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PREPARED FOR DELIThRY OVER HLOL TUESDAY , APRIL 24 , 1945, 8:15 P.M. · 

The enthusiastic response to my first tNo radio talks in this series 

has been deeply gratifying to me . I am greatly honored that so many of you 

have asked to attend this broadcast in persono It is therefore with great 

satisfaction that I speak tonight to those of you in the studio and in the 

.~adio audience. 

Last week in my second radio broadcast I discussed with you the 

powers and responsibilities of the ma~o r's office. I called .to your attention 

that the office of mayor is not without authority . I reviewed with you the 

official responsibilities of the mayor's o~fioe as outlined in the city charter 

Rn~ l dis~ussed the great opportunity that vx1sta for l eadership by the right 

kind of mayor in the matter of community pJ.Mn5.r.g a ncl CC'mrm:ni ty redevelopment. 

I 11r ish to state aga h this fact 1 the pres<?.nt me.yor has been ~willing 

0 r Ll.nal:llG to exercise the powers placed by charter and law in the office vrhich 

he holds. 

I specifically call to your attention the deplor.able cond ition of our 

-~~ty fiYJ<tncial structure and tho obvious failure of the present mayor to do any-

thing )CJi1'>tru0tive to r emedy this situation during the four years he has been 

~,... · cffl.r.e. 

our city is in debt over $50 , 000 , 000 . Last yc~r our city operated on 

a defi0it of approximately $800 , 000 . It is important that the people of 

Minneapo lis be informed of these f a cts about our city government . 

But the people have been kept in the da rk a s to the financial condition 

of our city. The present mayor , who is a membe r of the Board of J!;stimat t:; and 

:'r·xntion, a nd .• who, under terms of the cha rt er, can r eview the r epo rts and 

accvunts of any office of our city, has never brought our fiscal problems out 

in to the open. 
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The mayor ha s not consulted with business . He has not consulted with 

l abo r. He h::ts not t a lked or confe rred .-nth any substantia l group of our civic 

leaders about this all-importa nt problem. He has contented himself with 

publicity about the minor and unimportant ceremonial functions of his office and 

ha s never given serious a ttention to the r ea lly fundamental problems of finance, 

hou~ing, urban r edevelopment , slum cl ear ance a nd the like . 
\ 

Lot me gi ve you an example of the conduct of our city ' s business . 

Recently a n officer of our city gover nment a ppea red before ~ congressional sub-

ccmm.:.tto o in iVc.sh ington. This city official pre sent ed to the sub- cormnittee a 

r epo rt of tho city planninf!; commis s ion. T"l::.s r eport dealt with the public 

wo r·ks pro gr 'lms ·which a re being con s i de r eel for the post -war pe riod in 1\ inneapol is . 

He told the sub-committee that Minnea polis wa s pla nning $141 ,000 , 000 

of ~~blic wo rks projects . But, when he wa s a8ked by a membe r of the sub-com~itte~ 

hew much money our city could s et a side a s its sha r e of the costs , he rc~~rked , 

1 nvt one doll ~r~' 

Wh'lt kind of phnning is this? On the othe r hand , t ht.. pr esent 

~d'T.l.l'list~'ltion pe r mits the city to ope r a t e on a hu ge de ficit without making a ny 

cC.1'JJ<tod effort to r cr.te dy the city's insolvency nnd, on the othe r ha nd, the 

pr G ;;ent ::.dJninistn.tivn goes blithely a long t a lking about grandiose post-wa r 

sc:home s f o r whic h thor o is no money . 

Tall~ing about gr andiose post -w·:. r pb.ns without doing somet hin g to 

bu:! ·~ c. -:-.. s__.~,:nd fina n·)ia l s true;ture Nhich vr ill make possible thei r re '3. liza tion 

w:~n neve; :- bui1.d a gr r.'\ t e r M::..nner.. polis . Th·& present mayor should know th::tt 

talk~ng o.~ cne a ~complishe s nothin~ . It ' s doing thi ngs th~t counts . 

As I hr ve told you n.nd a s I h~;.ve m~1.d.e cl ea r t o the people of 

I inne~.p ol:i.s t he ri ght kind of a m<:>. yor can do thin gs . 
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The mayor of Minne~q::olis is a member of the City Planning Gomrroission . 

He is nls~ a member of the Board of bstim~te and Tnx~tion . he can and should be 

in constant touch ·;lith our Gity Gouncil . _It is his duty to coordinat t~ the 

agencies of our government. 

App~rently the present mayor ha s opera ted on the theory of never 

Je7ting his right hand know w·hat h is l e ft hs. nd is doing . 

What sort of administ r Qtion is it tha t dreams up grandiose plans and 

promis es fer the post-w~r period on the one hand and refuses to f ace the stark 

roa li ty of' our economic 0nd fin 'l ncia l condition on the other hand? 

This is wh o.t I ca ll being a v ision -:. ry . This is being i mpract ical. 

The r e isn't one iota of busine ss s e ns e in t his sort of management. 

'l'wo yea rs ago in my campa ign for the office of mayor I r epe-:ttedly 

ca lled upon the present mayor of this cit y to outline his financ i a l progr'lm in 

accordance with the needed pro gr am of post-wa r pl anning . 

Two ye~rs ago I called upon t he pres ent mayor to do so me thing about 

obta ining add itiona l r evenues. l specifi ca lly suggested in a broadca st on June 

1, 1943, that the mayor of this city supply l e~dershi p in a le gisla tive program 

to c !:J-I: oln a f a ir shn. re of st a te r evenu e s for the City of Minneapolis. 

I endorsed such pro gr~ms '3. S tlle s ha rin r; of t he gross earnings tax on 

public utilities . H!ld this pro gr ~.m been ca rri ed out, our city would have 

rec e i ved a pproxim'ltely $500 ,000 in additiona l revenue . 

lJuring the le gisla tive session ~j ust ended the pre sent mayo r f a iled to 

provide any r cnl l o'lde rship in s ~ curing action leading to o. solution of our 

city's critica l fin anci'll problem. 

Nr;v.r th'lt t he legisl (i tive s e ssion is over and the present mayor's 

campo. ign f or re- e lection is under way, he Sl,tddenly comes to life and demand s 

a survey. 



This is shameless p .~itLoQ~ The present mQyor h~s had four years to 

study this problem. He h~ s had four years to bring our financia l difficulties 

to the attention of our people . He has had four years to t a lk with the governor 

and legislative leaders. lie ha s had four yea rs to work with mayors of other 

r.;-,micipolities in order to mobilize their strength behind ~ well - planned progr11m 
' . 

d ire cted towards the solution of municipa l fin~ncia l matt~ rs . 

There h ave boon throe l egisl ~tive sess ions sinc e the present m~yor 

e ntere d office . he ha s had more tha n ampl e time to consult with our governor ~).nd 

our l egisla tive l eader s . 

The present mayor s hould know a lso that for t he l a st six yea rs the 

Leagu e of Minne sota Muni cipo. li ties h~s been engaged in a most exha ustive survey 

of the problems of city finances . He should kno•• that its findin g s could be 

used a s a b!~sis for a t horough- going program of mode rn t axation a nd t a x-sh9. rin g 

thut wp uld go a lon g way in solving t he problem. 

The Leagu e 's studie s a r e so compl ete that ther e is no need for furthe r 

exhaustive study and hJ?.d the rr•'lyor familiar i zed hi mself v1 ith t hes e stud ies he 

could hnvo presented our citie s probl em to the r • gul 9.r legisl ative sessions of 

lH-3 r.nd. ] S45 or to the specia l session crli l ed in 1944 . 

I Gn 1 t it o.m~z:ng that even ~t t his l a t e date, after four ye nrs in 

office, tho mr.yor h 'l s no progro.m to present for tho solution of our financia l 

difficult~es? He t n.lks A.bout tho 'lee d for '.l. survey which mc~ns th<>t the 

l egisl ative s ess ion of )947 ~y consider t he proposa l for a survey and by 194 9 

t he l egislature then m'ly begin a ctu , l considero. tion of the proposals produced 

by the survey . 

Tho mayor ought to l earn th~t t a lk will a ccomplish not hing . It is 

doing t hings th<'.t counts . Lette rs to th8 gove rnor a nd stories to the press 

w::.n never solve this problem . It is doing th in gs that counts . 
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It is unfortunate for our city that tho failure of tho present mayor 

to take positive steps to deal Nith our financia l problem ha s not been his only 

failure. He also has failed to provide any real leadership in the development 

and i mplementation of post-wa r p l o.ns for Minneapolis. 

Let me be specific: 

On Febru~ny 17, 1943, over bvo years ago , our 0ity Planning ~ommission, 

of which tho present mayor is a member, suggested tha t an organization, to be 

called the Post-w8.r Development Council, be formed . It would include representa

tives of civic orguniz ::t tions, technica l experts, represent:1tives of l abor , 

business and soci~l agencies . 

In my campaign two yea rs ago I outline d , in considerable detail, a 

proposal for the establishment of such a Post-wa r Development Council, or, a s I 

have since sugge sted along with other civic minded /people , a Gre3.ter Minneapolis 

Association . Such a council would become our civilian defense orgnnizetion for 

peace time . 

I cc.llcd upon the present mayor of this city to establish n committee 

of citizens repre senting every interest in our city. '£his committee would 

collaborate w ith the City Planning Commission in the formul n.tion of an over-all 

post-w~ r development program. There would be a research nnd technical division, 

sharing the responsibility for fact finding , for dete r mining tho city's needs 

~nd for the gathe ring of da t a on the city's present situation. There would be 

a ways a nd means committee to study the financia l a nd legal problems and to 

determine procedures for getting plans into a ctua l operation. 

Gove rnment a nd co~unity, busine ss a nd l abor , social ~gencies and 

fin D.nci'a l instjtuti.ons would work to get her. I sta ted the n and I re-state it now 1 

t he G1.ty Pi.aP...ning Co mmission cannot be expected to know all of our needs 01 

to chr:n t our entire future. Government alone cannot save us from disa ster. 
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The present mayor of this city is a member of the Planning Commission. 

He should have been familiar with the recommendations and the reports of that 

commission. He should have . taken positive action on the basis of those reports 

and established a Greater Minneapolis Association , but, as in other matters 

which require leadership, nothing was done. 

An excellent proposal was filed away, precious time was lost. The 

mayor of this city did nothing to set in motion a community organization to 

guarantee a great future for Minneapolis . 

I say to you again, it is not publicity, it is not headlines that 

count -- it is doing things that counts. 

It's always "too little and too late". Too .little law enforcement 

and too late to apprehend the culprits. Too little support for housing programs 

and too late to be sincere. Too little co6peration with our legislature, and 

too late to count. Always and always, through four years, -- too little and 

too late. The latest example being the decision on the part of our legislature 

to take Minnesota off wa r time. Governor Thye states tho issue clearly. He 

said, and I quote, "action should ha ve been taken when the legislature was in 

session, instead of waiting until the legislature adjourned ." The mayor of 

this city, as the governor points out, knan the bill was under consideration 

and protests should ha ve been made while the measure wa s in process of being 

enacted. Aga in too little -- a ga in too l a te. 
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RADIO ADDRESS BY HUBERT H. HU PHREY, CANDIDA'I'E FOR MAYO 
OF ~HNNEA DOL IS PREP EFJ FOR DELIVERY OV~<'R VLOL TUESDAY, 

___ AP~_R_I_.:.L~.24 , 1945 , 8 : 15 P . M. 

I am greatly 

this broad cast 

I soeak 

Last week in my second radio broadcast I discussed 

ith you the povers and res >onsibilities of the mayor ' s office . 

I called to your attention that the office of mayor is not 

~ithout authority . I reviewed with you th~Official responsibilities 

of the mayor's office as outlined in the city char t er and I 

discussed the great opportunity that exists for leadership by 

the right kind of mayo~ in the matt er of community planning and 

community redevelopment . 

I wish to state again this fact, the present mayor has 

been unwilling or unable to exercise the powers placed by charter 

and law in the mffice which he holds . 

I specifically call to your attention the deplorable 

condition of our city financial structure and the obvious failure 

of the present mayor to do anything constructive to remedy this 

situation during the four years he has be ' n in office . 

Ou4 city is in debt over 50 , 000,000. Last year ~ur 

city operated on a deficit of approximately 800 , 000 . It is 

important that the people of Minneapolis'be informed of these 

facts about our city go,Ternment . 
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But the. people have been kept in the dark as to the 

financial condition of our city. The present mayor, ho is a 

member of the Board of Estimate and Taxation, ann, who, under the 

terms of the charter, can review the reports and accounts of any 

office &f our city, has never brought our fiscal problems out 

into the open . As in all too many other matters, the mayor ' s 

office has been a house of mystery. 

The mayor has not consulted with business! He has not 

consulted with labor L He has not tallced.e'DZ6onfer:fed with any 

substantial group of our civic leaders about this alJ..im1)ortan t 

problem. He has contented himself with publicity about the minor 

and unimportant ceremonial functions of his office and has never 

given serious attention to the really fundamental problems of 

finance, housing, urban redevelopment, slum clearance and the 

like . 

Let me give you an example of the conduct of our city ' s 

business. Recently an officer of our city government appeared 

before a congressional sub-committee in Chicago . This city 

official presented to the sub-committee a rep,ort of the city 

planning commission . This report dealt with the public works 

programs which are being considered for the post-war period in 

Minneapolis . 

He told the sub-committee that Minneapolis was planning 

$141 , 000 , 000 of puhlic Works projects . But , when he was asked by 

a member of the sub-committee how much 3oney our city could set 

aside a.s its share of the costs, he remarked, ' not one dollar . ' 
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Whpt kind of planning is this? On the one hand, the 

present administration permits the city to operate on a huge 

deficit without making any conce ~ted effort to remedy the city ' s 

insolvency, and, on the other hand, the present mayor goes blithely 

along talking about grandiose post-war schemes for which there 

is no money. 

Talking about grandiose post-var plans ~ithout doing 

something to build a sound financial structure whic~ will make 

possible their realization will never build a greater Minneapolis. 

The present mayor should know that talking alone accomplishes 

nothing. It's doing things that counts . 

As I have told you and as I have made clear to the 

people of Minneaoolis the right kind of a mayor can do things . 

The mayor of Minneapolis is a member of the City 

Planning Commission . He is also a member of the Board of Estimate 

and Taxation. 

Clty Council. 

government . 

He can and should be in constant touch with our 

It is his duty to coordinate the agencies of our 

Apparently the present mayor has operated on the 

theory of never lettting his righ t hand know wha t his left hand 

is doing . 

What sort of administration is it that dreams up 

grandiose plans and promises for the post -war period on the one 

hand and refuses to face the stark reality of our economic and 

financial condition on the other hand? 

This is what I call b eing a visionary . This is being 

impractical . There isn't one iota of business sense in this sort 

of management. 
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Two years ago in my campaign for the office of mgyor 

I repeatedly called upon the present mayor of this city to 

outline his financial program in accordance with the needed 

program of post-war planning . 

Two years ago I called upon the present mayor to do 

something about obtaining addit~onal revenues . I specifically 

suggested in a broadcast on June 1 , 1943, that the mayor of 

this city supply leadership in a legislative program to obtain 

a fair share of state revenues for the City of Minneepol is. 

I endorsed such programs as the sharing of the gross 

earnings tax on public utilities . Had this program been carried 

out, our city would have received approximately . 500,000 in 

additional revenue . 

During the legislative session just ended the present 

mayor failed to provide any real leadership in securing action 

leading to a solution of our city's critical financial problem. 

Now _that the legislative session is over and the 

present mayor's campaign for re-election is . under way, he 

suddenly comes to life and demands a survey. 

This is shameless politics . The present mayor has 

had four years to study this problem . He has had four years to 

bring our financial difficulties to the attention of our people . 

He has had four years to talk ''l ith the governor and legislative 

leaders . He has had four years to work with mayors of other 

municipalities in order to mobilize their strength behind a 

well-planned program directed towar l s the solution of municipal 

financial matters . 
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There have been three legislative sessions since the 

present mayor entered office . He has had more than ample 

time to consult with our governor ana. our legisla tive leade rs . 

The present mayor should kno~ also that for the last 

six years the League of Minnesota Municipa lities has been 

engaged in a most exhaustive survey of the prob lems of city 

finances . He should know tha t its finding s could be used as a 

basis for a thorough- going program of modern taxation and tax

sharing that would g o a long way in solving the problem~ 

The League's studies are so complete tha t there is 

no need for further exhaustive study and h ad the ma yor familiarized 

himself with these studies he could have presented our cities 

problem to the regula~egislative sessions of 1943 and 1945 

or t o the specia l session called in 1944. 

Isn ' t it amazing tha t even at t h is late date, ifter 

four years in office , the mayor has no program to present for 

the solution of our fina ncia l difficulties? He talks about 

th~eed for a survey which means that the legislatige session 

of 1947 may consider the proposal for a survey and by 1949 

the legislature then may begin actual consideration of the 

proposals produced by the survey. 

The mayor ought to learn that tal k will accomplish 

nothing . It is doing things tha t counts . Letters to the -
governor and stories to t h e press will never solve this 

problem . It is doing things that count1. 



It is unfortunate fol/our city that the failure of the 

present mayor to take positive steps to deal with our financial 

problem has not been his only failure. He also has failed to 

provide any re al leadership in the development and implementation 

mf postwar plans for Minneapolis . 

Let me be specific : 

On February 17, 1943, over two years ago, our City 

Planning Commission, of which the present mayor is a member, 

~uggestedthat an organization, to be called the Post-war 

Dev elopment Council, be formed . It would include representatives 

of civic organizations, technical experts, representatives of 

labor, business and social agencies . 

In my campai gn two years ago, I outlined, in 

considerable detail, a proposal for the establishment of such a 

Post-war Development Council, or, as I h ave since suggested along 

with other civic minded people, a Greater Minneapolis Association. 

Such a council would become our civilian defense organization for 

peace time. 

I called upon the present mayor of this city to 

establish a committee of citizens representing every intere st in 

our city . This committee would collaborate with the City 

Planning Commission rn the formulation of an over-all post- war 

development programJ( Th be a t~esearch and technical ,, ' 
~~~o~n, sharing the r fact finding, for 

deterr:1ining ~ y's needs and for data on 

situation . There would 

the Pinancial and legal problems 

actual op~ation.) 
/ 

/ 
determine pro£edures for g etting plans ~n o 

~ / 
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Government and community, business andlabor, social 

agencies and financial institutions would work tog ether . I 

stated then and I re-state lt now, the City Planning Commission 

cannot be expected to know all of our needs or to chart our 

entire future . Government alone cannot sa e us from disaster. 

'lc.nnint_ Ccmmission . He should have beer/ familiar with the 

recommendations and the reports of that commission. He should 

have taken positive action on the basis of those reports and 

established a Greater Minneapolis Association , but , as in other 

matters which r~quire lead er ~hip, nothing was done. 

time has 

• An excellent proposal w~s filed away ! p recious 

been lost ! The mayor of thir gi~~ has done nothing 
--------------------to set in motion a community organization to guarantee a 

greater_future for Minneapolis . 

I say to you again, it is not publicity, it is not 

headlines that counts -- it is doing things that counts . 

'(JW1 - It's always "too little and too late 11 • Too little 

law enforcement and too late to apprehend the culprits . Too 

little support for housing progra~s and too late to be sincere . 

Too little cooperation with our legislature, and too late to 

be effective. 

little and too 

Always and always, through four years, -- too 

late .l The~~ample being the decision 
----------------- . on the part of our legislature to take Minnesota off war time . 

After the bill was signed, after the legislature had adjourned, 
~ -=-
after the damage ----- had been done, the present mayor of 

Minneapolis hastily called a meeting, registered a protest and 
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let lose a barrage of criticism and condemnation of the rural 

legislators. l1If ever the barn door had been locked after the 
,, 

horse had been stolen, this is a classic~ example . Of course, 

it mi ght be good publicity -- it might be good politics, but I 

understand that it is doing things that counts and doin,L;) things 

when the time for doing, ~ is at hand·. -
Governor Thye states the issue clearly. He said, 

and I quote, "action should have been taken when the legislature 
------------,.-----.~ ......, ..........., 

was in session, instead of waiting until the legislature adjourned. 11 

The mayor of this city, as the governor points out, knew the bill 

was under consideration and protests should have been made while 

the measure was in process of being enacted. Again too little-

again too late.!{ The antagonism which this situa~ion has 

between ur~an and rural groups will do little to help in 

our financial difficulties and our other municipal problems in 

the next legi~lative session.) Let us be ever mindful of the fact 

that Minneapolis is at the very heart of Minnesota ; that we a~e 

the gateway t o the great Northwest. The type of leadership 

that exists in Minneapolis will go a long vays towards determining 

the future of the Northwest. We have an obligation not only 

unto ourselves but to others. If we are to bulld a society 

dedicated to peace and security, if we are to strengthen the 

institutions of democratic government, if we are to provide 

opportunities for better living , we must beg in right here at 

Home. 



OPENING ~\NNOUNCEMENT FOR RADIO TALK~ APRIL 24, 1945 

ANNOUNCER: The £ollowing time has been purchased by a group o£ 

Minneapol is businessmen headed by ~harles B. Thomes 

in order to present a public address by Hubert H. Humphrey, candidate 

for mayor . 
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CLOSING ANNOUllCE.~Nt FOR RADIO TAIKe APRIL 24, 1945 

ABNOUllOER: You have been listening to an addresa by HUbert B. Btlmphrey, 

oand1do.te for ma-yo~. 'llllld for thia broadcast was. purchased. 

llinneapolis 
by a group ot busines en heo.ded by Ohe.rlea B. Thomes. Copies of this 

broadcast may be obtained by writing this station. Mr. Bu.rnphrey will be 

heard gain over thla same station, same time next TUesday vening. 

---



HUBERT H. HUMPH RElY ... 
Y'Our Candidate 

FOI .- fVIA YOI<· 
... 

WILL MAKE HIS 3RD RADIO ADDRESS OF THE PRIMARY C.A1iPAIGN 

TUES .. Af? Rl L 24 S·:J 5 PM WLOL 
Mr. l-I'.l.mphrey will speak over the same station, same time, 

same tiay- on Tuesday 1~y 1 and Tuesday, May 8. 

Prepared and circulated by the Humphrey for Mayor Volunteer 

Committee, 402 - 2nd Ave. s., GE 9673. Mrs . H.A . Jensen, 
Secretary. 



Hubert H. Humphrey 
622 5th Street s. E. 
Minneapolis , Minn;. 
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