
Hllli COW.1ENTS ON LYNDON JOHNSON, JANUARY 22 , 1973 

.Mrs . Humphrey and I moan the loss of a very dear friend just as the 

nat ion moans the loss of a remarkable man . A leader 11ho struggled to bring 

dignity and hope to all of the American l?eople. Lynson Johnson's public life 

believe 
as 1ve know l'ffi S filled Hith controversy . I :tki.mc so above all because he is a 

man 1·Tho ilxmd:±x -vms active and cared and he 1·ras a man of decision . He xax \-Till be 

remembered most kindly by those 1-rho society had forgotten or ignored . He 1-.ras 

a strong man . He cared f or the >·reak and the sic.k . He 1·ras a school teacher -vrho 

dedicated his public career to the cause of education . He vras a man of compassion 

for the elderly and a concern for the young. I believe that no man gave more 

to the x:t:lD: struggle for human rights nor asked more of us in the battle against 

racism and .otix::tx discrimination than Pre sident Johnson . He 1-ras a President vrho sa1v 

America as a guardian of freedom and he acted accordingly . Ab ove all Lyndon Johnson 

believed in this country . He believed that om- country could build a society of 

Ol?portunity and justice for all . He dre N strength , understanding and purl?ose from 

his dear llife Lady Bird Johnson, and his devoted family. To them 1·1e convey our 

sympathy . With them He share a great loss. 

Quest ion : Senator Humpb..rey, you knm-1 there 11ere lots of people 1vho thought 

that President Johnson ;vas sort of corny, being from Texas there , the accent and all . 

vlhat vras your vieH on Lyndon the man? HIDI: He 1-ms a man first of all. 1-lhen. he uas 

himself , the phys ical man, the active man , the talented political man, he i•ras a 

very attractive man . Above all, I think that the a ttempt t o portray ki::Dac him as 

you have indicated >vas really self-defeating because most people knew that this man 
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had great ability. Some of the actions that he took act~ly brought him closer 

"' 
to the people . I don't really believe many people like those Who try to be overly 

sophist icated . They prefer to have their leaders understand them. (He vmsn ' t 

sophisticated . He 1vas earthy and right doun to the people wasn't he .) HHH:He was 

a virtuoso in many vra;ys . He could be sophisticated and some of his messages were 

erudite, sophisticated and truly intellectual gems , but basically he vtas a legislator. 
He \•ras a l eader . 

He 1vas an earthy man. He vras a student of American politics, and above all a student 

of people . I x think this ~~s his great success a s a legislator. He knew everythin~ 

about everybody in the Congress and he kne1v their ·prejudices, their hopes , their fears , 

and their aspirat ions, and he never permitted himself to be locked ±Ex up into a 

pocket so t o speak . He wasn 't tagged liberal or conservative . He refused to be 

southern or northern . He said I am an American and some people used to think of that 

as a bit llorney . But I remind you t ha t he had the f'riendship of a man like Hayne 

Morse and at the same time the devoted £ixEM friendship and the respect of Harry BJ~d . 

He had the abiding friendship and respect and affection of Herbert Leymann of Nev: York, 

a truly great person in the Senate . And yet , at the same time he vms the devoted friend 

and had :tkR a deep friendship with Richard Russell . He had a Hide spectrum of interest 

and f'riends and I think t hat is >·That it takes to be a President in America, b ecause 

this country is made up of many peoples vlith many cultures , many ideas , many regions 

pretty 
and I always thought that President Johnson came ~ close t o r e presenting the rugged, 

rough and 
dynamic, at times ~ unsophisticated and even at times a kind of X!!!MRl!! tough 

»pitH spirit of this country. (Hell now speaking of roughness and toughness , on 

occasions he had , I think, one of the tm-Tering rages and perhaps you vrere present at 

one time or so? ) llliH : ~ell, any man that tells you that he has perfect self-control 
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is a man that is spending so much t ime on himself t hat he doesn't have time for others. 

a man of 
Hhen he was a sentimentaJ.ist,lDIIl emotion and also a man of under standing and experience, 

I not only knoH that there v1ere times he did get angry on occasions, on occasions he 

'das a bit a.ne;ry with ne b ut the next day he ivould put hi s arms around you. I ah~ays 

f elt tha t ITI:.f relationship i·rith President Johnson "Then I viaS a Vice President vras like 

a marriage . At tit.:es it vras ~ a b it stormy but i t lasted and i'le got along well. 

• • • • . He ·as the President and there lias no mistaking that and I knevr it. And 

as Vic e President I was his loyal partner and to me that "\'las roy responsibility. Any 

differ ences t re ever had they ivere very modest • those that vrere done vrere held in 

private . I tried t o do my job as a member of the team . I Elm think he respected 

me f or tha t . Question : Senator Humphrey , how do you think he got trapped in that 

quagmire of Vietnam? HHH : Hell this is the quest i on you could have asked Harry Truman, 

Itwight Eisenhoi·rer , John Kennedy , Lyndon Johnson. I suppose all of them, all of us, 

including myself 1-rere of that generation that had the experience of 1-lorld War IT, 

and the post >•Jar period, the period of cold "IXDi 'l·rar and what 1·Tas happening in Vietnam 

seemed so much like Hhat had happendd in thcs e •• that our response to it vre.s a sort 

of Western response to a set of circ Lmstances in a differenct culture, in a difference 

part of the 'l·mrld. I have al1>rays aaid that vre made decisions about Vietnam kno"''ling 

so little about the Vietnamese, knm·ring so l ittle about their culture, about their 

politics, about their ~ r eligion, the things that move people and cause societies to 

be "\vhat they are . \·l e are essentially a Western nation oriented towards Europe and 

our experience is all there. The only knowledge vTe had of t he Far East was out of 

the struggle of World War II and that "\vas knmdedge out of "\-Tar and not out of peace 

and understanding . I guess the best '"ivay to put it is that vte were a world power, knew 

it, had 1'lorld respihnsibilities and 1rre had had vrorld responsibilities but we had 

half '.vorld J.rJ101'<'1edge. Question: After he lef't office and I knovr you saw him :t'rom 
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did 
time to time, President Johnson ERR never ex pressed regre~s about Vietnam, that 

he had not pursued a different course for instance . No , not that I knew of , but I 

Knoi'i one thin(!; about President Johnson that he sought relentlessly f or peace and 

I knov b ecause I said t o my ;vife tonigh t as •·re m~re sitti ng t here r eally shocked 

by the neus of his death th:ic I recall on the dey of Harch 31st, the morning of 

Ha rch 31st , Sunday , 1968 vmen he came to my home a mi sat there and talked to me and 

s a id t ha t he was not going to run f or re - election . And he said the reason he wouldn't 

uas hro=fold . He said if I run for re - election everything I do to search for peace 

HXFXtk ever~hing 

l!ill be i nte1·preted a s political and I vrant pea ce and I am going to do exe~ I can 

to get this 1:::tr :Jver . Secondl y , he said s omet h ing else 1vhich I don ' t think I can 

.r eveal ~:x::tt!l&:murt • • • he said you lmcnv , the men in my family do not live long 

anJ I "..;;1ink I could understn...'1d ver;;- ~ :e ll \:hat he uas talking about . But this ma:1 

vrant ~ d .?Cacs J. r.d. I t l1irL"k. t hat the heartache that he had more than anything else vras 

that ev-:1"- effor h <: made for it .seemed not to yield. results until the very end. 

as yo u m~-,_~- recall the s ummer of 1968 . He uas able to get some agreement to bring 

the North Vj_etnamese to Par is . He really believed then that >·Te were on the road to 

peace and all during tha t sLl.rr'.m.er and. fall I 'dorked very closely with him and. I know 

hm-1 he i:a s tenaciously pursuing every possibility to bring that uar to an end . I t hink 

but 
t hat \ .ra s h i s l:eartache that he could. not find the peace,~ I ':rant to say that as 

he l eaves us no~ 1 the peace 'Chat he sought is in onr grc sp and is taking place i n Paris . 

An:l it 1. .-as Lynion Johns on that bl'ouc;ht tile combatants , the viligents to Paris let tE 

not fore;-: t t' .a t . It -.:as President Lyndon J ohnson \lt~o brour;ht north Vietnam, South 

Vietrt.al.l, t ~-~e I:a tional Liberation Front to Pa,;,· is . He set the f.rame:·Tork for the pursuit 

of peace a nd peace takes tine . ( Thank you ver~r much . ) 
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(Telephone conversation .) Hello . Yes . Yes , Steve . Uell# I am sitting here at the 

desk a nC. I am pleased to v isit with you eventhough it 's not the happiest occasion. 

Yes , I s urel~-' do . Hhen He first came into t he Senat e in 191~9 . Hell I knew t hat he 

s important because he seemed to k..'!oi'l the important people in the Senate and I 

Ha s c. ne\.' comer Jg: froo. t he mid.- Hest I·Ji t h no real ac quaintanceship amlx in the 

United States Senate and the Hord had sort of spread that people like Thurmond Arnold 

a very f amous la\.;yer and jurist here in the city lrne>·T him, and that men that Clark 

clif'fo:.-d. lmeH him and Sam Raybuxn kne>v hj.m . In. other 1rords po1·rerful personalitie s 

kne1<T Lyndon Johnson and so when I met him I >•ras avJare of that . And by t he vla;y 

·we sort of h i t i t off quite i·rell in olll' very first meeting . Yes . That ' s for sure . 

Ye s . 1iell , l et r.1e j ust say that in his style of governing , number one he 1·1orked 1,oTith 

his cabinet very closely. The cabinet meet ings Here a h;ays priority and they uere 

cttended by the cab inet officer . He held everybody accountable f or their area of 

r e sponsibility and literally ran a check li s t on you like a pil ot checks out his 

p lane b~i'o:.·e he takes off . }.zy- own l'el a tionships i·d th him wer e bot h very p rivate 

on the one hand and w.y publi c dut ie s .Pr ivately x.JilN Mrs . Humph.l·~y and I often dined 

-vrith the President and Hrs. Johnson . J.1any Jl times at night he >-Tould call me very 

late and he \Wuld s ay I can't sleep Hubert . Come on over I vrant to talk to you and 

that b..appened many, many times and somet imes I 1oTould get a call at 6:30 in the morning 

and he vrould say v7hat' s the matter vrith j'ou . I thought you \vere a cowrtry boy . Hovr 

oome you are not up he said, you better get on over here . VIe are going to have 

breakfast a nd he v;as al-.;-rays in a jocular vein on things l ilce that and yet he had 

responsibilities that he expected you to assume as Vice Pres ident . You '~re to be 

second and not fi r st. He 1-1as a man that kne\v his position and -.;va.nted you to remember 

yours. Yes , I surely do . You know one thing that was alv;ays interesting to me v;as 



6 

that as President he v.ras constantly inviting into the \>Jhite House old friends of his 

• 
~om Texas, school teachers, school cht~s, some old family doctor, or a neighbor or 

a cousin. This man, despite all the public description of him vTas a very sentimental 

man and I reoember that he invited over to Washington someone that he stayed vrith 

l'l'hen 
in Australia x:.tiil he was in the Navy and these people were always giYen special 

attention. The people tl:l.at 1'rorked for him that were his, that you might say were 

his employees at home, his ranch, they would be brought up to the i'-lhite House. He 

made the White Hotille, its state functions, its social functions, I think much more 

of a democratic institutj_on than most presidents do. I guess I shouldn't say most 

because I haven't k.l1o1m most but I haye known several. He '\'laS -- and he had an 

uncanny sense of knoving people, \·That they have done, vrhat they wanted and '\'raht 

their backgroQ~d was. That was his genuis as a l egislative leader and he never 

permitted himself to get pocketed into any sort of comfortable little knich that 

you could just tag him a.:mblx, put a tag on him and say l'lell he 1-1as southern or 

he "Vtas liberal or he was conservative or he was this or that. For example, he 

refused to sign the southern manifesto vThich many people novr have forgotten but 

I thought that uas rather significant. That ,.,as llhen southern states ·Here rebelling 

agains~ the decision of the Supreme Court and yet as one of his closest and most 

intimate friends \'las the very famous and beloved Senator Richard Russell of Georgia. 

Yet at the same token a man like Wayne Morse 1'JaS his friend. I can remember in the 

presidency \·then Wayne Morse 1-:ould denounce President Johnson the floor of the Senate 

and on t '-te same day the President Hould invite him over to the vlhite House and say 

Wayne you are the only man that can put through that education bill over there and 

dear fixlm friend I 1vant you to get it done, and \vayne and the President w·ould walk 

arm Ill: in arm as if they had never had one word of mis understanding and this vrould 

be after 'v~vne Morse had txk&ie literally almost demanded impeachment only to find 

' . 
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out that vrithin the hour the President called him l&I!DCEJiDC .on over and said well now 

ie disagree on the ;mr 'Vlayne but we both agree on higher education or elementary 

education a nd you are my leader. You just had to know this man. He wasn't just --

you couldn't put him in any mold. Well, I :ldd:i:.x think you have to understand that 

most ~ men of sentiment a nd emotion and passion, he had all of that. He had a temper, 

but he vmsn' t a hater. It liirildotx just didn't hang on. I mean he might blmv off so 

to speak on the subject or on a person and very s hortly thereafter have that same 

irrlividual in talking vri t h him working out misunderstandings and treating him vrith 

the greatest hospitality. Yes. Not , no stro~ arm but let me tell you that he 

had a vray of ~ i·ralking up to you and >ve al1mys use t o k say that you had to have 

good strong lapel s because he would get ahold of those lapels and he vTOuld get right 

up to you and i..risper in your ear loud ~nough to be heard in the next county as to 

1vhat he had in mind, but he had a n almost computer i zed membry and he could go from 

one Senator t o anothe r and talk to them anu never get confused and then put it 

all back together -vlhen he went back to his office. Yes . Hell I knmr that no man 

sought mor e diligently and perserveringly to get people to come to the peace table 

than Lyndon Johnson . I think tond.ght vre ought to remember that if a truce is signed 

a nd cea se fire is achieved in Paris and I pray it will be a nd think it ivill be that 

it >·Tas Lyndon Johnson that brought to Paris in the st.nnmEr of 1968 North Vietnam, 

South Vi etnam and the Viet Cong ap..d t hat v1as no small achievement at t he time. lrnd 

I am confident and in fact I k.nmv that one of the reasons he d id not :mx run for 

re-election vras that he >vanted to dedicate those last months of his administration 

totally ·without any necessity of taking care of poli t i cs to the cause of trying 

to obtain peace . And he told me that on the day that he came to my apartment and 

told me that he wasn't going to run for re-elect ion. I don't knmv. I honestly 

\~ . 
couldn' t tell you that". I believe that he did what he thought was right and I must say 
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that even now it 1 s rather difficult for contempor ary to p~ss final judgment. I am 

always reminded of how people judged Mr. Truman in 1952, 53 and 54. He was not very 

popular. There "'Teren't many nice editorials written about him but by 1972 ivhen he 

tassed a11ay, Harry Truman was the nation 1 s hero. I have the feeling that history will 

judge Lyndon Johnson >-Tell .if for no other reason but for the fact that he did such 

amazing thL'Ilgs in the field of human rights, leading t he battle for civil rights, 

leading the struggle for aid to educat ion, getting medicare for the elderly and Doing 

many things vlhich i-Till live long a.fter a:f:bct his contemporary critics have faded into 

dust. In New Orleans about a little over two or three vreeks ago at the memorial 

services for Hale Boggs. Hale was a very dear f'riend. of Lyndon Johnson as he was 

of mine a nd Hrs . Humphrey's and we stood alongside of each other at the service. 

He did not . Both Muriel and I vrere very concerned . He looked very weary and very 

tired and much more so than he had '/!hen vre savr him in Austin in early December. We 

were in Austin, Texas , with !~s. Johnson and the President at the civil right s 

sympos ium and he looked VJl.::C¥. m uch better than . Hell I thank you. Both Mrs. Humphrey 

and I are sad tonight because this man Has very close to us and his dear vTife , Lady 

Bird, i s one of our dearest friends and. ve , you and other Minnesotans share in their 

grief . Th~Dk you. 

Hello. Yeh . I have got a brief statement . Will that be alright? Yes. 

Mrs. Humphrey and I moan very much the los s of a dear friend just as the nation 

moans the~ loss of a most remarkable man and leader who 'iTe believe struggled to 

bring dignity and hope to all of t he American people. And we all know that Lyndon 

Johnson' s public life vms filled with contr oversy. I think it was so because he was 

a man of action, a man 1-rho cared, a man of decision. He 11ill be remembered most 

lind.ly not by the high and mighty but by those who society has forgotten or ignored. 

He i·:ra.s a strong man who care tor the weak and the sick. As we rax ree~ he was 
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once a school teacher and he dedicated 

his public l ife to the ca use of edt:e a t ion. He i s a man of compassion of the llderly 

a nd concer n f or t he young a nd no man gave more to the struggle for human rights 

or a sked more of us i n the battle of r acism and discrimination . He -vras a President 

1·.ho s av.' Amer i ca a s the guardi an of fre edom and he a cted accord ingly. Above all, 

Lyndon Johnson believed t hat our country could build a societ y of opportunity and 

just ice . He dre1v purpose and under standing from his dear :tlcxri: vTife Lady Bird 

and h is devoted and t o them 1ve convey ow.· sympathy and vTith them 1-1e share a great 

loss. Tha nk you so much . 

Good . H01-1 a r e you. Yessir I am fine. ·Hell my good f r iend , t hat's to put 

i t very mDti:x mil dly . Both .Mrs. Humphrey and I vrere ver y , ver y much shocked and 

deeply tr0ub l ed by the bulletin tonigh t . We have a b r ief s t a t ement here,would 

:you ca re f or tha t ? Hell, l et me give you t he statement here and you take do-vm 

.... n at yo u 1'18nt and if you have a rry questions , you a.sk me . Have you got a t ape t her e 

or you . . • \7e ·will start r i ght out nm-1 . I t h ink t hat ' s e noush 

what you h~:ve t he n ; . Hell I \'las a t tendifl.g a r ec ep t ion for Congres sman 'VJright 

Pat mar. , one of t he senior members of t he house vrho -vras a d evoted friend of Lyndon 

J ohnson uhen t he ne1vs b ul let in came :kxk t hrough . No I did not k.l1o\T that he vra s . 

~'/ell I don ' t bel i eved a nybody phoned us here today a t 3 o ' c l ock to tell us that he 

',;a s ill . Xx No I . l. a s a mat t er of :am f a c t I ca lled the ranch and I don ' t think 

t het he 1·ro. s i n a ny s e r ious t r ouble until almo s t at Jche ·ci me of h i s death . No I 

~idn ' t tal :;: t o h im bu: a fter his death I t a l lced t o one of t he Secret Service offi c ers . 

I don ' t kno·,· . l-1y Minnea polis office , huh , said tha t s omebody had cc.lled them at 

3 p.m. Bill Ba grar:d . He doesn ' t lmov) uha t he ' s t alldng about . well, l et me put i t 

thi s 11ay . Hi thi n this l ast month ue have lost bra ex - president s, Harry Truman and 
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Lyndon Johnson. I would remind my fel.lovr Americans that five years after Harry 

"' 
TrU!P..an 1-ms out of office, he ·Has not a popular man, but as time went on, the nation saw his 

greatne ss , and \<Jhen he passed awa:l even his most s evere critics '"ere kD heralding him, 

praising him.. I have a feeling that coEtcmporaries a r e never good judges of men "'tTf>..o 

occupy a h2_gl1 office . It t a ke s t he cleansing of time , t he purification of time to 

arrive at aJ~ ob jective judgment and I am quite confident that histor y will treat 

Lyndon Jo~;,.son very well . I don ' t b elieve 1fe have been i n !5rn1!lrlx contact with 

UPI here have vre? (Betty . No we haven' t ) I 1·Ji]~ be here for another honr . That 's 

a good idea. ~!hy <lon ' t you do that . 

':::'elepho?.:e conversation •'lit:.t Al Ei sel e . You have gotten t hat haven 't you . 

Yeh . I ua~; over at t~e House of Representatives -- vlright Patman ' s -- yes , not 

the Ra~rbu:::-n build ing , Hha t \7as that building - the Long\forch Building . They vrere 

having a :ceception honoring Congressman Hright Patma n . He ' s chairman of our 

Joint :SconorrJ.c Cotunittee so I 1-1ent over just to pa~,r a brief stop . I got over there 

about ~ 6:eo. One of t he aides there cane and told. me - I \·ms standing talking 

to Conere ssnan Foley , Tom Foley, and to Adaw~ , Br ock Adams , and a couple of Congressmen 

one fr -:>m South Carolinaxmi and one from Georgia, I ha·.re forgot ten their names, and 

some man came up to me and vlispered. and said that there is a bulletin that President 

Johnson i s dying . And Congres sman l·lhite of' Texas from the El Paso area within a ha.l.f 

a minute and said did you hear that iXxi President Johnson had died . I said I just 

heard i t and he said >vould you like to come into nry of'fice or what do you trant to do . 

I said I think I had j u.st mmx better go home and see if I can get in t ouch >ri th the 

f'ami.l.y and I 1.-rent home and I called ~ to t he family . Lucy 1vas not there 

and Linda \,ras going to fly dmm and I did not bother Mr s . Johnson. I just left a 

message . She ,.;as a very upset uoman at the time , but !-irs . Humphrey and I left 

a message of condolence and lDEIIX sympathy and lfJIYDDC then I \'laS successively on the phone. 
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\veil, I ~ guess in li€1J.t of all that had been happenins I s a id this is just too m_uch • 

• 
I ~s actually just overwhelmed because within these days we had gone to the memorial 

service for Hale Boggs and the death of Harry Tr~1an a nd just this past weekend, one 

of my dearest f riends and strongest supporter , Gene Hyman out in Los Angeles, >·rho "1-TaS 

a tremendous help to me and to the Democratic D1Q:x party and Nick Becl<'..idge i.ffio was 

a very close friend of mine and it just seemed as if it 1ms one thing after another, 

along l·iith Mtl:k Milt XlJqslmx Caplan. \-Tell he was vri th the UPI and Hearst papers and 

and his 
used to be out in the ltinneapolis papers. Hell Milton 'x 1-rife Doris wer e very good 

friends and he had just dropped off just like that . I just - it just seemed like 

it just couldn ' t be true b ut yet I kim had knovm that President Johnson was not 

feeling uell . I sa1-1 him in NeH Orleans at the memor i a l service there I believe the 

lOth of January for Hale Boggs. Lady Bird and the President were there and Mur i el 

and I had a visit lvith t hem. He looked very tired , very tired, much more so than 

he had >men tre sav1 him i n December a t Austin and 1m he vms most f r iendly a nd 

a ffectionate . You kno\•T the President had moods and I just said to someone I remember 

so lCi:xi: vividly 1-mlking i nto the service and he sat r i ght in front of us in t he cathedral 

and as He were ualking on in, he put his arm around me and gave me one of those special 

extra hugs as he ;,rould when he 1vas feeling sentimental and affectionate . He put one 

arm around Huriel and one around me and 1<1e visited particularly at that time about 

Hale. You ktlOi<T that Hale Boggs had been very close to them, very friendly with 

President Joru1son and we just v i sited . I r emember he said it ' s a shame to lose a 

1m n l ike Hal e and 1·1e sai d ~ goodbye to him that afternoon because He were 

outside in front of the cathedral 1men the military, the navy was giving the final 

salut e t o Congressman Boggs . And since then - well during Christmas "Ire received 

a very lovel y present from them and we had had a. letter from both the Pre sident 

and Mrs. Johson, just a. :fm friendly little Christmas note. I think the one t hing 
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tha t i-rould be ma;ybe closest 1-ra.s 1men he called me to the Hhit e House f'rom Atlantic 

City av..d we sat there i n t he side office, his office there, and he discus sed the 

Vice Presidency and said that he - he asked me ,,Th.ether I 'I'Tanted t o be Vice President. 

lX> you knmv -~·;hat it means , and ive talked about it and he said I am going to ask the 

convention to nominate you . Obviousl y I thought that was the most prec ious moment 

at l east up to that time that 'I'Te had had, and there 1·1ere many other times tha t 1-rere 

very meaningful t o me . I can remember ivhen we had returned from one of our visits 

overseas that he g ave us a marveJ.ous reception at the Hhite House with full honors. The 

first d inner that he gave to Mrs. Humphrey and myself inviting a.JJ. of our children 

to the lilhite House "Then I 1vas Vice Pre sident. In the Senate we had many times 

t ogether because I 1·ras one of his lieutenants in t hose days . He recommended me as 

you may recall for :kx Ma j ority Hhip. So there were many very f'rienlly and significant 

relationships between us a nd to be close to President Johneon \vas not to live on 

sea 
a tranquil XXKEX. Sometime you were xtxmx storm t ossed but generally you got safely 

into port . Thank you. 

••...•.•••.• Senator did you hear a bulletin that has just come through that 

President Johnson has died? I said, are you sure ? Well, he said, I don't know. I 

just heard it. I said, let's see. So I said to John White , to Congressman White. 

I said, did you hear 1 He said, yeh, I just heard it, but maybe we ought to walk into 

tlle office and double check it. So we did . He said do you want to stay here because 

you will be §etting a lot of telephone calls. I sai d no, I'd better -- no firs t I 

::xE:iDa!l when 
~id I had better go home because Muriel x±iix hear s this she is going to be really 

upset, b ecause she had been out to Gene wyman's funeral and had just gotten back. 

I went home and when I ivalked in the door Muriel was in tears. She said it's just 

more than I can take Daddy. It seems like it has just been one friend after another 



rle went down to ~ Hale Boggs', out to Gene Wytnan' s and out to President 

Truman's and then there was Nick Beckidge and his wife . Nick vras a very close personal. 

fri end . Then Milt Clapm.an; you. knew Milt . Milt and Doris were close friends of mine. 

{He died too?) HHH: Io. Just dropped dead! I didn't know that. 47 or 50 years 

or something. Just boom! Just like that. Yeh. Just last w·eek. And who was it? 

Somebody that was one of our friends. ~ It finally gets ahold of you and I know 

that President Johnson was not· well and I saw as I think I've indicated. Did I indicate 

to you? I have talked to so many people. No . The last time I savr the President was 

at t he Nevl Orleans services at the cathedral for Boggs. I did see the President on 

the television football game somewhere along the line back here. But when we saw him 

there he looked very tired, much more so than when iV'e had seen him in December at Austin. 

\~ile he looked a little tired in Austin. Was that for that civil rights symposium? 

Yes. He seemed to get better a.s the day went on. As I have said there is nothing 

like praise to make you feel better and he was being praised and rightly so by a large 

number of leaders in the civil rights field. But on that day, Frank, when we were 

in New Orleans , Johnson sat right in front of us at the church. In :tDx:.fa: fact, the 

and her husband, 
fir st row v:a s President and Mrs. Johnson and Lucy/and Linda and her husband. Then 

there 
right behind them - and \.Yith the governor , sitting :tmd:x w·ith Governor Edwards 

and Senator Long -- a nd right behind them was myself and some of the members of the 

House, Chip O'Neil and others, Carl Albert. We sat right behind President Johnson. 

On the way coming in when iV'e arrived just before the services - there was a kind of 

reception room and I don't know vThether this will mean much to you but President 

Johnson if you knew him, you knew that he was a sentimental fellow. Sanetimes he 

1..ras like a warm, friendly , big bear. You know. I mean just a warm friendly man. 

f • 
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He '1-ras a very sentimental man and on this day when Muriel and I came in he walked in 

• 
beb<~een us and he put kixxx his big arms around us , right around our waist and he said 

J~u know it's good to see both of you . He looked at Muriel and he said I am so glad 

t o s ee you . He sa id ~men are you going to come down to the ranch , vmen are you going 

come do~~ to the ranch 
to ~ see us . And Lady Bird uas there . I know the President because I have 

been with him so much and I have seen him at times vrhen he would be preoccupied with 

something when he hardly even r ecognize you. Well he •·rould X£g recognize you b ut it 

wa s perfunctory . And then the very next day it might very well b e that he is just 

full of you , just 1vanting to be so fri endly . And the last t>-ro or three times that 

we had seen him he seemed like each t i me i t >vas the most precious time because --

adieu 
almost ki nd of an Xltwl- you knovr. (Yeh . Like he knei-r the time •• ) Yeh , and Lady 

Bird had told me that he had not b een i-Tell, that it had been more difficult for him. 

He had thes e pains, angina , and that in the afternoon he would suffer a good deal of' 

pain. But, vrhe n he told me on March 31, 1968 , tha t he .vas not going to run, there 

were h 1o reasons K he a ssigned to this . He came over to my a par tment . I i·Tas to go t o 

New Mexico City; I was being sent there to sign the f reaty for keeping Ike Latin 

Amer ica a nuclear free zone. It had b een something I had worked on as a Senat or 

and advocated , so he i·Jas kind enough to say now Hubert you go dmm and take that over 

and do - go through all t he formal ities . You sign for the government of the United 

States . Take care of that . ' fell that had been arranged t o be done on the fi r st 

- April l . So on the 31st we were to l eave to fly to Mexico City that afternoon . 

In the morning v1e \·:ere already to go . \ve were supposed t o go to the airport at 

:xA:mi:xexrl Anclre~<lS Field. VJe v1ere supposed to be there by i: one o'clock and at J2 o'clock, 

in comes the President about J2:lO, just as ue were l eaving . And he had been to church 

and he carne and i<~rapped on the door vTi thout arry for euarning or arrything else , just came 

on up and he said well, you knovT how he talkes . 'What are you going to do, where are 
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you go i!'...g . You running out of tov.m? I said you maybe have f orgotten Mr . President , 

... 
but you gave me a little as s ie;nment . Oh , you said , you and Lady Bird , you ahmys like 

to travel . You ' ll find any excuse to get out of town . vfuenever I want La dy Bi rd , I 

l ook around , he sa id , you never can find her . He said, she 1·rill b e either out with 

La>Jrence Roc .\:efeller or Hubert Humphrey . He said all yo u haYe to do is find Lawrence 

Rockefeller or· Hube rt Humphrey and you ':l ill find Lady Bi rd . You knOiv how he just talked 

like thGt . :tie just go on and on, t easin..g her , and I said well, YO'~ are not letting 

Lady Bird go 1·1 ith us , ~-re are going to Iviexico City . Yes , he said , but don 't mention 

it, she 'll go aJ.ong . Then he said to me could I t a lk to you alone . I said, of course 

1·1r . Pre sident . So >7e 1·1ent - the ladies exc us ed themselves and vrent on into a x room 

'l'lith a fi:e9lace . He sat out there - tonight Mur i el and I vrere sitting at the same 

place . \-ie 1-.rer r:: j ust thinking about this - - you have been up to our home I think . 

One ba l cony t here in t he center ifher e there are a couple of sofas one on eac h side , 

and he said to me - I "Jant to tell you v:hat I have i n mind . He said I am not going 

t o run for re - elect ion . I s id , oh, nmv Mr . President , don't t alk like that . You knoi-T 

t hat you are going t o r un and you mve it t o me and t o the country , and you owe it to 

t he party . You have just got to run . He sia s said , no I am not going to r un . He 

vent all thro ugh this . He sa id , you knoH I aJ.Jnost didn ' t r un in 1964 . He said 

actual ly I really shouldn ' t have run i n 1964. Lady Bird d i dn ' t want me to r un and 

our conm1unicat ion s got mixed up . I got Lady Bird ' s note may not run. He said , I 

am not going t o run and I am goirlb to tell you v!hy . He sai d , I got a chance maybe 

to end this \va.r if I don' t ruil , but 1.ffiatever I do fr om here on out up Ulddkx unt i l 

election t i me \vill b e i i nterpreted political. No matter '1-That moves I make , it vrill 

be interpre t ed as if it is a political manuver on my part f or my re - election . He 

sa id , Hubert , I \-~ant t o get t hi s war over . I Hant to get peace so much I can 

can 
hardly bear t o think about it . He said that if I do not r un , I put my f ull time 
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' on a non-,artisan basis int o getting this war ~ov~r ; and nobody, can 
' ,, . ' 

He said they can't say Johnson i.s trying to nelh: wheel and deal and Joqnson is doi~ ··.,. ·• 
... , ~;~-~ ~ ·. ~~-~' 

this and that just to get re-elected. lie said I think I can may be get th'e 

1 

conference started and I think I have got a chance, but I can only do it if I don't 

run and he said I vrant peace . He said I am going to get it a nd the seeond thing 

is if I were to run it's a terrible physical strain. He said you kno"~>T I have had 

my problems . He said the other thing is the men in my family don't live long and 

he started to cite the different men in his family that had died in their early 

6o 1 s, and he said that I just think the strain o.f the campaign and if I were elected 

the str ain of the office would be too much. He said it vrouldn't be fair to the people 

and he said nm<~ I \·<ant you to keep your mouth shout about this because he said I have 

got to really finalize%x what I am telling you between now and 8:30 tonight. I don't 

·.-ant you t o tell a living one . It 1 s 99 cha nces out of a 100 that :f v1hat I have told 

you is Hhat I am going to do and he said, I 'll let you know in Mexico City. And I 

am goiP.g t o sho1v you my speech so he gave me his speech . .He said I have got two 

endings t o it . One ending didn't say anything about t he elections at all, just simply 

said what im course he ""as going to pursue on the peace conference and the other one 

was the ending that I hereby announce and I 1 ll call you or have Marvin 

call you and he said if it's number 2, he vTill simply say tha t I am going to gi ve the 

second speech and that will mean that I am~ not going to run because I don't want 

you to be down there and have this announcement come lvithout you knowing about it. 

And so on the way going out of the door when he left , he picked Muriel up literally 

and put his arms around her and gave her a big kiss. And vrhen we went to the airport --

he alvrays liked Mur iel very much . She l iked him. They were real good friends. On 

the v.ray to the airport, Muriel asked me, what's wrong with the President? What did 

he talk to you about, what was he talking about/? She said you know you were in there 
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talking so l ong . You know 1-re are terribly late. I said you knmr you don't tell 

• 
the President you knovl I am in a hurry, I have got to g catch an airplane. After all, 

I am going because he sent me. She said, \veil what did he say? I said, honey 1m I 

never talk about tb.at . I said you k.novr v.Je have ground rules here. W You knmr you 

even 
don't genel'ally ask me que stions like that. If there is anything I vrant to tell you 

I'll tell you. She said, is there something wrong >vith him? •.• has something special 

come up? M1Qc I said , 1.ffiy? From the 1vay he put his arms around me ••• you lmow I 

knovr him pretty well, he's got something on his mind that's different than ordinary. 

Just that 1-Toman' s intuition, just like that. I said, oh yes. The trouble with you 

"1-Tomen is that you t h ink that anytime the President gives you a hug, he's in love with 

you . You kno>., you are just vain. So vlhen vre got dmm there and I got that telephone 

call about 20 minutes after eight, he had gone on radio and TV at 8:30, I then told 

the ambassador tha t I 1vanted him to call in to the President of Mexico. By the >vay 

the Pr e sident of Mexico had never been to the American embassy nor had any President 

of Mexico ever been to the American embassy since the revolution in 1910. The first 

• • • ~vas the first President that ever came because the American 

embassy is Amer ican soil in l..fexico and in their nationalism they just ~ver went to 

t he American embassy. But he happened to ccxne that night to that dinner so he and 

his '\-rife, the President of Mexico and his Hife , Muriel and myself, Ambassador Freeman 

and his >-rife and abo!.lt two or three others '\vere in there and I announced. I said 

listen I am sorry to interrupt our proceedings Mr. Ambassador and I am not at. liberty 

we 
io tell you "1-Thy except that it is important that ~ be in your study and that you 

tune in the radio to the President because he is going to make a very important 

announcement and I have got to insist that whatever your plans are for the dinner -

because he called first for us to be seated . I said VIe cannot do it and he said 

well that's a rather unusual req1,1est but you are the Vice President, I guess • Then 
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he Hi s per ed and said >rhat about the President of Nell Mexico . He said that ' s most unusual. 

• 
I s a id he 'll 1.mderstand. x~ Believe me, just follmr me . So he sat and listened . 

~ And 1-luriel broke dmm and said •·rell x why did ' t you tell me . Tha t vras in 

the paper you kno11 . )fuen she It came out she "\'ras so upset . But that '1vas the background 

to that particula r episode . • • He called me ;the Pres i dent of the United States, 1964, 

February . And he said, vrell Hubert , I have had a talk with Mike Mansfield . I told 

Mike that I vrant you to b e the floor leader of' the tnt civil rights bill. This has 

been your life in the Senate and I vrant you to handle it . I said I also told him that 

you won' t I·Tin. He said it •·ron 1 t be because you don 1 t Hant t o win, but you l iberals 

vTill never stick together long enough t o Hx: ever bit Dick Russell . He said you vrill 

all be off running off making s ome speeches. Dick Russell knmvs the rules . Your people 

don ' t a nd t hey vron't abide by them if t hey do . But he said it's going to be your test 

md I am gues going to lay it on t he line t o you . He said this -vrill be your r eal test 

as a l egislative l eader , but I am going to predict right novr you won ' t make it . He knevr 

me . He k...""te-,r - he 1·ras gouging me into action • He said I know you will give it 

everyt hing but ~ he said you' ll never b e able to hold tha t gang together . They ' ll 

all be off chas i ng u)!Bo' .. r mi:±s r abbits 1-rhen they ar e supposed to be there . So 'tThen 

we settled i n and I organized that Senate for that civi l rights fight like nobody 

has ever organi zed it . He had daily bulletins . He had captains . We had people 

that 'dere r esponsible for forums . He divided up the Senate into groups and ••e only 

once f ailed t o get a forum and 1-;re beat them on their o-vm game . (Hi th Everet t Dirksen 1 s 

help • ) Hell yeh , but it took a m:txl8tfx little time to get Ev Dirksen around . And 

t he next time as I said, the most impre s sive time I·Tas '<lhen - most exciting time 

also the mos t frustrating time vias during the summer and spr ing of 1964 when he 

vre.s playing that game of who would b e Vice President . But I think that of all the 

liberals in Congress that I always had the best relationship with him. We got 
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aJ.ong vlell and vJe hit it off - you knmr about as good as you could "\-tith Johnson. 

" 
Thank s , you bet 
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