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It's always a delightful experience for me to be around young 
people .•. especially young peop le nurtured in the traditions 
of rural life. 

Too many like you have been leaving our farms and smaller 
communities .•• too many of you have forsaken the promise of 
rural America for the bright lights and lure of the big city. The 
main reason: lack of opportunity in our rural areas. 

So many of our young people have joined the exodus from the 
countryside that 73 per cent of our country's population today lives 
on just 2 per cent of our land. 

Within 30 years, if this trend continues, over SO per cent 
of our people will be living in just three huge metropolitan regions 
• • • one along our upper Atlantic seacoast • • . one around our 
Great Lakes ••• and another along our Southern California coastline. 

Some say this concentration of people in the cities is desirable. 
Many others say it is inevitable. 

I say it is neither. 
I say this rural-urban imbalance is occurring because we lack 

a national policy to guide our country 's growth and development. 
This lack of direction and goals is leading our cities into decay 
and bankruptcy. It is stripping our country sid e and our smaller 
communities of their promise and their people ••• especially their 
young people. 

But I believe we can do something about it. 
This Nation was born as a nation of farmers. But it was, 

in fact, the very genius and productivity of these farmers which 
spurred the ensuing exodus from the land to the cities. 

As the farmer began to produce more than enough for his own 
needs, some were freed for other pursuits. The technological advances 
later made in agriculture made it possible for fewer and fewer 
farmers to feed more and more peop le. 

Let's look for a minute at what's happening right here in 
our own State of Minnesota. 

During the sixties our population in Minnesota grew 11 per 
cent - - about the same as the growth rate for the Nation as a whole. 
But, 95 per cent of that growth occurred around the Twin Cities. 

And what happened in rural Minnesota during this period? It 
lost 150,000 people. Between 1960 and 1970, 44 counties in the 
State lost population, all of which were rural in character, where 
mining, forestry or agriculture are the main industries. 

In 1950, we had 184,000 farms in the State. Today there are 
only 122,000. This means that we have been losing over 3,000 farms 
per year. If this trend continues, we will have only 30,000 farms 
by the year 2,000, or one-sixth of what we had in 1950. 

This loss of our most valuable resource, namely, people, from 
our rural areas must be stopp ed. Neither our cities nor rural 
America can afford to pay the high price related to such rural
urban migration. 

According to one study, the dollar burden of in-migrants on 
the population of our large cities is nine times greater for migrants 
than for residents • • • 9 times greater! 

And, what about the places where these migrants came from? 
As people leave the rural countryside or a small community, they 
take with them the leadership that they otherwise might have provided 
their community •.• the professional skills they might have applied 
. . . in educating the young • • • in improving local government 
. • • in curing the sick • • • in exp anding business and job 
opportunities. 
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I hope many of you young people will remain to take on the 
challenge of building a better rural America. 

"Almost everything that is great," Benjamin Disraeli once said, 
"has been done by youth." 

-- Blaise Pascal \'lrote a book on geometry by age 16 and invented 
the adding machine at 19. 

-- Thomas Edison patented the first of his many inventions, 
an electrical vote recorder, at 21. 

Alexander the Great ruled as King of Macedonia at age 20, 
and had conquered the civilized world by the age of 27. 

-- Albert Einstein had mastered the works of Euclid, Newton 
and Spinoza by the age of 15, and began work on his theory of space
time relativity at age 26. 

Michelangelo sculpted his "Battle of t he Centaurs" at 17 
and had completed his famous "Pieta" and "Bacchus" sculptures by 
the age of 26. 

By mid-1980, 35 per cent of all the people alive in the world 
will be under 15 years old ••• and even today, China has more 
children under 10 than the entire population of Russia. 

You are now in the process of formulating your own futures. 
You are reflecting on your own objectives and goals. 

Some of you may be planning to go into other professions while 
others of you may be planning to remain in agriculture and be the 
cattlemen of tomorrow. 

But, whatever your career decision, I urge you to remain here 
in the heartland of our Nation. Remain here and guide the changes 
that are needed to redirect the manner and quality of our country's 
future growth and development. 

Remain here to provide the leadership that your community 
and your industry will require to meet the challenges of our changing 
times. 

# # # 
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IT'S ALWAYS A DELIGHTFUL EXPERIENCE FOR ME TO BE 

AROUND YOUNG PEOPLE I I I ESPECIALLY YOUNG PE OP LE NURTURED 

IN THE TRAD ITIO NS OF RURAL LI FE , 

Too MANY LIKE YOU HAVE BEEN LEAV I NG OUR FARMS AND 

SMALLER COMMUN ITIES I I I TOO MANY OF YOU HAVE FORSAKEN 
-~ -

THE PROM ISE OF RURAL AMERICA FO R THE BRIGHT LIGHTS AND -----
LU RE OF THE BIG CITY.L_THE MAIN REASON: LACK OF OPPORTUNITY 

IN OUR RURAL AREAS, 

~So MANY OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE JOI NED THE EXODUS 

FROM THE COUNTRYSI DE THAT 73 PER CENT OF OUR COUNTRY'S -
POPULATION TODAY LIVES ON J UST 2 PER CE NT OF OUR LAND , 
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~JITHI N 30 YEAR,, I F THIS TREND CONTI NUES J OVER~ 

PER CENT OF OUR PEOPLE WILL BE LIVI NG IN JUST TH REE HUGE ... --
METROPOLITAN REGIONS I I I ONE ALONG OUR UPPE R ATLANTIC ,..., -
SEACOAST I I I ONE AROUND OUR GREAT LAKES I I I AND -
ANOTHER ALONG OUR SOUTHERN CALIFORN IA COASTLINE, 

~ SOME SAY THIS CO NCENTRATION OF PEOPLE I N THE CITIES 

IS DESIRABLE, MANY OTHERS SAY IT IS I NEV ITAB LE, ..., 

SAY IT IS NEITHER, .. ---
SAY THIS RURAL-U RBAN IMBALANCE IS OCCURRING 

BECAUSE WE LACK A NATIONAL POLICY TO GUIDE OUR COUNTRY'S 

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT6~HIS LACK OF DI~ECT!£N AND GOALS 

IS LEADI NG OUR CITIES INTO DECAY AND BANKRUPTCY, 
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~ IT I~ STRIPPING OUR CO UNTRYSIDE AND OUR SMA LLER COMMUN ITI ES 

OF THE IR PROM IS E AND THEIR PEOP LE ... ESPECIALLY THE IR --
YOUNG PEOPLE. 

~ BuT l BE LI EVE WE CAN DO SOMETHING ABO UT IT, 

L THIS NATIO N wAs BORN As A NATION oF FARMER /!.uT 

IT WAS, IN FACT, THE VERY GE NIUS AND PROD UCTIVITY OF 
q .. .-

THESE FA RMERS WH ICH SPURRED THE ENSU ING EXODUS FROM THE -- __.. 

LAND TO TH E CITIES. 

~ As THE FARMER BEGAN TO PRODUCE MORE THAN ENOUG H FO R 

HIS OWN NEEDS/ SOME WERE F~ FO R OTHER PURSUITS~HE 

TECH NO LOGICAL ADVANCES LATE R MADE IN AGR ICULTU RE MADE 

IT POSSI BLE FOR FEWER AND FEWER FARMERS TO FEED MORE AND 

MORE PEOPLE. 
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LET'S LOOK FO R A MINUTE AT WHAT'S HAPPENING RIGHT 

HERE IN OUR OWN STATE OF MI NNESOTA. 

DUR ING THE 60's OUR POPULATIO N IN I NNESOTA GREW 

11 PER CENT -- ABOUT THE SAME AS THE GRO TH RATE FOR THE 

NATION AS A WHOLE, Bur, 95 PER CE NT OF THAT GROWTH OCCURRED 

AROUND THE TWIN CITIES, 

~ND W~T HAPPENED I~ R~AL MI~E~TA DURING THIS PERIO~ 

~ lT LOST 150,000 PEOPLE. BETWEEN 1 60 AND 1970, 44 COUNTIES - --
IN THE STATE LOST POPULATION) ALL OF WHICH WERE RURAL IN 

CHARACTER~E RE M~G, FO~STRY OR AGR~CULTURE ARE 

THE MAIN IND USTRIES, 
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~I N 1950) WE HAD 184 ,000 FARMS IN THE STATE, TODAY 

THERE ARE ONLY 122,000 , THIS MEANS THAT WE HAVE BEEN 

LOS I NG OVER 3,000 FARMS PER YEAR 1 J IF THIS TREND CO NTI NUES , 
~ ~ 

WE WILL HAVE ONLY 30,000 FA RMS BY THE YEAR 2,000, OR __... 

ONE -SIXTH OF WHAT WE HAD I 1950, 

~THIS LOSS OF OUR MOST VALUABLE~ES~RCE, NAMELY, 

PE~P~ FROM OUR RURAL AREAS MUST BE STOPPEDt ~ITHER 
OUR CITI ES NOR RURAL AMER ICA CAN AFFORD TO PAY THE HIGH 

P~E RELATED TO SUCH RURAL-URBA~ MIG RATI ON . l 

( ACCORD I NG TO ONE STUDv; THE DOLLAR BURDEN OF 

IN- MIGRANTS ON THE PO PU LATI ON OF OUR LARGE CITI ES IS 

NINE TI MES GREATER FOR MIG RANTS THAN FOR RES IDENTS I I I 

9 TI MES GREATER: J 
' 

1.1t.t I 



- 6 -

~AND, WHAT ABOUT THE PLACES WHERE THESE ~IGRANJS CAME 

FROM? As PEOPLE LEAVE THE RURAL COUNTRYS IDE OR A SMALL - --
COMMUN ITY, THEY TAKE WITH THEM THE LEADERSH IP THAT THEY 

OTHERWISE MIGHT HAVE PROVIDED THEIR COMMUN ITY I I I THE 

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS TH EY MIGHT HAVE APPLIED I I I IN 
~ 

EDUCATING THE ~OU~G I I I IN IMPROVI NG LOCAL GOVERNMENT I I I 
&;;=> M$ 

IN CU RI NG THE SICK I I I IN EXPANDI NG BUS I NE SS AND J OB 

OPPORTUNITIES, 

~ J HOPE MANY OF YOU YOUNG PEOPLE WI LL Rji1A~ TO TAKE 

ON TH~E-C_H_A-LL_E_N_G_E_o_F_B..:U::I::L::D::I ~=G: ..... :~: ..... :~::T::T::E::R=RU=R~A:eL~A•M•ERiiiiil5iC~A~,~~ 

11ALMOST EVERYTHING THAT IS GREAT, " BENJAMIN DISRAELI 

ONCE SAID, "HAS BEEN DONE BY YOUTH. 11 
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-- BLAISE PASCAL WROTE A BOOK ON GEOMETRY BY AGE 

16 AND INVENTED THE ADDING MACHINE AT 19, 

-- THOMAS EDISON PATE NTED THE FI RS T OF HIS MANY 

INVENTIONS, AN ELECTRICAL VOTE RECORDER, AT 21, 
..., -

-- ALEXANDER THE GREAT RULED AS KING OF MACEDONIA AT 

AGE 20, AND HAD CON QUERED THE CIVILIZED WORLD BY THE 

AGE OF 27, 

ALBERT EINSTEI HAD MASTERED THE WORKS OF EUCLID, - .- .. 
NEWTON AND SPINOZA BY THE AGE OF 15, AND BEGAN WORK ON 

HIS THEORY OF SPACE-TIME RELATIVITY AT AGE 26, 

-- MICHELANGELO SCULPTED HIS uBATTLE OF THE (ENTAURS u 

AT 17 AND HAD COMP LETED HIS FAMOUS up iETAu AND uBACCHUS u 

SCULPTURES BY THE AGE OF 26, 
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~y MID-1980, 35 PE~CENT OF ALL THE PEOPLE ALIVE IN 

THE WORLD WILL BE UNDER 15 YEARS OLD , , , AND EVEN TODAY, 

(HI A HAS MORE CHILDREN UNDER 10 THAN THE ENTIRE POPULATIO .. 
oF RussiA. _ 

~OU ARE NOW IN THE PROCESS OF FO RMU LATING YOUR 0 N 

FUTURES, You ARE REFLECTING ON YOUR 0 N OBJECTIVES AND 

GOALS, 

~SOME OF YOU MAY BE PLANN ING TO GO INTO OTHER 

PRO FESSIONS WHILE OTHERS OF YOU MAY BE PLANN ING TO REMAI N 

IN AGRICULTURE AND BE TH E CATTLEMEN OF TOMORROW , --------·-----
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Bur, WHATEVER YOUR CAREER DECISION, I URGE YOU TO 

REMAIN HERE IN THE HEARTLAND OF OUR NATION.~EMAIN ~ 

AND GUIDE THE CHANGES THAT ARE NEEDED TO REDIRECT THE 
tr ., 

MANNER AND QUALITY OF OU R COU NTRY'S FUTURE GROWTH AND 

DEVELOPMENT, 

l.J. E:AIN HE~RE TO PR~E THE LEADERSHIP THAT YOUR 

COMMUNITY AND YOUR I NDUSTRY WILL REQUIRE TO MEET THE 

CHALLENGES OF OUR CHANGI NG TI MES , 

# # # # # 



The Outlook for the Beef Cattle Industry 

The record of the cattle industry in the United States is 

one of the most exciting in the history of American agriculture . 

The long cattle drives over such routes as the ~sho~ and 

Santa Fe Trails to railheads in Abilene and Dodge City mark a --famous chapter in the ~est~ard march of the Nation . 

/ 

The story of recent years , though less colorful , is not 

less signi ficant in terms of economic changes . ~nee 1950, devel

opments in the beef industry have been more favorable to both 

producers and consumers than in any other part of the livesto~k 

economy . J Per capita consumption of all red meats rose from~ 

pounds per capita in 1950 to 185 pounds in 1970 . :!Ji 'Olf <'!eeevnt.ed 

£tMt all sf *bi ii i lt~o bot ;d ii~n§ fi'!If!' 71 +m 1~: tfN.s~ef 
no~ provides nearly t~o-thirds of all red meat consumption in the 

United States . In total quantity , more than t~ce as much beef 

~as produced in 1970 as in 1950 . 
-..... -

~rejections of U. S. beef consumption to 1980 based on 

expected trends in population and consumption indicate an increase 

of about a fourth above the 1970 level.~Proj ections of production 

capacity suggest that production of cattle and calves ~ill increase 

accordingly if producers take advantage of ~hat appear to be 

favorable opportunities . 

Prepared by Farm Production Economics Division , Economic Research 
Service , June 30, 1971 . 
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The rapid increase in beef production in recent years uas 

achieved through a combination of increases in number of beef cous 

and a rapid shifting to the feedlot of a high proportion of the 

cattle formerly slaughtered as nonfed beef1 ~ 1950, only about 

half of the beef consumed in the United States uas from fed beef. 
b . • 

Nou~t is nearl~hree-four~s . 

~ z;: important question facing cattle producers nou is hou 

the industry can supply the larger beef requirements of the 1970's. 

The potential for getting more pounds of beef per animal from 

cattle slaughtered as nonfed beef is virtually exhausted . ~terna
tives such as increasing the calving rate, multiple calving, cross~ 

breeding , and marketing at heavier ueights all appear to have major 

constraints~ Increasing cou numbers to produce more feeder cattle 

appears to be the most likely alternative . 

~Betueen 1950 and 1969 the national inventory of beef cous 

increased nearly a million head a year . If demand and production 

materialize as expected, the average annual increase in number of 

beef cous uill have to be at least 1 . 5 million head betueen 1970 

and 1980 to meet anticipated needs. 

If the cattle industry places major emphasis on increasing 

cou numbers and producing feeder calves , there uill be an oppor~ 

tunity for all regions of the United States to contribute to the 

increase in breeding herds ,{ The Plains States are presently the 

major beef cattle- raising region, uith 40 percent of the total beef 

cous . The Plains region is likely to retain this leading position 
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although the rate of growth is dependent on the relative profitable

ness of wheat production and shifts in land use . ~e traditional 

range areas of the Western States are likely to produce to their 

capacity with some increase over present production , but these 

States have a l imited potential for increasing cattle inventories . 

~, The potential for expanding cow numbers seems to be greatest 

These regions , in the Corn Belt , southern , and southeastern States .. -particularly those in the South, already have significant numbers 

of beef cows and there are substantial resources availabl e for 

incr eased production . 

Beef feedlot finishing is presently concentrated in the Plains 

States and the western Corn Belt . These areas will continue to be 

important ·feeding centers . Significant expansion of feeding is 

expected in the Southeast and mid- Corn Belt . 
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