
Friends and Fellow Citizens: 

This evening I want to review for you a campaign in which my 

opponent, the present mayor ofM~inneapolis, has deliberately tried 

to confuse, mislead, and deceive the voters of this city~a cam

paign in which those who oppose me and the other liberal candidates 

have stooped to t he lowest depths of political deceit and trickery, 

a campaign that has been ch~~~J::zed by the kind of tactics that 

the voters of Minneapolis w~ a chance to ~~~repudiate 

on Monday.~ I"'+'-

Let me review the record of the campaign against me-- a record 

which is duplicated in the tactics used equally a gainst Robinson 

and Rustad and certain candidates for aldermen. 

On May 25 the ~yor of this city in a slanderous attack upon 

my candidacy char ged that I was supported by racketeers. I know and 

you know what took place following those chc:,.rges, but, for purposes 

of clarity, let me briefly review the record . 

Upon hearing of the mayor's attack upon me I proceeded immediately 

to his offic~accompanied by several newspaper reporters and told 

the mayor that he had an obligation to thecitizens of Minneapolis to 

substantiate his charges or immediately retract them. 

His only answer and his oft-repeated answer was : nThis is 

politics-- you run your campaign the way you want to, and I'll run 

mine the way I wc:nt.n 

I then asked the mayor of this city to campaign upon the issues 

and to keep this mtunicipal election on a high plane based upon~ .. ~ 

~constructive examination of the issues tha t confront our city. 
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~~he following week I had reason to believe that this would 

be done. My supporters, however, were repeatedly confronted by 

gossip and vicious rumors. There seemed to be an endless flow of 

falsehoods and political deceit. 
\fl!t..ib~J 

~ yene d~e amusing things-- in what is otherwise a serious and 

tragic situation-- is tha t when I add up the rumors th~t I am t he 

bandidate of the r acketeers, of big business, of l a oor , of the 

churches, of the Repuolicans , of the Townsendites, of the Democrat s , 

in fact of every group in the co~~unity-- I wonder 

~~~~~~~.~~~tv.-
Many of the r umors that were c i rculated i n this insidious whis-

pering campaign were much more vicious-- assailing my character and 

the char acter of my f amily. In reply to such polit ical deceit and 

trickery I want to say tha t I have confidence in the good judgment 

and good common sense of the people of Mi~1eapolis. Those who have 

endorsed my candidacy by resolution, by lett er, and by advertisement , 

are the highest type of peo ple in our community-- people of all 

parties, people in all walks of l l fe-- business leaders , church 

l eaders, labor leaders, youth leaders, and civic leaders, and I am 

proud of the character of my real supporters. 

You may ask why my opponent resorts to such tactics. The ans-Ner 

is apparent to all. My opponent resorts to char ges which he cannot 

substantiate, to vicious whispering campaigns bec au se he is unwill ing 

or unable to di scuss t he real issues f acing t hepeople of this city. 

He is unwilling or unable to discuss law enforcement . He is unwilling 

liX 
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or unable ·to di ."'cuss governmental reorganizat~on. He is unwilling 

or unable to discus s a positive program for pos ~-war planning. He 

is unwilling or unable to discuss relations between capital and 

labor. He is unwilling-- or unable-- to discuss intell i gently 

the meaning of democracy in local government and the moral purposes 

of the struggle in which we are now engaged. 

Having longplanned an easy campaign with a picked opposition 

candidate-- a factor which did not materialize because of' your 
1»"~'"1l~t"',.. 

primary vote-- the~mayor suddentlY realized that the people of 
l"'-"1 k)lo.te.\o.a.aas 

Minneapolis were responaing to ~ appeal based upon a sound ~ 
"' 

~o~&t••sLiJe discussion of our problems. 

Because he found that his defense of his two-yearsx in office 

was inadequate to secure him re-election ana because he was un-

willing or unable to discuss the important issues, he became 

panic-stricken and called in the polit i cal machine of his 

recently-adopted party. 

The cry of the hour in my opponents camp is not one of victory 

in the war effort. It is notone of unity in this community. It is 
• 

not one of progres s ive governmental adm~nistration. It is not one 

of constructive leadership.x The campaignof my opponent, in fact, 

has degenerated into one ofpure partisanship-- a partisanship of 

machine politicians and political bosses , a partisanship that asks 

you-- the voters of this city-- to vote not on the basis of qu~li

fications, educational experience , or administrat~ve ability, but 

on the bas~s of mere party label. 

The liberal and progres s ive Republicans who have enthus~ustic-

ally rallied to my support will repud~ate this attempted dictation 

just as they did when t hey elected Dr. Walter Judd to Congres s. 

But you know as I know that if there ever was a time when 
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officials should be chos en on t he basis of t h e1r quallfications, 

educationa l background, and experience, when the voter should look 

behind the narrow confines of party label and specia l interest, it 

is now. This my opponent has refused to recognize and he ha s dedicated 

himself to re-election at all cos ts, regar dle s of community or 

national welfare. 

You know what I mean. You mow to wh~t I am r eferring. 

The political machine of t he Republican party on a na tional, sta te, 

and county lev el has been called into this city to viola te the l aw 

and spirit of a non-parti san election. We have witnessed political 

emis saries from southern MiTI.L'J.esota , from st. Paul, and from out-of

state interferr ing in our city election and attempting t o dictate to 

the voters of this city. 

But theplan has not worked. My opponent knows and his brain 

trusters know that thousands ofprogressive and independeiit Republicans 

who have supported Mr. Stassen, Sen~tor Ball, Congressman Judd, and 

Mr. Willkie are now going from door to door in support of my candldacy. 

These fine people have put comn1unity interests above partisanship. 

They have refused to knuckle down to the dictates of politica l boss es, 

who only but a few months ago-- and ev en now-- are out to defeat the 

iis 11 ';c leadership of Mr. Willkieand those who stand with him. 

Apparently these men cannot remember that r eaction and isola

tionism is a thing of the past in Minnesota and in Minneapolis. They 

are blind to the politi cal realities of an enlight ened public which is 

devoting its whole effort to the winni ng of the war and to the 

buildi ng of a bett er world. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the plan of' my opponent to this date 

~has f ailed. ~tJcame the charges th~t I wa s supported by r acketeers. 

I demanded subst antiation or a r etraction. My opponent did not have 
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the evidence-- because there is no evidence-- :tliXlDl :i~R :! abs tanLia tloft 

x£ 0116 Cli&! ~e xmt nor did he have t he courage fo r a retraction. 

~ Seco~].d,cam·a the whispering camp ign. They, too, have f ailed. Such 

tactics have insulted your intel li5ence ana you, t he people, have 

answered the insult by your enthusia stic and whole-hearted support of 

~ my candidacy. ThirdJcame t he introduction of partisan politics . This, 

too, f a iled. The progressi ve-minded men dUd women of the Republican 

party have repudia ted the dictates of carpet-bagging po itica l bos ses. 

~And so a s this campaign has drawn to a closeJthe desp er ation of my 

opposition has become increas i ngly evident ~ s their politi cal schemes 

all colla psed. 

But now at the eleventh hour we nave anot her -- the fourth-

political tric~ulled out of my opponent' s b~g , and this is t he most 

treacherous scheme of thema all. 

Today's newspapers have brought into your home a story con

cerning an indorsement of my candLdacy by a certain Mr. V.R. Duru1e, 

whom, 

an indorsement that I never solicited and that I hereby repudiate ar~ 

denounce as an insidiously conceived plot to discredit my candidacy 

and to disillusion my supporters . 

Here is an indorsement tha t comes from a person whojin his own 

~ weekly parti~an newspaper~ha s condemned me and attacked me~ an 

~ indorsement that comes from a person who;in the primary campaignJspent 

all of his time and energy as sailing my social, economic, and polit i cal 

philosophy-- which, as you know, is based upon a Sl ncere and firm 

belief in the P~eric an sys tem of private enterprise and political 

democracy. 

~> This is a strange story. It has elements of s l nisterpurpose. 

In 1939 and in 1941 this same Mr. Dunne-- then in XkR a position of 
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leadership in the labor movement but more rec ently repudiated and 

throvmout of organi zed labor-- supported the candidacy of Mr. Eide-

the same Mr. Eide who slowly and half-heartedly crept into an 

indorsement of my opponent. 

As a matter of record, a s you well remem er, my opponent in 

his campaign against Mr . Eide i n 1941 made the support of Mr . Eide 

by V.R. Dunne his chief campaignissue. 

This is an interesting episode in our munic i pal political 

life . I t i s almost like a f airy tale . 

V.R. Dunne and his ~ crowd know all too well that an 

indorsement from them 1.. s suppoed to be the "kiss of politica l death." 

They indorsed me in order to aid my opponent in his fr antic eff ort 

t-or re-election. 

Yes, here we see the Kline-Dunne combl nation in action. 

Fir s t of all, Mr. Eide throws his support to my opponent. This is 

supposed to bring a l arge section of l abor votes into my opponent's 

camp . Then, Mr . Dunne, the origina~ supporter of ~~ . Eide-- according 

to my opponent's own words-- i ndorses me in or der to damage my 

candidacy. 

I am--

the 

,Jlim. 

most inter esting item of them 

c'ld cronies, os edly forgiven f~r the~r past mis-

opponent, Who, after scouring 

than 60,000 members of organized l abor, was able to 

seven m•mher§ of organized l abor who were willing to endorse 

Now, wha t does all this add up to? It adds up to a long-planned, 

suppos edly well-timi Kline-Dunne comb.Lnation which seeks to maintain 
A 

polit ical control of Minneapolis politics a t all costs. 

.. 
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Ladies and ~entlemen, as I stated throughout this campaign, 

I had hoped that this campaign c ould be mai ntained on a high level 

of intell i gent discus sion of our community problems. 

At a time when the common people of t he world are fighting 

for democracy and freedom, when our nat i on ~ s engaging in the most 

serious struggle an its history, whenour city is f aced with gigant i c 

problems-- candidat es for public office here are under imperative 

obliga tion to come to grips *iththe real problems that confront us , 

~ a real obliga tion to r aise thems elves up to a level of discussion/ 

that is consonant with the serious times in which we a re living. 

We have a war to win. We have a peace to secure . We have a 

promise to fulfill . Unless we can dedicate ourselves to thi s task we 

are not fit to serve the people of our great democracy. 
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And no N here is the most 1nt ?e ting item or the~ all. While 

l . - they t hid-... (t·ee iving the •kiss ot· dea.t • trom Dunne, :;11ev~ral 

ot Dunnets old ·cronies~ no. supposedly for i'Ven tor the1r past. tnis ... 

dee , are g1'V'ing their blessing to my opponent, ·no, a tte:r scouring 

the list or more than ao,ooo ~e ber o£ organiz d 1 b~r, was abl to 

fi only seven embers of organ1$ed 

him. 

w, what doe all this add up to? It dds up to a long-p anned, 
d supposedly weJ.l .... time .ll1ae .... Dunne· combination h ' ch saelts to intain 

polJ.tieal control of t nneapoli politic at all costs. 

Ladies and gent~ernen, a s l sttirted throughout this C~i>e.ign, t 

had hoped that this ca p~i n could be aintained on a gh level of 

1ntellig·ent dis.eussion of our eoJn.Qlllllity p:roble • 

At a ti e When the common people ottbe world are fighting for 

democracy and freedom, wh . n our nation s engC:l. ing in th most serious 

'br gle in its historf. when our ei ty is taced with gigantic pro-

ble -· candidates t or publie office bare ara un :r imperative obliga

tion t o eome to arips with the r eel. pr0 b4l.ems t hut oonrront. us., a real 

obligation to rai$e themselves up t o a level of discu$s.ion.that is 

consonant ith the erious times in which e ar liVing 

a~ to a. ' ' have a peace t o secur • w~ have a. 

proud to £ul.f1l~. Unless e c d d cate ourselves. t o tbJ. tas 

we are not fit t o se:r'fe the peopl• ¢f our gr e.at dentoe:rae7. 

.. 
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