
City of Planners 
HIGH SCHOOL students in Los Angeles and 

thereabouts are learning how life in their 
region can be improved through intelligent plan
ning, by study of a generously-illustrated little 
book, "Cities Are for People." Simply written, 
the text and the supplementary pict"ures show 
the difference between good and bad housing, 
roads, conservation, parks and playgrounds, flood 
control and the like. Maps show how resources 
of the Los Angeles region can be changed and ex
panded to make living better for its people. 

The book is solidly grounded in scientific truth. 
The author has borrowed from political science, 
geology, human geography, engineering and his
tory. His purpose is in part "to fire the imagina
tions of the younger citizens with a conception of 
a magnificent future city which can be achieved 
if the people envisage it and want it." 

To Chicagoans, too, the idea of stirring young 
people to want a better city is a familiar one. A 
generation ago every Chicago high school student 
began studying the "Wacker Manual/' a book 

• full of ideas for lakefront development. As those 
students and their successors grew up, there came 
to be a large group of adult Chicagoans who 
wanted a more attractive city and knew how to 
get it. Chicago has achieved step by step a mag
nificent plan of waterfront development, with big 
parks, wide high-speed st reets, beautiful lake 
views, attractive . buildings and educational and 
recreational facilities. 

/ What Chicago and other cities have done and 
Los Angeles is beginning to do can be paralled by 
Minneapolis. We have as much intelligence and 
imagination and as much to work with. In a city 
in many ways modern and beautiful, there is still 
room for great improvement-notably in trans
portation, housing and rebuilding of ugly, run
tlown sections. 

There already has been some excellent plan
ning here. The city planning ·commLssion has is
sued several useful and informati~ reports and 
has sponsored some good public m eetings. The 
board of park commissioners has just released a 
study of air terminal facilities of Minneapolis, 
which shows vision. 

The city engineer's office has mapped postwar 
public works projects. 

But Minneapolis and its metropolitan region 
need still wider consciousness d\ planning, among 
everybody from junior high students to the most 
mature civic, labor and business readers. 
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PLANNING FOR 

Friends an llow Citiz~ns : 

GR T R I E PO I S 

1~/e , in inneapolis , c..re a rea t ·dis t ance f rom the nearest war 
fr ont . The battlefields in the ar ast , the Aleutian , orth 
Af ric , an Europe are separated fr om us by thousands of mi l es . Yet , 
though e are geographic ally re oved fr om the actual fi ghting s cenes, 
we .:.1ve a battlefi el d of a sor t in our own backyards . For ve a t home 
are not only contributing to the war effort i n every poss_b e way but 
we are in ivi ually , and as a community, exper·encin the consequences 
of a f ar- reaching an total war . 

~ e are experiencing, f or example , gr eat drift s in opula t·on . 
housands of our men and women hove l r=:.ft t he city f or militar y ervice . 
any more have l ef t f or war work i n indus t r i es outside the c i ty . .t 

the same time ; t1ere has been a gr eat influx of workers f om t e f arms 

an t he surroundin areas , seekin jobs in t e i nnus tries of Minneapolis 

an seeking homes f or their f amilies . An so , despi t e t e eparture 

of our youn peo l e f or s ervice in the rmed f orces innearJ ol is has 

increased its population. 

his su den shift in popula tion, alono w" th other result s of the 

···ar effDr t , tends to produce a number of dis loca t · ons an serious 

probl~ms in the community. There i s firs of all the problem of pro-

viding ecent hous 'ng for our war .workers , both new and old . h re are 

new traffic difficulties and an ever increasin need of a quick .and 

efficient transpor t ation for our f ac tory orkers an business eople . 

e full-time employment o 

mothers an ~ t ers i n war in us tries has , in m ny cases , re ented 

pro er home supervi ion or our young people · nd has s erved , t eref ore , 

to ag r avate an a l ready growing problem of delinquency among our 

youth . 

hese are but a f ew of the a.hy stre s es and s trains t a. t result 
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. from t otal war whenever adequat precautions are not taken beforehand . 

The difficultie produced by the ar are er·ous e ough in t hemselves . 

They re even more serious , how·ever , whe add ed t o a l ong li t of 

existing problem • 

Long before the war began, many of u in Minneapolis came t o 

realize that our city , like oth r merican c"ties , h s outgro itself . 

We have se n , for example , a steady increase in popul~tion o er the 

years until some areas have become he v ·ly populated and over crowded . 

he unsettled areas , once available for expans · on, · have now almo t 

disappeared . 

r avel 

within much of ¢ the city has become for many· a lengthy and ex sperat

ing affair . Too much time i cons umed merely in going to nd from 

the office and to and from the factory . v ether we go by s treetcar 

or automobile , it takes too long -o get to t e shopping c nters , too 

long to ge t to he parks and l akes , or to the railroad stat · ons . 

Our hou es , once plentiful , o.r e nov; too f ew to meet our needs· 

and , very often, too poor in quality for a ecen ho e . any of our 

so-callAd resi ential sections are too closely inter ingled wi th 

in us tr ial and business s ections . • .-e all know that many Minneapoli s 

famili es have railroads in their very backyard's . Anyone who has 

driven about inneap oli on t e Eas t @ide between ranklin venue 

and the Loop , or on t e orth Si de , in the are surrounding e 

Sumner ield project , or along Washington Ave ue , or in the Market 

Di strict - anyone '.'ho lives in or has seen the .. e and ot er 
• 

areas of our city knows tha t our city has gone through a period of 
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change and deter iora t ion t oo seri ou t o be i gnor ed 

Sl s and blighted areas are not only de tructive of good living 

t hose forc~li~ithin t heir c onfines;~' ioR¥4fLo 
a gr eat expense to t he city as a 

hey exampl e , t o i ncrea ed fi re hazards 

and traf fic hazards . ven more serious , as a recent ashington 

conference op delinquency nd the f ami ly repor ted, slums and broken

dovm resi ential ar eas tend t increa e t he .crime rat e and the cos t 

of law enforcement . Luch areas, t report showed , ar e t he ce s oo l s 

of delinquen y , of i mmorality, and of ngster · sm . Such reas ; t oo , 

while a result of poverty , tend to· roduce overty and a breakdown in 

f amil y life . T ey increase t he cos t of public It i s fr om 

t ese areas , also , t hat we get the highe s t rate isease and poor 

In a i t i on 'to t he re idential sl~ are s·, a. number of our 

business di s tricts are now badly de t eriora t ed . The once-proud a tevay 

of iru1eapolis i a t ypical example of ~ blighted eyesore t at cannot 

be ignore by a self-cons cious and progressi e community . 

It v-as a pparent b f ore the war , too , th 

grov.ring and slum and traff ic , but also problems 

of provi'ing h pitals , chool , parks , and pl bygro /' so 1 t hat 

they ·ho d be su icient in number and Our cit. , 

like all · ndus trial c ·ties , ho.s grmvn wi t hout esult , some 

areas hav many p':1rk , 0 - er have nore a t ~ 

. come have. 

d ho spitals close t hand; 
/ 

o.Mler sections 

hospi tals a t all and are too f a: a fly fr om chools . our hos-

pit als a schools hc:.ve become eve~cro¥ded and many . chool 

building are old and i va ous s t ag s of deteriorati here are 

too f ew hospitals and few schools to ake care of expanding 
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po parts of the city have mol' e th pl ayg 

In ot her he s tr e-ets mus t ser fr- h i ldren . 

ections of the t heir hous es 

resh 

are t oo 

t he hec.vy t 

fr om ial plants 

these onditions m e it diffic for many of 

o¥ f amili·, 

no~al way . 

t o rai s e ealt hy , a d 

Financ ~~lly , t he rapid and dras t i c growth experienced b, our 
• 

city has been cos t ly to bot h governme .. 1t and r i vate i d 'viduals . 

e s t ate values have f allen ·n many sections but assessments have not 

alway gone do n proport io a t ely , t u producing added probl ems of 

t ax elinquency an higher rent s . 

eal 

at has gon e wrong with our city? ' hasn 't Mirmeapolis been 

able to escape the dislocations so often f ound among industrial 

cities in the United , .tat es? The answer , in my opinion , lies in 
. . 

the f act t hat our city has grown too qui ckly, i thout pl · n , and with 

too little a t tention given by political leaders t o the probl m of 

city planning . A realization of t he problem and a consc ious and 

deter,uined effort by the communi t y an it l eaders ight have pre

vented the present s t a te of affairs. 

The problems of inneapolis a re not peculiar to our c i ty alone . 

All of our ma jor indus tr ial cities have experienced similar rowing 

pains . Philadelphia , New ¥ork, -cleveland, Buff alo, Syracrus e , 

Los Angles , Ch icago ; nd other s h o..ve grave problems of c onge tion , 

blighted areas , and war di-location . But the Mc..yors and }Xiitical 
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off icer s of each of t hese cities are making a det e mined effort t o 

mobiliz the resources of their communit i es in order t o overc ome 

t heir difficulties . hese cities are ~lann1nr, now f or tomorrow. 

ese cities 1ill be o competitions f or indu try and commerce . 

he r eturning soldier will make his home in the city th t ha s made 

a pl~ ce · for him. 

en we stop. to Minnea olis ha s 

been blessed , we can s 

o..¥..-D~JOMII«lto-...o.~~~~~..w.lle . First of a.ll , v'e h · ve i n :Mlnneapolis 

a half~million people who are a1cong t he mos t intelligent a d pro-

ressive and bes t educated in the world . e have in our c i t y 

thousands of f nely-trained and hi ghly skilled l aborers . ~e have 

excellent voca tional training schools . /e have ably- led nd coopera

tive trade union organizat ions . 

here a re in 1inneapolis great banking f acilit ies . innea olis 

has become in f act the grea t financial center of the Northwe t . Ve 

have i mportant flour , s teel , machine tool and other indus t ries . 

here are in inneapolis lF.! rge construction companies , ably t af f ed 

Yi t 1 trained engineers and technic i ans . e have t echnical f acilities , 

Slc as the l aboratories of the University nd private industry . 

In add l tion, we are strategically located in t he hear t of the 

Mississippi valley, one of the world ' s richest and mo.:· t f ertile 

agricultural areas . e are remarkably we 1 located , too , as a 

river , r ailway , ~ truck, and air .terminal . Many of the mos t im

portant trunk highway of Americr , such as i ghways 1~ , 169 , and 

212 , run into nd through our c ity from all directions . - e have , 

only a short dlstance away, great fore sts , l arge deposits of 

magnesium and the world ' s most impo t ant iron deposits . 
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' ithin our city, there are l akes and · arks , nd areas of 

striking n tural beauty , unusua f~cilities f or recrea tion and f amily 

life . 

In shor t , Minneapoli is potent 'ally a cit of great commerce 

and industry and , hence , of gr eat wealt and prosperity . We have in 

or near ~inneapoli s t he physical resources , t e kills , d t he type 

of·popul ~tion that together can produce a greater Minneapolis- a city 

of the f uture . 

But this cannot come of itself . It ca:mot come ithout direction 

and determina tion. In order to achieve a grea t er Minneapolis , we mus t 

pl an f or it. 

Mos t f s today are t hinking primarily of t wo thing~ : winning 

the -vrar and pl c..nning f or the day whe o r boys ret urn . The f · rst of 

these tasks is , a t t he moment , mos t important and mus t be done with 

vigorous and unceasi g effort . But t he second t ask mus t no t therefor 

be neglected . Postwar pl ann· ng, like the winning · the war itself, 

is a m~tter of loca and na tional a lvation . It i too i mportant 

to become a proj ect of mental gymnastics for purposes of winning 

· elections . It must not be treated lig~tly . 

All thinking eople to ay are concerne with the probl ems of re

duced production, re uced employment and reduced i ncomes that may come 

a t the end of the war . · e are j ustifiably worried t a t the cessat · on 

of war industries will once again produce mass unemploym nt , idle 

f actor i s , inflation and poverty . Those of us rl1o h ve brothers and 

sons and fG.t ers in "litary s ervice are es ecially worried that they 

will come ho e to find unemployment and pove t J st ring t hem in the 

f ace . 

I su ges t £hat the most effective way of re enting a new crisis 
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i s to pl·n for an ac tua lly begi n the rebuil ding of or cit If 

e be in to rebuild our bl ' ghted areas , clear away our s lums , repl an 

our streets , construct publ'c wor~s , and provide the needed hospita l s , 

res t homes , c ildren ' s nurseries , pl ayground an schools , e will 

be able ,;::J i:l*:in±z, to mainta in our present l evel of prod ction an 

e' ployment , and increase the proper·ty of 11 of the members of thi s 

community . 
a . 

Sue an un~ertaking wi ll not only m~ke i' nnea olis / more w ol esome 

an pr osperou pl ac e to live, but it will pr o ide an impor t nt o tlet 

f or both pri a t e an public ·nves t ment . It will create j obs f or bot 

ski lled an unskilled workers . It w' ll enable us , i ns ort , to fin 

a prod ction progr am in peacet i e tha t com ares vith t e r oduc ion 

progra in war time . · e don ' t nee glorified l eaf- r a ing program , 

such as we have ha somet i mes during he per1od of depr e ssion ~ · a t 

'•e nee i s a long range an in ncially soun economic progr am of 

rebuil ing an r ehabilitation. Such a program c· be accompl ish d 

it require t o 

recognize t a t our f uture is in our m•m hands . 1"5 ars 

e 1 ke o ashin a pi t al 

p oblems . .. e j ::> t :Uelt , someho1, t na. t we 
/ 

wil1 e olved only to 

uncL rst and our o r proble "Ide · re beco 

t nly to the nat·on t s re 

t 
.. t , speci ically, can we do about i 1 inneapolis 

a c i ty pl anning commission. Sudies of our co unity re ources h· ve 

been m~de ; sug ested programs are prepared . t hcs been 

• 
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no concerted effort to bring to gether all roup s and intere st s 

mutually concerned with city rehabilit a tion and os t war pl annin • 

othing ha s been done to ret in motion the e cellent suggestions of 

the planning commissi n. he ~~XE« pro osal of a postwar 
virtua lly 

development counc i l has been/ignored - yet· such council can be 

our civilian .efense organization for eacetime . ¥€s, ~Rem e ; ~ k 

'J:h.e- or~£lational work mus t be ·-start@d n ow.._ 1.11 existi n g agenc i es 

imlv90. must be en6 a.ged in t his---worK as ~ pass~ .-

e must , :::I s t1g e ~t, es t ablis 1 a co it tee of citizens repre sent-

ing every interes t ·n our city . his committee will c ollabor t e w'th 

t he c i t y pl al!ning commi Qsion in for ula ting an overall Po t war · 

Development pro r am. here should be a esearch n Technical 

Committee sharing the resp ons ibil ity fo~ f act f inding, for det ermining 

t e city 1 s needs and roblems , f or at eri g dat a on the city ' s 

present situa t i on . here should be a ays and eans Committee charged 

with t _ e res po i _bili ty of s t ying inancia l and l ega problems 

along vlith finding procedures for gett1ng the ~i: pl ans i nto a_ctua l 

operation . overnment and co unity; business and l abor · oci ~ l 

agencie s an financial ins titutions mus t work together . city 

pl a ing commission canno t be ected to know a ll of our need s 

or char t our future . Government alone cannot save us from di a ter . 

. ...JHe mas-"try -l aug~es t, ~e.± v.~ a ...gen'H'riittee ef G)iti .zena I ep1 esent -

:i.ng every inter est in onr city w:Bigh will repePt on Lhe present 

uses of l e:.nd ., wh:i,ch..Jilri J 1 deQ;;i. rl_e tb o al"eas tha t ne ed Pe l:mi ld ing, 

which .. ill oaL lL1:"' the need for nev. 1 o a.d~ a~~d bridges , f or hosp i Lal~ 

....aOO play;;rowxds , for inJu~tries anO! pv"blic wepkg. Wl."l8B thhs b 

~' A master plan must be formulated. his pl an will des cribe 
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t he number and type of pro jects that need to be un1ertaken, and 

it w· 1 envision t he city that i s to be built ; The plan will a im 

to achieve n ew opport ities f or employment , KHOC for cons t ruction, 
f or 

and/in es t ment . - n other words , t he plan ill be the blueprint 

f or the f uture ·nneapolis , 

en suc1 a plan i s formulat~d , out city government, in 

cooperation with a representative citizens ' co ittee , mu t then begin 

to put it into effect . 

What about the cos t of sue a program? I t ill be necessary t o 

redirect some of our munici a l funds t o.vard the purpos e of cons ruct

i ng our new ci t y . Pr i vate persons , too, mus t be encouraged to -in

vest in such a progr am. In addi tion , t ax ref or s should be sought 

so that a greater share of t he tax illone id by t he· citizens of 

Minneapolis will go t o Minneap ol is , rat her t1an t o the state and 

feder al governments . There i s even good reason t o believe that bot1 

t he s t ate and n ' t lona l gover nment s would be willlng to l end f inanc ial 

ass i s t ance t o a well-planned pro r a , If these things are done , 

then the cos t i ll not be burdensome . Even i f the t a sk were t o 

prove expens ive , hoi ever , t he benefits in t erm of human welfare 

more t an worth t he cost . 

Is it merely a dreatl to envi sion t he kind of c i t y tha t I have 

outlined toni ht? I s it i mpossible t o achi eve a great er inneapoli ? 

ot if we reall y ·ant it enough . Our f ailures in the as t have been 

f ailures t o control our social en ironment . If v.e are o aroi d wars 

an epressions and i n ecurity, then ue mu ::> t hot f ail in t e f u ture , 

hi s is , as one writ er ha s s a id , a ine f or greatne s . h i s i s a time 

f or men t o conscieusly set out to bu . ld for themselves a better orld . 

~ better world cannot be built only be utilizin our vis ion and 
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an imagin!::t tion for areas f ar away fr om home.. It mus t be built a t 

home as wel l ; here , in Minneapolis , on ennepin Av enue , and in our 

o; n living rooms . I m convinced t · t we can, i f we are o min ed , 

buil not only a r eat er :Jinneapoli but a great er America and a 

bet ter world . 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


