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~riands nd . allow Oitizena 1 

ln two :PrctTiou.e radio t 1 addressed to tho ~ple of !nne· poli 11 I opened 

nv c ampaign .fort e omce ot 'ftYar by <Usc ith. :rou. sane ot the jor 

problems now o onf'ront1ne ou.r oi ty . 

In tho t lks, I pointed out th,t . 1 eapol1s need • above au , v orons 

and. yet oonstru.cttve leadership; 

t e kim at l eader hip til t ill u.ni te oar ci tizen.s in the preve t roa.t we1.r 

attortJ 

the kind or 1 erohip that looks abe d and pl ntf for n p t-wa:r tnneap ollas 

the Kim at leaderahi:p th t 1 , a."bove nll , recrpo:nsi ve nni re ponsible to t h e 

eeds and the is e af our peo l ·e • 

I pointed .ou.t, moreover, th .t the ~·a. or•s office ln :!1 · «' oli 1 SU,f!orl 

from o. dlseaae of do•notbi neas . I 1I¥1 1o ted that the f'o.ota ~e, in m.y opinion, 

and i n t h e pinion of h'Ulld. reds at you poople ho haTe been 1n\ enough to (£for 

your .J ants, t hAt t pres · t rqor of . • nne"' polis has b eon a do-nothil'€ . ayar; 

an un1 1.ne.tivo 1\Y'Or J f.. uqor who1 h(} v r eo od his intention ., been able to 

give i nneapOlis only the o~St oolou.rleea, the ost 1ndeei 1ve, 1hc . ost dioore 

type ot 1 el!l.dersh.i p . 

he resent .vqor, I pointed ou.t tu.rthermo.r ·, has ff. i d o o.ct ·conatrJ.otively' 

in such me;ttcrs ae law enf r ~nt , city lnnn! • overn"llent n.l l'eo a..niz U on and 

eduo t ion. 

Tonight, I wiah to talk to 0'1 of another probl t t i o:rlfront11'l8 o• r tty, 

ther problem about hi ou.r pros t t:cyar h deroonstr ted d C)Pnotll1 attitude . 

r rarer to the problen at ol"11o esno '-' OIJ.r youth; t t he probl , t t i. s , or 

j venile d.el1nqn. enqy • 

I need not tell 70t t l t the f'u. ture f 0\.U' city nd our nntion li ea 1 th its 

you.ta.. y know th t eJ.ready . Yet , it io 1rnportunt every a oe in e. le to "'ain 

rEitllim ou.raelves of t . is fact . 1: he atre th f our city, f.l:nd our t te, and our 

t1 on c n be ne> e reater thoo the str a t h of' :tr yruth. 1'hia irovor · t trutb makes 



it impef&tlve, therefore, t hA-t tho e 'Of ua who re parents and civic o .tiee, yes ~ 

t h ose of us w o hold olit 1oal ffio e , y as, t" o e us bo re j t ain c1 tlzens , 

an obHgat1 o to OlU' youth . .d evet:r o e of 

us. to provide for our yo ., _eo ole t he ou: trtrlnil a 'ld he l tby recreation 

nece snr-;1 to oltizenship i ll re~ t d ooracy . ~he obli at ion , l s , f'alla upon 

dl of u.a , :t t e re onai ilit fo r lea.der ·hi in thi · tas f l u _on r 

city govem nt. nd I·ti cu.l6.r a:oon t o ".E!4l ~· of ·teo. Atxl t t i recisol;r 

Tl'..e pro'bl~ f Ju:vcmile d.elin<p.al •. of c.our·ue, eo .. t i th us. or ey years . 

Bu.t, .1n the n.st t. o yo ,ra, since the p rase. :t -Oil r ed office, e incidence 

of crime . oz our y Wl6 r people a incrcnsed noticeably . reo t rep rt . for 

exo.m le , 'Pt1bli eu by t Ju.veni l e rotecti on C 0011n! ttee of the inne oU s ou.no U 

at rent-Teaoha r 1~ ooiettons , notes t t offici l s of tbe octhool oar c.nd : ark 

oa.rd ana. p roper ty OWllE!rs in 1\!Ememl l l&ve expressed Alarm a b011t tbe serirus in-

o~eaae 1n Tand 11 tmd t c de.strt.'lotion ot prop rt . ·• ''Thaa.s d. s of dollars ot ... 
t nx ayers • money .. " , t he rel)ort g oes n to ea;r ; t• t · be wnated in t he repl.A oemont 

board. pr. o rty • ' 

is ig ·or ly 011.0 of he many i ndio tiona f t e growl~ ser i ou. ness of the 

pr obl·C'. of Juvenile el i nCUA ency . are are . ey others . 

·· ch ool. t e c~rs nd ooisl told or exe.m le, that thEtY .n ti oe 

mere end. ore re tlessnea mno ~· t e children in ou.r sc ools . They tell 

me, too , that th number of t ruancie r o soh ol rc cl early on the iner · ae . 

Even more reveal!~ are the f ,ures c olloern.t ,.. delinquenCy . r 1941, f r ax:-

re 2100 .om"' lsin s recorded agfl.i.IU t :r · p opl in our city . 

1942, htJ~Vover, thia fi ;ure had rlac n to ov r 2GOO, a.n i cr s of 21 peroent 1n 

one y ot1r . 

hereas 1044 oa e~ were referred tot e juvenile ourt . in 1941, t ere ere 

1216 h t:l t yea r . ere ain 1 e incre ae f 15 rcent • 

, h ever. i t e i ere ae i n j voni l e del1nqy.1eney a o irls . 
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There ere 559 df;ll1n ency o pl inta recorded a. in t irl.s tn 1941. But in 

1942, there ere GOZ 1 o.n lncr e 1n a period of nly o e year , r4 a.l oat 10 p· roent . 

wven ore a trtki i a t he f4c t t t t 1ll bar ot -delinquency ea~ea or o g irls 

o.otu. 1 referred to the oourt.s 79 x·CeJ t 6 1' :t er in 194!.i t .&.n 1n 1941 . 

,ases involvi del1n on 

or!ne i nvolv-inc seJt . 

f gir htl.ve incr o sed _ a.rtioo.larl with reapoot to 

lt must be n ted t h t the f'i rea :refe · only' to ooe ca.aes fllich ho.Te 

acto.nlly been brwg t t .o t he attention or t e crurt.:~. ere i no VJ8/f of t U 

b. ny y QU.r.g people ho evidero e d l intJ!l. on ve g one '1:.1nS.l?Prehended. 

h e do lin _u.c:ney -probl i a. eapecially P.£!: ra.Va.ted n beonu. e f the streBses 

nd stmi s of' ar-ti e c .ndi t1 on • Fat eri.' ·and older broth.e.ra ht~.ve, or t 

gone. r.t into t o med. aorvioe., , or i nto ·r jobs oo.t ide t ho oity. a moth ers 

·ve };8triotioally u.ndertaken oo in w~ r pl !1\.t 

ea.ns t . t t 1ly uperv1ei on, so neoe· saey to ·t 

Bnd rele. ted i nduatri a . nis 

tra.i 11 f'l!' r · ar>le , 

ie no abae t i n y inst co • 

A r ort :f. u.ed. o by t ho '' r . m ower i ioate , tart e~ore, 

ye r from this are Df our t t 69, 00 nore w r wor k ors · i 11 be needed -1 t hi n 

,gt te. Sor1e 9,000 01: t e·e ··ill vc to be •ome.n. 11'his en'"' t t e ·re 11 b e 

mu less ho 

past. It me 

11pervt ··on for y-oung ople uo· · y eD.r t an the:re s bean 1 t e 

too t h t e or.n expect on ey n re t r :rise· i n juvenile delinq_ ene-.r 

1 t he f uture un e.:~o rur oi ty g ovornnont acts decisively .,.nd e n tr cti ve ly nO\iV. 

pl"iv -.te r. elfu.re agenoi es have, t of them , been g {vi excellent and 

noble ~e:rv.toe tQ th.e eli ins.tion of delinqnenoy · ug l r y .1th . t ct, they re 

he.ndioap·.ed 0;1' 1 Ct Of f OilitieS and fUnd • ~tl~ of t .i t llaye beoo:;1e understaffed 

becaus e of t he np , or t)l ortage . Th· s indico.te:J e.l o e.t n , 1ore than ever 

boi' · r , t he c l t y 'B g ovor nent i d especill.lly t o ,. of.fioe. mu.st aaume the 

re ponsibllit of providi r. ~ reoree.tiom.l facilities a nd w r vts!on for ou.r 

l t y•s t h • 

.uneli ah c oricnoe in t e la t r snd. drui t l fir.:~t ear £ t l i war, 



as !,te ll s Ot.U' o e perieno e du.ri ,. t he f r s t m r, sh ed ole r ly t t j uvenile 

· , unleb overnl!ent f bita 

a c naoiou and dete 1ned ef f ort t ce t t • !'t " D t l ol enm obli :ti on , thcl'e-

f • t pres t 'cyor f t er t'.ll , i su.p;>os d to 1 111 abo t ch t h i ~s -

t o u.nder t o. .-rn·e t i ve a cti on bv ay of e.ntioi · tim d ec t he ve • 

b 1 ote tial i ncre il e r:£ o r i , y th . 

·t;. a t d i d he of f ice do to lve t h i r obl · ? The answer 1 t n oo t 

nothi.~ • · h en t b · i 1 eh oa t o t , 1 t r. s~ curi ou.sly cnou._. 11 j :u rt t wo 

we s ef' r e oc on . ·o ppoi.atetl . t t h11ge c , ttee , 

a o . c anr t toe, t tuey t o.~. Ju venile delin cy in innea '9Qli e • 

o t f th ;, e 90 men d oe11 .. re, it 1 t o , capable ·.co la 1 trai ed i n so h .l 

ty 1 eAGle r;J~h :t:p • t t,~ e - or ~t.S t ~n , ' s el l ~ y ou · Dd I , t t 

' prob l ot ,juvc ni l v delinquency- c not be ol't od by 1 r e d un t el do t~.t in~ 

oo l et1e · u.c . s t he r eae, t connut t eo • .:.o ai t nt 1 eo pai p;lr iod b e.fo re 

s t ep oo t · ~ o pr ob l d. •. o th w 1 :t a. 90 r.w.n co it t ee , l ndic t es 

t b t 01' i nt end to t he i e J v nil del i nauen for his ,;n 

polit i c 1 'Plr""!? se • 

T e prob la of the :f\:t tu.r I.U' oi ty • y ou:th i s t oo 1 ; ort "!: t.o be J:.gn red 

o:r to be ~ ed a.~ JOlit ic :t f otb 11 . .P r not 117 i s de U n o o deetrtati v. of' 

c ~ nit,. ·ol f ·.re. tit t oo t on r 1.U., t he liv e.:~ le h . i t 

d. ... rcve t s t a~ fro.~ grovd ne i nt o -well 1 :t.nded 1ti zena . 

to ~ t er pro.t'essi on.. yout hful crime f or 

ot h e b ee e>J~ on i l o , .f'Ld t c elv jected . 

un appy "b c o.llae our n " d force hnvo r e u.aed to co n t i r rvi ce • Yet it is 

c l e r tna·~ t h o· e bo· an ;ir h re n i .nlmr ont bo.d. 'l'h Etr h ve ne trt!iY' beoa.use 

we, t h du.l t of t 10 c o unity, he v in ibl ·'" i on to . 

them . .nd one t t e m<Rl t im or ant f th e ob l · ion 1. t l e el eotion C1f 



Pf.l§e 5 

goye:rtL m .t el otfioia.ll!J who wlll o u-ageou ly o.nd i ntoll i e ntly act to eli nate 

t ll o au.s es t juTenile d e11n _ mcy • 

I prop~e t t a renli tic atte to ·olvc the .r ble of javenil~ ori e 

mu, t involve t ho followi i~ ediato actio, : 

( 1) mt.tzJt f'ir;~t trenehen our olice facilitie s t h r police 

officer~ to juv nile rob.em , 

r.d roble s of juvenile de lin uency . z r!eoein tli er, a 11 a t he l at , 

er 18 t da to dee re 

or · ou.ng r coplc t d to ire :rea.se. e rea:. 1 • f c 

r t1 e, 

' t t 

no t s e 

d on 

ov r 1 ;rc dr 1 d o eit her into the· ~~ed. ervice~ or into 1nr i nd:llS tri a .• 

ea.n3 t at 

neees a 

rea just :ne of 01 police r nel c be t de t t danger . rr 

olio e e rson.nel ud be 1nare sed . 

( 2) The "'a.yor M d polio e f r oe mu t, seeonc.'U;r , 

enforce exist 1 aw , suoh a t h ou.rf' la s, t l . 1 .. 

e a doter i ed ef ort ·o 

a1 · t o eroi lizod 

Tioe , a n:i the l a w io . forbi d. · lt s to co ibu.t e t t ho olin .. or a. no • 

These l aws !ll.ve as t .e l r pu.r . se t .1e preTention of ori o . OM YO!UlB p -ople. less 

t r ever , they are ere sam. :; P per . 

( Q l hi%'\ily ' exist! aooi 1 age oies :u. t l"O . , and ooi w l:f'arc 

activi t . es nd orvlces for out t e 8.l: a.aded . e t .t 

elfnre e cies to 0 1:TJ on ex,,o. . t te . t e l r 

{4) · e u t , tou.r t h · , 0~ .n soh ol fac Htie after cll ool h t) r , 30 t hat 

our sc ool· me;r ervc tb e. 't 0 l v sed ·!'oo r t :m . it ver 

Jl'nl t rovi.d Sl.l rvi ;f on, t oo , · r ~1 6 nd t boy c l u. 1J' d e ' tltt' a t house • 

ont 

(5} 1fthly , oil tie • 

d d 1 oe11t rs f ~ c ildr on f fll' ts wnr ork . 

This ! neoa a 2'J :it only to 1.U" d 1· n ency l'!.r o.:; t 1aa y ' .,. ..,. 

e se ~~c mi nd f ~~rent wh , ~ r o~ ~ · r o · ~ , m ... ot c· rry on their n .1 



( 6) ixt . , e uat eoo :tra.ge church r . t open t · 1r r cra~tional 

fac 1llt1ea toy ~ rganim tio ve b e:n do no t fo r 

so 

( 7) i!in he • ·or' s fi ·· l'!j ao r d of t e va 101.1 

anci D i h c.ro o cornoc. t o reo 1tL u.vmil del n en • c t ooordin :t ton 

i o sn in rdc t t t ·at r be det . 1ner1 U)d el 1mted. 

le t 

'inn· pol ~. l ~ledg thn t, 1f 1 o .. ed ~ 1 r, I a 1 t 1te t ad itt u.ut t i ng 

t 1 dg th .t I f r p t-v r 

'10 t t h c a 1d ~cell n ~t i on 

of 

nd t u .r · oyD r et11rn! •f h e, 

r v1 hat , if 1 oted. I 1 co· 1 t rc:pre entil'l{; ineua, 

1 r, eduo nd ot rou. to t e ; r o~ t ~s ni z. ti n of o~r 

ci t · '- ' ld to · !<;: t · tive reorg niz tio • 

I od, tixuill.Y• t:mt I W. l cono·e:m self ith oh prob le :J a 

housi "', • the p omotion It dorstand ~· oetwe c~ d 1 r, 

t he d - e tie f or hie oli 

r .. ot me d ~:~t t 'tl , a. r le r~ e 10 t , 1 l ecte • r , I hn.ll d. • ut ::~ t 

to · i vc aff'cc, ib o " , 7 point rce t::n. w ic}l I vo or;. tli.n d 

tr a ol .a .• • robl ns ve.nile elinqu.on y. 

c n no lol..,.,.er .~.ford to de H \tly .nd a. th tic ll;r 

r 

g vi . r ''blooCJ. 1 te r " t ,; t ur d r:i: li. · . i g t e dure d 

, ov ~ em Jt n t bo 

tult i lii'for ae d .. :'1 r it;y . 
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erict tb. ho fut e , rost n ·the y uth t odey . Let here d n 

re olve to be "'Oriley f t } t t ve pl~ed th t . • t e t cv ry 

moth r a: d ftl.'ther o 

elected as &~r offici 1 

in th eh· .J. tal. 

i 

d . en lot us de:· nd t · t th sa en d man 

re entntive be OO"..t co 1n e i action;, sten.d.fa. · t 

r oavc no r t:> . f r i naet vety n :d i.t1d.1f:f'erence . 

ou .... -.t r" ;e ~ to viotoJ.:r -
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Friends and ellow Citizens: 

In t o previous radio t alks addressed to the p eople of Unneapolis, I opened 

rcy oampaign for the office of 1Jey or by disouss irg with yov_ sane of the maj or 

problema now o onf ronti ng our city . 

In tho se talks, I pointed out that Minneapolis needs, ab ove all , v igorous 

and yet constructive leadership; 

the kind of leadership that will unite our citizens in the prewent great mr 

effort; 

the kind of leadership that looks ahe ad and plans for a post- war Minneapolis; 

the kind of leadership that is, above all , responsive ani r espons ib l e to th e 

needs and the wishes of our people. 

I pointed out, m·oreover, that the Mayor ' s of f ice in 1 inneapolis is suffering 

from a disease of do-nothi:ry;ness. I i ndicated that the fact s prove , in my opinion , 

and in the opinion of hundreds of you people who have been ki nd enough t o (£fer 

your judgments , that the p resent Meyor of finneapolis has been a do-nothi~ Jl!..ayor; 

an unimaginative ~ayor; A 1ayor who, ho·wever good his intenti ons , has been able to 

give Minneapolis only the most colourless , the most indecisive, the . ost madiocre 

type of leadership. 

The present l .Slf or, I pointed out fi=s:J ±±l:1:e!!I!M!!I!?IIIIF-ee, has failed to ac t construc tively 

in such matte r s as law enforcement, city planning , goverrunental reorganization liWili!

education1 ~~-WtW~) ~ V~ ~-
Tonl€;ht, I wish to talk to you of anothe r pr oblem that is confronting our city, 

an other probl em about which our present Mey or has demonstrated a d o-noth i ng attitude. 

I refer to the pr oblan of crime among ou.r youth; to the problen, that is, of 

juvenile delinquency . 

I need not tell you that the fu. ture of our city and our nation lies with its 

y outh. You know that already. Yet, it is i mportant every once in a while to again 

ran i nd ourselves of this fact . The s trength of our c i ty:. .8i!lli our stat e, and Ot+r 

nation oan be no greater than the strength of ou.r youth. This important truth makes 
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it imperative, therefore, that those of us who are parents •e hte o!f~es~ 
those of us who hold political office, yes, t:1. ose of us who a re just plain ·citizens, 

must asau.me an obligation to our youth . le are obligated, each and every one of . 

us, to provide for our young p eople t he sound training and hesl thy recreation 

necessar,r to citizenship in a g r eat democracy . The obligat ion , I s~ , falls upon 

all of us. BUt the responsibility f or leadership in this task fal l s up on our 

city government , and particularly up on the - ~or's office. And t hat is precisely 

Where leadership has been mos t lacki~. 

The problan of juvenile delin~ency has J of course, been with us for many years. 

:But, in the past two years , since the p resent _K.eyor he.s assumed office, t he incidence 

of crime amorg our younger people has increased noticeably . A recent report, for 

example , published by t he Juvenile Protection Committee of the Minneapolis Council 

of Parent-Teacher Associations, notes that officia ls of the School Board and Par k 

Board and property ovmers in general "have expr essed alarm about the serious in-

crease in vandalis:n and the destruction of property." "Thousands of dollars of 
..., 

taxpf\Yers' money", the rep ort g oes on to s~, "is being wasted in the replacement 

of arc lights, broken sch ool windows, and park board prop:lrty ." 

This is only one of t he many indicati ons of t he g rowing seri ousness of t he 

prob lem of Juvenile Delin~ency . The re are many others. 

School teacrers a nd social wor kers have told me, for example, that they notice 

more and more a g rowiJ:¥5 r estlessness among the children in our schoolso They tell 

me, too, that the number of truancies from school a re clearly on the increase. 

Even more reveali~ a re the figures c oncerning delinq_uency . I n 1941 , for ex-

ample, there were 2100 compl a i nts recorded aga inst young people in our city . B.Y 

1942 , however, t h is fi gure had rise n to over 2600, an increas e of 21 percent in 

one year. 

Whereas 1044 cases 1ere referred t o the juvenile courts in 1941 , there were 
~ 

1216 last y ear . Here again is an increase of~l5 perc ent • 

. ost alanning, however, is the increase in juvenile delin~ency among girls. 
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There were 358 delin~en~ complaints recorded against g irls in 1941. 

1942, there were 603, an increase in a period of only one yea:r, of almost 70 - ----
Even more striking is the fact that the number of delinqu.ency cases among 

actually referred to the courts was 79 percen t g reater in 1942 than in 1941. 

Cases involving del i nqu.enc,y of girls have increased partiCQlarly with respect to 

crimea involving sex. 

It must be noted that these figures refer only to those cases ~luch have 

actually been broognt to the attention of the cou.rts. There is no wey of telling 

hON rmny yo~ people who evideree delin~ency have gone unapprehended. 

The delinquency problem is especially aggravated nov1 because of the stresses 

and strai ns of war-time condi tiona. Fathers and older b rothers have, many of them , 

g one off into the armed services, or i nto wer jobs outside t he city. Many mothers 

have IStriotically undertaken jobs i n wa r plants and related industries. This 

means t hat femily supervision, so nece;:;sary to the training of y oung people, 

is now absent in many instances. 

A report issu ed 3 days ago by the t ar Aanp ower ommission i ndicates, furthe~ore, 

that 59 ,000 more wa r workers will be needed within a yea:r from this area of our 

state. Some 9, 000 of these will have to be women. This means that t he re will be 

much 1 ess hom.e rupe rvi si on for y oung people ne xt y ear than t he re has been in t h e 

past. It means too that we can expect an even g reater rise in juvenile delinquency 

in t he future unless our city g overnment acts decisively and constructive~ now . 

Our private welfare agencies have, most of them, beengivi~ excellent and 

noble service to the elimination of delinquency among our youth . Yet, they are 

handicapped by lack of facilities and funds. 1 any of t h em have bee ane understaff ed 

because of the manpower shortage . This indicates al oo t hat n<m, more than ever 

before, t h e city's g overnment, an d especially the ;,tayor's office, IllllSt assume the 

responsibility· of p rovidi ~ recreational facilities and su.pervision f or our 

ci ty ' s you. th. 

English expe rience in the last war and during the first years of this war, 
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as well as our own expe rience during the -t::!;. war, showed clearly that juvenile 

delinquency tends to increas e du r i!:\5 war peri od s , unless government exhibits 

a conscious and determined effort to check i t. It was t he solemn obligation, there-

fore, of the pr esent 1. eyor, who, after all, is supposed to know about such things -

to undertake preventive action by way of antici pating and checking a t t he very 

beg:.nning this p otent ial increase of crime amoJ¥5 our youth . 

What did the Hey-or' s office do to solve this problem? The answer is: almost 

nothi$. \'!hen t he "J.ayor final ly chose to act, it was , curiously enough, just two 

weeks before t he coming election. He appoi nted at that time a~~ canmittee, 

a 90 man c anmit ~ee, to study the problen of juvenile delinquency in ·1:inneapoli s . 

Moat of those 90 men and women a re, it is true, capable people , trai ned i n s ocial 

work Bnd conrnunity leadership . But t h e l!Iey"or llll.l.S t know· , as well as you and I, tha t 

i!he problan of juvenile delinquency cannot be solved by large and un,wielay~ d~1Ja~~ng lna.A/J.O 
((~ Ca4t/it-/-oL~ ~~~· 

societies such as the present com..'D.ittee . To wait until t he campaign ~ riod before 

takii"\5 a step against the proble.n, and to then a ppoint a 90 man committee, indicates 

tha t the Mey or intends to use the issue of juvenile delinquency for his ovm 

political purposes. 

The proble.n of the future of our city ' s youth is too important to be i g nored 

or to be used as a political foot ball. For not only is delinqu e nc destrtcti ve of 

communi t y welfa re, but it too often ruins t he lives of t h e young p eople whcm it 

touches, and prevents t hen from growi ng i nto well educated and social minded citizens . 

:Boys and girls wi th delinquency records find it difficult to secure employment or 

to enter a profession . lfaey young men today, taint ed by some youthful crime for 

which they mev- not have been wholly resp onsibl e, find themselves dej ec t ed and 

unhappy because our a rmed forces have refused to accept t hei r servi ces . Yet it is 

clear that these boys and girls are not inherently bad . They have gone astrey- because 

we, the adults of the community, have i n sane wey failed to meet ot.u· ob l igat ions to 

them. And one of the most important of those obl :i.gati ons i s the election of 
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governmental official s who will c ourageously and i nt elligent~ act to elimi nate 

the c auses of juvenil,e d elinCJ).lency . 

I p ropos e that a realistic attempt to solve the pr oblem of 

nm.s t involve the f ollowing imi. ediate actions: 

~ 1e must ~ strenghen our police facilities th r ough r eassignil':€ police 

offic ers t o juvenile problems, and t h rough specialized training in the c har~cter 

and pr oblems of juvenile delinquency. Experience in this war,as well as t he last , 

shows that crimes am ong people over 18 tends to decrease in war time, while t h ose 

of younger people tends to increase . The reason is, of course, t hat men and \>K> men 

ov er 18 are drained off either into the armed services or into war indus tries . This 

means that a readjustment of our police personnel can be made wit hout danger . I f 

neoessa>y , polio e personnel should be inoreas•'+f"'"i:; ·{4 .J... t""'!l;;l '(!r U'H ~~ T ooi!. 
~)The _JfAy or and police force must, i i tardloi', make a deter ined ef fo r t to 

enforce exist i r:g laws, such as the curfew l aws , the laws agai nst c anmerciali zed 

vi ce, and the laws which forbid adult s to cont r ibute to the delinquenqy of a minor . 

These laws have as their purpose the preventi on of cri me am ong y oung people. Unless 

th~ are enforced, however, th~ are mer e scraps of aper . 

{3) Thi existing social sgencie s must be re- enf or ced, and social welfare 

act ivi ties and services for youth mu.st be expanded . Our gove_r nnent must aid our 

welfar e agencies to car~ on and expand the scope of their excel lent work. 

~j ~ e must, fe~thi,y, open school facilities after school ho r s, so that 

our schools ~serve the additional purpose of supervi sed recreation . City government 

mast pr ovide supervision, too, for playg r ounds, boys clubs, and settlement houses . 

(5) Fifth~ , a special attempt muat be made to ~4:~ supervised fac iliti es , 
c: 

such as d~ m~series and social cent ers for children of parents engaged in war work . 

This is necessar,r not only to curb delinquency amor:g these y ollr\g people, but to 
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(6) Sixth~, we mu.st enc our age church g roups to open the i r r ecreat ional 

fac i li t i es t o y oung peopl e . Many church or ganizations have been doing t h i s f or 

some time, and with notab l e success . 

( 7) Finally , the Mayor's office must coor d inate the work of t he va r ious 

agencies vfui ch are concerned v'li. th overcomi Qg j uvenile delinqQency. uch coordinat ion 

is necessary in order that the a reas of danger be determined and el i mina. ted . 

In ~ previous r adio talks, l made certain pledges t o the people of 

•_inneapolis . I pledged that, if elected MSi\"or, I shall take t he l ead in uniting 

business, labor, professional and civic g roups b~ind our ci~ ' s wa r effort . 

I pledged that I shall t ak e the lead in t he mat t e r of planni ng fo r a post - war 

Minne apoli s by attempting to implement the c ons tructive ru d excellent suggestions 

of the city planning commission with redpect to the expansion of our indust r ies, 

and t he guaranteeirg of full employraen t to our selv es and to our boys r etur ning heme. 

I pl e1ged that , if elected, I shall app oint a co:nmi t t ee r epresenting lusiness , 

labor, education , a nd other civic g roups to stuqy t he pr esent or ganization of our 

city ' s g over nment, and to make suggestions for constructi ve r eo rganization. 

I pledged, finally, that I shall concern IIzy"self vlit h such problems as 

housing, slum clearance, the promotion of understanding between c api t al nd labor, 

and the full utilization of the natural resources and beauties for which 1tinneap olis 

has become so widely known . 

Let me add at this time a pledge t hat, if elected ~.~l\Yor, I shall d o my utmost 

rj!}-- to g ive ef fec t t o t he 7 point progr am whi ch I have outlined a s a means of rechcing 

or abolishing our g r011i ng probl ems of juvenile delinquency. 

Fellow citizens , we c an no l onger afford to d eal lightly and apa t hetically 

with the social and politi cal i ssues facing our city . Americans everywhere are 

givii¥S of "blood swea t and tearst' that our danocratic wey of life might endure and 

move on t o new height s of ace omplishment . Your children and my childr en mu::> t not be 

made the innocent victims of adult indiffe r ence and i iiLmorality . The s trengt of 
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.America, the hope of a future, rests in the youth of todey. Let us here and now 

resolve to be worthy of the trust our children have placed with ua. Let every 

mother and father do their part, and t hen let u s de .. nd that those men and romen 

elected as our official representatives be c ourageous in the i r a c tion ; steadfast 

in t h eir purpose . Total war leaves no r oo , for inactivety and indifference. Dai~ 

we must renew ou r faith in God and cou try repe ating our pledge to victo:cy --

' e can , we will, we must%" 
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