






THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

its inseparable relationship to the prospects of future peace and 
security. 

Through a copy of tllls letter you will enlist the active coopera­
tion of the Departments and Agencies concerned. 

With warm regard, 

The Honorable Harold E . Stassen 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOU S E 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Harold: 

Denver, Colorado 
October 18, 1955" 

The doctors a re relenting slightly their rigid rules as to 
my conduct here in the hospital and have allowed me to 
try to thank, however inadequately, each one of you for 
the competent and completely selfless manner in which 
you have carried on the governmental business du~ing 
these last few weeks. Sometimes I think I take too 
much for granted the loyalty and devotion of each of yOUj 
I assure you that such an attitude merely reflects my own 
sincere admi ration for the competence of the individuals 
who sit around the Cabinet table. Later I shall try to 
express my appreciation in person; meantime this note 
will at lealit tell you that I am most keenly aware of your 
devotion and dedication to the best interests of the people 
of the United States. 

But now I want you to know that Mamie and I are delighted 
at the promise of the flowering quince that will bloom in 
our lane this coming spring; we hope each of you coming 
to the farm will be able to share with us the beauty that 
your gift will provide, and we join in deep appreciation of 
your thoughtfulness. 

With warm regard, 

Sincerely, 

h:z-. 
P. S. Your musical "Happy Birthday" far exceeded in 
technical excellence many that I heard. 

The Honorable Harold E. Stassen 
Special As sistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 27, 1955 

Dear Harold: 

Saturday morning the Vice President presented to 
Mamie and me, on behalf of the individuals who 
sit around the Cabinet table, a pair of lovely gold 
candlesticks. Mamie and I are truly delighted to 
have such a magnificent gift, and grateful to all of 
you for your thought of uS this holiday season. 

Again my good wishes for a fine New Year to you 
and yours, and my warm personal regard, 

As ever, 

The Honorable Harold E. Stassen 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Disarmament 
The White House 



THE WHIT E HO US E 

WAS HINGTON 

December 27, 1955 

To the Members of the White House Staff: 

Mrs. Eisenhower and I are truly delighted with 
the gold dinner service given to us by the mem-
bers of the White House staff. I assure you we 

, share a profound feeling of appreciation of the 
continued thoughtfulness that is shown to us by 
the members of our staff . 

I am sorry that this year we could not arrange 
a staff Christmas party, but at least I can report 
that General Persons ably represe,nted the staff1s 
sentiments when he brought us, Saturday morning, 
your wonderful gift. 

With best wishes to each 'of you for a Happy New 
Year, and assurances of our lasting gratitude to 
all , 

The White House Staff 
Washington, D. C. 



DOE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

DeceIYlber 29, 1955 

Dear Harold: 

At the close of the two early years of this AdIninistration, 
I attempted, however inadequately, to express to members 
of the intimate official family IYly appreciation of the dedi­
cated services each has devoted to the welfare and advance­
ment of our country. 

This year, because of my illness, the obligation I feel to 
you is even more pronounced than previously, and my task, 
consequently, the more difficult. 

The three months just passed have proved, to me and to 
many Americans, once again the strength that is inherent 
in a team of capable people dedicated to a common goal. I 
hope that each feels great satisfaction in your accomplish­
ments, just as I feel a profound pride that this is so. 

I aIYl afraid it would be presumptuous for me to "thank" you 
for your efforts, but at the very least, permit me to say I 
recognize, with the clarity produced by hospital room and 
convalescence, the tremendous debt lowe each of you, and 
I salute you for a job well done. 

With all the best to you and yours for a fine 1956, and, as 
always, warm personal regard, 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Harold E. Stassen 
The White House 



DRAFT 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Governor Stassen 

For future guidance, you may wish to consider a d the 

following questions : 

1. NSC Action No . 1419, June 30, 1955, said: 

"~. Agreed that the U.S., in its own interest, should, 
as interrelated parts of our national policy : 

(1) Actively seek an international system for the 
regulation and reduction of armed forces and 
armaments . 

(2) Concurrently make intensive efforts to resolve 
other major international issues . 

(3) Meanwhile continue the steady development of 
strength in the U. S. and the free world 
coalition required for U. S. security. '" 

Does that continue to be present national policy? 

2'. NSC Action No . 1419, June 30, 1955, also said: 

"c. Agreed that the acceptability and character of any 
international system for the regulation and reduction of 

armed forces and armaments depends primarily on the 
scope and effectiveness of the safeguards against 
violations and evasions, and especially the ins~ction 
system. " 

Does that continue to be present national policy? 

3. NSC Action No . 1419, June 30, 1955, also said: 

"d. Noted the President t s directive that the Special 
Assistant to the President on Disarmament, in 
consultation with the interested departments and 
agencies, should: 

(1) Develop methods of inspection which would be 
deemed feasible and which would serve to 
determine what would be acceptable on a 
reciprocal basis to the United States . w 

Does that continue to IDe present national policy? 
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4. NSC Action No . 1513 approved by the President Februar,r 15, 1956, 
said: 

1t(4) That the Special Assistant to the President for 
Disarmament be authoriZed to explore and develop, 
as a basis for negotiation with the USSR, his 
proposal for the designation of small strips of 
territory in the U. S. and the USSR within which 
the feasibility of inspection systems would be 
tested. lt l 

Does that continue to be present national policy? 

5. NSC Action No. 1513 approved February 15, 1956, declared 
the U. S. disarmament position to be taken in the Subcommittee Meetings 
of the United Nations Disarmament Commission which took place in 
March and April 1956 should include the following: 

"ia) Proposals for advance notification of projected 
movements of armed units through international 
air or water or over foreign soil . 

Proposals for an exchange for a test period of 
a small number of inspection personnel who 
could be used as members of inspection teams if 
an inspection agreement is subsequently concluded. " 

Does that continue to be the U. S. disarmament position 
for future negotiations? 

6. The Annex to NSC Aotion No . 1513, approved qy the President 
on March 1, 1956, rea~ as follows: 

"If the Eisenhower aerial inspection and blueprint exchange 
proposal, with accompanying ground inspection, is accepted, and 
if such a system is proven to the U. S. to be satisfactorily installed 
and operating, and assuming the poll tical situation is reasonably 
stable, the United States, with the other nations concerned, 
would be prepared to begin a gradual recipriboal, safeguarded 
reduction of armaments , armed forces , and military expenditures . 
For illustrative purposes, in the forthcoming session of the 
United Nations Subcommittee, the United States Representative 
is authorized to indicate that such reductions would presuppose, 
as a basis for measurement and in a specific manner to be mutually 
agreed, froce levels of 2.5 million men for the U. S., USSR and 
China; corresponding appropriate levels for the UK and France and 
~~hers to be determined after consultation with the representatives 
of these States . " 

Does this continue to be U. S. policy? 
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7. on June 29, 1956, this office circulated a memorandum to 
members of the National Security Council which included the following 
proposal.: 

"h. The United States to continue negotiations in 
s accordance with existing policy for the installation 

of the Eisenhower type aerial inspection system to be 
combined with the Bulganin type ground control posts 
and with financial inspectors , for an effective method 
of providing against the possibility of great surprise 
attack, and to verify agreed reductions of armaments, 
armed forces, and mill tary expenditures on a gradual 
and safeguarded basis . H, 

Is this proposal approved? 

"j . The U.S . should be willing to favorable consider 
the progressive development of an inspection and 
control system which would contribute to providing 
against surprise attack, if the system could be 
safeguarded against providing a false sense of security, 
even though at the outset it was not adequate for a 
permanent arms control system. Partial aerial 
surveillance coupled with ground posts and 
radar installations, under some circumstances, 
could fill such a description. II' 

I s this proposal approved: 

~-----., tl· "g. The U. S. to propose that all states agree that / -, \ 
, . \ \ ~ any research or development activity directed 
~ ~ - toward sending objects through outer space or 

~r 
\,1\ traveling in outer space shall be devoted 

exclusively to peaceful and scientific purposes, 
and shall be open to international participation 
on a reciprocal basis . Further provede that no 
outer space tests or long or medium range missile tests 
will be conducted without appropriate international 
participation and that an effective inspection system 
be installed to verify the fulfillment of the 
commi tment . '" 

Does the President authorize this proposal? 

The U. S. to express willingness to agree with 
other nations not to test nuclear or thermonuclear 
explosions after July 1, 1957, and to permit an 
effective inspection system to verify the fulfillment 
of the cormnitment. " 

The Department of state submitted on August 31, 1956, a 
instead of negotiating for international agreement respecting 

~.A,.. 
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tests of nuclear weapons, the U. S. forthwith make a unilateral 
declaration that lIlIJ: "for a period of at least one year, the 
U. S. will abstain from conduct iDg; any tests of nuclear weapons 
with a yield equivalent to 100 kilotQns~or more of high explosive . " 

~ ___ And that, "after the period of oI?-e year, the U. S . will continue to 
. abstain from weapons tests in excess of 100 kilotons yield so long 

as this appears justified by the actions of other powers 2Kdx 
having nuclear weapons programs . " 

Which of these does the President approve? 

The State Department proposal, if approved, h1 AEC and Defense, 
would certainly not be opposed by this office . It does involve~-P 
balancing of considerations whether the possible public benefits and ,~ 
public approval of immediate unilateral action outweigh any possible I 

negotiating advantages involved in existing U. S. policy. 
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Septenber 4, 1.956 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THRU : Governor Stassen 

FROM: Ambassador Peaslee 

SUBJECT: Report on Matters Discussed 1'iit.h The President July 31, 1956. 

In response to yOUX instructions, conferences were sought w:i.th 
th,e SeeretarJ of State, the Secretary of Defense and the Cb.airman of 
the Atomic Energy Commission, to discuss with them t heir p resent think­
inG regardu),g future steps regp~cting ~'tent lind tation, inspection 
ant~ cont rol. 

Reports are at'kched" 

Recommenaat.ions: .'-
1.. Presidential d.ecision upon any points which any departments 

desire. For prior ~C action see los. 1328, l4ll , 1419, 1496, 
1510, 1513, 1522, 1553, 1561; also President's speeches, 
lettel"S to Bulganin and instructions to Stassen. 

2. Quiet. exploratory bilateral discussions with the U. K., France 
aud Canada, respecting possible specifir.; concreto action i..YJ. the 
area of an inspection and "control" syrt.em. 

3. After &.greement amou,«, the f .our powers ~~hen cons ider, 1...'1 con­
sul tation w1. tIl them, possible quiet, d', . .'3 cussions 'With t,he 
Soviets. 

4. Avoid setting any date for resumi"'lf~ formal five-pOI.ie r dis ­
cussi.ons until and unless there is prospect of e mer ging f rom 
them 'With somathing concrete. 

Arne.:; J. Peaslee 
Deputy Special Assistant 

t,o the President 



PrMidEmt .~ 

(1) A~aptcJ.ce spt..~cb Gf Au~t 23, 1956c 

ttll1ith. $UCh. ~ war bas oooo<~e not just tr~, hlt 
preposterocs. 

( ~ ) St4t:el"llent ot A~!;ns l;. 26 .Nf($t"ding USSR te3t explosion 01 Augllet 24. 

"I wish a,s;ain to e~ the necessity t or effective inter­
nat1o.nal c®t.rol 0: &or.tic ima--gy and such international. 
control. Qf at-:.lmie energy and ~s of adequatcl.¥' safe~~ded 
·:ii..~Jatoon"t as are l3l:JV feasible. " 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 13, 1956 

Dear Harold: 

Many thanks for your note. I only wish these 
"milestones" didn't seem to rush up on me with 
increasing frequency! 

With warm regard to you and Esther, 

As ever, 

The Honorable Harold E. Stassen 
The White House 
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. ~ommissio.n 

~"~;:,~,;;l:"'; , Conmenta of July 26~ 1956:­

U.Jt. -

ft.;. effeOt1"'ieinspection ~iem is an essmti.al. prP..requisite to 
arms reduetiGll • eCl: • • • 

"C~t1rmation of ~~tia:tiOll3 18 a des-irablJJ neeeasari a.rn~l"Oiacl:t .. : 
providin"", that it is cl.eulT :recogtlized as anlT a u ...... ,-L.L.>. 

to actual. disa.rmametlt. 

"'!'he EisellboWer aerial ~pect1oe plan p"poeflld 
SCONd the most tel.l.illg rtctory ~ achi.eftd b7 

JCS eCl!JllEnUl of Februa17 29, 19$6, 

l'J.'he dewlopRJmt and 'impl.el¥'ntat!on or an 
~d not he dependent upon acceptance or -j.\\\\\'\"":;'.\¥.:~'\s 
tion . cr..reement. It . 
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char and adequate proPQSSl.s tor supervising, aDd controlllng t.b$ 
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equality and. recipt"'.Jci t7 ... Jot .. ~ .' 
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THE WHITE HODSlSPECJAL ASSISHNT TO 
WASHINGTON 

Noy 19 3 53 PM '57 
AugJ~~~R8~~fg\1: S/OA 
Novembex 18, 1957. 

Dear Harold: 

I have your note of the fourteenth and will 
have it studied by the people you suggest 
before I comment on it in a specific way. 

As ever, 

/It . 
The Honorable Harold Stassen, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

• 



Dear Harold: 

ODE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Gettysburg 
December 30, 1957 

Again a year's end is upon us. Together we have spent 
twelve months in tne onerous, demanding, often confining 
but always rewarding, wo.rk of the Federal govern.m.ent. 
So I want to try once more to tell you of my lasting appre­
ciation of the great service you are rendering. To you 
and your associates I am deeply indebted for invaluable 
support and assistance. Specific instances are witnout 
number. They serve only to remind me of the real grati­
tude that lowe to all of you individually and collectively. 

Above everything else, I want to thank you for your dedica­
tion to our country's welfare and for the unswerving loyalty 
which have characterized your work in our country's behalf. 

As, together, we approach the New Year, to continue tasks 
already begun and to tackle tnose that will be new, I expe­
rience that lift of spirit that come s from tne realization 
that I am surrounded and assisted by able and firm friends. 
My confidence in the future stems, in great part, from my 
knowledge that the Administration is ricn in its possession 
of men of character, ability and. integrity. 

With best wishes for the happiness of yourself and your 
family, and for continued success in 1958 -- and with warm 
personal regard, 

As ever, 

A.K-
The Honorable Harold E. Stassen 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

- • 

, 
I 
f. 
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THE WHITE H O USE 

WAS HIN GT ON 

November 5, 1958. 

Dear Harold: 

The post mort ems will be loud and long M_ but you 
must feel a great sense of gratification that you 
were able to help in the election of Hugh Scott. 
I have heard many reports of your able, effec­
tive work on his behalf, and I want you to know, 
at the earliest moment, of my deep appreciation 
of all that you did. 

I dare hope we have learned our lesson; for my 
part I shall work as hard as I can between now and 
1960 to win the campaign for the Republican cause. 

With my warIll thanks, and personal regard to you 
and Esther, 

As ever, 

The Honorable Harold E. Stassen 
Fidelity-Philadelphia Trust Building 
Philadelphia 9, Pennsylvania 

',': 
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