
.'!ION - THR 8'£ lG""H OF DEMO RACY 

( • d.re f\ ~iven y Hu ber t H. Hu:n!'hr ey , ,.'t ate Chi f of a r 'arviees 
(.iectlon, inn Rot a ;or' . Project i\dtnini t r t. i on , at t l o .Annual Con- . 
f erenc& of the ~innesot Li r .ry soci tion , Oct o ar l , 1942) 

'fhi e i ind ad a 'Ul'l i que o .an 'n · r An or ~ I\ ' cy l "'y-
~.n has b~en clvon th o ·ortunit to ·al- abou t l i l!r rl~a and 

l:lbr uri. na in artim ·. • If i t t ~;n a not i'o1;· 1IfY lL"l st o 1l d1oh innooenco 
o t.h•3 on1Gr .s and pi t _al1· of libr a r y c:i. nee , I 3b.ould h ni tate to 
S 10tea k , but H t a ol d e.yin r<.oo"' , f l<'ool.;; ant.er lore oo e l s f e t l' t o 
trer~od . ' 

or ook 

a an 

Je u of 
~1 ~ rot . .'il' 1 , k you ree. " 
t~'.L,h ~3u.oh to i ~ore the n eJc-

;:)slty i nf r mnt 1on. f ree r) d&mocratie 
~ pl sk " .lhy", t hQy ·c e ·· nt~ ar , 

<."1lld i tl t .. 10r i n1 orl!W .ion, P· co str on • In a a:r global i n 
i ta oo ·o , ""ot ..1. i n its i n ..... ns1ty , ttrgt<n y of autb nt i o 1n1'ortitet ion 
becmn s i P' l lin • t '1.' n .~ enera:tion o ' hopin . f o o&ce, an ii s htul 
t hinking· · i~.S t o our o·:m i :J Ol-:.~,t , r ou&ults u s,. ft er the shocK of 

111t e.ry .• d .conu ic . obiliz ion , f dofe ts , of a~tn and d t ruQtion , 
peopl t fJea r o r t h l!l r tL s o • hy it all · pp~atu~d . 'I'b liorar~ h s t he 
r a S1'on .... i bil.i t y o . ortify inz t l e n• t our 1 ;1or 1.l by up lyin , th inf or::J.a-
t ion< 1 m~ t,eriel~ . L~t "" here mi.~t~ .• e bo1t i t , l 1brari , ara 
aducat,Jomtl ~n ~titutj.ons , tn r racr <•A.tionnl - l"' r l ors . Ll r ar1e.na aro 
duca.tor s , no 1' 1 cl 1' d. oak ~... ate n. 

'f'l1l t the or l d i s gain a.ged n :ia i lml.'<1di ,. te testi-
mony of t ha ~eakn~:t~m and i n ,daqu.ao~ of "!1 oi vd l l. 'fha t Amer1o 
cl os od ~':ir eyes t tho rea naming d dm1ger of 1 militru t illd brutal 

a.nei :;nn, d monstrat .•· the .... i l l!'e o~ librari{m~ an. ot.hor .l e de ~s or 
t he puh .:..ic wil t(~ RdfJtJU!'S.tely in!'om t e ordinnry oi than. 1'~ h -ve 
b~en ·1'1 of .~~r.rltl t when t.he i s dernnr1d.e l!l{U f t eal. '!o h t:l<tfe s~spt 
whili.'i our anemi !ll:.;. wo1·. ~ d overt!., · • The hour· i ;;.; 1 ,1t. • I ' th v1ot01: y 
L ; to e 'H~on,. your ci vi liz"..tion i s to bo aav <1 , ·h · en of de ooro.t ic 
f'a.H.h mu.,.t . ovo into a.at ion , 
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I FORMATION - THE STRENGTH OF D.EfAOCRACY 

(Address iven by Hubert 1. Humphrey , State Chi Bf of ,ar Services 
J ection, .Unn ota , ork Proj ect s Admini. tra t i on , at tho A.'"lnua l Con-
ference of -r.he Minn ,acta Li. r a asocio.t i on, Octo er l , 1942) 

,., 
This i s in ail n unique occasion for me. An ordinary l ay

man has been given the- op .. ortunity t o te.lk about l i r a r i es and 
librarians in art ime . If i t mre not for my l mo'" t childis h innocence 
of t he vonders 1cl itf lls of library s cience, I should hesitate to 
apeak, but as t a ol'l saying (5o s, "Fooln enter wh re angel."' fear to 
tread ." 

I 1va alr. s hu< a cBrte.in iric>-"Pl inable respect f or books 
nd oople ho love good books . I 1ve r ,g rded li r riens as the c 

todi a.ns and di s ens ers o our cultural heritage . That responsibility 
i s of' imrae sur le ·m ,ort ce eve1 in times of peace ; in daye of ar and 
· ocia l uphea.vtll 1 the task i s even 1 ore important. It behooves every er
on en g .ged in the li"orary profe .. ion to reflect upon the duties that aro 

thei rs , an to re ol ve t _t in t otnl war t he cult\lr 1 horita.ge of cen
turi a of 1 :' n ' s achi v~ment shall become the storehouse o f reedom. 

It h· s been 1 ritten that "Kno led e id po;1er ." Jesus of 
Na.zeroth sai , " 'eek ye the truth , and t e t ruth shall make you ree," 
·Jith such pointed !.rect i es it becom s impossible to ignor e the nec
es sity of honest in 'ormation - war in ormation. A free and democratic 
people a re e sent i ally inqui sitive . 'lhey ask n ·hy," they .aeok ana •era, 
md i n their ue t f or inf ormation, become strong . In we.r lobal in 
its s cope , tota.l in it,;;, inten ·i ty 1 t h urgency of auth ntic inf ormntion 
b9comes compelling . After a generat ion of hopin g f or peace, and wi shful 
tr in in.., a s t our o~m iso tion , a war engulf's u . • After the shook of 
mili ta anl eoono~ic obiliz~tion , o defeats , o ueath ·md destruction, 

opl o searc for the reaaon why it all happen ed. The libr ary hss the 
respon s i bility o forti yir the nation~;~. morale by •uppl yinu the inf orma
tiona l ~terialo . Let there be no mistake about i t • 11 rariea are 
educationa l institutions, not mere recreational parlors . Librarians are 
educators, not fil clerks and boo.k dusters . 

That the ~orld i s gai en aged i n a war 1 ~ immediate testi
money o the we&.kness and im>.de .uacy of men of good t ill . ·~.t Amflrica 
c l osed her eyes to the real meanin. and danger of a militant and br utal 
.Fascism, e _ onstrates the failure o libr ~riuns and oth r l e ders of 
the public ill t o adaq te y inf orm t he or in£u-y citizen . Ia have 
heen .men of sand, · hen tho time- dema.nde m.n of steel. We have slept 
hile our enemius work d overtime. Tha hour 1a lnte . If the victory 

i to be won, y our Civiliz tion L 3 to be s . . v d , th mEill of democre.tic 
f ith must move into ct i on. 
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This '8.r has been de9oribad as a "total war." Total in the 
sense that the military , economic, and ideological phases are all 
part of' s total war ff'ort. Th enemy h f:'l. S not only mastered the art 
of int egrating all t hree , but also has placed equal importance on each, 
Undoubtedly you do not l ay claim to being military tratagists or first
rate economists. Thes spects of nation at wer belong to t he generals 
and the economists . But i deas, i deology , a.nd i.nforiiB.tion are your 
weapons - your battleline . The insidious propaganda of Goebells and 
his Nazi prevaricators hns wn l1ll:1ny a battle f or Hitler. The truth of 
democracy, the dynamic of freedom will o~~sh the slavish barbarism 
of Fascism. This war will not be won by men and machines alon • The 
po er of an id~a, the courage that .Jomes t hrough reasoned underat~mdillg, 
these are the intangible, the secret we .pons of a free people . 

Total war means thRt thi is your m1r. It i the struggle 
of all the eople . Everyone i s import&nt . ~veryone must be a soldier. 
Nor can here be any "busineos as usual. 11 If industry and government 
must convert to meet th needs of a war economy 1 then surely libre.ries 
and librarians can l &.y no cla im to exemption. It would be well f or us 
to reme111oer that i f Hitler and his puppet s win this war, libraries and 
librarians will not be excluded from the viciousness of the conqueror. 
It i s in Nazi Germany that books are being and have been burned, that 
educators , clergrnen, and librarians are and have been shot or placed 
into concentration cernps . Hit ler knows that books expressin the un
fettered will of free m n ar l eaves of freedom . The Nazi autumn has 
has its deadening effect - these leave c.£ freedom have been blown away 
from th tree of liberty. The attack on the aind ~.11d spirit of men h s 
been l'l. i s today FascLm 1 s most treacherous vrea. on. Democracy is not 
safe in a world consum~d by f ear , hate, intolerance, and dictatorship. 
But rather t han allow your action to be determined by fear of what may 
happen if t hi s vrar i s not won by t he United Nations , it would be more 
meaningful to recognize your own importance and strength and resolve to 
unleash the power that i s in your hands. 

I think it can be stated that most Americans mow what and 
whom they are fi ghting against. It cannot be so definitely st ated 
that they know what t hey re t'i ghting f or. Possibly even in that 
feeling of knowing what we are fi ghting against, there is not a clear 
understanding as to the complete antagonism between Fascism and 
democracy. Surely these two ways of life are the absolute opposite. 
I n Fasciom with its creed of a master race, i ts met ho ology of ex
pedience and ruthlessness , its blind belief in the creed of "might is 
right" and force i s the f inal test of greatness , along with its slave
like subservience to the will of the dictator, 1e can find no s imilarity 
to democratic principles . 

Americans need to be informed as to the full meaning of a 



-3-

Fascist victor and N'a zi conquest, We need to know t hat under the 
totalitarian regi me, men oee.s e to be sacra-... ends or entities. The 
stat e becomes all-powerf ul and t hose inalienable right~ around which 
we have built our social system are declared to be sheer fantasy and 
mysticism. Un er the Fascist state, liberty becomes t he r i ght of 
t he dict ator t o regiment the people; property becomes the sustaining 
reservoi r of a milit ary machine; life itself i s as precarious as the 
will of t he party . The gest apo, the Nazi elite, t he diotatQr and the 
propaganda machine have but one aim, t he moral and physical regimellta
tion of men in order to accomplish t he designs and will of the dictator. 
Libr arians and educators have been too sof t and too apathetic in their 
explanation and denunciation of t his 20th century streamlined tyranny. 
Apparent illogical and irrational acts and statements have formulated 
th~mselves into the most dynamic and averpowerin . military and totali
tarian crises t hat the viOr l d has ever kno m. Our o~m inability to 
r ecognize t he es sential destr~ctiveness of Fascism and its leaders has 
in the p;. st made us easy victims and wi ll in t he future, if we are not 
much more al ert to t he full meaning of Fascist mentality, provide the 
meana of our o m dest ruction. 

Librarians have witr~ t hei r control the literature and t he 
inf ormation that can expose t he hideousness of our enemy. It can be 
clearly stat d t hat you have not utilized the weapons at your command. 
Now i s the time for action; now i s t he t ime to redouble our eff orts and 
l et America know what we are fighting a gainst. As stated previously, 
it i s not sufficient to knm on~ who are enem,y i s and what he stands 
f or. Thi s sort of negative ill to action cannot bring victory. It 
may arouse us sufficiently to win the military victory . Yet let us 
remember, victory i s mor e than t he military defeat of the enemy. 
Victory i s t he building of a new and better world.. The hope of total 
victory lies in the willingness of t he people of democratic faith to 
unleas h t he pm;er that i s theirs 1 to dream new visions , to chart new 
pl an s of soci al organi zation, to dare to try new idea s and make the so
called imposs i ble a living, practical r eality . This i s what we are 
fighting for. 

Not only has our nation been on the defensive in a military 
sense but more important , our leaaers of publ ic opinion and o 
democratic statesmen have been of a defens ive mentality iD the reala 
of politica l organization and i dealism. Such slogans as "Let us defend 
the American way of lif e; l et us preserve democracy," display a milltary 
attitude of complacency an d desire for the maintenance of the status 
quo. l;t is not enough to merely defend democracy or, as we say 1 "The 
American way of lif e." To def end it may be to lose it; to .till&iend. it 
i s to strengthen it. Democracy i s not property ; it is an idea. 
Military vict ory on our part may not mean the preservation of this 
i dea. It i s ~ntirely possibl e that the viciousness of Fascism may 
infect our lives until we have lost the fait h of a free people. That 
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is "I'Ihy in total •.var the milit&ry and economic aspects are not more im
portant than the a of the spirit or the i dea. We must recapture the · 

udacious enthusias of democracy, belief in the common man, a faith 
in ourselves and our God - these are the undamentals of a free people. 
\'Je mu ... t become so convinced of the essentia l oundness and truthfulness 
of t he democratic ide that no amount of defeat, sacrifice, or suffer
ing can ' ea.ken our conviction and loy lty to the principles on which e 
live or i e . 

l e mu ' t be uch devout adherents to the democratic philosophy 
that in the process of crushing the dragon of Fascism, ~e do not be
smirch ourselves in the dragon's blood. This necessitates a.n under
standing of the causes of the present war and the respons ibilities for 
future .'iorld order that be ongs to America. Here i s a Job that only 
l ibrari ans end educators can adequately perform. Planning for a future 
nd better v:orld 'fill e of l ittle use if e do not profit from our past 

exp riences. The books, the. literature, and the .a.mphlets of the past 
twenty years are inva luable documents in the experiment of a world 
struggling f or security . Th.e mistakes that have been made shall pro
vide t he experience fo r the ch rtin of a better po t ;ar world. 

The hope of democratic governr11ent lies 1n the wisdom and 
virtue of the people. Surely if this century is to be tle century of 
the common man, then the plain peoplo, the li~tle people, must be in
tellectually and morally equipped to m ke the right decisions . If 
America i s to ~ssume her proper pla ce in a world needin r ebuilding 
and redfrection, t his erica. must h ve the impellin ' force of public 
will to carr through. There can be no return to normalcy, no renunciation 
of our respons ibility . te cannot repudi ate a su f fering humanity twice 
in one generation and still. _profe s t o be democratic and Christian 
people. Either we recogni ... e and practice the asic princi les of our 
mo nl and pol itica l f a i ' h- t he dignity of the individual, fr e om of 
conscience, the b.rotl.lerhoo of munkind , or 1 e orfeit the privilege 
of free lom '· nd the cla im to decency. Our task i s almost over~ owering; 
the world expect s s o much, 1d a yet e a re ready to do so little . 'l'his 
time we must have it written, "Too little and too late . " 

Either we c at asi de our political isolationism, or we must 
pre re f or a more devasting conflict. 'i t.her we east as i de 0\ll' in
difference to t.he fate of other people, or theue 11other ieople" will 
threaten cur ovm oecurity. Librarian ~.> must provi e the informational 
material to guarantee this n ew attitude . You mu• t a ssume the responsi
bility of bringing to all .Americans the news of the v;orld in which we 
muot live. F..'very community must l earn of Russia , of China, of Africa, 
of all of the United Nations . If in v artime 1 under the pressure of 
pati'iotic zeal, wa cannot l earn to understand our r.tllies 1 how can we 
hope to succeed in a po~twar period? Today is the critical hour. How 
'l e f i ht t hi war, the attitudes orn1ul ted no •, the political and 
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economic progr rns of today , ill ete1~ine to a great extent the future. 
To y is the time to ke the i dea of an intern tional organizatioas 
the United Nation - a living reality. ~o is the time to cement 
relationships botween Amcric , Russia, China, a:nc Indi .• This hope, 
thi ream of all v: ho l'lish 'or real peace, can only be oosi le if the 
poople understand . A arica ' s futuro i not in the hands of a president 
or a general; t he f uture of America 1~:> in the hrulds of' main street - the 
ordinary citi2Jen. You, t he 11 rarians , the te chers , -re in touch with 
the citi zen, ~~t he i s , what he ~- hinks, how he e.cts , i ue in a great 
measure to 1i e ucational guidance. 

You are D1 t he slnos of education; the job of creating a 
positive lolltical ud moral rebirth i a , in art, in your hands. This 
ar needs you. Librarians are t eohniciansf librariano are laaders in 

their comurunities; liorarianu must have the \ill to act and place first 
things first in a struggle th t may ultimately determine the courae of 
our civilization. You profess to . i eve ~l democracy; i t is time that 
we observe our profs ions with action. Democracy i ;, a constant challenge; 
it requires the be t of everyone. It cannot be bought in the market 
pl ce; it cannot be merely legislated; it ~ cost i o measured in terms of 
blood , eat , 1d te rs . It i s a challenge for t e future ; it i s not a 
status quo; it requi es men of courage and men of boldne.,s ; it must be 
ever restless :md d irou · of new victories. i hile to meny of us it 
ee a extremel y fragile , i t is in reality amazin ly otrong. It lives 

only · her men <.re illing t o think ,d t udy , plan d achieve, sacri
fic Md give . y .. , i t i :J the "r cky ro " uut it.. durability , its 
ess ntial p rfecta' ilit ~ i• unequalled . 

I have been asked t om ke aom · positive u gestion ... or 
libr rians in rarti: e : 

1 . You mu~t have t e 1ill to ction. ke your li r ary a 
vita l dynamic in. tit ution in the lie of the community . 

2 . Do not 1 t the norzual arr gement of li rar facilities 
st and in the way of developing a rar information center. A poster or 
a sign merely .,tuting that the library i a u ar inf ormation center is 
not the conversion to 'i1artime nee s that t he times aemand. War plays 
no f avorites ; you aro not exa"pt from getting into line and doing your 
part. 'The Aueric n Library A sooiation, the Office of i ar Inf ormation, 
nd numerous othor governmental agenci s have l'equl!lsted tht t every 

library tra sform i s f acili ie into an active war inf ormat ion center. 
Unuou·otadly thi. ill neceosit te chcn..,es ru a nddition 1 work . Here 
again , I say, com are what you are tloing .ith t e sv.cr ifices being made 
by the men of the rmed forces of our coWltry. Compar e the little extra 
effort dalll!m ad from you with the sacrifice of the Russians before 
stalingrad, of the Marines t the Solomon I lane a . The orlci will have 
little sympathy 1ith those who r·ere unwill ing to do their part. 
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3. You re being a sked to organize your library into a war 
inf ormation center . This means ringing together in one place all 
books and pll.IIlphlets in the library dealing with any phnse of the w r. 
It is, of course , recognized t at in larger metropolitan libraries this 
may not be po sible, bu ven th re, additional emphasis sl oulct be 
placed upon related .ar ma. ... erial • u'urely there is no excuse for any
one of t he snallGr libraries not to coordin, te and collect all war 
books into a systematic arrangement t hat tt-rill attract the attention of 
the publi • 

4. Librarians h ve much to l earn in tho art of ublicity and 
display. You are not running a monastar y or merely a depositary and 
vault for precious documents. The material in yo~r library represents 
the life of a nation. If it i s not used, if it is dusty, i f it i o 
hidden in times like thes , then your library i s not in the w~r effort. 
AmericRn is busyJ America is changing; America is fi ghting. Your 
library should be doing all of these things . 

5. A ·ar information center nece sitates the use and prepara
tion of bullet in boards . Yes, more than more boards tacked to a wall 
with a few book covers s displayed i tems . You need a bulletin board 
that i attractive, thttt i s chan ed in terms of the train of events, 
that i s conflpicuously located so s to dsraa.nd. attention. Thi too, I 
know, will ups et ome of our most establiP. hed h bits of organiz tion 
but again l et me remind you, this i s war and you nra in it. 

6. Much r s been said bout librarien beinu l eaders in their 
communit i es . MEy· e e should have st ted that librarians should be 
leaders . You should get int o t he .Civilian Defense organization; you 
should ma·e your presence o important that libraries will receive their 
proper recoenition. Your efforts in civilian defense should be directed 
towards informin .:. the responsible personnel of the materia l and litera
ture available f or them and the community at the war inf ormation center. 
Not only is it necessary to be in civilian defense a.ctiv·ities but 
librariP~S should be "joiners"; that is; et into the life of the oom
cunity. Bring information bout your war information center to the 
clubs , t he s chools , t h churches, and ot her organizations of your city. 

7. Just as an army needs new equipment, so does a library 
need new book"' . Thi s vorld of ours i s chan '~ing and changing at a pace 
which demands the closest attention of every thoughtful person. Wherever 
it is po sibl e , very effort shoul d be made t o purolli~ae new ooks of 
current interest, particularly t hose books dealing with the economic 
and political problems involv din a postwar era . Aft9r bavine o· t ined 
the new literature, for goodness sake, do not hide i t under a bushel. 
Dramatize this materi 1, displ ay it, tiverti e it, and publici ze the 
n .w merchandise which the pu lie needs and wants. 
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,\4 ny os- you m ·- not .v e fL 1 rge i rar .st - ~f and if 
th t be .,he c e , brin g y ur probl ~. s to the attention of the Division . 
of Libr nri eG of l~he .ann >sota 3tate Dep r tm n t of Education. If you 
· re predS~ld for ti.me and short of holpora , re ue · as i ·:t 1ce in the 
orga1 · z. tic of om· e:f~r inform~.tion ce ter f rom he :ann ootn rk 
:Projacts Admini;;;t r at.ion, l r e~ vice 3ection . The l e' r Info ma. i on 
prog (: m of the 2inn · seta JPA i s equip -d · ,ith t r ' i n d technicians to 
be o ... . ss l tance to you . Facili,ies hu.ve een este..bli h d for t he 
order y distri bution of vast quantit ies of war in ormation material, 
all of w i ch cF.n be yours llll"lre· y r the as i n ! . Di:Jplay c rds , 

Ot'! t ers , outdoor i€','11 , an a ll sorts of rel!:.ted war inform tior1 
pu licivy • terial i availa bl by conta ctin t. i ther the Divis ion of 
Libraries or t he Minn sota ~ PA i'lar derv1oe3 ect ·on . 

In conclu::Jion, let U'J her b r solve that rhen t ho h s tory 
of \io l d \Ia: II . s been -ritt en, hi. toria ns will racord th~.t the 
libraries were prepar ed to do their art , that i br ari o were sol iers 
on t hom~ fr nt , scl iru in vhe .~ar of i ea , nol di ers in tho 
struggl o f or freedom . 



THE MA<;AZINE OF 
A FIIEE PEOPLE 

RACE HATE-The Enemy Bullet 
THE end of the war is in sight. All that 

our armies and the armies of our allies 
have struggled for is in our grasp or 

within our reach. To accomplish this we 
have given unstintingly in men, in ma
terials, and in money. We have made many 
sacrifices, and we are prepared to make 
many more until final victory over all of 
our enemies shall be ours. 

What has been the justification for this 
enormous expenditure of American lives 
and American resources ? Why have we 
made these sacrifices? For conquest? For 
power? For vengeance? No. Our war aims 
lie deeper than any of these. 

All that we are fighting for , all that w e 
seek in the council of nations, is deter
mined by one fundamental purpose : to 
safeguard this nation as our forefathers 
created it, as later generations preserved 
and extended it, and as we intend to hand 
it on to our children. If we lose in this, 
we lose in all else. 

Victory in this war could be snatched 
from us by a secret enemy here at home 
even as our statesmen are signing the 
agreements which would end military hos
tilities. This enemy can't be stopped by 
guns. It can be stopped, and overcome, 
only by an awareness on the part of each 
one of us of the real nature of our coun
try-'s glory. 

The true greatness of our country is to 
be found in an idea-an unshakable be
lief in · the essential goodness of man, in 
the basic God-given equality of all men, 
in man's right to personal liberty and to 
the respect of his neighbors. Our ances
tors-those who came here three hundred 
years ago and those who came thirty 
years ago-all saw in this belief the hope 
of a new, better life. They came here to 
escape the hatreds and animosities of the 

It is a soberinCJ fact that while we fi9ht hate and , 
preiudice abroad, these evils are increasinCJ at 
home. One hundred million volunteers are needed 

to battle for American ideals 

BY FRANK MURPHY 
Associate J m.tice, U. S. Supreme Court 

Old World, to live in a land where men 
could be truly free. 

The Founding Fathe rs of the United 
States drew up a Declaration of Independ
ence proclaiming that all men are created 
equal and endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights. Among these 
rights are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. Once independence had been 
won, the framers of the Constitution se
cured these rights in law by incorporating 
them into a Bill of Rights guaranteeing 
freedom of speech, freedom of religion, 
freedom of the press, and equality before 
the law. 

This, the mainspring of American life, 
is what our enemies would have us <;le
stroy even while our armies are winning 
victories overseas. They would have us 
forget our .belief in the equality of man 
and adopt their own false standards of 
race supremacy. They would see us di
vided against ourselves, our national 
strength consumed in racial and religious 
hatreds. The America our troops sought 
to preserve would then have been de
stroyed by our own hands. 

This attempt to bi-ing about civil strife 

has met with more success than many of 
us care to admit. Propaganda aimed at 
setting one group against another has 
found its mark in many instances, and we 
have seen the sorry spectacle of religious 
bigotry and racial hatred rise wh~re none 
had existed before. Or, where misunder
standings already existed, we have seen 
these misunderstandings somehow turned 
into animosities bitter enough to involve 
an entire city. And largely because a few 
ha te-spreaders have accomplished their 
assignments. 

Taking advantage of the high emotional 
ota te which prevails in any nation at war, 
these hate-spreaders have toiled systemati
cally toward a set of definite objectives. 
Their ultimate aim is not merely to kill 
innocent people, or to slow our industrial 
p1·oduction, or even to hamper our war 
effort by a temporary reign of terror. 
Their plan is to crush our trust in one 
another and so make it impossible for our 
republic, and our way of life, to survive. 
And after the war they will exploit what
ever confusion and uncertainty may arise 
during the transition from a war to a 
peace economy. 

Reprinted from the January 6th issue of LIBERTY 



RACIAL friction and religious persecu
tion are unfortunately not new Even 

the history of this country has not been 
entirely free from outbursts of bigotry. 
The Quakers of New England were early 
victims of religious intolerance. In the 
nineteenth century a political party, the 
notorious Know-Nothings, turned against 
newly-arrived immigrants and sought to 
deny the privileges of American citizen
ship to all but native-born Protestants. 
Still la ter, within the memory· of our 
parents, Irish immigrants who came to 
America in large numbers were greeted 
with abuse a nd derision. 

But none of these sordid movements 
ever dominated the American scene. The 
American people as a whole defeated the 
designs of a few hate -mongers and con
tinued along their determined path of 
liberty and democracy . 

Now, in our day, irrational h a tred has 
again reared its head, aided by the strain 
of war and abetted by those trained in 
the ways of the Nazis. One species of this 
hatred is perhaps more threatening than 
any other. It is anti-Semitism. 

Anti-Semitism, as a n organized means 
of dis rupting the unity of a democratic 
people, is a Nazi invention. It is a imed 
not only at the Jews but a t democracy 
and Christianity as well. If we can be 
persuaded to use th is crafty device to 
destroy ourselves from w ithin , then the 
Nazis-and not the forces of the United 
Nations-will have won the war. The 
weapon which the defeated Nazi s will have 
placed in our own hands will be the 
cause of our national suicide. At some 
future date a new breed of Nazis, for~ign 
or domestic, will reap the spoils of real 
conquest. 

This is not fantasy . Hitler has boasted 
pub licly that the seeds of Nazism a nd 
anti-Semitism which he has sown will 
rise to plague us long after the German 
High Command has been forced to sur
render. 

Now is the time to s tamp out &11 the 
traces of this Nazi-inspired bigotry , be
fore it has a chance to get out of hand. 
The existence of ant i-Semitism chall enges 
every man and woma n in the United 
Sta tes. Not only is America n de mocracy 
threatened; Christianity is a lso threatened, 
and so I believe we Christians have a 
special mission to perform. 

We must unite to combat anti-Semitism 
as a threat to both American and Christian 
principles. Fully conscious of the right 
of freedom of speech , we should not seek 
to throttle those who unwittingly a re 
spreading ill will. Instead , we should 
point out the fa lseness of .their a rguments 
and, above all', expose the m ade-in-Be rlin 
source· of their wa res. As for those who 
are deliberately seeking to destroy all 
that our Fa thers fought for , and all that 
our sons are now fighting for, we should 
fight their propaganda with all the means 
in our power. 

If you are tempted to utter a single 
anti-Semitic remark, no matter how harm
less it sounds, or to commit a single anti
Semitic act, ask yourself if this word or 
deed violates your belief in the dignity of 
the individual, the right of personal lib
erty, or the equality of all mankind.· 

What are the means by which the anti
Semites hope to turn us against American 
Jews and eventually against the funda
mental ideals of American and Christian 
life? The first method is to convince us 
thdt the Jews are to be blamed for any
thing and everything we happen not to 
like. The second method is somehow to 
create the impression that Jews are differ
ent from the rest of us-queer, impossible 
to understand, alien to American ways. 

These charges are historically false as 
well as morally evil. Yet they have some-

times been accepted by Christians who 
are innocent of a ny malicious intent. These 
Christians cannot know very much of his
tory, or else they would rea lize that 
everything now being charged to the 
J ews was once charged to the early 
Christians. The Church fathers were ac
cused of belonging to an inferior people, 
of being aliens and agitators a na of 
tainting the "racial purity" of other peo
ples. It is heartbreaking today to witness 
Christians, who were once a religious 
minority and subject to all the persecu
tions now inflicted upon the Jews, spread 
propag<!nda which-whether they r ealize 
it or not- is not only anti-Jewish but 
a nti-Christian as well. 

By anti-Semitism we mean something 
quite different from criticism of individuals 
who happen to be Jewish. There are good 
and bad Jews, i ust as there are good and 
bad Catholics, good a nd bad Irish, and 
good and bad persons of every other 
description. It is when we attribute our 
ills to Jews as a whole that w e become 
guilty of passing on some of the poison 
brewed by our enemies. Or when we ac
cept the master-race myth that a type of 
people called "Aryans" is in some mystic 
way superior to all others. 

This notion of racia l superiority is with
out any foundation in science, but is seized 

THE author of Race 
Hate-the Enemy Bullets 
Can 't Stop, Frank Mur
phy, began life as a 
freckled-laced, red 
headed Michigan farm 
boy. Today he is an 
Associate Justice of the 
U. S. Supreme Court. 
Justice Murphy was 
graduated from the Uni

Ju sti ce FrankMurphy versity of Michigan law 
school in 1914 and 

served as a captain in the first World War. 
Back home, his legal career was high-lighted 
by a three-year term as Mayor of Detroit. In 
1933 he was appointed Governor General of 
the Philippines and, shortly. High Commission· 
er. In 1936 he was elected Governor of Michi
gan. Three years later he was appointed At
torney General of the United States, and in 
1940 he took his present job. 

upon by some persons as solace in their 
troubles. They think their troubles are 
eased by the satisfaction of looking down 
on someone '' benea th" them. What a low 
sort of satisfaction this is! 

Each time a person says or does some
thing derogatory to his Jewish neighbors 
he lowers himself and detracts from the 
spiritual progress of the human race. 
While he is injuring himself spiritually, 
he is also starting something which will 
lead to his own physical downfa ll. For 
bigotry is like a landslide: it gathers mo
mentum as it spreads, finding one victim 
after another until everyone has suffered. 
It is true that the first victims of rampant 
anti-Semitism would be Jews, but the 
course of history has shown unmistakably 
that one form of hatred breeds anothe~ . 
Hate-maddened people would turn on a 
second minority and then on a third. Each 
one of us in America is a member of a 
minority in some way or other. Thus we 
would see our country torn into a multi
tude of warring groups. 

ANTI-SEMITISM and the other forms of 
group hatred have caused incalculable 

harm in the world, but never th e< s lightest 
bit of good. Far from helping in the 
solution of any na~ional p~oblems, t 4_ey 
destroy the very basis on which· any prou
lem can be solved-the spirit :of mutu~l 
understanding and good will. Men's minds 
are diverted from the problem, and, in
stead of tackling it, they seek a scapegoat 
to blame for its existence. In short, hatred 
cannot remove any of our difficulties
economic, social, or political. It can only 
add new and more dangerous ones. 

And how can any Christian honestly 
harbor any hatred of a group of his fellow 
men and still profess to believe in Christi
anity? Christ commanded us: "Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself." He taught 
tis that all men are neighbors, no matter 
wha t their nationality or (:Onvictions. The 
Brotherhood of Man cannot be accepted 
piecemea l. Genuine Christianity does not 
allow for love of one neighbor and hatred 
of a nother any more than it allows for 
obedience to one of the Commandments 
and not to all of them. 

It~ was in keeping with this great 
Christian tradition that Pope Pius XI 
spoke of anti-Semitism: "It is a movement 
in which we Christians can have no part 
whatsoever. Anti-Semitism is unaccept
able. Spiritua lly we are Semites." 

The true Christian cannot stain his con
science with hatred of those of differing 
religious beliefs or ancestry. Nor can he 
remain indifferent to their sufferings un
der the tyranny of others. He will protect 
them from their enemies, give sanctuary 
to them in their need, and lend a brotherly 
hand in restoring to them peace of mind 
a nd physical security. To remain silent 
while the forces of evil are abroad is to 
give those forces aid and comfort, and 
this the true Christian cannot find in his 
conscience to do. 

Today, of all times, is not a time for 
silence. The virus of anti-Semitism has 
a lready been well planted. I do not cry 
''Wolf' " when there is no wolf. The enemy 
i-s real. The forces of evil are not preparing 
to a ttack us; they are already battling us, 
under cover. cunningly, and with growing 
strength. The time to crush this enemy is 
now. One hundred million volunteers are 
needed to circulate sober, h ate -quenching 
fac ts in every American home, fa rm, fac
tory, union , church, and school, in the 
press and on the air. But, first, each vol 
unteer should search his own conscience. 
Our first victory must be won within 
ourselves. 

I F we are true to ourselves and our tra
ditions, this nation cannot but fulfill 

its rightful destiny . There is in us all a 
rea l capacity for human kindness. The 
brotherhood of man is a living, growing 
reality. The future lies with those who 
will tear asunder the shackles of bigotry 
and reassert their faith in the dignity and 
independence of man. Our Christian tenets 
and our American heritage call us to this 
task . In deepening our love and under
standing of our neighbors, we become bet
ter Catholics, or Protestants, or Jews
wha tever our creed may be. In building a 
firmer spirit of unity among the peoples of 
our land, we become better Americans. 

Out of this war must be born something 
better than the old hatreds in modern 
guise. The sufferings a nd sacrifices of our 
sons must not have been in vain. It is our 
duty to bring forth a nation more firmly 
devoted to its ideals, more invulnerabl~ 
to the counsels of hate, and more fully 
conscious of its mission of justice and 
righteousness . Working together, we can 
achieve this lofty goal. Proud of the power 
of our country, we can be prouder still of 
our unflinching defense of the Rights of 
Man. We shall have remained true to the 
promise of America. 

THE END 
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I T LOOKS as if the next big wave of social reform in 
this country is shted to roll in the direction of ef
forts to legislate racial, religious and nationality 

discriminations out of employment. We mean laws to 
discourage employers who now won't hire, and unions 
which won't countenance hiring, Jews, Gentiles, Ne
groes, Catholics, Baptists, Germans, Irish, etc., etc. 

New York State has led off the parade with its much 
debated Ives-Quinn Act, effective July 1st. This law 
calls for a five-member commission, to carry on chiefly 
educational and persuat>ive work against discrimination 
in employment, but it also provides legal penalties for 
cases where education and persuasion fail. Numerous 
other states are considering adoption of variations of 
the Ives-Quinn Act. 

The trend seems a most interesting one to us. That 
discrimination based on prejudice is practiced here and 

there in the United States is no news to anybody. 
Whether it can be gradually eliminated by carefully 
framed legislation remains to be seen: or whether. as 
the New York law's opponents predicted in the furious 
debate that preceded its enactment, such laws will only 
foster racketeering and blackmail and give a new lease 
on life to such things as the Ku-Kiux Klan and the 
Black Legion. 

Our feeling is that these laws can be made to deliver 
excellent long-range results if they are administered by 
people of courage and broad vision . The emphasis 
should be placed consistently, we think, on education 
and persu11sion, with fines and jail sentences kept far in 
the background. Most people hate to be coerced, es
pecially where their pet prejudices are concerned, but 
many people are amenable to argument. 

One encouraging factor is that, so far as we can ob-

serve, the tide is already running pretty strongly against 
racial and religious bias in the United States. More aml 
more of us appea r to be rea lizing that this country is 
uniquely vulnerable to stresses and strains produced 
when people of all manner of descents and creeds live 
in the same community; and to be realizing, too , that 
we could wreck ourselves if we should let those stresses 
and strains get the better of us. More and more or
ganizations a re on guard agai nst these dangers ; more 
and more city authorities and civic groups are doing 
constructive and fa rseeing work to prevent race riots 
or break them up in a hurry. 

It won't be laws that will fi nally solve our prejudice 
problems; it will be a realization by all of us of the 
fact that race and religious antagonism is bad medicine 
in a country which calls itself a democracy. But care
fully drawn and shrewdl y administered laws will help. 
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