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The commissionars appointed by the lsgislaturs, Ch. %36, I.. 1907,
to perform casrtain specified ssrvicgs in connsction with ths battls
field of Wood ILake, have, in view Qﬁ the fact that tne battls there
fought rasulted, not only in thea déft&t of tha Indians undsr Chief .
Littls Crow thus snding th2 waer in Minnesota, but in ths rsscue of 107
white women and children from captivity, and the furthsr Pfact that
meny errors have appsarad sarly and late, in reference to thai sncounter,
desmed it advisable (o annex to a raport hsrstofors mads the following '
account of that sngagemant, which they balisve to be accuratbe.

At tha traaty of Traverss des Sioux in 1851, the Sioux tribs of
Indisns caded to the govarnment their lands in Towa, and Minnaééta,
raserving a strip ten miles wide on esach side of ‘the Iinnesota river,
extending from Fort Ridgely to its head watars., This ressrvation was
divided at the Yellow liedicine rivar, an? sgenciss were establishsd
thatson, ons at the Yellow lMadicins river, near its junction with the
Minnesota river, and tha other at the west side of the river thirtsen
riless ahova Fort Kidgely. Thsy were known as the uppss and Jlower

agencias.
The Sioux wers & powarful, flsrcs, and warliks tridbe, consisting

of numsrous bands which.in 1862 oceunisd snd roamad over not only tha

1gnds cadsd to tha govermmant, but a vast territoxy to the wsstward.
liany of them were dissatisfiad with the treaty and nsarly sll hated
the whites.

Larly in July 1862 tha Indians comranced congragating at the
noper sgancy bto racsiva their annual instaellmsnt of pay, or annuity,
and by tha foprtaanth of that month as many as 779 lodges or tepees
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wars countad.

Owing to the fact thet our govarnmant was at that tims angzgsd
in the graat Civil Var, and all ifs| enargies wers turned toward the
suppression of tha Hesbellion, the 9§)ectad funis for the Indians
did not arrive on time and the troulls commsncad.

Little Crow, a fisrce warrior, and hitter fos of the whites
was a lgading chiaf of the Sioux. IHHe undsrstood fths situation of tha
government end ths fact that largs numbers of the young men ware out
of tha state at ths front engaged in the war led him to belisvs
ihat the opportunity had cems to drive the whites from the stats. The
supplies brought by the Indians to the agency wers soon exhaustad,

thay wars hungry and mad ., and fired by ths aloQuanca'of their chisfs,

the butchery of the settlars began., First at Acton on the 17th

of August, and at the Uppsr Agency on ths 18th, and on the same day
nsarly all the whites at the Lowsr Agency wers massacred, and Capt.'
Harsh of the Mifth Minn. Regimant with 45 soldisrs from Fort iuddgely
yggglambushad at the ferry nsar ths Tower Agency and 22 of his men
killed. Marsh was drownsd s few milss halow when attsesmpting to cross
the Minnssota River. Events followsd rapidly. New Ulm was attackad on
the 192th and agsin on tha 2Zd: Fort Rkidgely on the 20th, and again on
“the 22nd. Ft. Absrcrombis was besisged frowm ths &d to the 6th of Sapt.
and the whols frontier west and north of Glencoes was at the marcy of
tha wildsst of tha savages.
On September 2nd and 3d Co. A of the 6th Liegimeni, Capt, Grant in
cormand and about 756 monntsd velunteers undasr Capt. Anderson all bas~-
ing comranded by Maj. Joseph R. Brown,wsre attacked whils in camp at

Bireh Coolis. They succseded in repuleing the Indians under Iittle

Crow until reliaved by troops from Ft. Ridgely, bLut with a heavy
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loss in killed and woundsd. Ths Indians had besn rsoulsed at other

points of attack, but not defeated. Self confident they continusd for
wora than a month to raid ths wastdrn portion of ths state, carrying
cut the design of thair chiaf with!the marcilsss slaughter of men,
womsen and children; not lses than a}thousand of ths settlers bsing

massacrad. The survivors had aithef lJeft the state, or had flad %o
the cities, or wsrs huddled together in stockasdss tsmporarily con-
structad at &arious points., llany of the womsn and childrsn were hald-
in captivity.

Gov. Ramsay was vigilant and active, and as soon as possibls after
the outbrsak, man of tha Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Iinth and Tenth
Minnssota Regiments, Jjust then being recruiled, were hastensd to Fort
Ridgely and othar points.

Henry H. Siblesy having been commissionad Colonsel of tha State
I1ilitia, assumed command and org:nized a force at Fort Ridgely to
advance usorn the Indisns. The vxpedition was compossd of 250 men of
tha Third Minnesota Vol. Infantry undar the command of llajor Abram L,
Waleh of ths Pourth IHinnesota. The Sixth Regiment comranded by
Lisutsnant Colonsl J. T, Averill, Companies A, B, F, G and H af ths
Saventh commanded by Tiautanant Colonsl W. R. Marshall, Company A of the
Ninth commandad by Capt. Gso. A. Camp, acting as-pionaars. about 45
man known as tha Xsnville Zangers, mosetly mixed bloods, undar command
of Lisutenant James H. Gorman, twenty-ssven mountad voluntesrs comman” ad
ﬁy Capt. J. Re Starratt, ten or twenty Indians and half-brseds as
scouts, two guns, ons a six poundsr, ths othsr & mountain howitzsr, Capt.
Mark Henfricks in command. In all thers were shout 1,450 men in Sibley's
corrand that laft Fort Fidgely on the 19th of Septembar, crossing, to the

]

south side of the lMinnssota River, and thencs followzd the government
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trail leading to the Uppsr Sioux Agsncy.
On ths night of the 22nd the command camped on ths east side of
wnat was then kuown by tha whitass as L§na Trga Lake, but dasignated
by Col. Sibley as Wood Tiake. Thare wafp at the time of ths outhrsak

but fesw settlars in that region of ths State and all had f£led or wars

slaughtered. The Government surveys had not besen mads, but whan ths
work was done Lores Wrse Leke was found to ba in ssctions 4,5,8 and 9,
township 114, rangs 38, now in Ysllow ligdicine County and our camp
on the Northwes{ one-fourth of Saction 9, The map filad by us shors
the =xact location.

As our foress apnroachad this point Indiane wers gsen at a distance
watehing our movements. Ws ware nsaring their main sncampment which
was soma twenty miles up ths Minnasota River to the northwast, and rifle
2its were thrown up in places around our camp in the avening.

The morning of the 23rd was fair, but Col. Bibley did not start
on thse march as was sxpsctaed,- all was quiet in camp. At apout elignt
o'elock A. l1. & narty of some twenty men of ths Third with fonr or
five wagons left camp going northerly on the 01d govsrnment trail,
thseir objaetiva point being ths sbandoned agency about three miles
distant. This mova was unauthorized and was promptsd by curiosity and
a dssire to forage whatever might be found., The boys 1ittls Imsw the
paril of their rash act, for ther wonld doubtless have all been killed
had the Tndisus sllowed them to pass farther on toward the Agency
before attacking them. As it wes, whan ths perbty had reached the high
gronnd north of ths bridgs across ths outlat of ths laks\ a small
strear flowing sastarly into the lMinnesota River through a deep ruviné)

Al 28 ards tharsfrom, & »arty of asbout %0 Indians sprang up from the
and 2bB0 yar y i
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grass on ths east side of the traeil, and soma forty yards therafrom,
and fired a2 volley into ths leading wagon, that of Company G, wounding
all of its occnpants but one. Ths men in the ofhar wagons \sprang
out and commenced firing., This attack on the part of the Indisns
wes premaburs and occurrsd in plain sight o camp and about thres-fourths
of = mila‘t\@hm—e-f-rm. The camp of the Third was ths nearsst the noint

of attack and soms distance frorm #me- headquartsrs. Maj. Welsh, without

-

waiting for orders, or parmission, ca}lad to his men to "fall ingzll
who want to fight"™. A rush wee mads for ths guns and ths liutle
comrand of few mora than Ecozggra almost instantly in line daploying
the left half as skirmishsrs, the rignt following in wresarvas, "elsh
beine the only commissiongd officer present. He movad rapidly toward
the noint of attack on the "double quick", crossing the strsam some
distance helow the bridge. On reachirg the high land north of the

ravine tha Indians wers mat in forece and firing hecams ganaral along the
skirmish 1lina, the Indians falling back and ths Third stsadily moving
forwsrd to a point sbhout 300 yards hayond the stream, when an officar
rode up from Col. Sibley with ordsrs to Maj. Welsh to fall back to

camp. This ordar the latter reluctantly obhaysd and thes movemant

toward camp commencad.

The Indians sncouragad by this came on from ths right, left and
front, and it was down the slopa toward the stresam that the fight was
the hottest end where most of the casnalties in thes Third occurred.

The Indians sndzavorsd to ¢ut the men off from support and whooping and
ye8lling tried to stampede them, but the ranid fire of ths Third with
shells fror Hendricks' guns ware too much for them. Gellant HMaj.

Welsh was saversly wounded sfter crossing the ravine and was carried
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into camp by his man.
The Indisns in large numbars followsed, taking possassion o6f the

ravine and kept up the Fight with the| Third and the Renvilla Rangers
who had hsen ordersd to its sunport b& Col. Siblay. The Indians,
however, came no nearar camp than ths hluffs on ths southerly side of
the ravine. In ths mean tims Capt., Hencricks, with his siX poundar,
took positiqn a short distencs to the north of tha carmp unon an
elevationwéﬁ:ékcommandsd the entire field, and a brisk cannonading
wes conrenced.

Pive companiss of the Savénth and Company A of the Sixth moved
forward on the right undsxr tha command of Col. Marshall to a Zavorabls
position when ths Indians in front in the r vins wers charged upon
and routsd and sent flying over tha hills to tha noxrth in grsat
confusion.

At the same time Fisut. R. ¢, Clin with ths Third and ths Rangers
~charged into ths ravine on ths left of ths Seventh, the Indians
scurrying over the prairises to ths north an? ths west, our whols lins

following on the donble auick for ssveral hundrad yards north of the ra-
vine and until reseslled by Col. Siblay.

All of the Sixth Regiment ,excapt Company A, was ascsigned to ths task
of orotseting th: camp, and while the Third was advancing to ths relisf
of the foragers, discoversd & force of the enemy on the west side of ths
lske attampting to rsach the rsar or soufth lins of the camp. The SiEth
roved nromptly, Company F occupying as skirmishers an advancs lins
at the sonth end of the lsks and met with stubborn resistance until

the main body of the Indiene gave way at ths ravins north of the -camp, when
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thoss in front of ths Sizth rstreated in confusion.

Capt. Wilson of Compeny F was woundad in ths shouldsr nsar the south
end of the lake. Ths battle lasted abont sn hour and a half., The flsg-
ing Indians were not nursusd for two rasasons, according to Col. Siblaey.
First, ha had lese than 50 mournted men to pursus a much larger numbsr
of mounted Indians, and, second, ths enemy had in their nosssssion

at their camp befors mentioned opposita and nesar the mouth of ths
Chippewa River about 250 prisoners, whites and mixed Lloods, and he fsared
that on tha approach of the troops thess prisonsrs might be massacred,
as hed besn threatensd.
The Indians left fourteen of thair dsad uvpon the fisli and
their bodies wers buried by fthe soldiers. £Col. Sitlay's report of the
sngagement is found in Vol. 2 of %he Minnssots Histomp in the Civil and
Indisn Vars, 0. 240. A vivid scecount of tns battls by Capte E, T. Champlin
of the Third is published in tha eame Volums, p. 244, '
The soldisrs killed ountright were Ernsst Paul of the lengers,
Richard H. licElroy of-Company I, 2nd Minngsota., a'parolad prisonsr of
war serving with the Third, Anthony C. Colline of ths Third and Chas.
E. Frink of the Seventh. Panl, MeXZlroy and Collins were buried in
geparate graves south of the riflsa pits dug by ths Sixth Legiment
in $the order named from south to north. Frink was buried at ths north
gnd of ths rifls pits dug by tﬁa Saventh Regiment, with the expectation
thet his body wonld bs ramovsed without delay to Northfield, Minnssota,
where nis narants residad.
An sccount of these hurials was writtan by Rav. S. R. Riggs and
nublished in ths St. Paul Press of Octobsr &, 18638. Bult nona of thsss

bodias have ever besn disinterrsd and when ths undsrsigned visited the
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fleld in 1907, the graves were covered with growing grain, We
feol that the remains of these soldiers,if they ean he found,
should be promptly removed to a suitable burial place,

Edwin § Ross, DeCrove Kimball and Mathew Cantwell of tho
Third Minmegota were mortally wounded and were removed without
delay to the hospital'at Fort Ridgely,where they subsequently

died, Their namnes aro mentioned in a revort made by Dr,
Mueller in charge, a few days later,which apveared in the Press
bearing date October 3rd,1862,

Twenty-soven men of the Third Regiment were wounded,three
of the Sixth,three of the Seventh,and one of the Rangers,making
thirty four in all,many seriously, Their names will bo Ffound
in the 2nd Volume of Minnesota in ¢fivil and Indian War »p 243
and 244,

As near as can he ascertained from 750 to 800 Indian
warriors were engaged in the battle, Their camp consisted
of 150 tepees and 1,800 persons,all told,

On the morning of the 25th the troops moved northwestorly
and on Sept.26th at a camp,which Col, Sibley named "Releage"
on the south side of the Minnesota River in Lac Qul Parle
Oounty and nearly opnosite the mouth of the Chippewa River,
the prisoners,107 whites and 162 mixed bloods,were delivered
into his hands by alleged friondly Indians, All white men
who eame within reach during hostllities were killed with
the exception of George H, Svencer who after being wounded
wag taken prisoner and deliverad up at (amp Release., These
prisoners were in a pitlable condition and some of the
women had boen subjooted to attroclous indignities,

Before the troops reached Camp Release large numbers of
the Endians
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had fled, but Col. Sibley msde prisonsers of the males resmaining in
carin, 321 in numbsr. Thess men were nearly all charged with murder, and

were triad with others later on hy a military commicsion. Thres
hundred snd thres were found guilty of murder and were ssentsnced to

be hengsd. Presidant Lincoln refused to approve this sentence in full,
¢istinguishing in his order betwesn Indians who had partiecipatsd in
skirmishes and battles with the whites, snd thoses proven guilty of
actual murdsr. OFf tha latter thars were Z9 and tne “resident dirsctad
that Sitlsy, who had then bssn mads Brigadisr Ganeral ,causs thsm to

be henged. Ons was ragprisved and the rsmaindsr, %8 in 8l1l, were hangead
at the sama tima upon a gallows sractad for that purposs at llarkato,
Minnesota., This ordsr was axacuted by Col. Miller commanding the
Savanth Rsgiment on the 26th day of Deceirber, 1862.

We call attention to a faw errors which appear in tee=éstoxy-of-
Minnesota in the Civil and Indien wars., In fthe rostsr of the men com-
posing +ths Renville Rengers, found in Vel. 1 p. 720, Josaph Paro
(Perranlt) is said to have bsen killed at Wood Lake. Phis 1s an srror,
Mr. Perravlt lived for several yesars afterward., The man killed beslonging
to the Rengers was Hrnest Paul, his family nams being srronsously
nrinted "Pola" in the roster. Several men of this company had already
gnlisted in the Tenth Minnssotea, ons of them being Paul and his hame
ig found in tha roster of Company I of thst regiment as pnblished
in Vol, 1 p. 485, but it is not noted that he was killed in this
action. This fact apnaars, howaver, in tha original mustar out xoll
at Washington.

In tha 1ist of ths wounded is the name of Alexis Roach of tha

Hengers, Vol. 2 Weslowy p. 244, but this name doss not appear in the
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roster of Co, I abova mentionsd. The trus name of ths wounded man ie
WO

\Alexis Demsrce, & half-blood, in the rostsr, ps 780, erronsously

printed "Algis Demar". Sse Dr. lueller's rspoxrt before mentionsd. Hse
“@3 & son of Lacauat Dsmexrce, an o0ld trader, who had at ons time a

post al ths mouth of the Cottonwood Hivar.

In Dr, Wharton's report of tha wounded, p. 244, of ths 2nd Volums,
privats "Ssymour Camen" of Company C of tha Sixth, is reported as

sgvergly woundad in the chast, and it is also stated that his nams is

not found in ths roster of Company C. Ths man intended and who was

badly woundad was William Ssymour Currsn of Company C of the Sixth
Hegiment, his name being found in the roster Vol., 1 p. 233,

but it is not there stated that he was wounded or that he was dischargsd
for disability, resulting therafroms ©BSuch is ths fact and this statement
is made upon the authority of Capt. Hutchinson of his Company. Sse

2lso Surgaon Musllser's report ahbova mentioned.
In ths rsport of Surgson Gressly of ths Third, p. 243, 2nd Volums,

appears among ths wounded the nema of John P, Shellander of Company

D. It should bs John P. Thellandsr. Ses Vol. 1 p. 186, roster of

his company.

Very Regpoctfully Submnit ted,

L¢W0OLLINS
¥+ T+ OHAMPLIN
MATHIAS HQLL,
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