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It is a privilege to participate in this important event. 
The lovely floral displays, the entertaining program, the 
thoroughly enjoyable company are good in themselves. 

Now , I want to address briefly the very serious underlying 
purpose of our gathering. 

From this convivial group, the Minnesota Cancer 
Society recruits its soldiers in a war that can only 
be won if public and private sector resources are fully 
mobilized. This war is a very grim and serious 
confrontation with cancer, America's biggest killer, the 
enemy and the haunting fear of every household. 

No family is immune to this disease, which strikes 
one in four Americans and kills two out of three of 
those it strikes. Even if your family is spared, you 
probably \vill have to number your friends among cancer's 
victims. 

'All of us have some direct or indirect experience 
with the physical and emotional ravages of this illness. 
The economic costs are almost incalculable, in productive 
lives cut short, and in the high cost of prolonged care. 

As you know, my family and I have personally faced 
the heartbreak and suffering caused by this dread disease. 
I have fought a major round with cancer, and with the 
help of God, medical knowledge, and the loving support 
of others, I am on the road to victory. 

This personal experience has steeled my determination 
to make the conquest of cancer a major national priority. 

I met with many of you to launch the American Cancer 
crusade in 1970. That was a moving and an inspiring event. 
Afterwards, thousands of volunteers visited homes throughout 
this state. I understand that, last year, 65,000 volunteers 
collected 1.5 million dollars. 

But they did not just ask for donations. They served 
as a great educational force by alerting many , many people 
to the danger signals of cancer and to the need for early 
detection and treatment. 

These volunteers achieved a rousing success. Every 
year they have repeated and topped that success. The money 
they raise sustains the American Cancer Society 's forward 
march . It supports research, education and services. The 
biggest share of the funds raised goes to research, because 
that is the key to any real breakthrough. 

But volunteers do much more than raise money. They 
actually save lives. Many of you may have inspired the 
persons with whom you talked to take the time and trouble 
to check their health. Some of them undoubtedly found 
that they did have cancer. And some of them were enabled, 
by early detection, to win their battle and live out their 
lives. 

That knowledge must be very gratifying. It is much 
more satisfying than any praise that I might offer to the 
tradition of volunteer work and civic responsibility that 
brings you here. 
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Now I want to talk about developments in public policy 
since I last joined you in a kick-off drive . In 19 71, the 
National Cancer Act was passed as a commitment by the U. S. 
Government to create a deliberate blueprint - the National 
Cancer Program - to guide an aggressive, high-priority 
campaign against cancer. 

This was a legislative milestone . The funds which have 
been made available to the National Cancer Institute to 
spearhead this effort, although not as much as ori ginal ly 
envisioned by Congress, have risen from $180 million in 1970 
to $816 million in 1977. I am working hard to see that 
the level of increase in 1978 will at least sustain the 
momentum which has been achieved. 

There is solid progress to report from our investment. 

This country has basic biomedical and clinically-oriented 
cancer research programs unparalleled both in their extent 
and their quality. Minnesota 's great centers of research, 
the Mayo Clinic and the Universi ty of Minneso ta, rank with 
the best in the field. 

The work of the National Cancer Program already is saving 
lives, and is laying the groundwork for the ultimate control 
and elimination of cancer. Upon basic research depend all 
our technologies for prevention , diagnosis and treatment, 
such as combined therapy, that have lowered the recurrence 
rate of the major forms of cancer. 

There is no question that the cancer patient has a 
better chance today in the hands of good doctors than ever 
before. Even with the existing tools, we can improve 
significantly the survival of pa tients. 

In his annual report, Benno C. Schmidt, Chairman of the 
President 's Cancer Panel, said that we know with absolute 
certainty that cancer is a soluble problem. 

Because there are so many distinct types of cancer, 
many solutions are required. Progress is painfully slow, 
and no early or universal breakthrough can be anticipated. 

It now is recognized that as much as 80 percent of all 
cancer is environmental in origin. Clearly, we mus t increase 
our research into environmental carcinogens, as well as to 
explore the links between nutrition, health and illness. 

Knowin g that the war can be fought and won, would it 
not be a crime if we lacked the tenacity, patience and 
commitment to make the necessary effort? Nobody whose family 
has suffered from cancer, or who personally has felt its 
scourge, will ever consider the goal not worth the effort. 

Congress must provide funds to support a vigorous and 
intensive national fight against cancer. But governmental 
support and funding are only one flank of the offensive. 
Success will depend on the commitment of the American public. 
The American Cancer Society represents one of the finest 
examples of our nation's unique and fortunate tradition 
of mobilizing volunteer work for common social objectives. 

We rely on your remarkable contributions and dedication 
even as we applaud them. You are invaluable. 

So , do not tire, do not weaken, do not become discouraged. 
The work you do for the Cancer Society will benefit humanity, 
your community and, ultimately, it will benefit you and 
those you love. 
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Thank you very much, Harvey. I was over to visit one of 

the tables. Dave Rowe said to me, has he given you your present 

yet. And I didn't know what he meant. But David Rowe as the 

President of the AFL-CIO always makes sure I'm reminded of my 

duties. 

I want to tell you in light of some of the things I've 

been through in politics, I should have been wearing a hard 

hat years before. It's a little late, but I'm very grateful to 

you. 

Let me very quickly just pay our respects on behalf of 

Muriel and myself to each and one of you here tonight that have 

made this wonderful evening possible. I've been involved in 

enough occasions similar to this to know that a tremendous 

amount of work goes in to it. And I also know, gentlemen, 

that when you want something done and done well, you get out 

of the way and let the women handle it. And that is true! 

And I want to thank the ladies, the women that have made this 

event such a spectacular affair. The floral display was simply 

beautiful. The fashion show was a little more than I was able 

myself to fully understand (laughter) -- I asked somebody about 

it and they said well, it's the peasant motiff. And then I 

asked Harvey as they were going by, these very lovely models, 

and they were do very attractive and all, and I said Harvey, 
one of 

what do you think/those dresses cost? And he told me, I said 

no wonder they call it "peasants" -- by the time you buy one 

you'll be a peasant! 

Now I don't want Carl Erickson to take this as any personal 

comment at all. You can see that Carl is prosperous. Look at 

that fine tan that he has there, and we're very singularly 

grateful to you and to Daton's for making these facilities 

available for this beautiful occasion. So to both Mr. and Mrs. 

Carl Erickson, our very sincere thanks to you, Carl. And to 

the doctors that are here and their ladies, Dr. Joseph Sella (?) 

and to Dr. Everitt Smitz (?) we thank you and others that are 

here. And Fred Dresser. lvell, Fred has been writing to me 
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and last year, you were the head man, too, Fred. And when you 

get a good man, you never let him go. And when he asked me if 

I would participate and whether r1uriel and I would share this 

evening, we were very pleased to do so. 

And to Harvey and Mrs. l~Kay, this very special thanks. 

Harvey, I knew you'd get in a plug for the stadium. He isn't a one-

track mind fellow but he does spend a lot of time on that stadium. 

By the way, I didn't know about this naming. Somebody mentioned 

that to me but I didn't believe it. There is a very good reason 

to build that stadium. (Laughter and applause) . 

We were out to the International Airport Charter Service this 

afternoon and they dedicated that because they knew I'd been flying 

around a~eat deal. I told them that we had several things now 

named after me, first of all we have some children -- that helps 

and then they named an old folks horne of senior citizens in Wadena 

after me. They named a mile and a half of road out in Colorado 

after me. I don't know why, but they sent us a sign and we have 
. 

it posted out in Waverly. And when I was Vice President and Chairman 

of the Space Council, I went down to Cape Kennedy and found out that 

while we were able to pout a man on the moon, ~rere able to circum-

nagivate the surface of the globe, we weren't able to get people 

across from the mainland to the island on which we had the 

launching for our space satellites. They had one two-lane bridge 

to take 20,000 people back and forth per day. And I put my 

brilliant mind on it and I figured out that if they had two 

bridges it would help! And they spent a lot of time getting 

that done and so they call them the Hubert Humphrey bridges. 

You you so I have made great progress in my public life! (Laughter) 

But the climax of it all would be, and I hope that it will 

really come about, is to have that stadium out there, because 

I'm a great Vikings fan and I wouldn't want them to go to any 

place where it's warmer than Minnesota. (Applause) 

Well it is a special privilege to share in this evening. 

And I know you're going to have a good time and I'm not going 

to keep you too long, because I know you like to dance and have 

a great and delicious dinner. There's good socialability here, 

you're seeing some old friends, as I am. It's been a wonderful 

evening for me. And I like to dance, and I want you to get at it. 
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But I want to talk to you about a little serious business 

for a moment, because what we're here for is a very important 

cause, the work of the American Cancer Society, and the efforts 

of the ~linnesota Chapter. The work of 65,000 or more volunteers 

in this state and I believe it's worthy of us to take just a little 

time to think what it's all about. 

The real truth is that no family in this nation is immune 

to this disease. It is the terrible disease, it is the killer 

disease, it strikes one iri four Americans and kills two out of 

every three that it strikes. And I think we have good reason, 

therefore, to want to be involved. Even if your own family is 

spared, ~d pray God it may be, you probably will have a number of 

your friends who are among cancer victims, or families of your 

friends. All of us have some direct or indirect experience with 

the physical and the emotional ravages of this illness. And one 

is almost as bad as the other, 

The economic costs are incalculable. Productive lives are 

cut short. And then there's that high cost of prolonged care 

that can be a personal or a family catastrophe. As most of you 

know here, we've had our difficulties and our troubles in our 

own family and therefore have a special, special interest. I 

find that most of the things in which you have a deep interest 

come as a result of some personal experience. And most of you, 

if you'll think back over the things in which youTe really interested, 

in which you give so much of yourself, is because someone, some

thing happened to you, or your family, or one of your friends, 

or somebody that's close to you. And then all at once what 

seemed to be just a topic becomes something of the heart and of 

the mind. 

We've had our problems in the family. Our son, thank God, 

has not had a recurrence of it some 13 years ago. I've written 

about that when our son, Robert, was taken down with it. Dr. 

Kennedy is here tonight and he was so helpful to us. I want him 

to know how much we appreciate it. 

My brother, Ralph, was stricken with cancer . In the instance 

of our son, I think he survived it because of early detection. 

In the instance of my brother, I think we lost him because there 

wasn't early detection. In my own case, I've had the best of 
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medical care. And for several years when there was some concern 

about the possibility, I had regular physical check-ups. But 

even that was not enough. 

So we've had some personal experience with it. And I can 

tell you that I know what it means to get in the ring and fight 

the battle. . what it means physically, what it means emotionally. 

And I can also tell you that you really get a new look on life, 

you get a different perspective. You begin to understand the 

genuine meaning of life. You have a deep appreciation of your 

spiritual faith. It becomes new. It becomes something that is 

very precious to you. You have a great and different apprec~ation 

of the doctors and the scientists, the technicians that make it 

possible for you to live -- or for you to at least have a 

fighting chance to live. And you have a very deep appreciation 

of your friends. 

We were talking up here this evening. We were literally 

inundated with letters the time that I was in the hospital. 

and flowers which we were able to share with others. But I have 

to be frank with you, I found my experience in the hospital, while 

it was, you know, I didn't like it, obviously, but quite frankly, 

I didn't suffer any real pain. I suffered some emotional concern, 

but once I got up and around, I started visiting with everybody 

in the hospital. You imagine I would do that. I decided to pay 

housecalls on practically everybody that I could find. 

And I found people that had it worse than I did. I went 

down to the 5th floor of the Memorial Hospital in New York, 

saw the children's ward, which is something that could break your 

heart. But you know those children, it was on Halloween they 

sent me up a big pumpkin, I got the most beautiful letters from 

them, the loveliest little cards, and even to this day, I hear 

from many of them. A little girl that was in the next room, 

the room next to me, Debby -- I don't remember her last name 

pardon me if I get a tear in my eye when I think about that. 

But Debby hadn't walked. She had had cancer of the spine. 

She'd never been able for a year and a half been able to walk. 

But she was hopeing and praying that she would, and her mother 

and father would come every day. And while I was there I kept 
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talking to Debby, I was there a little over -- what was, it Muriel, 

a little over three weeks? -- I could have gone home a little 

earlier but I liked the nurses, I really did. r1uriel would say 

well now we can go home, I said, no I want to be sure when I 

get out of here that I feel good you know! 

But I remember my little Debby. She was about 16 years old 

and I used to say to her every day, I said, hey, you know we got 

a date but it wouldn't look right for me to just hang around 

your bedroom here, I said you know we got to get up and walk up 

and down the hall. And I kept after it, day after day, and you 

know before I left, not because of me, but because of the care 

she was getting, and maybe because of a little encouragement -

she started to walk. And she did walk. And I heard from her 

and she's out now, she's really getting along beautifully, she's 

back in school. A year and a half that she'd been there unable 

to walk! It can happen. 

I remember one old gentleman that was in the bedroom and his 

wife came to me and said you've got to talk to him. He will not 

be operated on. I said, but you know I didn't even know that 

family, I said that really, your sons are here and your daughter 

is here, and she said no, he likes you and he knows about you, 

if you would talk to him I think he'd be up, he'd let the doctors 

operate. And I said, well, why don't you just let it take its 

time. So every day I'd take my walks around that corridor. 

It was the 8th floor, wasn't it, Muriel? I'd walk around the 

corridor there and the nurse along side of me, we were chatting 

and stopping and talking with people. One day I stopped by 

and saw this old gentleman, and I said to him, say, I hear that 

you're going to have surgery. And I said well, listen, you ought 

to do it. When I came in here I felt just about like you did. 

And I talked to him. I said why don't you get out of bed and you 

and I take a walk. I said I'm getting tired of walking with these 

nurses all the time, why don't just you and I walk. And we 

started a walking pattern for the next 3 days. And then his 

wife came to call on me and said you know, daddy is going to let 

the doctor operate on him. And by the way, I've heard from him, 

he's coming along great , As a matter of fact, he's a whole lot 

better off than I am. He should have been getting me out of bed, 



-6-

walking me around. 

Well, I could tell you a whole lot of those kinds of yarns. 

I get letters every day from people who are suffering from this 

disease. I put anywhere from five to six telephone calls a day, 

calling people all around the country. Mothers will call me and 

tell me that their son is sick, or their daughter, or I had a 

son call me, (I was telling here at the table) told me that his 

father was a terminal case, that he couldn't get out of bed, 

he couldn't walk, and he was just literally wasting away -- would 

I write him a letter. I wrote him a good one, a real whipper-

snapper, I wrote him that you'd like to get, one of those political 

kind of letters -- and I wrote him a kind of an upbeat letter. 

And then I wrote him a second one. And I got a letter just about 

10 days ago from the son that said dad had that letter by his 

bedside every ·day and read it every day, and he called me last 

week and said, come see me, we're going to start to vTalk. And 

he has been walking, and walking and getting some strength back, 

and whatever the miracle is, he's beginning to feel good! 

There is hope! It's not only a matter of your mind and of 

your spirit -- which by the way is important, which you can 

convey to people, and you must convey that. You must never ever 

see anybody and tell them that it's hopeless. But there is hope, 

and the hope is in medical care. 

Early detection. The hope is in health care, basic health 

care. And the hope sometimes is in surgery, in chemotherapy, 

in radiation. We've got lots of things. There are people here 

that are experts in this audience that have made fantastic 

advances in this treatment of this dread disease. And those of 

you that have been out there on the hustling, so to speak, making 

these house calls, asking for help. You didn't only ask for a 

donation. You actually serv~d as an educational force by alerting 

many, many people to the danger signals of cancer, and to the 

need, as I said, for early detection and treatment. 

Now you volunteers have had really a tremendous success. 

Every year you have repeated this exercise, and besides that, 

you've topped what you did the year before. And the money that 

the volunteers raise goes, of course, for the American Cancer 

Society's research programs and treatment programs. This money 
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supports research. It supports education, it supports services. 

And of course the biggest share of the funds goes to advanced 

research. And we're doing great things. But you do more than raise 

money, you actually save lives. 

Tonight I spoke to a few people in the media and I said to 

them, you know, what we're doing is this -- that the life that 

you seek to save, may very well be your own. The life that you 

seek to save may very well be your own. 

In 1970 I spoke to the American Cancer Society meeting here 

1n Minneapolis and I tried to give a little upbeat message. I 

didn't have the slightest idea that I might very well at that time 

be talking about my own life. I thought I was talking about 

somebody elses. And in this room tonight amongst the volunteers 

the life that you seek to save, most likely will be your own! 

So work hard, even from the point of helping others you also help 

yourself. 

Well, let me just tell you about some of the developments, 

I won't keep you too long. 

In 1971, I remember when I returned to the Senate, we passed 

the National Cancer Act. I was a cosponsor of that Act. And it 

is a basic commitment by the government of the United States 

to create or to launch a deliberate blueprint, the national 

cancer program, to guide a foreward-looking, agressive, high 

priority research and treatment campaign against cancer. This was 

literally a legislative milestone. We have the National Cancer 

Institute. It's a tremendous endeavor. Really a great facility. 

The funds which have been made available to this Institute spear

head this great research program. And those funds are spread all 

through America, to our colleges and our universities and our 

medical schools and our laboratories. 

We started out in 1971 with appropriations of $180 million. 

This last year we had them up to $816 millions of dollars. This 

is a costly battle. But $816 million dollars a year? in a war 

to save peoples lives? Very, very little. We're going to spend 

$120 billion dollars this year on our defense program alone. 

$816 million dollars is one, is two-thirds of a trident sub

marine. $816 million dollars is eqivalent to about 14 B-ls. 
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It's not that much money out of a trillion, five hundred 

billion dollar economy. And when you think of the fact that out 

of that money will come lives that are prolonged, lives that are 

saved, cures that are made, pairl that's relieved, massive medical 

break-throughs, not only in the treatment of cancer but as the 

scientists and the doctors to find the cause and the cure of 

cancer, they come across so many other developments. 

Biomedical research has made almost gigantic steps forward 

in the last few years because of this sustained effort on our 

part. And the American Cancer Society has been pouring in its 

money, raising funds all over this land. And we don't want all 

the money just from the government. The unique thing about this 

America of ours is that it is a partnership when it's at its 

best, between its government and its people. Even if we could 

get all the money out of what we call federal or state revenues, 

it wouldn't be what it should be. We need to do what we're 

doing, with people involved, because you're the outreach. 

The funds that the federal government could give would not 

be able to get out and warn people about the need of early 

detection, nor would it permit somebody to come out and just shake 

hands and say look You know you're going to have people say to 

you as you go to the door. • my wife has cancer, or I have it, 

or my son or daughter has it, or my uncle has it,or my grandfather. 

And that gives you once chance that you ought to hold at a very 

precious opportunity, a chance to say, we're going to try to 

help your mother, your father, your son, your grandfather. That's 

what this program is all about. We're going to help. That gives 

that person encouragement from that moment on, and encouragement 

is part of the battle, it's part of the therapy, part of the 

medicine that's needed. 

And there are some real wonderful success stories. Look 

at the breakthroughs that have been made in breast cancer treat

ment in the past year or two. Really, fantastic. The breakthroughs 

that have been made in the treatment of leukemia and many other 

parts of it. I'm no expert in this, but I'll tell you, you sure 
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learn a lot in a hurry when you need to, you know. 

Minnesota's great centers of research are involved in this. 

We have a special involvement; the Mayo Clinic, the University 

of Minnesota Medical School, no finer medical research establish

ments in the world. And the Ameican Cancer Society is deeply 

involved with these two great institutions. And as I told you, 

we're saving lives. And upon basic research depend all of our 

technologies for prevention, for diagnosis, and for treatment, 

such as the combined therapy that have lowered the recurrence 

rate of major forms of cancer. 

Now there's no question that the cancer patient has a 

better chance today than he had last year. There's no doubt that 

the cancer patient today has a better chance for survival than they 

had five years ago. And we may very well be right on the threshold 

of tremendous breakthroughs in this disease, because there are 

so many other things that are happening that we seldom hear about. 

In his annual report, Beno Schmidt (?) who's an old friend 

of mine, Chairman of the President's Cancer Panel, said that we 

know with absolute certainty that cancer is a soluble problem, 

because there are so many different types. My goodness, there 

are varieties almost comprehension. Many solutions are required. 

Progress at times seems painfully slow. And no earlier universal 

breakthrough can be anticipated next week or tomorrow, but like 

most things in life, you have to have a lot of hope and a lot of 

faith. It is now recognized that as much as 80% of all cancer, 

according to one report, and you know these figures are sometimes 

not too accurate, but a very substantial percent of all cancer 

is environmental in origin. Therefore, we're going to have to 

increase our research in the environmental factors, as well as 

to explore the links between nutrition, the food that we consume, 

and our health, and our illness. 

Let me get in my little plug, not only for the stadium, but 

for something that I believe very strongly. We have got to 

re-think the whole subject of health care. We've been spending 

most of our money on curative medicine. We've been spending most 

of our money on hospitals to take care of people when they're 

sick. More doctors spend most of their time with patients who 

are already in trouble. l1e have got to start to think about how 
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to keep ourselves well, and that means to think through 

nutrition. Physical fitness, the environmental factors. 

This society of ours is the victim of chemicals, no doubt 

about it. In everything we touch and eat and do, and I hope and 

pray that the younger group that is represented here tonight 

will keep in mind that we've made tremendous progress in curative 

medicine, but in preventive medicine, we're a long way yet to go. 

And I believe that that's part of the answer, not only from the 

relief of pain and suffering and disease, but the relief of 

incredible costs. 

Now knowing that this war can be fought and won, and we do 

know that, it would be nothing short of immorality and a major 

crime if we lack the tenacity, the patience and the commitment 

to make the necessary effort. Anybody who's family has suffered 

from this disease or who has personally has felt its scourge 

will ever consider the goal a victory every worth any effort. 

So we've got to provide the resources through government and through 

private organizations such as the American Cancer Society. 

Success will depend upon our will. I want to say something 

to you. The American people can do anything they want to do if 

they make up their mind to do it. We have the categorical 

evidence. We learned how to split the atom out of a theory from 

a man by the name of Einstein and did it when people said it was 

impossible. You have lived at a time when things that were called 

impossible that become literally commonplace. 

We have pierced outer space, we put a man on the moon, we 

have learned how to live in space stations, we penetrate the 

depths of the sea, we drill in the sea for oil and now for 

minerals, things that only half a century ago were utterly im

possible ... at best were only a nebulous theory are a reality 

today. And therefore I'm a perpetual optimist. When people say 

to me, you know, Humphrey, the trouble with you (and I have a 

lot 'ern tell me what my troubles are) they'll say to me, you're 

kind of child-like in your optimism. And I say I should say I am! 

First of all, this is a young country. We're not old. 

We are a spirited people. And we need leadership that is spirited, 

zealous, adventurous, courageous. We don't need tired people. 
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But more importantly, the history of this century and of this 

nation tells us that whatever we seek to do, if we put the 

resources to it and have the will to do it, we can do it! 

And that's how we're going to overcome the energy crisis 

when we just find out that we're going to do it. But you know how 

we are. We really don't do much until we're in real trouble. 

I have a little axiom about politics, I said empty stomach, 

full head, full head, empty head. As long as everything is going 

along good, why worry, even though they tell you that you ought 

to look down the road. We generally don't take care of our 

health until we're sick. We generally don't take care of our 

resources until we think they're running out. 

Most people don't really reorganize and revise their business 

until they begin to find out they're going broke. But then all 

at once the day of truth hits you. The hour of truth. And the 

hour of truth is combating the cancer fight, because if we should 

let up for one year, we would lost momentum that would take from 

us more lives than any war that we've ever fought. 

I hear people wring their hands. And rightly so. The 

tragedy of our war in Southeast Asia. Have you ever stopped to 

think how little money we spent on the war on cancer as compared 

to that war? More lives are taken, more suffering, more agony, 

more incredible pain. . each year from cancer than from war. 

And it hits more families. 

So I want you to redouble your efforts. I want you to do away 

from here knowing that you're really doing something. You may 

not know it. You may now feel that you're that important . But 

you are! You may make the difference! You may raise the money 

that will give some money to that doctor, that scientist that 

makes the breakthrough. We don't know where those people are. 

And that's one of the reasons I believe we need to bring more and 

more people into our great universities. We need to tap this 
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great source of brain power that's out here without regard to 

race, color or creed. 
at at 

Because somewhere, out there,jsome laboratory,/some university, at 

some hospital, in the mind of some young man or some woman, there 

is the answer. Because I happen to believe that the good Lord 

intends for us to find this answer. The day of miracles is not 

over. The day of miracles has just started, and you have a 

chance to be a part of it. 

Thank you very much. 

# # # # 
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l.lT IS A PRIVILEGE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS IMPORTA T EVE NT, 

~ LOVELY FLORAL DISPLAY5f THE ENTERTAIN~OGRAM/ THE 

THOROUGH LY ENJOYABLE COMPA NY ARE GOOD IN TH EMSE LVES. 

~OW, I WANT TO ADDRESS BR IEFLY THE VERY SERIOUS UNDERLY ING 

PURPOSE OF OUR GATHERI NG . 

GROUP; THE MI ~ ESOTA CANCER 

SoCIETY RECRUITS ITS OLDI ERS IN 

BE ON IF PUBLIC 

MOB ILI ZED~[ THIS 

CO NFRO NTATION VH TH ANCE';J 
...,._.. 

AUNTING FEAR 

T 0 1Q . .· 1 . • N ±ii ..... ... I .-. 

GRIM AND SERIOUS ...., 
BIGGEST KILLE~ THE 

HOUSEHOLD. 



-2-
~ ~0 FAMILY IS IMMUNE TO THIS DISEAS;.t WH ICH STRIKES 

ONE I N FOUR AM ERICANS AND KILLS T 0 OUT OF THREE OF 

THOSE IT STRIKES EVE N IF YOUR FAMILY IS SPARE~ YOU 

PROBABLY WILL HAVE TO NUMBER YOUR FRIE NDS AMONG CANCER ' S 
t c 

VICTI MS, 

ALL OF US HAVE SOME DIRECT OR IND IRECT EXPERIE CE 
- 4 -

ITH TH E PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL RAVAGE OF THIS ILLNESS. --

S YOU KNOW ~ MY FAMILY AND 1 HAVE PERSONALLY FACED 

THE HEARTBREAK AND SUFFERI NG CAUSED BY THIS DREAD DISEASE . 

~HAVE FOUGH~~R~ CANCER, AND ITH THE 

HELP 0~, MED ICAL KNOJLEDGE ~ AND THE LOVI NG SUPPORT 

OF OTHERS.~ I At~ ON THE ROAD TO VICTORY. 



-3-

~ TH IS PERSONAL EXPER IENCE HAS STEELED MY DETERM I NATI ON 

MAKE THE CON UES T OF CAN CER A MAJOR NATI ONAL PR IORITY, _..... 

ITH MANY F YOU TO LAUNCH THE ME ICAN CA CER 

CRUSADE IN 1970 .LJ..HAT WAS A M ~ G AND AN INSP IRI NG EVENT, 

~TERWARD)f THOUSANDS OF VOLUNTEERS VISI TED HOMES THRO UGH UT 

THIS STATE.,£ l UNDERSTAtD THAT, LAST YEA , 65, 000 VOLUNTEERS 

COLLECTED 1.5 MILLI ON DO LLARS. 

UT TH EY DID NOT JU T ASK FOR DONAT IONs1L.THEY ERVED 
.::::; 

AS A GREAT ED UCATI O AL F~ BY :E~I NG MANi' ~y PEOPLE 

TO THE DANGER SIGNALS OF CANCER AND TO T E ~IEED FOR EA LV - • 3 

DETECTI O AND TREATME~ T. 
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~ THESE VOLUNTEERS ACHIEVED A ROUSING SUCCESS~ EVERY 

YEAR THEY HAVE REPEATED AND TOPPED THAT SUCCEss-iT': MONEY 

THEY RAISE SUSTAINS T E MERICAN CANCER SOCIETY'S FORWARD 

MAR~, 4 T sUPPORTS RESEARCH ) EDUCA Tl ON AND sERVICES~ I THE 

BI GEST SHARE OF THE FU NDS RAISED GOES TO RESEARC~J BECAUSE 

THAT IS THE KEY TO ANY REAL BREAKTHROUGH , 

~BUT VO~NT:ERS DO MUCH MORE THAN RAISE MONEY , ~EY 

ACTUALLY S :E LIVES,~MANY OF YOU MAY HAVE INSP IRED THE 

PERSONS \ ITH ~HOM YOU TALKED TO TAKE TH E TIME AND TROUBLE 

TO CHECK THEIR HEALTH , koME OF THEr1 UNDOUBTEDLY FOU ND 

TAT THEY_!ID HAVE CANCER.~ ND S ME OFT EM ERE E ABLED, 

BY EARLY .~ .. ETEc:_:; 0~ TO IN THEI R BATTLE AND LIVE OUT THEIR 

--
LIVES I 

~ 
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1-!HAT KNO LEDGE UST BE VERY GRAT IFYI NG, 

MORE SATISFYING THAN ANY PRAISE THAT l MIGHT OFFER TO THE ---
TRADITION OF VOLUNTEER 10RK AND CIVIC RESPONS IBILITY THAT 

- :c. 

BRINGS YOU HERE . 

' . , ~ 

~ Now I WANT TO TALK ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS IN PU LIC POL~ 

SINCE I LAST JOINED YOU IN A KICK- FF DR IVE~N 1971, THE 

~ ATI O AcT AS PASSED AS A COMMITMENT BY THE U.S, .. 4 

OVERNMENT T CREATE A DELI ERATE BLUEPRI T - THE NATI NAL 
--

CANCER PROGRAM - TO GU IDE AN AGGRE SIV:J HIGH- P IORITY 

CAMPAIGN AGA INST CA CER • ..., ., 
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~ THIS AS A LEGIS LATIVE MILES TO NEal.:.HE FUNDS HI CI HAVE 

B EN M DE AVAILABLE TO THE NATIO NAL CANCER INSTITUTE TO 

::AR EA? THIS EFFORT) ALTHOUGH NO T AS MUCH S 0 IGI ALLY 

ENVISIO NED BY CONGRESSJ HAVE RISEN F OM $180 MILLION IN 1970 

TO $816 MI LL! 0 I 1977, ~AM 

THE LEVEL OF ~ I N 1978 

1 RK I NG HARD TO SEE THAT 

ILL AT LEAST SUSTAIN THE 
-=== 

~THE E IS SOLID PROG ESS TO REPORT FROM OUR INVESTMENT, 

~ THIS COUNTRY HAS BASIC B!OME~CAL AND CLI NICALLY-ORIE NTED 

CA NCER RESEARCH PROGRAMS UNPARALLELED BO TH IN THE IR EXTENT 
. () 

A D THE! R QUAL! TY J • r11 NNESO TA 1 S GREAT CE NTERS OF RESEARCH} " : 
THE 1AYO CL I NIC AND THE UN_;V ERS ITY OF ~ I NNESOTA~ RANK WITH 

THE BEST IN THE FIELD . 
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"' THE WORK OF THE ATIONAL CANCER ROGRAH ALREADY IS S~IG 
LI~ AND IS LAYI G THE GROUNm·JORK FOR TH E ULTIMATE CONTROL 

AND ELIMINATI N-OF CANCER~ PON BASIC RESEARCH DEPEND ALL 

OUR TECH NO LOGI ES FOR PREVENTION 1 DIAGNOSIS AND TREATME NT1 

• 

SUCH AS CO B INED THERAPY/ THAT HAVE LOWERED THE RECURRENCE 
:..- ... 

RATE OF THE MAJOR FORMS OF CA NCER . 
~ 

~ THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT THE CANCER P TIENT HAS A 

BETTER CHANCE TODAY IN THE HANDS OF GOOD DOCTORS THAN EVER 
.. Las,. 

BEFORE , ) EVEN ITH THE EX IS Tl NG TOOL) liE CAN IMPROVE 

-~ 
SIG IFICANTLY TH E SURVIVAL OF PATIE TS. 

~ IN HI ANNUAL REPORT, ENNO C. ScH~1IDTJ CHAIR~1A OF T E 

• 5 -
RESIDENT ' S CANCER PANEL ~ SAl THAT E KNO~ ~ ITH ABSOLUTE 

CERTAI NTY THAT CANCER IS A SOLUBLE PROLE~ • 
$ -,--.,.,~ 

.... 
- t 
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~ECAUSE T ERE ARE SO MANY DISTINCT ~ES o: CA~ER, 
MANY SOLUTIONS ARE REQUIRED.[ PROGRESS IS PA I NFULL Y SLO !t 

AND NO EARLY OR UNIVERSAL BREAKTHROUGH CAN BE ANTICIPATED , -
~ IT NOW IS RECOGNIZED THAT AS MUCH AS 80 PERCENT OF ALL 

CANCER IS ENVIRONMENTAL I N OR! GI N·.f..::LEARLY , WE MUST I NCREASE 

OUR RESEAR:H INTO ENVIRONMENTAL CARCI NOGENS,1 AS \~IE LL AS TO 

EXP LOR E THE LI NKS BETWEEN NUTRITION , HEALTH AND ILLNESS , .. _. 

A 'NOWI NG THAT .JI::: ~ CAN BE ~UGHT AND w:J 1 ouLD IT 

NOT BE A CRI ME IF E LACKED T E 

COMM ITMENT T MAKE THE NECESSARY FAMILY -c - ;;,.-, 

HAS SUFFERED FROM CA NCER) OR VHO PERSO NALLY HAS FELT ITS 

SCOURGE , ~ ILL EVER CO NS IDER THE GOAL NOT WORTH THE EFFORT , 
~ "'---
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~ CONGRESS MUST PROVIDE FU NDS TO SUPPORT A VIGOROUS AND 

INTENS IVE NATIONAL FIGHT AGAINST CANCER~ BuT GOVERNMENTAL 

SUPPORT AND F ND ING ARE ONLY ONE FLANK OF THE OFFENSIVE .za -~ 

~CESS \ ILL DEPEND ON THE COMMITME NT OF THE MERICAN PUBLIC ,~ 

~ THE 1ER ICAN CAN CER SoCIETY REPRESENTS ONE OF THE FINEST -
EXAMPLES OF OUR NATION' S UNIQUE AND F RTUNATE TRAD ITION 

- -:z: 

OF MOB ILIZI NG VOLUNTEER WORK FOR COMMO N SOCIAL OBJECTIVES , -
~ 'IE RELY ON~ REMARKABLE CONTRIBUTIONS AND DED ICATION 

EVEN AS WE APPLAUD THEM" You ARE INVALUABLE, 

l So
7 
DO~OT TI Rl' DO NOT WEAKEN , DO NOT BECOME DISCOURAGED .Q 

~HE ORK YOU DO FOR THE OCIETY ILL BENEFIT HUMA~TY, 

YOUR CO 1MUN ITY AND 1 ULTIMATELY1 IT WILL BENE FIT YOU AND 
'--"? -

THOSE YOU LOVE, ~ 
~..w 
~~ ff # 
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