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Friends i'.nd Fel loTT Citizens: 

Tonight I c.m openinc; the second pho.se of my c::unpc.ir;n for the office of 

mayor of I:inneapolis. On Iic..y 10 the people of I~i:n.noc.poli s nominat ed me for this 

high office o.fter le ader s r e presentiag a ll s ections of the connunity and people 

in all sti'.tions o.nd in all Tmlks of life hn.d rr.lliod to my support . 

During thcprimar~r I conducted my co.rr.pa.i.;n o:1 c. high level of sound and 

constructive di scussion of the bror.d , fundc..ne~1tc.l probler;J.s confrontinG our cor;J.

munity . I avoided pe rsoni'.lit i es . I avoided r.md - s linc i ns . I avoided innuendo 

and half - truths . 

That the people of r:i nncnpolis indorsed this t~'pe of cn.mpnicnint; uas 

o.ttcstcd to by the f a ct that they c.ccorded no o. p l n co 0~1 the ticket . Their support 

as you knou, nas spontn.neous c.nd sincere . Tho r esponses thcct I h r.d to my many 

radio tc.lks convinced no thc.t the people of Li m cc.po l is hn s grmm .,·;en.ry of co:1duct ·· 

ing , ycc.r nftor yo8.r , the cnnpai'·;ns for nc.yor on ·'.::ho bc.s is of nud- slin;;inr; and 

slc.nder . 

! ":y nonination nc. s oxtrono ly [; r c.tif;:,·int; . ..·..nd I 1;ish o.t this time to 

extend to tho peop le of T!irmuc.po lis ny ;;10st si:1core thanks r.nd to rest8.to thc. t I 

sh<'- 11, if elected , justify the profound co::1f i donco thc.t the po0plo ho.vc plr.cod 

in no . 

It hccd boon ny hope th .-.t tho o:1t iro c~.npr. i r;n n i .:_:ht be conducted Oj1 cc 

hi~h l evel . It hr.d bor;:n r:w hope thr. t tho pr esent ;·1c.yor u i c;i1t s oc fit to ncct ny 

chr.llonco to discuss tho inportr.nt issues of t:1is cc.npo.i~·,l:. n ithout recourse to 

nud - slint;inc; c.nd slr.ndorous i nYo ~ti -:o . 

Tho cc.n:;?c. i :·n , horevcr- - contrr.ry to i w dosircs--tod.r.y suddenly tool: o.. 

turn \thich plunc;od r.lJ' op~or..o::.t ' s pro;:;rr.r.l i:1t o the l o·:;ost doptl1s thr. t it cc.n rc<'. ch . 

I c.ra referrinG to tho hec.dlil:os of thi s e -~·oninr; ' s ncFspr.;::>c rs. In r. 

r eport of a tr.lk p r opr.r od for de li vor • this cYo:li~l:; Tl::.c i:c.yor -.ms quoted as 

chn.rr; ing me Trith hc.vin.::.; the support --c.nc~ I ':note f rom tho ?:ilmoc.polis Tines--of 

"rc.cL::oteors." 



- 2 -

Lot ;·,lo ror.d you tho sr.liont portio~1s of this :ccTrsp::>pcr story: 

11 Thc rn.ckctoors a r c br.ck in this ec..mpc,i ,;n , upon the side of r:ty opponent , 

n. r:-.1od nith vicious r.nd dir.bolicr.l schoncs to discredit 1.-r._,,t I hr.vo dono . 

" Sor.1c of those rr.clc otocrs , l ot no f'.dd , i ntroduced my opponent to the lnbor 

novc::1cnt in Hinnca.polis r.nd helped foist hin upon t "1c honest ·.rorkin::; peop l e of this 

city as f'. stc.nda.rd bcn.ror . 11 

IJTL."'llcdiatc ly r.ftor this slr.nderous chf'.rt;o c.p;_:Joc.rod in tho cc.r ly cdit i oi:s of 

tho evening noTrspa.pors , I c f'. llcd the reporters of tl:o no•·;spc.pc r s to c.sk thou to 

a ccor.r;:mny me to the mc.yor 1 s office nhJrc I Tioulcl. c. s~-:: the jX>.yor to produce the 

evidence to substn.ntif'.tc tho ch~.r.::;c . 1'~10 n .• nopo.pcr :·:en c.ccoptod tho invitc.tion f'.nd 

nccom:x-.ni.::d no to tho nc..Jror ' s office . 

In tho pre sonce of tho 21 Y\ ·sp0.pcr non I c.s~~vd t'1c ~.Ir.yor )Oi:1t blr.nl: to 

produce the evidence to substo.nticcte this clln.r::;o . 

The l!ayor ' s only .r eply vrns , "Th is is politicc: ." 

In tho course of a half-hour intenric··r, I ropcc:ccd ~-J- r.s~:cd the I.Ir.ycr to 

pr oduce mie iten, one bit of cvL~cnco to substc.nt i ~ tc ~is chc-crc;c. 

Ec.ch tine tho Kf'.yor sc. id , "This is rolitics . I Tiil l runny ca.npc,icn tho 

•;r.y I uc..at c.nd you can run your c:--.npc.:;_L;n tnc ':-:~r ~"ou -,;r.::t . " 

I chc·.llcn· cd the iin.yo r to pr':lducc the evidence to substr.nti .to spccific:-.:::."r 

the chr.rc;c thc-.t r o.cl:otoor s introciuc c., d no to tl1c l r.bor no·.-o:::tcnt • 

.i~.;o.in he sr. i d : 11 This is polit ic s . I 1rill run ny cr:::1p r'.lt:;n ; you run ~.rourr .'' 

:~t thr.t nor.1cnt I Lu'crncd tho I:c.yor thr.t this · .. 'o..s ~1ot poJ.i t ics--thc.t this 

y;-c.. s r..othinc more nor loss th;;.n r. dclibcro.tc lie r.nd f2.J.sc l1ood ·. ~hich ~1c hc,d neithe r 

the ri :::;ht to sc.~r nor t~1e o7ido:n:co to support . 

To this str.tonc:1t, t'1c ~:::-.yor ~:!'.do :10 rcpl3· . 

J~;:;o.in I rcr.:indod the 1::--.;:-·.:>r thr:t cxcor)·c:::; fran hi.s :::;pooch uoro um:orthy 

of r. n~n in public office . 'l'h..; vicio.J.s c.tt2.c~ . • I told hi: _, , r.ddcd noith-:: r diGnity 

to his cc.mpa.it:;n nor constr uctive nr c u.':'l.ent on tho issues co!1fro:atin.:; tho people of 

Ui :r..noc,poli s . 
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If r~cketocrs exist in this city , I said , they exist boc~uso of the lack 

of law enforcement on the part of tho present rcc.:::linist r c.tian . 

At this point the uc,yor sts.tod th.·:c he did not b1.0H Yrhat VJC.s in tho speech 

and th.::. t he had not hnd tirae to r oad ~ t . 

Obviously, tho Nayor ispornittil'lt; other poo]J lc to propc.ro his c~m;;ai r_;n 

speeches y;i thout ho.ving h:·.d tho opportunity to rend tho c m~tonts or to verify tho 

JTtD.torial ..-dth tho evidence . 

This is not responsible ndministrc.tion ; this is not even politics . 

Such roprchons iblo nttr,cl:.:s prcpc.rocl c.nd u ritton for the H2.yor and not 

even revim:red by the l':Ts.yor :er e irro spans i blo acts in tho !li ;hc st office of our city. 

To you , t:10 people of g innco,polis , I so.y , I dotmnd that tho mayor sub star.-

tio.tc his ch~rGe by fc.ct , and to do so at once . 

I dei!k'tnd that the r.myor of Mi nnec.polis Gi thor retr::.ct this statement 

publicly or doli vor to my office a ffi do:vits subst c.ntio.ting his chc.r[;OS. 

If this sort of cn~pa.i;ninc continues , T:o hc,-;e roc.~chod o. noT: lm: in city 

politics . Tho I.Iayor not only falsely cho.r;:;od ;·1e nith st-:~IIJOrt on tho part of 

ro.ckotoe r interests but even uoro impcrto.nt , ho d irectly o.ccused the uorl:.:inr; men 

o.nd ·women of L~i1men.polis nho h::1.vo SUIJI.iOrted n:r c::-.:1d.iclf'.c:r Tii th be in~; fooled and 

nisled by their duly oloctod reproscntf':tivos i:1 t~1c :::1.olo:c:tod nsscmbly of tho 

llinnco.polis Contr::-..1 Lr~bor Union . 

Tho lJo.yor not only OliOS no r.m apolo;:::-1 ; he ouos "cho l c-.bor novomont of thie 

city an apo lo;;y , c.ml he m-rcs you, tho ::ooplc of I~im1cc.polis , o. clcc.r - cut stc.ter.10nt, 

giving you either tho facts to substmctirto his clain 0r c.. fo rmc.l r ctro.ction of 

the chc.. r ge . 

I oight add , on this ;:ac.tt :• r of slc.nd.Jr in the ~nra:xn;:;n , thd the incident 

of today cf'.mo o.s a culrainnti r:m +;o r~ vicious c.nd j_nsL-iaus T.rhisporinc cn.npn. ign. 

T:hisperin{; campaiGns hn.vo alvo.ys boon t~tc ncc.pon of those y;ho cn.n find 

no bc.sis for a. substo.ntial nnd r o::1. l ::1.ttc..clc . ~.nispcrir>.; campc..ir_:ns discredit only 

those TTho arc the purveyors of such nonsonso a:c1d sla.ndor . 
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But I am not vrorricd a bout such iasidious ~ncl vicious whisperinG cc.n

paicns because I l:non tha t tho people of liin:.:eapol:i.s 1:rill rebuke such stc.tomcnts 

c.nd those ;-;ho ca:.-ry then n.s do tho free poo~1lo of ~· .. r.cricCL rebuke the l i es of the 

Fo.scist c.nd Ha.z i propa.:.:;c.ndists . 

To you , tho peopl e of IIinnoapolis , I como n ith clean h:::mds . I desire 

neither tho finc..ncial nor moro.l support of those nho vrou ld defile our covcr l.1L1cnt 

or degrade our city . I vrould rather lose tl1is cr·.Rpai _:;n than to vrin thr ou;h 

politicn.l tr i ckery or deceit . 

HolT is tho time for those c:ho t.ro intcrc stad in vi ;:; or ous c.nd couro.r;eous 

lo:n enfor cement and those uho a r c interested in sound :::md efficient t;ovornncnt to 

r ally to tho support of one who -r."ill' foc.rlcss ly clmllont;e o. ll false stc.tcmonts . o.nd 

robul:o o.ll those nho l-rould choccpon ot~r nunicipal life . 

Let us be fran]: vrith ourselves . I:inno~.po lis ho.s not been clormod up . 

Hinnoc.polis toclc..y hc.s after- hour Jiqnor joint s ; r;n.:.G.blinc is rr.1.mpunt; our Jn:ws 

vrith respect to .3 l.mdCLy so.lo s of liquor nrc not b 'J inc enforced . 

Tho Governor of tho stc.to of Jli nncsoto. only l c.st n intcr vmrnod c. ll 

officia.ls of T.lUl'licipr::.litio s to enforce tho liqu~r c,Ed c;c.r.1bli~t; ln.ws or tho stCLto 

,-,ould tc.ko c.ction . 01-: Sundr.y , Doconbor 28 , 1 942 , stn.tc officers r n. idod tvro ni.;ht 

spots i YJ. i.!imloCLpolis , in s:1i t o of. tho dorJ.io.ls by tho IIo.~ro r tho.t there 1-ro r o 

illic i t plc..cos operc..tinc; i~1 r:i m:cn..po lis . 

tiorcovor , only lr::.st 1;rock th~ro 17arc p lri.cod on tho nc..yor ' s desk affido.vitr: 

cha r sine ton cstc..blishr:lonts vri th j_llecnl o:'f o.nd cn- so.lo of liquor on Sundays . 

Yes , whether tho IIo.yor vrill c.dr;.it i t or not 1 ever;;- citizen of IIinnco.polis h1o1-rs 

thr-"t tho la.us a.ro n ot boin.::; enfor ced , and th:'.t r.:'tor - honr clubs C'"nd c n.nb l in; 

hous es c.r o in ope r o.tion . 

In ny conference vrith tho :rr.:yor this nftc r nooc'l , I tol d hin d i rect l y tho.t 

tho tovm vra.s not cl_o CLnod up , tho.t tho t oY/!1 uc-,s o. s open o. s it ho.s ove r boon . In 

r eply to this , tho J:nyor sn.id : n.nd I que to: 

nyou uill l on. r n a ~;r ent d oc. l o.bout this city , if you got into tho 

nayor' s office . " 
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'.".bc,t this imnlics appnrontly is tl1at he had not boon rtblo to enforce 

law or drive out rad::eteers. In f act , if tho ;,1::-.yor h::cs driven out the racketeers, 

hon can it be that there arc any rucl:etecr s left to bacl: no? 

Ladies and cent lemon . let there be 110 m.i s ·~~a~ce a bout ...... 
vllJ.S , If you elect 

me mayor , I ;mnt the responsibility for la:r; cnforconent ; nnd I will enforce the lan , 

I am convinced the police force 1mnts to enforce tho Jo.x;s , and I knovr the public 

desires the lans to be enforced, I civc you ny solcwn pledge--a nd let this be a 

-rrnrnint; to those Y:ho nmr det;raclc our ;;overnr1cnt and our city by nakint; unholy 

alliances that pcrrait illicit oporo.t~.or.s--I t;ivo you m;)r plod::;c thn.t tho lm·rs y;ill 

be enforced . 

"\.s r.m.yor of this city I ·rrill o.ctivcJ.y r>.nd ':;holchcartedly cooperate vvith 

our county sheriff and our county n.ttorncy and our city council n.nd ce ll other duly 

constituted authoritic8 responsible for lau cnforcc2ent . 

I had planned in ny radio to. lks betuoon l.l.OTT ~nd the general election 

to discuss the really. importo.nt problems confrol-.t in:; ou;.· city and our city's 

govermaent. Toni:;ht I hr~d plmmcd to discuss Fith :.rou in some detail the machincr:.· 

of our city covcrnncnt o.nd hOi.r it operates . Unfo:· tunatoly , because of tho n:cturc 

of the chc.rcc leveled a;c.inst r.1c and tho :)ublicity ~;ivon to it 1 I felt it nccosso..ry 

to cone directly to you , the people , rmd t; i vo the s<;ory of subsequent events . 

At all times I ;-:ill speal~ out bo:!.dly and fearlessly . I have told the 

press that every meet:.nt; at Yrhich I speal:: they a;.·e nelcone to attend, I invi-~e 

questioninG and ca;.1 assure :rou that the ansners are forthricht and honest . 

Tomo r ro•r nicht at 8:30 I an schedule d 'So spea~: at a rr.?..ss mcetint; to 

be held at the Ark Auditorium , 3C11 First ..';.venue SQuth. Hothint; Trould be norc 

gr atifyint; than to have the :;:-rer·eni:. Jla~ro r or: ~~he ~) latform nith ne . Let the people 

ask both of us questions which thr-y deem vits.l and let there be brouGht into the 

open the raa.yor 1 s charge and tho vrhisperinG fa lsehoods , I T!ant to meet this 

nalicious charge now , and I r;-ant to meet it conclusi-vely, and I nant to deal ·;rith 

it in the presence of the voters of tho City of I:Iinneapolis . 
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The sponsors of tomor rovr nir:;ht 1 s mass r.:oetinc; inforn me that efforts Trill 

be made to have the nayor present. If for any re8.son he is unable to appear 

tomorr oVT evening , I stand r eady to spoal= from the sO.Ii10 platform at any date of his 

choosing and at any place of :1is choosing . I Hill cance l any previous ongac_;ements . 

I vrant to deal ·vrith this matte r at once , so th8.t I crm return to tho d i scussion of 

fundamental issues as outlined iri my advance public i ty , 

I have asked the mayor to cease thi :::; sort of lm; polit ics and to got up 

onto the hic;h level of inte lligent discussion based upon fact and r eason . In my 

r adio talks betvreen now and June 14 I nisl1 to discuss -.ii th you not only tho present 

difficulties that confront Ei m1capolis , but tho problems of ;_Jost - vmr or:2p loyncnt , 

of housinG , of industrie1 l expansion,· of lr.bor. relations , o.nd of the buildin&; of 

our city into a greate r metropolis . 

I shouilid like , in short , for "chis co.mpai ;n to provo i nforrmtivc and oduca-

tional , I nish to view this cam.pai;n as an oducationo.l foruin dirocted to tho 

objective of promoting an intcJ.licent understa.nding of tho problons of our' c ity 

t;over:mnont , 

Yes , I pro;:-9so to keep this cn.n:;:a.ic;n c l ean cmd co::.1structivc . I propose 

to discuss issues , not pors onalitios . .L propose -<:;o proeont fa.ct;:; , :10t fa.ncics . 

I propose to pr esent a pro:::rm,1 o:E' n.ctim1 loc!::ins to the futur o , not n. recitation 

of tho mistakes and sins of tho past . 

The good people of j\;Iim1oapolis ;:.rish to soc this city c l ean and our 

gove rnment efficient . Govo r rncnt r osponsible to tho J?OO"!:Jlc ;::il l do this job, 

but you tho peopl e must be Rilita:r:.t in :,rour Sl.'pport of o. candido.tc ·.-:ho is vrillinc 

to fie;ht for nho.t he l:nm7s to be rir::;ht . 

E~1.d . 
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Jr1eD4s &Dd Pellow Citizens: 
-

!eight I am epen.iug ~e second phase at 11\T campa.ign tor 'the office of 

lll&y'or or Jllnneapol;ls. On ~ 10 the people or llinneapolis naDina ted me for this 

high ottice after leaders representing all sections ot the co~~D~Utity and people 1n 

all stations and in all walks ot lite had rallied to zv a:tpport. 
- -

nuing the prima.17 I COnducted rq campaign on a high level or soa.nd qd 
- -

CQI.lshucti ve diseu.ssion ot the broad; fundamental problems cc:ntrontiDB Ottr com-- -

!IIUliV~ I avoided personalities. I &Yoided mud-sliDgiBg. I avoided 1mm.endo and 

halt-truths. 

'fha.t 'the people ~ JD.aeapolis indorsed this type ot ca~paign1Dg •• 

attested to br 'the fact 'that th9' accorded me a place on the . ticket~ ~1~ Bl.lpport;· 

as 7ou knOw, was spontaneOQ.B and sincqe. !he resp Cll.Ses 'that I had to rqr ~ 

radio talks convimed me that the people at lf:I.DJJeapolls has grown R&for ot ocdncting: · 

_. naDina ti on w&e extremel7 gratifY ir.g • A!ld I wl ah at this time to ex-

ter.d to 'the people or Jlinneapolis rJV most simere 'thanks and to restate that I sball.-
, ' 

if elected, JustU)' th. rotou.nd contidenoe that the people have placed in me. 

It had been uv hope 'that the entire campaign might be condcted on a high 

level. It had been DU" hope that the present DIBJ'Or might see tit to meet 'tfiT challenge 

to discuss the important issu.es ot this ca.Dpa.ign wi-thout recru.rse to mu.d-sU.ngiug and 

slanderous invective. 

~ campaign, however-- contra.:ty to IV desires-- todq sudden]T took a -• 
1u.m which plunged my opponent •s pr(8ram into the lowest depths that it can reach. 

-
I 818 reterriD:g to the headlines of this evenirg •s newapapers. In a _report 

- T~ ~ 

at a talk prepared for deliv el3' 1his evenhag or E«•s was CJ1,oted as charging me 

t- -d I ,...a.e •rom the Jft.mJeapolis Times-- ot "racketeers." w:l th baTing the sa.ppar - .._ .... -u" "" 



Let me read yaa. :the salient portions ot this newspaper atorr: 

"'!he raoketeers are back in 'this e&DP&igll, · upon the side ot 11\T 

opponent, 8Z'Jned w.Lth vicd.QIIls and diabolical schanes to discredit what I haTe 

doDS. 

"S~ or these racketeers, let me add, introdaleed IIV" qpponent to the 

labor moftment in Jrimleapolis am helped totst him upcn the honest w0rk1Dg 

people ot this ci tr as a at&Ddard bearer." 

Illlnediately after 1his slsnderoa.s charge appeared in the earq 

editions at the eTening newspapers, · I C&lledlihe reporters ot the Dewspapem to 

a* than to aCCJCiml'&JV me to the mqor 'a office where I would ask the myor to 

procm.ce the eTidence to substantiate the charge. ~ nenPJ,peman accepted the 

1nvttat1on and ace»mpanied me to the m:ror 's attioe. 

~ 
In tllt.e presence ot the Delf&pape me I asked li9'orAIB:ti.8itpoint bl.&Dk 

to produ.ce the eTiclmce to Sllb&tantiate this charge. 
-rJ.IEMI\'fO 'S. 

only rep11' was, "!his i olitics." 
- ~ 

In the oaa.rse at a halt-hour 1nter1iew, I repeated17 asked Jreirar 

mas to prOduce oa~ item, QD.e ld.t or evidence to substantia~· his charge. 

Eaoh time 1he mqor said, "!his is politics. I will ru.n IIV" campaign 

the ..,.... I want and J'Ql can 1UXI. yOJ.r campaign 'lhe vay you want." ... -
I challenged ll's7 cr &111118 to pr aluce the evidence to substantiate 

speci:ticall1' the ehari• 1alat ra.cketeer:s introc\:&.ced me to th labor moT~nt. 
-~ - - . . 

Again he said: "'!his is polities. I will :ra.n 11\r campai&n; YW. 

ran yoa.rs • " 

At that mcm.ent I informed 'the _,.or that this was nat politics- that 

this wa.s nothing ~e nor iess than a deli berate lie and f&lsehood which he had 

neither the right to sq nor the ertdence to support. 

'l!o tbis s1ia.tGent, the mqor made no rep~. 

Again I remimled the J118iYOr that a:oerpts frcm his speech w§re umror-
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ot a DaB in public atflce. The viciou.s attack, I told him, added uither dignitJr 

to his campaign nor oonstructuve &%'fJ1,meu.t on the issues cGilf'ronting th eople ot 

JO.nnea.polis. 

It racketeers exist in this ci y, I sai~ th• exist because ot the 

lacx of law enforcement on the pPlr~ or the present a.dminis tration. 

At this point 16f =~ted '\hat he did not latow what wae 1n the 

ep eeoh a.nd that he had not had time to r-.d it. 
~M ~r--,_ 

Obv1cnsly-l\ is permitting other people to prepare his campaign 

speeches w.tthal-t; haTing had i;he opportu.ntv ~o r ·ead:the ccn't;ente or to verify-

1ihe -.teria.l w11;h the evidence. 

rus il not responsible adlllinistraticn; 'this i t eyen politics. 

Such repreb.ens1 ble attacks prepared end wr1 tten tor t:tma.y-or and not 

eyen reviewed l1.T 'th~or are irresponsible aots in the highest o ioe of ~ 

ciy. 

!o yo_, the people ot JD.nDeapolis, I say-J I danand 1ib.at the mayor sub

s1antiate his charge by tact, and to do .a at once. 

I demand that the mayor ot JI!.Dneapolis either retract this statement 

publicly ar deUTer to JV ottioe attidartts Sl.bstantiating his charges. 

It this sort ot oampaign1Dg cont11111.es, we bs:re reached a new low in 

o11Qr polities. The mayor not cnly- false~ charged ae w1 th a1pport on the 

part ot racketeer interests ba.t even more important, he directly- acau.selll the 

world.:Dg men and wcmen at JD.nneapolis who have supported rtff candidacy w1 th being 

tooled au
1
:uu.a.sled b7 their duq elected representa.tiyes in the delegated assemb~ 

of the llinuapolis Centml Labor Union. _ 

•• p··*~es me &n apolGIIf• Ho owoo th4-bor aoT8111ent of 

'this city an apology and h~ owu y-011, the people at Jfin:aeapolis, a clean-ou.t 

statement, giv1DB ;yen either 'the tacts to substantiate his claim or a tol"'D&l 
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retmet1 on of' the charge. 

I might add, ' on this ma. tiler ot slander Sa the campaign, that the 

1-d•t ot todq oamo as a culmiD&tion to a rlcioots +idiouo whiaperillg 

eampaigll. 

11bisperbtg campaign& have al.w~s been the weapon of those who oan 

f'1Dd no basis tor a substantial and real attack. 'lhisper!ng campaigns discredit 

<11.~ those who are the crors ot cch ncnsense and slander. 

kt I am DOt worried abQJ.t sa.ch insidiaa.a SDd vicious whtsperb3g cam-

pa1p.s because I know that the people of' E.nnEapolis wtll r eblte .,_ch statements 

llld tmse who car17 the u do the tre 

Paacist and B'ad Pr .. n41sts. 

!o y011, th eople of' :vlnneapolis, I ocme W'ith clean hands. I ..__iillftl 

Gl.r goY .. maent or degmde oa.r city. I would rather lose this campaign than to 

win 1hrCIIQ8h political tr1cterr ar ..,.U: deceit. 

I01r is the time tor those 'lho are interested vigorous and ocnrageaa.s 

law enforcement a hose llho are interested in s <Und 8Z1d efficient government to 

ral~ to thesa.pport of' one who 11'111 fearless~ challenge all talse statements au\ 

reblte all thos• wh wcnl.d cheapen Gl.r JIIUlicipal. lite. 

Let us be frank with curselves. En.IISapolis has not been cleaned up. 

JO.nneapol1s to dar has atter...}].our liquor j o1nts gamlling is ram~&nt oar laws 

w1 th respect to Sa.IIdq sales ot l1CJ10r are not being orced. 

The goTenor ot the state of' lO.DDesota <1117 last winter wamed all 

otf'icials at Jlllllieipalities to Woroe the liquor and gemlbing lan or the state 

woa.ld take action. On Sa,n4a.y', DecEmber 28, 1942, state of'ticem raided two 

ntght spots in nnne~polis, 1n spite of' the denials '1111 the mqor that there were 

illicit places open. tinS 1n Vlnneapolis • 
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XareoY"er, only laS\ week there were pla.ced on the ma7cr'• desk atfidavita 

Cha.rgjzsg 10 establlsJ.Ients with illepl ott an an-sale at liquor on S~s. Yes, 

11he'\her the Dl&J'Or will admit it or not, eney citizen at KiDDeapolis knwa that 

the lan are not be1Bg mtorced, and that atter-hou.r clubs e.IId gambl.!Dg houses 
• .,# 

are" opeation. 
J 

In JV ccmterence with the mqor this afternoon, I told him directly tl:Bt 

the toa was not cleaned 'Up, that the tom as as op.aa. as 111 has ever been. In 

np]T to this, the IIIO,T01' Mid: o-J.. ~ ~ ..__ 
"YCit will l&Ll'll a great deal ab011t this city", it y-<n get into "he 
-

~or's Office." 

'lhat this implies appa.rentl7 is that he has not been able to ~orce 

law er drive cnt raekete_.s. In tact, it the ~or has driven cnt the racketeers, 

how can it be 'that then are ~ rackateers left to back met 

I.adies an &Dtl811~n, let there be no mistake , abeu.t thie. It 7011 elect 

me IDB\rOr, I want the respona1b111t,. tor law entorcaent J 8D4 I will entorce the 

law. I am c OllTinced the police force -.nts to enforce the laws, and I know the 

pa.bltc desires the lawa to be enforced. I g1ve y-oa. Jqy a ol•n pledge- and let this 

be a -.miDg to those 1ho now degrade Qlr government a#v ci~ "bT mald.Dg unho:q 

alliances that permit illicit opazaticms- I give y-oa. IV ple~e that the laY& Y!ll 

be enforced. 

As myor of this ci v I wlll actiT&l7 and wholehearted.J.T coope:rate with 

oa.r camv sheriff and cnr COW1V attorne,r an oa.r city c~il and all other dn.ly 

constituted authorities responsible for law enforcement. 
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I had planned in my r~dio talks between now and the 

general election to discuss the really important problems con

fronting our city and our city's government. Tonight I had 

planned to discuss with you in some detail the machinery of our 

city oavernment and how it operates. Unfortunately because of 

the nature of the charge leveled against me and the publicity givm 

to it I felt it necessary to come directly to you, th~eople, and 

give the stbry of subsequent events. 

At all times I will speak out boldly and fearlessly. I 

have told the press that every meeting at which I speak they are 

welcome to attend. I invite questioning and can assure you that 

the answers are forthright and honest. 

Tomorrow night at 8:30 I am scheduled to speak at a mass 

meeting to be held at the Ark Auditorium, 3044 First Avenue Scuth. 

Nothing would be more gratifying than to D~ve the present mayorpn 

the platform with me. Let the people ask both of us questions which 
--

they deem vital and let there be brought into the open the mayor 1 s 

charge and the whispering falsehoods. I want to meet this malicious 

charge now and I want to meet it conclusively and I want to deal with 

it in the presence of the voters of the City of Minneapolis~ 

The sponsors of tomorrow night's mass meeting inform me 

that,fforts will be made to have the mayor present. If for any 

~ason he is unable to appear tomorrow evening, I stand ready to 

speak from the same platform at any date of his choosing and at any 

placeff his choosing. I will cancel any previous engagements. I 

want to deal with this matter at once, so that I can return to the 

discussion of fundamental issues a s outlined in my advance publicity. 
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I have asked the mayor to cease this sort of low politics 

and to get up onto t~e high level of intell igent discussion based 

upon fact and reason. In my radio talks between now and June 14 I 

wish to discuss with you not only the present difficulties that 

confront Minneapolis, but th~roblems ottost-war employment, of 

housing, of industrial expansion, o~abor relations, and of 

the building of our city into a greater metropolis. 

I should like, in short, for this campaign t~rove inform

ative and educational. I wish to view this campaign as an education

al forum directed to the objective of promoting an intel l igent 

understanding of the problem~f our city government. 

Yes, I propose to keep this campaign olean and constructive. 

I propose to discuss issues, not personalities. I propose to presem 

facts, not fancies. I propose to present a program of action lookirg 

to the future, not a recitation of the mistakes and sins of the past. 

Th ood people in Minneapolis wish to see this city clean 

and our government eff icient. Government responsible to the people 

will do this job, but you the people must be militant in your 

support of a candidat e who is willing to fight for what he knows 

to be right. 



Friends and Fellow Citizens: 

Tonight I am opening the second phase of my campaign for 

the office o~ mayor of Minneapolis. On May 10 the people of 

Minneapolis nominated me for this high honor after leaders repre

senting all sections of the community and people in all stations 

and in all walks of life had rallied to my support. 

During the primary I conducted my campaign on ~ high 

level of sound and constructive discussion of the broad, fundamental 

problems confronting our community. I avoided personalities. I 

avoided mud-slinging. I avoided innuendo and half-truths. 

That the people of Minneapolis indorsed this type of cam

paigning was attested to by the fact that they accorded me a place 

on the ticket. Their support, as you know, was spontaneous and 

sincere. The · responses that I had to my many radio talks convinced 

me that the people of Minneapolis has grown weary of conducting, 

year after year, the campaigns for mayor on the basis of mud

slinging and slander. 

MY nomination was extremely gratifying. And I wish at this 

time to extend to the peopl~ of Minneapolis my most sincere thanks 

and to restate that I shall, if elected, justify the profound 

confidence that the people have placed in me. 

It had been my hope that the entire campaign could be main

tained on a high level. It had been my hope that the present mayor 

would see fit to meet my challenge to discuss the important issues 

of this campaign without recourse to mud-slinging and slanderous 

·: _:;:---- --:. invective. 

The campaign, however-- contrary to my desires-- today 

suddenly took a turn which plunged my opponent's program into the 
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lowest depths that it can reach. 

I am referring to the headlines of this evening's 

newspapers. In a report of a talk prepared for delivery this 

evening Mayor Kline was quoted as charging me with having the 

support-- and I quote from the Minneapolis Times-- of 11racketeers." 

Let me read you the salient portions of this newspaper 

story: 

"The racketeers are back in this campaign, upon the side 

of my opponent, armed with vicious and diabolical schemes to dis

credit what I have done. 

"Some of these racketeers, let me add , introduced my 

opponent to th~abor movement in Minneapolis and helped foist him 

upon the honest working people of this city as a standard bearer." 

Immediately after t his slanderous charge appeared in the 

early editions of the evening newspapers, I called the reporters 

of the newspapers to ask them to accompany.me to the mayor 's office 

where I would ask the mayor to produce the evidence to subs tantiate 

the charge. The newspapermen accepted the invitation and accompanied 

'me to the mayor's office. 

In the prescence of th~ newspapermen I asked Mayor Kline 

point blank to produce the evidence to substantiate this char ge. 

Mayor Kline's only reply was , "This is politics." 

In the course of a half-hour interview, I repeatedly ~sked 
~ 

Mayor Kline to produce item, one bit of evidence to substantiate 

his charge. 

Each time the Mayor said, "This is politics. I will run 

my campaign the way I want and you can run your campaign the way 

you want to." 

l challenged Mayor Kline to produce the evidence to 
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substantiate specifically the charge that racketeers introduced 

me to the labor movement. 

Agairut he said: "This is politics. I will run my cam-

paign; you run yours • n . 

At that moment I informed the mayor that this was not 

politics-- that this was nothing .more nor less than a deliberate 

lie and falsehood which he had neither the right to say nor the 

evidence to support. 

To this statement, the mayor had no reply. 

Again I reminded the mayor that excerpts from his speech 

were unworthy of a man in public office. The vicious attack, I 

told him, added neither dignity to his campaign nor constructive 

argument on the issues confronting the people of Minneapolis. 

If racketeers exist in this city, I said, they exist 

because of the lack offaw enforcement on the part of the present 

administration. 

At this point Mr. Kline stated that he did not know w~ 
was in the speech and that he had not had time to read it. 

Obviously Mr. Kline is permitting other people to prepare 

his campaign speeches without having had the opportunity to read 

the contents or to verify the material with the evidence. 

This is not responsible administration; this is not even 

politics. 

Such reprehensiole attacks prepared and v~itten for the 

mayor and not even reviewed by the mayor are irresponsible acts 

in the highest office of our city. 

To you, the people of Minneapolis, I-Asay I demand that 

the mayor substantiate his charge by fact, and to do so at once. 

I demand that the mayor of Mi!llleapolis either retract 
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this statement publicly or deli verf t~ off ice affidavits 

substant~ating his charges. 

If this sort of campaigning continues, we have reached 

a new low in city politics. The mayor not only f alsely charged 

me with support on the part of racketeer interests but even more 

important, he directly accuses the working men and women of 

Minneapolis who have supported my candidacy with being fo~ed 

and misled by their duly elected representatives in the delegated 

assembly of the Minneapolis Central Labor Union. 

Mr. Kline not only owes me an apology. He owes the 

labor movement of this city an apology and he owes you, the people 

of Minneapolis, a clean-cut statement, giving you either the 

f acts to substantia te his claim or a formal retraction of the 

charge. 

I might add, ae & f~aa Id on this matter of slander 

in the campaign, that the incident~oday came as a culmination to 

a vic i ous and insidious whisper ing campaign. r;- -- -- - --~. ;1<- ~~r--

.... - - - -- -- - ~ - -

e tznt 

1!1 iiiAkl" aurue:tlm t ll eo ;;axnt•· g 7 

Whispering campaigns have always been the weapon of those 

who can find no basis for a substantial and real att ack. Whispering 

campaigns discredit only those who are the purveyors of such non-

sense and slander. 

But I am not wor ried a uout such insidious and vicious 

whispering campaigns because I know that the ~· ~!l~~~~~al~~~ 

people of Minneapolis ,·~~~ .. ~~il~~~ .. .-~~will rebuke such 

statments and those who carr y ** them ~ as do the free people of 

America rebuke the lies of the fascist and nazi 
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propagandists. 

To you, the people of Minneapolis , I come with clean 

hands. I have no desire to have either the financial or moral 

support of those who would defile our government en degrade our 

city. I would rather lose this campaign than to have to win 

through political tr i ckery and deceit. 

Now is the time for those who are interested in vig

orous and courageous law enforcement and those who are interested 

in sound and efficient government to r ally to the support of one 

who will fearlessly challenge all f alse statements and rebuke all 

those who would cheapen our municipal life. 

Let us be fr ank with ourselves. l.i1 d r 14' 1 ¥edu1Ltltj 

~IF~d~n~~~=··~.fl~-~·~g~]~--1-- Minneapolis has not been cleaned up. Minn-

eapolis today has after-hour iF' •• liquor joints; gambling is 

rampant; our laws with respect ·to Sunday sales of liquor are not 

being inforced. 

conference w· h the mayor afternoon, 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:n:o~t-=c~l:ea:.n:e:d~~-,~~-h 

town 

And yet 

high places 

has 

e mayor made a 

I think is the 

The mayor 

mpaign on the 

up the city. 

e could clean up 

he now knows, he 

that there are 

want the laws enforced." 

has 

come 

that h 

irectlyj 
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The governor of the state of Minnesota only last winter 

DXiQJmHowx~ warned all officials of municipalities to 

inforce the l l quor and gambling laws or the state viould take 

action. On ~xgx~ Sunday , December 28, 1942, XkR 

state Officers raided two night spots in Minneapolis, in spite of 
were 

the denials by the mayor that there ~ il.J_icit places 

opera ting• in Minneapolis. 
were 

Moreover, only l ast week there ~ placed on the mayor's 

desk affidavits xtta:gbg charging 10 t~~ illegal~Dii:P.Ig 
off and on sale of liquor on Sundays. Yes, 

whether the mayor will admit it or not, every citizen of Minnea
after-hour 

polis knows that the laws are not being enforced, and that &%~ 

clubs and gambling houses are opera ting. 

In my conference .with the mayor this afternoon, I told 

him directly that the town was not cleaned up , that the t01,n was as 

open as it has ever been. In reply to this, the mayor said: 

ttYou will lear·n a great dea l about this city, if you get 

into the mayor's office." What t his implies apparently is that he 

has not been able to enforce law or drive out racketeers. In fact, 

if the mayor has driven out .the racketeers, how can it be that there 

are any racketeers left to back me? 

%x~~~md~mbdt~~~~xxe Ladies aLd gentlemen, let 
' you elect me 

there be no mistake about this. If ~~ mayor, I want the 
law 

responsibility for XkK enforcement;&£ and I will ep1orce the law. 

I am convinced the police force wants to enforce the laws , and I 
rl~ tt>..bJ.. 

know the public ~ the laws" enforced . I give you my solemn 

pledge-- and let this be a warning to those who now degrade our 
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government and our city by making unholy alliances ~x that 

mff±«ixix permit illicit operations-- I give you my pledge that 

the laws will be enforced. As mayor of this city I will actively 

and wholeheartedly cooperate with our county sheriff and our 

county attorney and our city and all other duly constituted 

authorities~ 

see this Government 

,____,',_itant in your support of a mayor who 

he people 

ling to b 
to be 

fight for what he knows XMXBE right. 

I 
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I had plaTh~ed in my r adio talks between now and the 

gene~al election to discuss ~ the really important problems 

confronting our city and our city's government. Tonight I had 

planned to discuss with you in some detail the machinery of our 

city government and how it operates. Unfortun~tely because of 

the nature of the charge leveled against me and the publicity 

given to it I felt itnecessary to come directly to you, the 

people, and give you the story of subsequent events. 

At all times I will speak out boldly and fearlessly. 
at 

I have told the press .that every meeting tm which I speak they 

are welcome to attend. I invite questioning and can assure 

you that the answers are forthl~ight and honest. 

Tomorrow night at 8:30 I am scheduled to speak at a 

mass meeting to be held at the Ark Auditorium, '.3044 First Avenue 

South. Nothing would be more gra tifying than to have the present 

mayor on the platform with me. Let the people ask both of us 

, 

there be brought into the open 
questions w~ich they deem vital and let ~~ 

mayor's 
~the charge and the whispering falsehoods. I want to meet this 

malkcious charge now and I want to meet it conclusively and I want 

to deal with it in the prescence of the voter s of the city of 

Minneapolis. 

The sponsors of t omorrow night's mass meeting inform me 

for any re2.son he is unable to appear;xxx.tliltt:x:km:xx±.atex~txth±~ 

tomor row evening, I stand ready to X«ERFXXM speak from the same 

platform at any date of his choosing and at any place of his 

choosing. I will cancel any pr evious engagements. I want to deal 
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with this matter at once, so that I can return to the discussion 

of fundamental issues as outlined in my advance publicity. 

I have asked the mayor to ceas e this sort of low 

politics and to get up onto the high level of intelligent dis

cussion based upon fact and rea s on. In my r u.dio talks between 

now and June 14 I wish to discuss with you the basic and funda

mental problems of our city's government. I should like to 

discuss w1th you not only the present difficulties that con

front Minneapolis, but the problems of post-war employment, 

of housing, of industiral expansion, of labor relEtions and of 

the building of our city into a greater metropolis. 

I should like, in short, for this campaign to prove 

informative and educational. I wisq to view this campaign as 

an educational forum directed to the object1ve of JE promoting 

an intelligent understanding of the problems of our city govern

ment. 

Yes, I propose to keep this campaign clean and con

structive. I propose to discuss iss~es, not personalit1es. I 

propose to OCix£ present facts, not fancies. [ propose to present 

a program of action looking to the future, not a recitation of 

the mistakes and sins of the past. 

The good people in xxx~ Minr~eapolis wish to see this 

city clean and our government efficient. Goverment responsible 

to the people will do this job, but you the people must be 

militant in your support of a c ndidate who is willing to fi ht 

for what he knows to be right. 

-3-
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