
Good Evening: 

At the outset of this campaign I outlined a 10-point progr2m 

in which the mayor's office, if I am elected, will assume the 

leadership for a Greater Minneapolis in the postwar era. I 

propose (1) formation of a Gre ater Minneapolis association to 

integrate and coordinate the work of public and private agencies 

conc erned with postwar planning; ~2) utilizing the city's full finan-

cial and credit f acilities to encourage private investments and to 

insure sound financial expansion; (3) modern programs to make 

possible new home building and extensive modernization of old homes; 

(4) promotion of synthetic rubber plants and other industries which 

will provide new· employment opportunity and supply a m8rket for 

surplus agricultural products; (5) promotion of closer understanding 

between business, labor and agriculture; (6) recapturing mo~ 

industrial enterprises; (7) unceasing activity to complete upper 

harbor J~Xa.dll.&i project and to b ring to the city air routes thet will 

build the one-world future; (8) extensive public works programto 

provide a floor below which postwar employment must not drop; 

(9) coordination of the city's excemlent vocational facilities to 

retaiin our war workers for peace; (1~} encouragement of reseArch . 

to help develop MinneEpolis industry, such as magnesium processing, 

development of low-grade iron ore end mfnuf acture of plastics. 

I have told you of Minneapolis' cr:ttical financi al condition, a debt 

of more then ~50,000,000 and a o perating deficit last yea~ or 
I 

approximately $aoo,ooo. About which, I am sorr y to say, the mayor 

did nothing at the last session of the legislature, waiting until 

the legislature had adjourned to propose that city and country 

cooper ate in a more fair am equitable distribution of state 

revenues. 
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The Mayor made no effort to secure passage of the gross earnings 

tax, or the income tax redistributi on or the public housing enabling 

act. The mayor has consistently refused to take the leaderSl.ip in 

scores of is sues vitally important to the present and future welfare 

and 
II II the theory tha t we have a wea.k mayor form of government. I think 

we may justifiably ~· do a bit of rephrasing here and admit 

our form of government is as weak as its mayor. The mEW or DxM'!l'k::xx c:f 
powers 

Minneapolis is not without/puakR• if he wants to and has the ability, 
them 

the energy and tm willingness to use fL A study of t h e city chart~ 

reveals that the mayor has suf f icient authority to be an effective 

leader in coord~nating t he various agencies of our city government 

i nto an effective smooth-functioning whole. Leadership is what 

Mi~ne apolis needs and the l ack of it today finds Minneapol is in a 

precarious position relative to its future. 

This campaign for election now enters into the home stretch. k We 

have made every ef f ort to present a constructive program upon which 

the citizens of Minneapolis may pass judgment with their votes 

next Monday. .One important phase of our civic life remai ns to be 

discussed. I have purposely left it for the home .stretch. It is 

last but not xma least.afx In fact, it is first ! n importance to 

those 
f 

\).H. ........ \. 

\!P 
of~who h ave children,&Bt who look with alarm at the rapid~a.-

~increase in our juvenile delinquency statistics, 
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and deplore the apathy or the ad.ministre.tion whose ~ "do-nothing" 

policies in this di r ection went so far as to name a 90-man ~ommit tee 

just 10 days before the 1943 election, a committee, ladies and gentle

man, which met once. To~ this ap~~Lpr~em L~ 

the heRrts of all parents • ~~txx :A ~ ~ 
It is conceivable that if a committee of 

90 persons had conferred weekly from 1943 to the present time they 

might have been able to agree in that length of time that juvEnile 

delinquency is a bad thing. It is do ubtful that anything more 

could have been acoomplished. The time wasted might have been 

much more usefully sp ent had the committee members volunteered their 

services to "Proxy Parents.-" 

Any realistic attsmtp to get at the heBr t of t r eproblem should 

long ago have included: (1) strengthening of police facilities 

by increasing the amount of specialized training of off icers 
re-

dealing with juvenile problems: .(2)/enforcement of existing social 

agencies and expm sion of social welfare activities and services for 

young people: (3) opening of school facilities after school hours and 

making provision for supervised recrea tion; 4) providing supe-rvision 

for playgrounds, boys clubs, and settlement houses; 5) est a.blifhment 

of supervised facilities particularly for younger Children of parents 

engaged in war work: 6) encouragement of church groups to open their 

recreational facilities to young people; 7) coordinPtion of the 

various social agencies that ar e in existence in order to determine 

«reas of danger. 

children 
We have a solemn obligation to our i•r.k during these war yea rs, 

many of whose fathers are in the armed forces at the same time 



4 

that their mothers are working long hours in war plants. It is an 

obligation that cannot be discharged merely by appointment of a 90-

man committee . That Minneapolis' ·record i n regard to juvenile 

delinquenc.y ifot as bad as some cities is 

nothing during these critical war years. 

M...<:> 
excuse for doing 

That the sore spots ~ 

have not become mor e aggravated than they are .is due in no part B1 to 

Juvenile delinquency is just one phase of the Minneapolis crime 

situation I want to, Adi~cuss w~tp you tonight. I think every alert 
~&Jy,~ ~ 

citizen kno ws what I don't think all of us under-



the past several yea r s we h ave witnes sed grand jury after gr~ 

~lvV1 jury launch their investigations into vice, gambling and liquor 

~ law violations, some times on specific inStructions of the judge of 
u ? 
~~:~district court in charge of the criminal calendar. 

A"-(:M--

r6 """' d.t.- grand jurie f: , in fact, have been asked to look into 
t;V.- '1'"' . 

first by Judge William 4
• ./Ande r son and more recently by Judge w. ' • 

Bardwell. We have witne ssed the spectacle of our mayor and our 

chief of police called before these recent juries XBi to recite 

their f~iliar chant t o the effect that Minneapolis is the cleanest 

city of its size in the country. And at the moment they are making 

their statements to the grand jury, ladies and gentlemen, their words 

are true. That is one of the peculiar aspects of Minneapolis 

siW«Uior>. _f~ ~I'V > 7.). .?(,_lade, -J.L~-~ 
Every time a grand jury goes into sess ion ~xwmza intending to 

f 

and gambling the nheat is on" and when the "heat is on" 

slot machines, ~1 &&•••, gambling establishments, all-night sneak 

joints and brothels suddenly disappear or are closed up. When these 

s~ssions adjourn the So-called "he at'' suddenly turned off 

and the~ i l licit enterprises again are ~for business. ~ 

How is thi s sudden change brought about? One minute the town is 

wide open; the next it i s closed down. What i~ the explanahion? 
~ 

What makes it possible and by whose orders ~& 8a9e the city free of 



illegal devices and institutions one weeki, t wo weeks or three 

and then -- presto-ch go --tie ft!We theold status quon pre.vail S : 
W ~ Po-w<A..--

What is this magic? -'Mile- waves the magic wand over the city. 

tJ.M 
I abppen to know that problem 

cult one for the city administ~~ It is one that has heckled 

other administr ations and has decu' J.a. more than one chief of police 

an throw in the towel and retire from the force. I am not 

~is~x minimizing the size of the clean up job. But if it is 

too big, too tough for our present mayor to cope with I believe the 
vt-. 

citizens of this city want to know • I think they deserve to know 

why. 

In touching upon this subject in previous talks I have said and I , 

repes t that if I am elected mayor the law ~ 11 be enforced, fairly --
and impartislly, and I mean all existing laws, without fear or _...- ~ . 
favor to any group or combint· tion of interests. I have asked: Is the:re 

Qn invisible government in Minneapolis --responsible to no on~~ 

that dictates what certain law enforcement policies should ~.~ I ~~ 
am asking you, the 

hope to have your answer at the polls June 11. 

~~~~~~~~very found . ti ns upon ~c the dem~~----~~~ 

are 'fighting fn eve P-



I charge here and now that there is an abundance of evidence 
()#-' 

of~ insidious influence• at work on our city government in regards 

to law enforcement. Minneapolis has not forgotten the Kasherman 

murder, or the Guilford and Liggett murders of the same pattern 

that preceded. 

The mayor, following the Kasherman slaying, said, "Thisblot on 

the otherwise fine record of the police department has turned 

in during the past few years will not be permitt ed to remain 

unchallenged." I believe thepolice depa rtment has done its 

utmost· to solve t he Kasherman murder. I cannot agree, except in 

isolated instances, with some who have said that the police of 

this city are "either stupid or ineff icient." But I believe tre 

mayor completely missed the point x8Ba in his remark inferring 

that the apphr ~hension of the .Kasherman slayer or slayer s would 

sa~isfy the public. I believe bhe mayor was called upon in the 

circumstances to promise an end to the sort of thing t h at led up 

to the Kasherman killing; of hich it was symbolic, if you please; 

of an end to lawlessness and the impunity with which certain interes~ 

~i~ operate here. 

As a matter of fact it was ~~'itttxw le s s than a month later 

that the mayor did make such a pledge. In the Feb. 17 edition of 

the cMinneaP.ol~~' ~~~ning Tribune he ;as reported to have order ed a 

cle an sweep to ·rid the dlt of any and all fo r ms of gambling, 

including s lot mech8ne s. He said, "This time I mean everytyhin~. 

xxxifx ••• The chief of police and every man in the depar~~ent is going 

to shoulder full r esponsibimity to see that the se things do not sneak 

up behind them again. Orde r s have been issued that any fl agrant vio~ 



jill re sult in immediate transfers and suspensions." 

What does the mayor mean by flagrant violations? I am sure it 

was a ~~izax shocking surprise at the city hall when on~ -

a week or so later the testimony of two naturalization inspectors 

brought to light i n federal court -- in federal court, mind you -

the existence of the Social Checker club at 318 Nicollet avenue, 

a gambling spot ••m•~ which •••XJonm~MinRaa~aixxxwkax«xmxAf1B~ 

2•&Wxs•xi~ somehow completely escaped, Sh all we say, any 

notice until a federal court proceeding determined t h at a natura lized 
I citizen s employment there made him an undesirable citizen. 

Ladies and gentlemen, to say that there was no official knowledge 

of the existence of a place of such popularity, located in the 

heart of the loop district, is the height of the rid"culou~ 
I 

don t believe my opponent has the effrontery to so state. ~ after 

proof that this place was operating only a few blocks from the 

city hall and after a Hennepin county grand jury, on its own initia

tive end without the help of the police , returned a series of John 

Doe indictments in the case, if there were any suspensions and 

transfers by way of punishing officers responsible for this "flagrant 

viol s tionn of law, no one to my lmowledge has ever he srd about it. 

Let us look at still anothe r phase of 18w enforcement in our city. 

~y-five pe r cent of our citizens never go ne nr a g ambling 

establishment. T~ft~e~y~a~~~~-•~a~•~e~•~·-~~&s8s£ftt~o~e~tnn~e~a~w~h~e~fi~t~l~Is~s~l~Is~:·IP-t~bQe~~~ 
' 

The;re •ill be those who, 

when they hear me mention these law viola t i •• ns v.•ill raise their 

eyebrows and ask: What does this man Humphrey int end to do -- make 

this a 9 o'clock town? The answer is no. My position on th6se 

part i cular matters can be summed up in a few words : whether we like 
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a law or don't like it, if the law is on the city or state statute 

books, barring the use of any device, whether it be a pa ir of dice 

or a roulette whe el, t he law should be enforced by the agencies 

duly set up by law for their enfor cement. If we don't like 

• a law we have our remedy to have it changed or stricken through 

the city council or the state legislature as the case may be. 

~~~~~~ .. ~~~~~~~~==~~~~~~~~~e 

~~~~~~~~ .... .a~es -- ~~ere is an aspect of 

l ew enforcement which has recently been brought forcibly to our 

attention -- ag~in by way of feder a l court -- upon which we all 

agree, all of us who have homes and children and h ave ~ pride 

in our city and our self respect. I hope tha t none of us will 

ever forget Judge Gun~. Nordbye 1 s warning about "shocking and 

sordidn conditions on Sixth avenue N. in his sentencing of the 

white slave tra ffickers who -- and I use his words -- were meking 

Minneapolis a "recruitment center" for brothels. I quo te Judge 

Nordbye: ncondi tions such as these which have bee n brought to light h 

thi s case are nauseating and certa inly are a blight on our 

community ••• From testimony in these c ases, it is apparent 

that so-called north Minneapolis night spots served as rendezvous 

for procurers and panderers plying t he ir nefarious tr ade and 

procuring young local girls to work for them in this city and el se-

where. There can hardly be any criminal activity more despicable 

thm to arrange for the tr~sportation of women in interstate commerce 
for the purpose of prostitution." 

Let's be fair about law violation. In a city the size of Minneapolis 

we can · expect to find prostitution, we can expect a certain amount of 
licensed 

gambling and we can expect to ·find some/liquor dealers who will cheat 
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to gain unfair advant age over their compet1tors end some who will 

o perate "sneak joints" and get by without licenses. It is not 

the individual law violation that we need to worry about. It is 

the organized aspects of law flaunting in Minneapolis that we 

should refuse to condone. 

I say wkK that when Minneapolis becomes known to the federal bureau 
" . of investigation as a recruitment center" for young girls, when 

by some mysterious mechanism the "he s~t 1 is turned on and off as if 

by punching a button and when gamblers and bookies ean openly ply 

the ir trades on our main thoroughfares it is time for us to 

sit up and take notice. 

~Iima How has the present , administration met this situation? 

The mayor, on Feb.l7, issued orders to ~~li&ax clos down all 

illicit enterpriser and this time, said he, ui mean everything." The 

hea t was on and strangely enough this time is stayed on for a period 
~ of approrlma tely 90 days. But the day after primary election -- why/ 

we don't pretend to know -- the dice boards came out of their hiding 
places and the new fangled "flat top" slot machine a reappeared in 

some sect i ons of the city. Not his politicel o pponent but the 

Minneepolia Morning Tribune celled the fact to the at t entionof the 

mayor. 

And what was the mayor's reply. I have never been so informed but tm 
mayor announced that the Tribune had co!lle out in Sl pport of my 

candidacy. He was asked by a representa tive of theTribune if 

his · statement should be interpreted as representing e. chenge in 

the posit i on of the city administration from the order "closihs down 

everything Feb. -17. 
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,. 
I hope none of the good people of Minne ~polis are playing a game 

of chess, checkers or cribbage fo r a nickel or s dime on the side to 
fJ 

arouse the wrath of the Tribune. That is the only sta tement I have 

to make," said the mayor. 

Does the mayor admit that law enforcament has him licked? I 

submit that he has. An repee ted occasions the mayor has advoc a ted 
putting the chief of police unde r civil service to iteke him out of 

\' politics. I am not hear to argue whether the idea is either good or 

bad. I know and he knows that the city charter commission has turned 
thumbs down on the idea on grounds that any chEnges in tre chartEr' 

should await the return of the war veterans to give them a voice 

in the matter. In the meantime, then, the responsibility of the 

mayor cannot be shoved aside and I submit that the city chartEr , what

ever its faults may be, makes it clear that law enforcement is his 

responsibility. 

Chapter ~II, section one of the charter de~ine s the powers and duties 

of mayor. I quote: "The mayor shall take care that the laws of 

the state and the ordinances of the citv ar duly observed and 

enforced within the city. He shall take c are that 811 other 

officers of the city discharge their respective duties, and to th t 
or 

end may maintain an action of msndamus/81 other ~ propriate action 

ag~ inst any delinquent city officer. 
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I do not pretend to kno w why the mayor has bee~ unable to. ma.ke 

his orders for strict law enforcement stick. I think he would 

I'm quite sure he would. duringxa:Jl his campaign for reelection 

if he could. I think he knows all too well it is one of the 

situations in the minds of thousands of voters that denies him the 

right to retain office. Minne apolis is aware of the f acts. The 

mayor h as been called upon repea tedly, by aroused citizens and in 

the newspEp ers, to put to an end the system of organized rackets 

that has ~~dxiKxxx given Minneapolis a bad name among its 

sister ci ties throughout the country. txxmwxmaximx~ The mayor's 

attitude has been that there should be no publicity ~xw«aXdx~ 

on these matters, giving as they do, Minneapolis its reputation for 

being a haven ~or underworld cha racters and lawlessness. I say 

we cannot blink at the facts. The be$ way to remove the blight on 

our city's name is to remove the cause, not try to conceal it. 

Allow me to quote some of the editorial comment·~ of Minneapol~ 

three newspapers since the first of the yeer: 

On ·the 318 Nicollet avenu_e gambling spot:J ~x -- the Star

Journal comme~ted: "~ ill Meanpolis offem ers have to be gotten 

by sufterfuge, too. A gambling est ablishment at 318 Nicollet avenue 

has operated for at least a ye ar, fede ral court testimony shows, yet 

Minne apolis policemen apparently were unable to loc ate it and the plre e 

was not brought m public attention until imm'gation inspectors testtaed 

in a citizenship c ase tha t more than 100 men and women had been 

gambling there \ 'hen the government mEn visited the spot. Dice 

table~, a roulette wheel, - slot machines and other gaming equipment 

we being used. Police headquarters · •re only a fe ~ blocks from 
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318 Nicollet. The city a ssessor found the place. The federal 

agents had no trouble getting past t e guerd at the peephole . 

On January 27, in an editorial entitled, The He at is On, the 

Morning Tribune stated: "This newspaper in past years, when 

conditions became too bad and various forms of anti-social 

activitt became to oflagrant, has exposed them ith, we regret to s~, 

very little in the way of permanent reform. For a time "the hePt"; 

doors ar e locked,even in SKXX0KIX rare instances padlocked, but 

not for long. ·he h eat subsides. In a short time the doors are 

opened cautiously and the lookout becomes less and less critical 

of those who seek entry ••• The police can if they will, put an end 

to public gambling without any greater effort than is involved 

in telling the operators to close, and stay closed. They can keep 

the heat on as long as they ant to." 

On the same dat .e (as above) the Minneapolis Times, commenting on 

the Kasherman murder, xxs•zX8Ax suggested: "Why not admit that such 

underworld violences, because the have gone unoolved and unpunished 

have given Minneapolis a bad odor of l awlessness through the nation 

and beyond? ••• The proof t s t the Kasherman killing is not just motm 

humdrum homicide may be found in the outs.ide reactions to it. These 

reactions are not routine reactions at ell;· they are 'fe r y special 

ones which may well se Minneapolis thiBking: For example: ••• Two 

Chicago daily Bewspapers and one Milwaukee ne,•r spaper sent reporters 

to Minneapolis immediately after the murder to 'cover ' it •••• In an 

editorial entitled •Crime in Minneapolis', the Chicago Tribune 

concluded: •The Fact is plain that for more than a decade orga nized 

crime has flourished in Minneepolis, that local authorities 

-A'r'A A1 ther a_cauiescent or incap a.,.tP ..Jf" suppress ing it, and that three 
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' 
men who undertook to expose it, am«~ from whatever motives, 

wer·e murdered to close their mouths.h• •••• ·The New York Herald 

Tribune devo ~ ed a half column of space to its first report on the 

slaying. The New York Times story ran to nearly a column. 

The editorial goes on to cite the notoriety Minneapolis has 

received and concludes: "Such signs !1 ould give uspause. MinneBpolis 

is a good city, sound at the core, as decent and law-abiding ay natwe 

as any in the nation. 

In another editorial immediately following the Kasherman sl~ ing 

the Star-Journal stated: "The fact is that Minneapolis is a1d has 

been for ye ars an open town-- not a wide open town,but one in Vhich 

racketeers and criminal rings have been able to ope ·· at "" a thout much 

molesUtion as long as they kept within certain bounds ~ich 

have not been the tounds of the law but the bounds of public and 

official tolerance.fx It won~t do to say that a Kasherman killing, 

now and then, is an inevitable and not intolerable thing in a city 

of this size. The fact that Kasherman was a small time criminal, 

opera ting on the fringe of gangland, is beside the point. Such a 

killing is a threat tn the good name of the city and the security of 

every citizen ••• " 
·1 r 

Ladies and gentlemen, I do not agree with the editorial's reference 
1/ 

to public tolerance or a similar statement in the Times of January 

27 that ther e is~civic indifference"to this situation. I believe 

that Minneapolis citizenry was aroused by the Kashermen killing and 

its implications and is still aroused. But Minneapolis citizens 

speak their minds at the polls. I 
%Duibrbnx Monday s e:le ction will 

show whether I am right or wrong in this belief. 
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Before the Saturday Lunch club, at which the mayor and I were 

afforded an opportunity to outline our programs for Minneapolis 

1 asked him in so many words if he admitted the law enforcemED. t 

issue was something he w:a.s willing to admit he was unable to 

~cope with. 1 stated 1 was interested particularly 

in the organized aspects of the "heat is on" and the "heat is 

off". 

The mayor replied that it was all too easy for me to put him, 

the incumbent, on the defensive. He s2.id as far as he could 

determine it was a case of one man deciding to ' take a chmce 

on resuming operations and then having the word passed around 

until all of the others opened up. 

I 

1 was not satisfied with his answer -- 1 don t think anyone 

present was -- and 1 repeated my question. The mayor zxiK •s 

~« -nm:tbrka:~irm:t.XJ'lX reply was even more feeble. He said the 

trouble vras that It these 'things" -- JlJI:x we were talking about 

X.. enforcement of vice, grumbling and liquor laws -- made good 

newspap3 r copy. Ask any reporter, he said, and he'll tell you 

that it ::B one of the things that tJ.he mayor has to expect. 

All right, i1x when 1 am mayo r 1 will expect it. I'll know 

that I've got i~ coming. I know, too, what "the boys around 

town 11 are SEf"ing -- thet unless 1 submit to the "system"-- let's 

not mince words -- to the will of the legendary "syndicate~ and/or 

combination I can expect the worst outbreak of crime in history 

in m attempt to discredit my administration. 1 accept that 

challenge. I ask you, after all, it is your government, to 

accept the challenge with me. 
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