
f1EflOR , Ufi 

TO: 
FROfi : 

SUBJECT : 

PARCH 2 I 1972 

Senator Humphrey 

I>iar k Epstein 

Statement on Elderly , River View Tower East senior 
citizens home , Wausau, TODAY 

This statement is for your use at 4:30 p . m. this afternoon. 
The news lead is an attack on Nixon's message to Congress 
last week on older Americans . 

We have compared Nixon ' s elderly message with the Whi te House 
Conference on Ag ing recommendations--the Nixon message falls 
way short of the Conference p roposals. 

We then follow wi th descriptions of your plans for the elderly , 
in health care, income, etc . 



REf'~ARi\S BY SEi JATOR H BERT HI HU~1PHREY 

RIV R VIEH TO'v'JER E .ST SE" l OR CITIZEi S HOfl 

WAUSAU ~ WISCONS IN 

:'lARCH 28~ 1972 



LAST v!. PRESI D ,'T t IXOr SEI·~T TO T'1E CO "GR SS :IS 

f·'1 SS G or: OLD R fTR ICA1:S. ThiS LE'Jr-HY .·m vJE IGH TY 

DOC f1b. IS A MO U E TAL SHA~, T AT SHAMEFULLY 

I i ORES T~ TRUE 1 EEDS OF 20 rr LLI o:~J OLDER ArERI CA,'S. 

PJ30 'E f LL, PPES ID iT ,.' I 'Oi H/\S DIS REG;\r.D D THE 

R CDr lriEt'DATI O! S OF IS OHl hH ITE 'OUSE CGIFE.E'CE 0 IGiriG--

H IC i ;lET Ir; iP.S INGTO'! LP.TE LP.ST YE'!P. . .ES IDEt T !dXOI' 

AS FA IL D TO :EED T ;E DEl: /iJS 0. TI 'E 3, 400 DELErt.TES TO 

TbE COi,lFERE 'C ·--HHO t~SI'ED OR f\CTI O~ iiD .OT E~ ,PTY P ... OfHSES. 

Am Pr.ES ID i·JT ;: IXO ' S SILEIJCE Oi' f,t~,;y ISSIJES SPE/\(S 

r10R ELOQUE !TLY Th i ~ THE fit-,t'Y vn~DS OF ' IS nc:SS;~GE : 
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POLICY FOR T E ELDERLY--HE SfN S ·iOTHI 'G iiBOUT TI1E ~EED 

TO C~EPJE f\ :~EH t.SS ISTP.~H SEC E.T P.Y POSI-IOiJ I;: THE 

DEPP.RTriEdT OF HOCS I; 'G A;m ~.~.''.il f:E 'ELO rE;n TO 0 'E .SEE .''!· D 

COORD Ir~PJE HOUS rr;G P ·.OGRPJ:s or OLDER. PJ'En.I c iS I 

-- E SAYS i'OTii i, 'G ABOUT Tl E I:lf:ED I/\TE ~EP.LTH CARE i· E S 

FOR Pr.l:SCRIPTIOt . DRUCS J EYE !. LASSES ~ llEf .. JilC f, IDS-- 'E S~.YS 

f. OT i I' JG ABOUT THE • EED FOP CRL~TE~ FEDE 11l1 RESEP.RCH E FO ..TS 

a·, THE PROBLEf .S OF HEf\LTH Cl\P.E FOR. Tl E ELuEr.LY --HE S:· YS 

~wTi rr c ABOUT Ct EATHJG A 1· ATI m'PL I ~sTITUTE oF r,El\o 'TO LOGY I 
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i ·1D vJhE' I:E DOES ADDRESS II If ~S =1r TO THE ISS UES v!H ICH 

cm c R1 · ELDtRLY AflRI c~ · s, PRES IDE n nxo~ .. H~$ FAIL D To 

Ui 'D RSTA 'D WHI\T IS r~EEDED . 

--HE H~~S RECOf·ir'i ··i''DEiJ OilY 5 PERCEI'lT !"~CREASE I 

SOCI~L SECURITY ASS ISTl\t CE . BCT ~iHAT IS REP LLY NEEDED IS 

5 Tlf:ES Th~J HlCRE -SE--THE 25 PE .CENT H CRE SE I Hft.VE:. CALLED 

FOR P. 'D THE HH ITE HOUSE. co 1FEP.E: c RECDr~t!El~DS I 

--A1~D THE P ES I DE ~JT 'S PLMl TO PROTECT SOCIAL SE:.CU ITY 

BE EFITS AGAii'ST L'Flft.T IO'·J BY TYI I G THEf'" TO COST-0 -LI I I~G 

I"KREASES IS f:1f:.AlHiJG LESS U ~LESS \'IE PP.ISE ASS ISTAfKE LEVELS 

ADEOUATEL y {\ "~'D I ~!f' '!ED I ATEL y I 
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--PP. SIDE 1H \ IXOi 1\LSO SP A<S PROUDLY OF SIG!'H IiJTO 

LAvl SOCIAL SECU JTY Ii C, EASES CF L6 PERCEI·'T 1 BUT T!·iE 

ELDERLY OF T IS · ~ATI ON ·. OH Tl· AT TH[ I ·JCREP.SES H TliE P/\ST 

3 Y ARs--oF 15 Am 10 P RCEI· T --\·ERE Pf1.SSE.D BY " DEr;oc P.T I c 

CONGRESS OVER -IE OPPOS ITi o·, OF Tl 'E 'liXot; ADr:IlHST. TIO·'. 

LET 'S ·or FOOL OURSEL S--AJD LET 'S NOT LET TPE 

PR SID-.a FOOL CS Ein;ER . T ,E Tli1E H~.S CO, ,E TO . ECOGiHZE 

T I~J T 'E 1JEE.DS OF OLDER Ar11E J CP:· S f\RE 1WT PRI I LEGES TO BE 

BESTOVJED BY l\ GE . EROUS SOCIETY J BUT BAS I c Ar~EP I CA I I JHTS I 

-- IT IS HROt'·G T AT 5 1/2 f~ ILLI Ol' OF OU ELDEP..LY-- f ~ORE Tli.~il 

A QUP.RTER OF ALL OLDER Ar ':ER.ICAr s--P.RE LI · r~G L·~ ro ERTY I 

A·,m sr , CE PRESIDENT 1· I/ON Too' OFF ICEJ ~.ro.£ THA · 100Jooo 

SEiHO . CITIZE[JS HAVE JO il~ED THE POVE'{TY RO LLS . 
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-- IT IS vRO G THAT f'I ILLI OI!S OF ELDE 1Y Ar1E ICAI·~s LACK 

ADEQUAT TRA1'SPORTATI Oi ' EVEI' FOP. SUCH B~S I C I~EEDS AS VISITS 

TO DO CTOR OR TO A GROCERY STORE . 

-- IT IS ~·lf\O'G T' ,L\T fULLi o·s OF ELDERLY Af~1ERICANS RE 

PR ICED OUT OF THE HOf1E BUY II'lG f~ARKET 1 ;m FO CED TO LI VE Itl 

HHAT ARE ALL Too FREQUE ·n LYI CROHDED I sH, BBYI Mm u HEP.LTHY 

CO "D IT I Qi· S • 

-- IT IS WRO JG Tl AT OUR SOCI ETY SHORT - CHA" GES T OSE V/HO 

I ~ Th[I R PRODUCTI VE YEARS kA E CO\TRIBUTED SO ~UCH . A~D THE 

TI '1E FOR ct NJGE IS I· OVJ. 

I PROPOSE A Ed DEAL FOR TIE ELDEP.LY CITIZE''.JS OF Ar-1E .ICP. : 
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1. AS P, E IDE H., O'·JE OF rY FI .. ST ,~CTS \·!0 LD BE 

TO ESTABLIS I 1. CAB I ·JET- LEVEL OFF ICE 0. /\G I ~G TO BE ·lOT 

JUST A·~oThER P,D ISORY GROL'P HOLDING PER IOD IC LEETH! S., BUT 

TO PU LL TOGETHER ALL FEDERAL PRO, \Af1S CO 'lCE RfJI ~G THE ELDERLY ., 

TO SET SC-IEDULES FOR f~EETI ·IG SPECIFIC GOALS ., TO FIX 

RESPO ·~S I B ILITY FOR ACTI DI' ., TO ~··: o E OUT IN ~EW Di rECTI OI1lS . 

2. I HAVE PROPOSED A D INTRODUCED II! THE SEN TE THE 

HUMPHREY H0f''1E HEALTH SERVICES PLA'~ FOR ELDERLY Ni1ER ICM~S . 

T IS COf'iPREHEi·'S IVE P"OG.U\r1 \JI LL CLOSE A r~P.JOR GAP IN r1 ED ICARE 

A"~' PUT A i EW Ef'1PHf.\S IS 0 ·J PREVG TIVE I EALT I CARE I 

AS T 'E f,UTHOR OF THE 0 JGI l L flED I CARE LEGISLATI O ., 

I TA'/E GREAT PRIDE I:l ITS ACCOr~PLIS r-:Er· TS I BUT THE PROCRAr1 
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n ST BE REFORi1t.D Ai D EXPAI'.- DED IF HE ARE TO T ULY EXTEilD TO 

THE ELDE LY TI-'E RIS TS tuD REJ RDS TO H ICH THEY ARE EtTITLED . 

~~y PL iJ YJ I LL Elm T E PPESE ·n r'ED I CARE P . .Q IS I OfJ TH T 

Rt.C IPIE ·'TS rrUST BE 1-'0SP ITALIZED FO \ .~T LEAST THREE DP..YS BEFORE 

THEY ARE ELIGIBLE FOR HO£ HEALTH SEPVICES . 

\J · E A r~!AJOR RED IRECTi o·· OF OUR 11\TI 0"1 L t-E -,LTH 

CARE SYSTt.h F Of'l THE [ f.RROH em CEPT 0 . ~ED I CAL CARE I 

IiJSTITUTI Or S DUP. It ACUTE ILUJESS TO Dr'JE 0 p,, IE HI VE CP. E1 

EALTH r~A I NTEr AKE~ A 'D REHAB ILITP.TIO 1 SEP./ICES . 

HE r:UST ACT ; 0 I TO REFORfi T E hED I C/\P.E SYSTEi ~ H I C ' 

SAYS TO T 'E ELDERLY WE WILL RECOG~ IZE SOME OF YOUR NEEDS 1 

BUT roT EtOUG~ TO ASSURE YOU OF OOD ACCESS TO ALL YOU~ 

E/\L T t·'EEDS I 
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3. I HA 'E PROPOSED HJCREASES I'~ THE OLD AGE ASSISTA ~CE 

PRO HM'I TO FEDERALLY-FU~mED f~ H: Ir ~UJ·1 LE 1ELS OF $165 f-l. no· TH 

FOR A SI lG LE I ~DIV I DUAL AND $215 FO A COUP LE . THESE 

HCREASES HILL HELP TO LI FT THt 5 1/2 r1I LLI OP ELDERLY AS 

~~ELL AS THE rt:ORE Tl AI· 1 1/2 MILLi m BLI ND f-li D DISAB LED 

ABOVE THE POVE TY LHJE I 

4, I Cf\LL AGA.H. FOR A L5 PERCEI:T HCREASE IN SOC IAL 

A' D A COST OF LI I ·~G EACAL~TO \ FO , RE/\L .~"'D PE f.P1 · ENT 

I JFLATi orJ PROTECTI Oi'i , 

THE Tlf'~ FOR PIOUS PRGrHSES IS OVER . V E ·JEED CTI O~l --

A;m viE i· ED TO RECOGN IZE THE RI 5 ITS OF ELDE LY t1J~ER I CA ·~S : 
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--THE RIGI.T TO 1\J P.DEQUATE I NCOf~E . 

--THE riG T TO DECE" T HOUS ING . 

--THE R I G~ T TO QUALITY ':ED I CAL C~.RE . 

--Tl E RI -'T J ABOVE I LLJ TO HUI'~A 4 DIGiH T' I ; D SECURITY I 

H ~AT \1E 1 EED iJOH ARE FIRrl · ~ATI O;'nL POLICI S BAC 'ED DY 

BOLD A1~D COf'P EHEI 'SIVE H\T imlAL PROGnpr,~s C0.1f~ ITTED TO mT 

P RM';OU JT GO/\L: T f,T P. PERSOi~ L· HIS OLD 1-\.GE SHALL BE 

TREATED As A Hur~~- BEr~!r, . 
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