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Dear 8ir: I am aucrittimg & sket2. cf aa event of the Massacre o
1862. I may have two or three more. If I cic kot OR the rigkt lire of

storlies nlease let me Xrow.
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THE MASSAORE AT SACRED HEART.

Flora Townshkip im Renville TaRXA&NL Oounty comtained a community of
German citizems, living mostly on sectioms 18 amd 19. They were rack from
tlie Minnesota river avout three miles and for this reasom did a-t learn of
tRe outbreak of tiae Dakota Iaiiems en the 18ta of August, umntil the mext
day aboLl kcom. TWO meR eRreute to tke Agency discovered several Peorle
évidenmtly ¥1lled by Irndiams, amnd returmed hastily to tae settlement with
the alarm. As there had beem frequeat reports of the Indians breakirg
outthey were slow tc believe it to ve so. However messengers were sent
oLt and the settlers gatsersd et the home of Paul Kitzman, ard late that
arternoonr decided trat thelr safety lay in flight. Messengers sea’ out
returned with fresh tales of killings. At naar 2§iiﬂwn they started -t
Keeplimg far back {rom the river =8 they rigatly Juleed the Indiams kad
followed im their quest of victim3. Taeir ccurse was cver the wild
prairie without #vex a traill to follow. As tke) had Cmly oxen they had
made about 1" nilee by the next MOrmimg. AS -keéy were at breakfasi o
wel o Lerty of Dokotas who had beem after scalps inm the Chippewa country
discovered them amd cane up appearing very friendly. Om hearing of the
nurders they declared tuaf the Chippewa Imdiams had dome this and that
LRey were iookirg for them to kiil them. Kitzman kasw some of them amd
Laglr sipgry weas accepted, and the sSettlers turmed back towvard their
20wes, 2rd all went well for some time. Later they commemced o act
Blrangely gO1ing shead cr teRind the caravam, and ~isally demanded acrey
Which wes givem them. One said to Xitzman "You ars & good mam I ghould
hate toc k11l you." Later or T. Krause who was riding the ORly horse
made up kis mind to escape to the fort for helpr amd started off toward
the AgenCy. This Orkly made the Indians act more savagely amnd some went
arter him. The mare which Krause rode kad a colt which could not xeep up
and would act spped without it. So he had to desert his mount ard hide in
LR@ grass, but rlaally reached ‘heé fori. Whem 1A sight of their homes the

settlers were fired upon erd otker In'ians appeared On the scene. All

ENCLOSURE

Sacred Heart Massacre-—-#2.
£XX bUt three of the M2n were killed at the rirst shootimg asl ‘ke Dest
SOOR after. Many of the Wéﬁen and'éhildren Wele lmmalletely put to death.
¥rs. Ammna Zabel and 1% children escap;d LY running %o the woods aad
brush. Justina Krieger wes shot with buckshot aul ztripped df Rer clotnig
oul leter was able to crawl avey. She was picked upZZapt. Grani's company
aRd durimg tke vettle at Birch Coulie 1aic im & wagom throungh fthe dey's
Tight and receivsd several slight wounds. She recovered amd lived neRy
years. Whem the Iadiamns had goxe thé childrer went toftho Krieger kome
and stayed over mdght. Wrile ikey were Ruating for eztebles na:: ROraing
the Indians came amd burmed the house With Seves of the cialldren im 1t,
whether dea# or alive more Car tell. Waile the erfray was at its helgta
the oxen bvecame rrightens  amd rum away. Mr3. Michael 7€s88 was caught 1ia
Lhe Lrece ckaims of one tacn and Earried ixto the brush wkere ske Tinelly
oroke locse amd kiding rads her Wéy Lo the fort. Taken PxExXEX Prisoner
were 22 women and childrem, all <f vhom were at Camp Releass ard Rescued
by Sibley's troops, except Mré. Jomn Neuman and three children who vere
taken from the hostiles seretly, at the fisk of al1® Oova 1:i%¢ 9wy
ARe-wang-manl (hHupoles as_ha walks ) and‘parricd in 2 canoe to fort RidgeYy
A mest sed imcidemt is that a baby Gustav &wh?fzha pfisoner cried so much
laal ae was fimally killed by i3 captors. An old;r brotigikQ%%/Louis
Kitzman for mauy years a conductor on tae recka Nortahwesierx Rai.vay.
JORR Frass a member of thé settlement was kXilled at the massacre of the
Scawandt feormily (pareats of Mré. Mary E; Schmidt of 3¢. Paul.,) Tere {leeh
lng pady coasisted of 13 families in 11 teams, oizgt é8csped, seven werse
burned to death, and ce were captives. Re~ord of this eveant is Oonly given
1n chueeh reccrds at Sacred Heart, (very incomplete) early newspapers and

pamphlets pUblisheéﬁﬁntorested parties. Any possible living participants

at tals tire would have been mere children st the time of ocurreacs .
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