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I, Amos R. "at.aon, enl1'6t,ed ln "inona, Hinn ., Aup;. 11 , lf62. BY 

n in• o •clock n19xt. day, Au,;. 15th, t.l-u•re lfere over one hundred en-

1•olJ.ect, and at, eleven o'clock we took paasa-.;e by boat f'or st. Paltl. 

"e arriVE'lri. at. st. Paul at. six o'clock next. 1uorn;tne anrl lnarchert to 

t.he St.ate Captt.ol, where our Company was ore;nnizen.. Here we elct.e<l • 

our co111pany of'l'~Lcer.s fr.·0111 our co1i1panv; we took hont. ap;a1n and reached 
. 

Fort.' 8nel1J.np: at 11 a . 1a. . 
We then 11a<l our 1'1.ret. Fieu.J. o:f.' ar111.y rat.:t..ona: 

harct bread. , Golt. por·k an<t blac}~ co.ffee ; t.in J)luteo, anti so for+.11 . 

Moot. Clf' t.h8 compnny had 1 iv0d. well, nom~ luxuriounly, <.tnd it. Made -.. . -· ~ 
some of t,he i11ore del icnte ones look horne-n ick. But lat, er exper.:.i.en-

con1pa!'a ti vely 
ces made . this fare"'luxurio~ls. Sunday morn in~ Au~ . 17, we \''ere 

examiner'J o'y th.e <tr1ny aurf!.~On anrl sworn in as Con1pany B, Sevent.h 

Re~j_rnent . on t.11e 19t.h ne\<JO came of' t.he Sioux out.hrea}~ wit.11 all it.a 

horror·s . Some conipanieu of the Sixt.h Ree;1rnent, nt,;.rttted for Fort, ~ 

Ridgley t.he s ar.ie afternoon, nnd 80 or Company n. of' t,11e fieven t,h 

i't't"!re furlonp;;herl, as prornioed, f'or. nine deiyn, to eo home und uave 
t.helr cropB • 

.1'- I arriven. horne on t.he 2ot.h. On t,he 2J.rst, or<i.Hro 11urr.1edly car1e \j 

l.\... 
1~ t.o rAport at Fort 8nelling as ooon no posn1ble. on the 24th we 

took st.f1 hoat, t.o F'or.t, SnelJ.in11,, ar1:1vinp.: on t,he eve111np; oft.LA 

25t.h, v1here we recP.iVerl orders t.he 26th t.o be ready t.o 1°1arch at. a 

moment. 1 :; not ice . In t.he at't~rnoon we receivecl on.i:· un lf'or1.1s an rt 

~uns anct ec~uipment.s, and on the 27t,h we receiver! mar.ch).nf~ ordern; 

ancl at G o'clock, p .111 . nll of the Revent.h Her;i111ent, then nt the fort 

otart.ect b:y boat,, arr1v1nr, at. 8ha'kopee next morning. We Eot our 

hreakfant. nnd rP-ceived a.ixteen round~i of arn1.1un.tt.1on, nn<i ut. thre('} 

o •cJ.ocl:, JJ.lll, st.a-rt.ect for Fort, nirt~l;;y. We P1archerl lo r11iles and 

cru~iped 1·or the nj_p)1t,. 'rh1B be.Lnr, our r1rst. expe:r.11:l:nc~ at. pit.cl-.inl!, 

tent.a we inane a'ft'kward rrorl: of it.. Sept. 2, when ahout, 5 1111J.ei..; 

f'r•orn Fort. nictr,ley, J,ieut. Gol. Jl .1 .n.l !ar·shalJ. l·iAt us, beinf~ t.he 

f'irat, fielct ofricer o:f' our rer,irnent we had aeen. He conr!ucted uo 

t.o the f'ort., whAre w~ ar.r1vert about. 1 o 'clocl\.. '1.'wnt.s l't'ere nl-

ready pitche<i for uo. we began to e~t. dinner, or rat.her supper, 

hHVJ.np; eat~n our last rat.ions thut 11101'l1ing. 
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w~ soon rece 1ved urdei·s to be ready to warcL to rd-enr~crce Mc 

Phail, who had r,one t.n relieve Grant, 1 s C<'ltl!Jc:l1Y ,., t1 hl111 o . -,era wLorn tJ11e 

Indians had. surrouncteci a t. Biren Goule t~ . At 6 1 i l o c_oc ::., p.rn. \'Te "Vrere 

in line , ani two pieces or· h&.rct bread ~"aa is :n1ed to eac1-. man. rt, 

war,· :, l J. crht "'l f't: · d .~,; • o lpper a .er march1n~ 22 inilen an<i h;iv ine: 16 FiOL'e 

miler; t.0 march , nni t.11ut, 1·n th · · t .. • e n.t3 __ . • wagons vrere promised f'or 

aa many af; pos3ible. At, 6:lo we were w1t,h Gen. r.irJley •s whole 

i'orco . On the way to Birch Coulee v1e urrived at. abou t midri.ight 

within 2 r11iles cf' G "ant, Is c <:.•1.1p ' v111 ·~1·e ru 1t.l'. J .. Jc .!. <.u "' " Ph ail 'u Col'lnnn ct we 

lay on our arrn°. "' 11 t .... .ve werP- ca erl in .o lin~ at. day-l:i.g11t, , unci. with-

out. any breaki'ast. The ',1}· .. 1r·1:11· ~111 i1·ne v.r,--. !~ +1 ... ~ ~ - ·- .. . 1rov:rn nu •. anrl t.i1e adv~•nce 

be,:,an. 'J'h~ Intl1ans openert fire UJJOn 1..18, but at l<>nct ranrr'""' ... ll u '""' Bll'~ G 

f'rorn a Howitzer ""~r·"3 t.hrown ru•1onp.: them. we t ...i · 1 d ~ s ea11l. y a v anced, 

rutd t.hey retreated clown the coulee t,() t,·J·1e l'1·n,., t R · .. , ... - .es o .a iver. '.., 

l'eachert Grant's Cc=11nn 3t, c·tbout. i· o o 'clo"'-• . ..., r~' a. 111 . It was a sorEowful 

scene. Some o!' the survivoes t · t .riert ~o cheer , others only Hhert 

s ilent t. -~ urs,· :>orne ber::t .A...i r · r t +h ·r.. ~- ,\l '~ wa Jer , o ... i ers i"o:e t>Ol!1et.1:.Ll1f'.. to el-It. 

Tll~Y had i'ouf:,ht . . ~G hours without w~t.er and lit.t.le tu eat.. 

""' u , ~ ol .. ,, ea an:1. t.ent.s un·i VT <1p;, rns were ri<i<'l.lert with b11ll 0 .t,.... 11re f' 1 nd 1 2 d d _, 

89 ,..,oundeii.;anci 9o horse:; lay dead at t.l:e r;iel:~et rope. W0 of' Co111-

J>:i.ny B., half f'aminhect, got f'lour ann salt por}~ from captain Grant. , 

f'r ion tl:e r;orr~ , mad~ cake of flour Q"l"ln_ vrater an rt frierl. them in 

t.he yiork. f'at .• 

rno~n1ne; of t.11e rta.y bef'ore we buried the d8a<i, ann vri t:h t.lv~ vrunn4-

ed in wagons reached the f'ort about liiJ.dnight , having marched in 

2 d ays, 54 miles, almonji vrit.hout, rest . There were a g·reat 11ihTIY 

narrow escaper3. in Grant. 1 0 Cainp. A111ong th~!fl was a Gern1an wolllan 

fnun 'l ny Grant.' s prirt,y. She had been wounded· t.wo wee:i:~u br;i'ore , 

and hr-tct b;~en iP hi<ling 8 Lnce t.hnt t,iJlle. Tlv=iy f'H"<de 11el' aa cornrort.uble 

au lJOB~->1ble in a W0.8on by 11eraeli'. She lay t.here during ull tlle 

fi~ht.ing, unhurt., alt.hour,h I1Hmy bullat.o utruck the wRgon. 

OOlft'IJC UAT IOH OP' A.B.WATSOM 1 S NARRATIVE OF THE S!OU. OU'l'BHEAK, AUG.,1862. 

on the 18t.h, h uv1n tr; r~ceived mar0hing ordero, \Ye ~roaAed t.he 'Min-

nesot.a Ri Vt~r n~ar t he f'ort, and_ cn1aped on the aouth a id~ or a lake. 

There were f J.V f: compf-J.11ier. of thA iev (~,n t.11 tc),.,.et l1er n - r_, ,. O'.";' • on the 19th 

t.l1e reat or~ th8 corn.:uan<l crosaed. Sent 2otl A t t l t · .~ . , .1< w. 3,ar.e< u:p he 

south side of the Minnesota River in purunit of the Indinnn.. we 

f'ounri. nn1 t>uried the bodies oi' one white man an...i t-'vo ~ 'l _, IndianG. 

nurinp; t.he nieh t there were some builrl1np;(; hurnecl by tbe Indiana , 

a mtle fro1·1 camn, t.c:wrar<i. the river. ~11nd"Y c-eyt ')l h _ ., u , .--, , ' , • ., , l'l"e ruarc e<l 

abo11 t 16 rnJ.les , passed the ruins of Ped\'food A rt. gency, an crosuert 

the Redwood R1 ve1·. Same afternoon we founrl. and buried t he bocly of 

Georp;e Gleason, a JJI'omin··:n t man ubout the agencien. Qt.her. Day , a 

not.P.d , f'riendJ.y T.nctj_an. 1uho hacl conctuct.ed to snf'et,y a J.arr,e nnrnh{~r 

of' refugees, and now with t.he corm.ian<i as B ;out,, hurt tied _hia horue to 

a tr.ee in the e~e o.f the woocto near a d~sert.en. hourie, which hP- had 

entered. Upon hr.arinP, a 11o i3e , he r:m out. just, :tn time t.o sfle two 

Indj.ano on hi:; horse rncine; acroou t,11e v •lll-ey b:~yond r:if'l~ shot . 

Ot.l:er Day J.ool~r.rl cr~nt-fallen, but ~;aid: "iiever 1a Lnd; I r1ill 111ake 

that. up the f:Lr:i t, chnnce," an<l hP. riid at Woo rt J,;J}'-e, ser)t.. 22. we 

marched about 15 J1liJ.e~; nn<t cn111p~"' ,-l\ 1 !"':t .. ·•011t,_h ()f <" nr· .. ·11 otrear·1 ~-ii! ,J <~ • • tA '-' Utl. - •7 • l 

flowing f'ro111 Wood Lake. atJout ;-; 1°iiJ.es f.'ro111 Yellow Medicine River.. 

Spt . 23, revej.lle \1;-u~ nounctad at, 4 o'clock a . F1. in orncr. to ,<1arch 

early and t.o be ready XttXM~J:&k for any einergency. While the seventh 

\"lere eating brenkf.'ast., Ho111e of the Thi rel boyn nt.urt.ed nhead wi t,h 

<~ wag; on in orcler t.o .foraee. The Jwen t. with out orrteJ:>o. When they 

were a half' a 111iJ.e froin cmnp, t.he Indian3 attocken. th ~Ill, nnd came 

neur gobblinr, thEHii up . The rent of t.11e Third rusherl out. and got 

t.hei.r co111rades hack t.o curup , but. not. all of t.hen; t,1"Jre0. \•ere killed, 

and many wounrled. 'rhe Renville nangera jo1ne<i the Th:t:r.ri. Soon t,11e 

Inri:i.ans opAnert f'tra froi11 the ravine on tl-:e nort.h n.i..d~ of t.hP. cwnp. 

\Ye o:f t.11*' ftev enth Regirnent were dA!>loye<l toward t,hio ravine. we 

uctv ancecl and ma rte a charge on th" double-quicl:. That cleared the 
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ravj_ne and end(ltd the batt.le. The :firing was heavy f'or u short ti.111e. 

When t,he f'tring hact about ceaaeri, a f'ew Indiann were ti.iucovered 

otill in the tall Rrasa in tha 7'9 ~1,.;no ..: ___ ___ ...... .. ,~ . A f'e-;e uhoT,3 started them 
out. on the run, one trying to car.ry o:ff t.h•7 other. He wan sho t down, 

an<i lat.«~r tioth were round 1ead. one Indian nt art.od to run UJJ a 

smn11 ravine on the opvos1te side :f1~01r1 us . '.l.'here "a13 n stor1:1 or 

hul:i.et.H Bent aft.er h1In, ani he wao hit, an cl f P-11 rieveral times, 

but. ran t.o the hj_eh ground before he fell. I fir1~<'l. t,r;o 3hotn a t 

him, and WRS about the first to get. to hiru . He was stilJ. aliv e , hut 

soon ganpect hia last . He l1a<'l. nothinH on bu t his br~ech-clout. We 

f'ounrt he had been pierced by :Jeventeon balls, nine of Which were in 

in his body. We found imrt buri~d fifteen Incti ans. The loHE; to the 

co1tli11ann. 1.aran f our !~illed and thirty wounder·I . Other Day waa ab"11t 

t.he f'irut, out to the r~ront, and int.he t.hicr~ent of' the :fight he 

cnp t.urerl two ponieB ; nn1 so rn nde p,odd his f'orr1H~r los ri . A rnun of' 

our comp :.iny, Dan Dana. , cn:pturert a r>ony "?-"j.th saclrile rmd bri<Ue . He 

P.;ave it. to Captain Curtis, who rod~ Jt, durinr:, t ha res t o.f the Car:1paign. 

'fhe next day i'78 remRined in cmr.1> t,o Genrl buc1'~ t.he wounded . 'I'he 2 fi th, 

we were on t.h•=: march en:rly nn.i crouued t he Yell ow· Herlicine. \'!e 

ri ao n ert the Upper Yel J. ow Medicine Ar:ency. 'l'he In (liano ha<l burned 

all of t h e GovArn1•1ent Ru1lct.1nr,s . Sept . 26th w.3 pa:Jsed a desert.ert . 
vilJ. age, s aid to be neri Irons, unrt crune in sight of' t.he great. rriend-

ly Inrlin.'1 c amp of' 2000 or more, where t,hf! carit.iven were . It wn::; 

about h al f a mil e south of t.h~ Minnenot.a River . The com1i1ffi1d vassed 

to the no r t. h or· t.he Inctinn Camp , and went in+.o camp between it. and 

t.he river. 'f h is wao cnllerl Carnp Relef.illP.. Gen. S.i.bley went. \'.'1 t.h an 

escort ar.d .recei verI t.h~ •a whi tl~ capt 1 veu, abou t :5oo women anrl 

children. I helperl r,et dinner f'or t.hem. •rtiey wer~ a oorry loot:.inr; 
crowd. 

oct,. 24th, r.amp ReJ.ease was abanrJo:ne<'l, and the entire coinrnand 

vii th priBon~rs and friendly In rti ans, marche d f'or t.he JJower Ar;ency. 

Company A. ot.' the Seventh re-.joinert tuJ at Carr1p 8 ibley, t.hey having 

been detached buryine the dead about Yellow Hedicine. They :found 

' 

I 

.-

a wewan haJ.1: d&£•1ente ct anrt almost. n al~eleton, who had a lit,+.1e child 
1'1th her. ~he had "scaped the masaacre by h:i..rling 
along the Minnesota Rive.r. 

She ha<l. 111anaged f'or nomet1rrie to sub-

sist. on ber.rien and le av ea, and a:f.t,erw;.trdn ven t.uring t,o rtenert.ecl 

farms 1'or tnrni1;a and potatoes, which she at.e raw. A nurning baby 

had sicl~enect. an'l rlierl in the \'loodn. It neeme<i very remnrkt1hle 

tha t. she could have nnrv ivect , endurj_ne the coJ.d rn:i.ns nnd early 

snows fro1n Anr,uRt. 18th t.o October 87t.h T.J.thout. uhe1 ter or :fire or 
adequate food . 

uovP-mher 8th, the whole cornrn1-1nd ;'r'ith t.h':! prisoners tJhacl:led in 

wagono startert for Mankato. on the way, at Hew UJ.1a, the citizens 
I 

at,t.acked the t.r~an cl trieci. to kill t.he prisoners' but, t,te euurr~s 
i(ept. thern back. Here I will J11ention one lit,t,lc incident t.hnt hap-

pened: We passed t, he town about one rn.i.le to the south ot; it.; ht>i7ever, 

t he citizens were out, there, wo1uen .,.,i t.h th81J.' aprons f'uJ.l of' brick-

hats . There ivere t.wo rows of' guard:J on each side of the waeonr> . 

I wa~; p.:uarri on the Bi<ie next. to th~ t,o\'m. Th~ f'ir:it, I knefl, one 

ver y large Oer.111an womnn n1ipped throuf{h in fr.on 01:' me, an ct h.t t one 

o:f t,he Indtans on th·=: head wi t,11 a 1 nrge r> tone. WeJ.l, he f'eJ.1 rn1ck-

warclB out. of' t.he wagon, he be in~ s h ... :.J.cs nhackled t.o anot. he.r Ir:.-

diHn th::+. he1rt him, no he l"1an r1:r:-~~ 1'ed about f' j.ve rods . Then HY-

nelf' and comrade r>icked him up nnd put, }~ uri b nct in t he wae;on, ( I 

think t.he J;oor f'ellovr hnd a very 00r0 1:.Aact). V'e iu·rivf)d nt. Gru 1p 

I.incoln Hove1:iher loth. Wint.er ha r. net in mi rt i t w~u coJ.rt. an ct <lre nry 

campinp,. nee . 5th~ Carrip I.incoln wan nbnnclon cri Dn rt co.fil1.n!n n 111ov .i..nu 

int.o QlH1.rt.ero in vacant buildinr;s in Fnnta to. HP. re, on +,j,e 26 t.1;. 

clay of Decewb~r, 1862 , 38 Ir:.dirmn wer.P, han~ert 1' 7.'01 c1 one galJ.own. 

They harl been f'ounn g1i1l ty upon t.ri:.il or court, l!lart,ial or i.1annac1·:i..nr; 

~hi tea. It. \VFIS a public hunr.;inr,. The r.;allonn wore built. in t,he 

ntreet. in front of' t,he prinon, and it Tr<1n estimated that. tl ~cre were 

4000 peoplt'l on t.he grounrt. our company wnt1 st.ut.ioner1 on t.he went 

aid1" of' t.he ~allowo as ~unrcls. Tl111 InrtianG c1:u1e out fror•1 their .ia1l,1 
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and n1arohert up on th• rtlat:form and took their )llacee. S<>11e t' 

Yl'er~ dnnc1n1, tlome a1n~1ni.; find ~oine were Awokinc The ,,allows .. .,~., 

built . squarea•, a pout ~enter with a ro}H!t to kold ·····~· .. 
the platf'orr11 on which the Indians stood. 

whole f'ainiJ.y t.he Indir.ino had .taaaaacred, he alone huvint; c~acapecl. How, 

he i~ant.e 0i t.he priv llege of' cutt,i.ni; the ro1)e, which t.he oi'l'icera 
and they dropped, .. 

gl'anted him. As he c:ut. t.h~-:! ror;e,l\.one Indian fucine our coupany broke 

hlS rope. HyBeli' anri t. r·! o o t,hera JJiUl(ed him up and hune him up 
again. 

Af't.er the llocto1·0 had p1·onounced the111 al_L dead, r1e took t.he.1.1 dorm 

ann pl 11ce<l t.t,cm in a::.~.11y v1 agons , huuleci 1,heiu t,o a 1.>eilld-bur in the 

Minneuot,a River, and bur1ert thern about, two i'eet. deep in the snnd. ~ 

The next. morning I went dovrrt to wh?re they were buried
7 

anr.l. t.hay 

\\'ere all Rone. The doctors hucl p,obbled. t h~m all up. The.r.e were 

hundrecls or doctors there :f1•or.i dif1'f3Pent. cities all over the Union. 

Of' co. B. seventh Minn~aot.a llols. 

' I 
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