














= g = The Vice President:
February 24, 1968
and other groups responsible for the quality of American universities.
They endorsed a joint statement on rights and freedoms of students. And
believe me, I'm very concerned about the rights of our students. I think
some of the student protests on curriculum and university patterns'of
action and teaching have been very, very helpful. It's too.bad that the
stuaents had to thinkl it up. Tihose of us who are the teachers and professors,
we should have been the first. Well, these groups listed these rights and
freedoms among others. Students should be free to have whatever speakers
in forum and form whatever organizations they wisﬁ. I guess that's whaf
I was trying to say. Students should participate in drafting rules of
campus conduct. And might I add, that they should assist in seeing that
they are abided by. It's easy .to draft rules. I've written a number of laws
(as a Senator, sixteen years of writing laws). My goodness! To write one
is one thing, and to get people to live by them is another--including the
drafter, I might add. Colleges should also clearly distinguish their own
rules from city, state, and national laws. And institutional authority
should never be used merely to duplicate the function of general laws.
Now, that's what was said in the pres.s. Yes, it's a Bill of Rights,

and it's a sound one. It deservesvsupport and acceptance, but I ask
this question: will it mean greater responsibility,. greater freedom, greater
service to the society; or will it be a licensé to cf;eat whlen-it cbmé.s .to the

tough business of democratic living? The answer is in your hands. Your
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answer will be a fateful one, for, as Goethe said, "The destiny of any
nation at any given time depends on the opinions of the youhg men under
five and twenty." And I would add to Goethe, "the young men and women under
the age of five and twenty." And that's over fifty percent of the populatio?'
of this land. |
The beacon of your freedoms or the contamination of your license wiil
extend far beyond your campuses into American society and the world at
large. I think it is time, therefore, that we, all of us, students and
non-students, dedicate ourselves to nd only that Bill of Rights but a
far greater one~--a Bill of Rights in consummate responsibilities in the
twenty-first century because there are no rights without responsibilities
--the right to peace so that man may live and hope free from the threat of
those who would march to power through brute force.
* k k kR Kk &
Now if the cameras will just turn this Way. Thank you. Thank you
very much. Thank you very much. I want to say, Dr. Anderson, this
isn't in my script either. I have a fatal weakness when I see an audience
like this. I have a speech here that I've worked on, and then I see you.
Gee, I think of other things I want .to say, too. And sometimes I can well
understand why some folks want to walk out. I feel that way mysel” !

middle of my talk.
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Well now, for the few of you that left and the many that stayed, 1
said there are rights and responsibilities; and one buttresses the other.
The right I'm sure that is uppermost in this day and age is the right of
life itself, the right of peace. The late an_d beloved Pope John XXIII
reminded us that mankind was a human family and that war itself was
fratricidal. I think we have to know that. And we must bend every effort
to its abolition. That right to peace 8O that men may live and hope
free from the threat of those who would marcﬁ to power through brute
force; the right to justice so that every man everywhere may stand
before his peers with full and equal opportﬁnity to achieve the highest
humanity; the right to free expression SO that man may.speak and be heard
without intimidation, unfettered and unthreatened by either the majority
or the minority; the right to education so that no man may be another's
slave through the denial of skills or the development of his talents;
the right to public accountability so that man may remain the master of
the state rather than the state the master of man; the right to full oppor-
tunity so that man may lift himself to the limit of his ability--every man
his chance no matter what the color of his skin, the tenets of his religion,
or the condition of his birth; the right to public compassion so that man
may live with the knowledge that his health, wlellfbeing', an:_i ves, his_
old age are the concern of his society; the right to movemen_-: a;'ld. free

association so that man may freely move and choose his friends without
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édércion; and the right to privacy so that man may bé free from the heavy
hand of the snoopers, the watchers, the listeners; and the right to rest
and recreation so that the necessity of labor may not cripple human
cievelopmen't and cultural attainment; the right to a safe and wholesome
environment, a decent home, and a neighborhooci, clean air, and full
protection of the law. Now these are the rights of this, the last third
of the twentieth century, and the promise of the next century.
They are the righis that we shquld seek 'gnd do seek at home and
in the world. But they will never be achieved without the exercise of
commensurate responsibilities. The responsibilities--the responsibility
to participate in the affairs of a community, of a nation, of a world lest
abstention leave the initiative to those who would exploit us; the responsi=
bility of public service lest service be to self rather than to fellow‘ man;
the responsibility to support the rule of law lest thé law of the jungle
engulf us at home and abroad; the responsibility to protect ideals in the
face of iorce lest vision be lost and expediency become a habit;_ the
responsibility to respect and defend the rights of others lest ireedom become
license. These are rights and responsibilities, Ladies and Gentlemen,
worthy of free people. These are rights emanating from mankind's deepest
human needs; these are responsibilities in keeping with mankinc%'s highest

capacities. But neither these rights nor these responsibilities will ever be
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fully realized in America until we prove worthy of them; and I call on you
as citizens of the land, the university to make tll'ze image of your generation
one of such clarity that there can Be no misuﬁderstanding of it--an image
not of despair but of hope, not of selfishness but of sel'flessness, not of
escapism but of open challenge to the hard realities of our time.

Thomas Huxley, when he visited America a century ago, wrote these
words: "I cannot say that I am in the slightest degree impressed by your
bigness or your material resources as such. Size is not grandeur and
territory does not make a nation. The great issue about which hangs
the terror of overhanging fate is what -are you going to do with these
things." Never has a land had so much--powerfui; rich, equipped with
great capacity, tremendous ability, great universities with almost
7,000,000 of our young men and women now attending them.- But the
question is, what shall we do with these things? Who shall speak for
the people, said Carl Sandburg. Who has the answers? Where is the sure
interpreter? Who knows what to say?

These are the questions. More important, my young friends, who can
do what must be done if this America of ours is to stand one day as a place
where the rights of man were fully :':B.l'ld finally achieved because the respon-
sibilities of men were fully and freely exercised. My answer: You are the
ones; we are the ones! Together!

Thank you.
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