- that's what brotherhood is all about. That!s
what human dignlty 1s all about, That's what American
citizenship 1s all about, And how anyone could ask for less,
for someone 2lse, and expect to have more for himself is

beyond me, American citizenship i1s the highest f£mxm honor

that be bestowed upon any person,in my % ﬁind. But if 1t's
good enough for me, then the full privileges and opportunities
and responsibilities of American citizenship are good enough
for my neighbor, Don't be decelved, my dear friends, there are
people who really want to hold back the fulfillment of this

great promilse,



You know, we sometimes W talk
about rising expectations as if it were something that
was golng on every place in the world but here. But I
want to tell you tonight that it's going on right here.

Right here in America. Rising expectations. We Gare

not and we must not deny it. If we do, we'll have
trouble. I'm not saying that we can reach the promised
land overnight. I know better than that. And those that
promise that deceive and do a disservice, but it is
essential that there be steady progress, visible progress,
meaningful progress. We cannot afford to lose the forward
momentum because if we do we fall back, And to those that
say pause, the only time a pause ever pefreshed was when
you drank a certain beverage.

A pause in public life, in economic
life, in the life of a trade union is not good enough, Therefore
I submit that it is essential that we move forward bn every
front that I've talked of tonight. Civil rights, strength
in our employment, equal employment opportunity laws.
Assurance that Americans have access to housing and the right
to Jury service where it is now denied them. That we give
protection to Civil Rights workers in thms e places where they
are in ever present physical danger. This is the least that
we can do. The challenge before us., It is the same for us

as 1t 1s for others., Nation building. Now if a little



nation as small as Israel can dream great dreams and make
them come true with the help of Histadrut, I ask is not

the opportunity for us and not the least for the American
labor movement even greater., I think it is. We have so
much to do. So I close in the spirit in which this meeting
was opened, The spirit of looking forward. You've honored
me immensely by this citation but this is not my honor.
This is a tribute to many others. The most important thing
that has been said here tonight is that we are creating
scholarships for the greatest resource that any nation has--
it's youth., That Israel knows as Jefferson knew that you
can't be both free and ignorant. And that America must
know this. And that every citizen must know the only
legitimate obJjective of government is thehealth and the
happiness and the education of its people. If we know
those things then we've learned much.

My favorite quotation and I
rEapEak repeat it almost as I would the scripture., It's
from that American author of the '30s because I read him
then, Thomas Wolfe, I guess I've used this a dozen times
or more but it's always fresh to me because it summarizes
what I believe in and what I know this labor movement
believes in. And what I think America is all about. And
here are the words. Let them be seared into pour conscience

and taken into your heart.



"To every man his chance. To every
man regardless of his birth, his shining golden opportunity.
To every man the right to live, to work, to be himself,

And to become whatever things his mankind and his vision
can combine to make him. This is the promise of America,"
Yes, my fellow Americans this is the promise that we can
and must make real, It's the promise that makes you

proud to be an American. Proud to be a free man. I Xak
thank you for your words of kindness to me. I thank you
for the privilege you've given me of being your friend,

in joining with you to be what I know to be worthy common
endeavors. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

SEIMILLER: Thank you very much, Mr, Vice
President, you gave us a great message, a great inspiration
in the language that this audience can understand. The
language of the trade union movement. Get out and organize
the unorganized. Bring the lost and the stray back into
the folds and get on with the liberal force in America.

We understand it and I'm sure
wetll take the message back.

It's a great privilege to be
here tonight at the chair of your meeting. I want to thank

everybody on behalf of the Histadrut who made this great



meeting possible. And for our benediction tonight we have
the Reverend Robert V., Hartgate from Catholic University.

HARTG!FE: Oh mighty eternal Father, we give
thanks to you for this meéting this evening which brings to
us a leader who embodlies all that is worthy in the spirit
of man, leadership which makes us recognize that the image
of God is an image kkakxkxx that is interior, it is the
soul of man, the spirit of man. XkEx A man who has
accomplished, a man who understands. Our own Pious XII
has taught us that each of us, living in the Christian
World is spiritually a semite, John the 23rd told us
that a rabbi is Joseph, your brother. And Paul VI went
to the land which we all call holy. This kind of leadership
is the leadership given to us by the man recognized by the
beautiful people of Israel and for the things we've received,
these gifts tonight, *i%anks be to you, Oh Lord. Shalom
Al}echem.

(APPLAUSE).
- Real good. He was real good.
(BACKGROUND NOISE) (PEOPLE LEAVING).

END OF TAPE.
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