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I wish to speak in the mein to women who have not yet had experience
upan‘any jury, snd who may be dreading the call t¢ service. Many women snnd
probably many men have never been in a court room during a trial and are some-
ﬁhat terrified by the prospeet because their knowledge of the whols matter is

80 slight,

/ihe jury system is a very old institution reaching baeck t¢ the

ancient ﬁf@aks. It has always boon considered by the freest nstions ss one
of their moet precious instituitions, 1% has alweys hed the ssme Tunctions
that it now has: Oliving to every citlzen who is accused of a erime the right
%o be heerd and judged by a group of his fellow citizens--called a jury.

This group has slways been pilcked out indiecrinineteoly frem-the
maas of eitigens from sueh individusls ms feel unprejudiced smd can sgree under
oath tc decide from the evidence whait they believe to be the truth regsrding
the facts. The very essence of the jury eystem iz its principle of fairness,
and it is one of the greatest safeguards of liberiy ever invented. No person
e be convieted of a crime unless 12 persons sgree after heering sll sides, that
he is guiliy.

there are two kinds of juries on whieh any one af;;ay be eanlled to
serve,-=the Grand Jury and the petit jury. [Each yesr the names of a large
number of citizens are selecied by the judges of the Distriet Court from among
the ordinsry mitizana;wamaehaxigs, mercnants, teachers, fermers; and from these
nmaes are drawn, from time te time, the members of the juries.

The Grand Jury (in Minnmesota) consists of 23 members who hosr in
gooret seusions, the evidence againet asccused persons, Their function is not
te try any ease, but to deecide whether there is suffielent evidence of guilt
against the nceused to warrant a trial, The Urand Jury does not hesr ihe
agoused person, but only the witnesses who have evidence ageinst him, The
Grand Jury can dismiss the cese or can indiet the person snd send the cnse
to the eourt for trisl before a petit jury which hesres the evidenee on both
sides, and decides on the truth of the faects whieh it has heard. ‘There are

12 members on the petit jury end they must all apree sbout the case, LT even




one person differs there must be another trisl before smother petit jury.

In Tinnesots each Crand Jury serves for st lesst two monihs snd

heares dozens of enses, but & new petit jury ie drawn for each case which
gomes Lo trial,

Both kinds of juries are importent to the cause of Justice; for
the property, liberty, reputation, and in some states, the lives of thelr
fellow citizens depend upon their eareful snd conscientious decision, It
would be & calsmity if & bill now before our legislsiurs, which practicslly
abolishes Grand Juries should pess., There is no other body whiech reépresents
the citizenship before whom cases can have a carsful preliminary hearing.

A eitizen who ip summonod from the round of his ususl duties te
the judpgment seat on a jury should fesl himself honored by the itruet reposed
in him, sad should acecept the r@aggﬁﬁihility on this time~honored instituiion
ag a duty to hie felleow ecitizens,

But it has come to pass that the best qualified men have avolded
jury service so generally, that the qualiiy of juries hes not always boen of
the highest, snd the csuse of justice has suffered,

There are many other duties, often gratuitous, which a good citizen
segepte, Perhaps he must leave his businees snd serve many hours without com-
pensation, éxeept a good conscience, upon a city board or ae a director of some
welfare institution or ¢n a clvie commities., But jury service is one of the
oldest and mest fundemental of dthe duties thrust »pon the good citizen: it tekes
time, it satisfies no smbitions, sad brings no fame, It is ofien unileasant
snd brings the members of the jury into close quariers with the tragie, pathetie,

end eriminal side of life, and yel because enforcement of lew, and the fed thiul
administration of justiee are so fundmmental %o soeciety, jury service becomes
a selexm duty, and duly should never be regarded ss optional.

If we were standing for trisl, we would like %o put our ease belore

our equals; good, intelligent, conscientious jurors, snd not before the professional

hengera~out of the eourt room who serve for the mmall fee thet is given, snd not as
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s contribution to the cause of justice,
Ever sinee suffrage was granted 4o women they have expressly desired

t0 be slle

wed 1o ﬁ@rva on jurdes. It 4id net folloew; sccerding to law, that
begnuge wopen could vote, they could slso gerve on juries. fepeeiel legislne
tion had to be pnssed enebling them %o do €0, and in 27 states they sre rnot yet
allowed %o serve,
in Misnesots the lsw has bheen cheanged, so thatl women may serve
en the seme besis as men., It is coneidersd one of the best lawe relating
to the subject. If s womasn is ealled she can be excused only upon the dig-
eretion of the judge, DBines the law has been in operation mesny women have
been drawn to serve snd very few have ssked o be excused; they have maceptled
their vlain duty in the matisr as a2 part of thelr citizenship, Tomen are
taking 211 their eivie duties very seriously snd studying thelr problems
very carefully, and they have pretily generslly decided that the responsibilities
of ecitizenship are not a matter of personsl taste but of iﬂﬁividual duty.
The firet all-woman jury to git in a eriminel case wes called in
San Blego, California, in 1916, V¥hen these women had finished their case
end were dismissed, they got together and formed a permmnent organization to
the

study/jury system snd the lewe of California. They wanted to undsrstmnd the
system of whiech they were s part smd o learn to do their part intelligently,
That is the spirdi generally in whieh women are accepbing their eivie duties.

| Women have many qualities theat will meke them inereasingly valusble
gither on the Urand Jury or petit jury. In the first plage they have rela-
tively more leisure itime then men %o give te such work, Thon wonen ore deeply
interested in sceisl work, end s large shere of csses have to do with women and
shildren, snd with ceses reflecting publie morals., Then women ag o elass ore
respecters of law snd fieree chompione of equity snd justice. Judges are ssying
that the participetion of women in jury service iz = necessary step toward that

universal justice whieh we all hepe for. Ome Judge in Cleveland seid thael if

women ecarried inte their peliticel 1life the seme sbility they have showm in
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jury service, they would undoubtedly be the mesns of bringing about some marked
fundamental reforms in Ameérican government, Thig ssme Jwdpe also said that ss
jurors women have shown themselves more conseclentious snd hiphminded, and have
had a truer sense of justice than the men jursres snd that they sre not governed
by sentimental feelinpge =g much as men,

But while women are probably bringing meny valueble econtributions
to the eause of justice ag jurers, so slse the sxperience of jury service is
bringing much training 4o the new women elitizen., %

% When she gite through s tricl she lemrns meny things in a practicsl
menner regarding our leswsi shoe hes a chance 10 see in operstion the lawe which
a8 2 voteor she helps to pul upon the sitatute books, It ie =n educstional ex-
perience. Vomon are new Yo legal procedurs., She learns how a ¢age is iried,
end what part the judge, the atiorneys, w=nd the jury tske in the procedure,
Jury service i¢ = training in the rudiments of citisenship « the careful con-
sideration of the cage,the necessity of listening intently t¢ mll the srguments
én beth pides, the allempl 1o make a just and intslligent deeision, are very

importent steps in ihe training for posd eltizenship,

Eut perkepe the best training le not the lesrning of legel proceadure

and the penecliies for crime, bul in leerning sbout the soeial econditions of her
Toun and eounty.

lost women have not had mueh shence to know the @riminal'ﬁiﬁe of 1life.
Ghe hes not %@mlizad at Tiregl hand of the terpiations that surround her children
and other women's children. But no woman can zpend a term on the Grand Jury,
with A%s intimats revelatlona of wrong and iis startling revelation of dangerous
gogini conditions, without being a wiger and mors sympathetic eitizen; nor cen she
it Shrough a trisl, on the »etit fury, without » new snd deepening interesti in
her community.

Many women were % firast lukewerm in their interest in jury work,
but dozens of Himnesois womon have served during 1922, ind almoet everv one

has seid thet it wes "g valusble exveriencs.” A cireulsr letier sent 4o women
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who had served, broughi suweh replies as this, "I saw sueh a need for work vhem

i wae on the jury.” "I would not have miesed it for snything.” "1 feel thai

the pregsence of women is pardicularly neoosessery when sex guestions are dise

cusged end young girls and women have 0 festify.” "I found serving on the

jury ne hardehip bus s broasdening sxperience,” Nearly every womesn vho has

hed o chenee o serve feels that she has gained ¢ recl knowledge of humen

problems snd espacially of those conserned with the unfortunste end srring.
Woral probleme were never so pressing, snd good women sreé needad

wherever wrongs or's to be righted, There is no plesce where the study of

them ean be more thoughtfully mede then in the Orand Jury room or ian the

jury trial, Objections have boen made that women will heer wmany disegressble

thinge that will be wvery distestelul .- But if those disagreesble things sre

happening to other men and women, if wawholesome tonditions exist, then

women should hear of them for the sshe eof bettering econditions er righting

wrong conditions, For what else should we have sought ecitizenshis than %o

meke thig world betier?! Ve cennot maeke it betier ss long se we shun the

pight of wrong and refuse to faee dismpressbls dutiass,

nomen have set itheir faces towmrd being eitizens of the highest

type, and must not shirk jury service, nor any other duty to zoeiety,
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