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Minnesota is filled up vith people who came from oth^r lands.

All should /Hve acknowledgement to a ^reat discoverer - Columbus.

State of Minnesota is a composite of these people.
\c spiritin this state is more important than

democratic insitutions. Getting alon^ vith the other fellow.

A little United Nations in each community - f'reat melting pot of

humanity. Cultural traditions live in the hom^s of these American

citizen? thereby enriching our national }.ife. America today is a

composite of minorities - essentially composed of hundreds and

hundreds of minorities. i:<?n's liv-?? are enriched 'because --<f

contacts with other people.

Columbus va s called a Ireainer, fool, iiealist. Credit to a

man to t>p called th«se thinr1'. Sveryone that has sv^r amounted to

anything has been celled a drea.vsr. Their words will live on into

eternity. Scientists have always been Ktorned. -hen a person conies

forth vlth a new idea, he will always be attacked.

"Have >.'e Discovered America?" Ve need to re-sya^ine what

this country really l;s. How raany -oeople really appreciate vhat

the Declaration of Independence really means? All Ken are created

equal - powerful vords, '''hen these vords w.a.re written, the world

was under the strong hand of dea-notism. Signers of the "Declaration

vere vigorous youn," men. Amerlccns today have forgotten meeniniR;

of th°se tfords. If all men are created ©nual, hov can there be ao

much discrimination, so much .:nti fe^lin^ in this country?

The only secret this country ever had was the secret of freedom.

More powerful than the force of the atomic bomb.

What do we mean by America? Just a peacp of land? If that is

the ease, it is not as great an we think it is. Many countries are



-2-

'

richer in natural resources - many have larger populations - greater

?rea than we have.. America is more than just a piece of land. '"•%

must understand what this country symbolizes - realize what it really

amounts to is a living reality of the .Oeraocratic creed. It is easy

to learn - hard to live up to.

Dignity of the Individual is tLe essence of the democratic

system. Freedom of confidence. Brotherhood of man. NPVST let it

be said that people haven't been reminded of the essence of what

America really is. *^e discover America when we learn of the

G ons t i tu t i on. 43 states brought together unler tlie Const! tut 1 on.

Protection for human ri -rhts and propertv rights. .Federal system of

government - center of po'-'er and preservation of rights and. liberties.

We discover America when we find, out that this country Is dedicated

to human velf are. '"hose who exploit, despoil this country, American

system is dedicated to aehievment. Dedicate to the little man.

America should, learn that "nen ,^re?= t bills are br^u ;ht to the attenion

of our Legislature, vhatevsr ve do for the least we are doing; for ?

Great men he.ve stood out for huaan rights as veil as property rights.

Lincoln was condemned for his vision, l~>ad »rship, P. nd rlrep.^in^. .

Theodore Roosevelt, '.Tilllam J. Bryant,, and V'oodrow *'ilson all express*

the will of the people. "--'ilson ,^av© this country something new when

he set fortn the ld«a of the League of llations.

This country v-ent through a bleak period of history - In

the 1920's, people forgot that democratic rtolitics had to have a

coda of morality. :So hope without honesty in political office.

People are tired, of politics! "bunk". People of America will stand

up for honest men in. poll tics. .

Period of "shake-down" - be^an to discover Anerica a^ain.
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Ve reached deep down into the soil arvl back s-cound and re-vitalized

democratic institutions, "e must never sacrifice constitutional

liberties or human life or property. ' e need to keep the govern-

mental institutions to serve the people rather than have people

serve the government. Jesocracy la very very durable. During the

period of the 30' e new prograna went into effect. Made lots of

mistakes 'but at least '-'e did sourthln,^ - revitalised the faith of

the people.

When ve vent to var, the world discovered America. var has

proven that taose people vho were destined to be huiaan derelicts

are unsung h»roes. Spontaneity is characteristic of people vho

love freedom. During var we trebled national income - carried

out great health programs, ?tc. ^quipped army - extended aid to

allies. All of this enabled people to discover America's resources.

This country is as rich and strong as its people. This America

must take on new responsibilities before ve can discover the

America that we want.

Peace must be dynamic. The victor of -a war uust decide what

it is tfoinf'r to do vith the world h» has won. ''hat is our program?

tfttat are we going to do? Just have armies of occup tier? To

/;%ome people, peace is just the cessation of hostilities. Peace

/ should be the re-desi^ninff of tomorrow. W« need to be thinking

/I
about tomorrow. People who ap^nd their time thinking a bout

yesterday nave lost the hope of tomorrow. "-re need to turn about

I'ace .and look tc the future - into the bright sunlight of the

/ f'uturei. Going to be preca.rious - has to be worked for and fought

^ -for.
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America must /*ive leadership - must £ive, ,f?ive of much

our money, our intellectual leadership, »lve in our ovn country

the kind of economic set up that nrovldws security for our own

people. We cannot £iv« world leadership if ^e are caught in

mass unemployment. There is no room in America for people who

cannot see the future. American labor has mad.e a. ̂ reat contribution

/,/ ap hr.n business. Ve must have hirh va-?es. .Bup.ineps and. labor

must r«cof:nize the farmer - muot "b^ ,^ood. liyin^: condit Ions on

the faring vith modern conveniences t °tc. America must combine

these forc"?s to b*? stron/* if it i* to .^lv« leadership. Str«n,»th

does not roean mpn in crisis. There Is en opportunity for every

nan and those opportunities must be >nr.de available. ':Te will

discover America vhen vr«? expand our educational facilities - when

ve reco,»ni-v» that every person ou^ht to nave the ri^;ht to have

a good-ho.T-e in vhich to lire - modern and clean. -'e have to hove

living conditions that are conducive to Imroven^nt. ^e are

living in a fluid, society - r. country that has flexibility.

'•.fe need politic?! vigilance - sconnsic vigilance. By working
an

together, --e will to ve d i scovsred'America which will be the

dream of all p. en --rat Ions.
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even this situation is not hopeless. When 250,000 housewives in Now

Orleans sign personal pledge-' to avoid black marketf. and pay only cei

prices food prices almost overnight went down 5 per cant. Similar pledges

will bo aekad throughout the whole country. Hers it? tn opportunity .for

Minneapolis labor to actively cooperate with the Civilian Defense and

price «;Uni.nist ration officials in a frontal attack upon the rising cost

of living.

Labor id doing its job in production. Minneapolis la' or is to

be commended upon ite fin© *A-ork in civilian deianse, MlfBHHMdM|p| its

participation in every war service activity. It rtas xfcxworaxjtjcx

actively xf pftrtioipatecl in the hlood donor drive for the

American Jf-.ed Cross, 't hss j.lvea its whole-heat s-ed cooperation to the

Clothin;; for fcussia Drive, It has assumed # iaa.'or re .-possibility for the

sale and purchsii« oi < • ' r bonds asion,' workers. Jabots LandiP, i i r^-tor of

the Office of Hivilien Defense, recently remakred "The citie: Riid towns

which have Isunohsd the ',6et Kuooe.c; f\\ attacks upon their wrir-time

problems hev« he-'n those which gai'0 to or^anieed laoor a useful place

in the top council*; of their ueienne orga iifttionE,'* Am^rloans sgree that

laoor nas done itt- job in th« winning of the war. It ie imperative that

labor also give immediate attention to the economic-an el political issues

arising out of war mobilization and the more difficult $roblems of the

post-war demob!dnation. On this Labor Day American workers are ri-iitly

askinr government itsouxStxst ^ifc«sx*«tSxSts^Fi»xx»-^x!KxlotxtexJ?k«x*A-*dj*M

ti*u4&iiB*iiB&tot&ii&^

X to adhere to th« jacotxiaa demand of unconditional surrender, to push

vigorously the bailie agwinst inflation, to require equality of sacrifice,

to check exorbitant profits, and to plan intelligently for the post-war.
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- - - - Hubert H. Humphrey, Jr,

IIK)3l-IA::iOa - TIL. 3'ffU'iflKEH OP BBKO€RACT__

"lids -war will not b« won by men and rmchines alone. f£he pot»r of an

idea, the courage that comes through reasoned Tinderutanding, these

ai*e the iiitfaigibie, the secret weapons of a free people.*

war means that this ia your war. It is -the struggle of all

the people. JOvsryoaa is important. There are no priorities when we

think of husaa beings. Our men of the arned forces, our industry,

our labor, our fastaers, all of us will fight for victory. Yet,

let us reneiaber victory ia more than th® military defeat of the

e.aejay, Victory is the "ouildirio of a new and better world. She

hope of total victory lies in the willingness of the people of

democratic faith to dresra new visions, to chart aev plans of social

organization, to dare to try nein Ideas and make the so-called

impossible a living practical reality.51

"We oust recapture the audacious enthusiasm of aaznocr&cy. A "belief

in the comiaon man, a faith in o\irs&lv0s and our God, these are the

fundamentals of a free people,ft
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"Democracy is a constant challenge* It requires the best of every-

one. It cannot be tx>ught in the market place. Ita cost is

cent-arias of "'blood, aweat, and tear*," It Is seeraissgly fragile,

yet asaatiicsly strong. It demands continuous nourishment. It

lives only where isen are willine to think and study, plan and

achieve, yes, it is the "roclsy road." "out its duraMlity, its

essesatial perfectibility is uoequaled. A i'rea people eannot

long "be free unless they are aa informed people. "Seek ye

the truth, and. the truth shall make ̂ ou. free"- - - That is

the cdiallenge of democracy."
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s have realized more and more th^t ''t Is as

necessary to or^erc? for -:;--"ce r"3 to ^r-3 -"re for '."ar. People -re be—

i:;.nlng to r--<-.li'?e that It take-^ ev-n '-. longer time to sehieve -;epce

and It Is n far mor« compile ted process even than the waging of x?ar.

W« are at present more fortunate than the nations were after

the ^sst ••"-«.!.•. P*-ce -r obi. ems h^e, been brought under d locution *>.nd.

responsible organizations? h^ve been created for the g t - idy of post- war

problems. We now realise tb&t p-.«oe IP not an Ideal '-'hi oh must wait

for i t - fulfillment after the cesaat 'on of hos?tn.itiei. Peso® making

raiiat start even before the ar Is brought to an end if we are to be

able to f;o through the processes leveling from war conditions to peace

00 rid It ions.

Agjs.in, we Ofin «s«y that gre«t progress towards the attain-

ment of ?nt--:rnatlonp,l -^sourlty hps be«»n made, but we are In «3osne dsnger

of b .-••• lieving; that everything is ':8'ell -.vith the ^orld hecm*?e •"•*. h^ve had

p number of documents and a nurab-T of confer -moes. The Atlantic Snart-'OT,

The United Nations Declaration, the Mosco^ agreement, aid other d.oou—

m-ntf* of historioql an-1 politJ"rrl import-nee do not ^Ive ug any oonorete

attainment. They hold oat certain hope*?. They enunciate certain prin-

ciples. They -ill r^s.n little or nothing unless the principle s contained

th rein ---r? translated into political aotl.m.

One of the factor^ which serloursly handicapped the attain-

nent of vorld «?c-'.rlty .^ft^r '*or"d '-^r I was that the L>^ue of Motions

.,-, £ ,1?ar tlita dream -"hi oh --as never comple'ely converted into a peace

time reality, "'.lille the military aspects "»¥ the "rar -!/ere being carried

through to ». «ucce«sful conclu-ion on th« battlefield, the <?t- teamen

of the -/orld did little or nothing to Irani em-3nt their broad pronounce-

ments of principle for the st-tsinraent of pes»ce. The 1> 'gu« was a i'?ar



time dr@aa nev-r converted into a mrce ti^s reality,

The United Nations of World War II ig a '*ar time coalition

dedicated not only to total victory ov.?r our enemies on the battle-

field, but ilgo the molding ?nd forming of the mechanises and processes

of ••.e-'-.oe,

There is in the mlnda of the people and In the plans of govern-

ment "n unprecedented concern ">*? '-r the post war "eriod. There is a

sob^r realization that international security mast be attained and

that a secure and prosperous economy is a basic factor in the building

of a world free from âr, M^n of vl-lon snd underst »jiding fully realise

that there will be no international peace in a ̂ orld plagued by de-

pression, economic chaos and civil strife. Likewise, tĥ re o« be no

domestic security or prosperity In a world threatened by World v/er III.

Int --rn«ti 'nr̂ l oe; ce and domestic security are inseoarable.

The ^rg-'rtiaation of v»erce involves three rmtn nroblsms.

first is the establishment of International machinery for the ma in ten*

ance of ;>e~ee and coo-'-er- tlon between n&ti^ .s. "Th.e second is the t>ro-

motion of trade %nd commerce between the nations and. -within the

in order to nttaln eoonosslc s^-blllty^ The third is the kind of 3

of living th/'t "fe_will_help to foster in̂

1 believe th#t "';~ have now Arrived at the point where ?̂e .t-;re

willing and ready to participate in the est^blipshineiit of internet lorn 1

organization for ne.-̂ ce. Republican?? and Democrats, business ;ind labor,

in the great majority of ease^, ssr« in ngreeraent in their sunoort of

an intern-- 1 ion =«1 security organisation backed by force. The era :<hasis

upon force reveals an inner sen^e ;)f s?us^lclon and. distrust. P"-aee is

not r.terely a -FO' lea of force. It iq even more a cae ti^n of mutual

confidence. 1;-ith confidence established smong the nations, very little
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force "/I"1! he needed to maintain pa-ce. "Uthout this confidence, no

force will "<e big enough to prevent outbreak*! of ne-* war 3.

Our fir t n.wtlon^l problera geeros to be the problem of national

di?'tr?st, nation -I ^r^Jjudice <:?nd unwillingness to accept our . avtn-M's

evvn *wK.m̂  the United ^>ti ->n . "e -re const>;nt-lv asking ourselves ?>nd

others whether "re can tru^t Russia or '-̂ ngland. fhe right approach

to pence 1°. to ?-'g": ourselves, *Hoi« far c^n .Russia trust us?* Ko;v far

can Snrrl^nd tru^t .̂a?11 What nati/n h«is the "best reason for eufi

and distrust of otherst*

The growing re;~ litati -j\t our economy before this war v*as

living on borrowed ti-?te and leaving In its -path umiolved problems of

unemployment end economic raaladjustmenta is indeed a heylthy and

Mnoo'ir^.^ing a'lr;n. '?e '.re afrnld of the consequences resulting from

mass unefflployaent. <:»« r.re properly woi rled ov&r the rehabilitation of

vet^rpns anrl the readjustment into economic life of the men and woraen

of our amed services and the -̂ rkers in the factories. American bu-

siness and labor -cannot pass ov^r the:--@ mfitter?? li;v,ht;ly. America's

contribution to -;/orld pe~ee '.-'ill be in our gnarnnteei'iig to

--rnd to the "TO rid -?n .̂ b-tm̂ ant, prosperous and strong economy,

- ;--re the very .henrt and core nf International trpde and finance,

'/%taver -vs <;.o, whrst-ever be our achievements or our mistakes will not

only effect the people -••f this country bat will hs»ye direct effect

upon the relationships .>f the nations of the -vorldL.

In reference to the third problem effecting world ^-eace,

n,?Kely the kind ;f government and Institutions of Living th?t 'vlll be

established in othar countries, -73 must be ev~rr ailit^nt In our demo-

cratic ideals -and filled ;cith understanding ;:3tisnoe. The waoples of

Europe are not ,-,oing bac1' to the ->rewar conditions. Eie reople of
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Fr nee, B»l, luaa, Greece and Poland are not going to £i~»e themselves

over t- the reactionary «p:?-: sing end collaborating Ie~der3 that

failed. In their ^utle?. It rould be * tragic mistake for America to

consent to or be a p--.rt of any ru>ve to frustrate the hopes slid aspira-

tions of the ;>eople of the 7 lV.>r»ted countries. The Italians, the

OTee^.*, the Fr •=?)'• oh, the Bel^i-ins arKi 9.11 the otb-:rs? are t;;.roagh --v

sis:i|:x errloit-^rp an/ political ov^t-lords. They ^.re crying out for what

we Achieved In 1776, They ;^re revolting against their master". V.'e

Asn^rloans, of sll people, should, be r-ble to unde^st^ml thtilr problems.

We should m-ik® our ^olce ^trong and powerful In T-ehg.lf of freedom, '.'/e

should call to t asflc any imp^ri^l r-*.mMtlons on the --art oif O'JT allies*

Bo--', If evsr, t!"e should >••» the .^opl® and ths nation who give strength

nr courage to the people1? movement In er-ry llh^rnted country.

History t«9ohi»s us that sooner or nater the democrfitio aspirations of

the^e li^-T^ted people Till he fulfilled.

L^^der^hlp in America la support of th«-'-e idej?l3 and principles

aust oom« not only from the alect^d political repreaentatlx'es, but

-?.l«o rau^t covp:e from the business and professional community. American

business lias more to gain fro;- «orld 3e-curity .?nd more to loss fron

world oh?.os th^n any other single group In O'.T ol'/llatlojis. .toerloan

people au'i'-t realise "/« ^re in the vr-ry canter of the state, of interw

n^.ti •).!-;?.l politics. If TS ,-^re going to h*n?e a ;:»?.rt, it v;171 be a

leading -art.
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Po&sibly th*» greatest political achisveaent of world
riar II i.5 ths format ior of a coalition known as the United
JJationa. Th*; co::iraon denominator and oh© common bond of all of
tho members of tins United Nations i;-: their belief in the essential
dignity of the individual. This factor transcends &11 difference^
-•aid proiiuot'j? t<. jyaool of unity ;thich can oecosae the nuclaous of
a world federation, such sta mjuiy of u;> wiah for and dream about.

A ,

The Unit ad l«ationu raoa.n> sore than American snd British
collaboration; it laeans moro than American and Britiah c;eteiiain&--
tion of -.var and political strategy. Ii* it is to bo «n ef'fectutel
force in tha ultimate dastracticn cf I f j j j e iyu j and all that Hitler
»nd his cohorts stand i'or, it tauat become in fact ana in reality
ivhat its none utatea to be it a purpose. It mu^t become an inter-
national organiaation of equal pov-ere v;iih mutual responsibilities
and e?;uivl pr&dtige. As Mr. Killkie cc fcptiy put it, the time is

{.MI at when -?e cr:..n t;;lk of i'irst-clp.f3£> powers and o
Thia world is far t,ou ^m^Il to penait an artificial

aivisiors fuvicng peoploi' on ?.< first-olasa an,i aecond-class basis.
The Uni' ;v^ Action a i.ieul aruat give sqiu-.l cpportunity for counwol
Bad aiviee not only on th* p-;.rt of .iaviirlca f.B't Britain, »ut &lso
en tba r-::"t of Chirm, i>,u-"sia, Indie, u.a:t thoi!Q other twenty-odd
nation lt«t«a {̂ .«d0«u3 tc the destruction cf Hitleri,jm. It is
(ibout time we reco^ii^a th?it China and Russi'-. ^ra fighting our
war as much as they sro fiffhting for 'their own salvation. It is
about tias *o adait that usnarB.lissiac Chiang, Kai-ohek and
Uftrshiv.! T'iaoijhanico r'.nd. othwr i'.uiiaian general;^' 'know how to combat
and out-ta&neuver tha

The fflilit;;.?-; ^"sniuii of this war to uate Ma not beaa
American or British but rather nx»;ji3iar. ^nd Chinese. Let UH ad-
mit it and j.-ivft theci oquul power arui respon^ibili'iy in the

. t/snTiin-.tion of united Jj&t ions' policies. This is no longer an
Aueriof.n and British crusade.

Thare are tho^e people who My »• should fight the war
and win the war firat and then talk aboil-; the kind of a world we

aftfrr thn v-ar, att«r the militarj7 victory ia gained, Th'sre

•i'.»
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.

on the home front, will determine our fu.tu.rA. For exaisipls, I .\\i/
the colored people of the world (and they are in the majority),,
Watch every move that is anda in America in r'%;arcl to the American
Negro. ISvery act oi' intolerance and discrimination against this
gT*ttt r»tf« of patriots and citisens is a victory for Hitler, The
people of India, of China, of Arabia, oi' Africa, yes, all of the
colored ptioplfls of the world 9<ae in America tho actual testing
ground of race rolntiony. It siraply dees not make sense to ask
a>-.,-ricw.n ''is^roes t-c fight, for d««*ewr«y' in Bunae and dacty then

democracy in uiriainghsiai.

f . *

Thara can be no return tc neraalcy at the ena of this
war. rtorsalcy i;, what prr.ducod World ,Jar I and Oorld V.:ar II.
.;c?:-.;»aiey for young men cf ay ganeration h&® within its me&ning
not only t]M ^oo.'i things of the Aa^riean way of life 'but sorao .
glaring ibuiioa and demoralising csfects, Moroalsy for the |*sst"^>5

generation hay bean represented by ths advent to power of a
bwnito .•.•iu.^ciini, the ria-3 of « Hitler and his Maai storm troopers,
V;r-.- dostruction cf daachcalovakiii, Aujtritt, Poland, and cth«r
eo'antrisa, tjM attack upon Jh&nghai, the unprovoked asaatr.lt upon
Manchuria, find, ahe ravaging of a peaceiui Cain?-, itorualcy to
many /userleans h'>s ihaant ever-ciC'iintinc, >*#w«»Si ana private in-
dabt^tlness, vaat BMMfe • • : t of ur,employed •willing 7?orkars, the
soothing "yrup of pr.tont r^m^diea for occnomie laHladjuatsants, r-
stock iai-rk:et onush vh ich viped out five .-rdllion investors - thit>
has besn ncrraalcy for many of the young ia«n v-ho ttre novs fighting
to save thiii civilization.

Those men s:re not gc Ing to be content tc 0013*3 ogck to
condltlong which prodau;c,:; this non-ibis conflagration. A soldier
frcu;i Jilabasa, a .:..cn of a. share cropper, who now receives,|$Q par
month -:.lonc '«ith B«dio&l ca.re, clothing, food, and a 110,000
inaurancs policy la xiot j;oic~ -.,o oe coni.snt to ees%< ;oe.ck tc s,
sociaty that permittod a family of four in Alabama to h&vs a c&ah
incoas of under X350 p«r year. This yoiaaij MB -'ill -..lenand a ctence
t»f aork and an opportunity for iiaprovoiarant. _

If American WWi»«8 and ^<*ric;;n politic.^! ith-^ îwticasi-. -
••'so no~. StArt ao plan no* i'oi- the re-absorption cf the ;,< who -:i.ro
prof acting your ho:u« and. sty home, than 1 tell you th*;,t the world
will not, he 3».f^ for democracy.
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I appear-before you tonight not as an official representative of
our government acting in an official capacity, not as & member of e trade
union iTJH»e rE du nub -CKW/ m. union oa»«dy not as a political candidate seek-
ing your good favor and support, but merely as a citisen of this community
who has for som© tiae been vitally interested in trade unionism and its
relationship to the economy. The system of private enterprise in America
is no longer one of the small business man, the independent fanner, and the
unorganized worker, bat rather it has evolved into an intricate mechanism of
the hug© corporation with its thousands of stockholders, the large coiaaerclal
farm and the several aillion farm renters, along with an organized labor move-
ment of 13 million workers. This is an economic fact. It is a cross section
of our economy and no amount of wishful thinking can erase the reality of
th® nature of the economic society in which »e live. We have organized
business and organized labor. If we are to win this war, if we are to pro-
vide jobs for the sen and women at the end of this war, it is absolutely acc-
essary that we utilise the machinery of production and distribution of capital
and labor that we have available. It ir- futile to dream of Utopia in a time
when every hour counts and every man and every dollar is needed.

With this in mind, I have given considerable thought and study to
the relationship of organized Ifebor to the American systera of enterprise.
I am convinced that if trade unions are not allowed to be free and independ-

T AkO en^ associations, it will not be long before business, the church, and other
social and economic organisations will likewise lose their freedom of action.
This does not mean that any groups should have the right to exploit or commit
abuses against the common welfare. It does, however, mean that the basic
assumption of American democracy is the ability of aen and women to act ae
reeoonsible citizens.



' > ?/ •' W "!%••«,

^Wtf

?vp-

., i

rr</^

'



0 n



_|̂ U^VV|/rA^ >/KV*0
• ft W ^Bfi^



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


