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We have just pa ssed through a week of victory - - a week of good news 

a week of glorious triumph . The Eu~ean war is over . The military might of the 

NazirGermany has been overwhelmingly crushed . The Hitler conspiracy to rule the 

world has been ground into a million pieces . After more than five desperate years , 

victory rests today upon the. banners of the United Nations . 

V-E Day found freedom loving people rejoicing in their victory , but , as 

President Truman said, 11 our rejoicing is sobered and subdued by a supreme 

consciousness of the terrible price we have paid to rid the world of Hitler and 

his evil band . 11 v- r.: Day proved again to the world tha t a democracy can and will 

fight even more effectively than a dictatorship . 

vfe can honestly say that never before in our history have we done so 

well . Never in our history ha ve we produced so much , equipped an army so 

adequately or performed such brillia nt military strategy . 

The European phase of the war has ended, but we have still to defeat 

the treacherous Japanese enemy in the far stretches of the Pacific . The vrar has 

not ended . Peace has not yet come . We still have a tremendous job to do . There 

a re still dark days ahead before total victory will be ours . 

We will win . 1iorkE:rs will not permit the vic tory in .l!.uropt: to slow 

down production . Now is the time to step up production . vie have an enemy on the 

de fensive. American labor has a promise to keep . American business has an 

obligation to fulfill. That is the promise and obligation to free this vrorld from 

the last remaining bonds of slavery. America. vrill remain vigorous and dynamic 

in its war pro gram . 

The great question that haunts the minds of millions of our people is 

'will American be as vigorous and dynamic in securing .and attainin~ a peace 

prcgram? 11 Will we and our Allies meet t he cha llt:mge of creatin g a. structure 
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to maintain the pea ce and order of the world . Will we meet the cha llenge of 

peace-time production as we have the demands of war time production? Will we be 

a s solitious of the welfa re of our youth in the years following this vva r as we 

have been during the war? 

Will we ma inta i n that qua lity of unity wh ich hil s made it possible to 

a c hieve the miracle of V- E day? Every mothG r and f ather, eve r y worker, every 

business man silently wonde rs · -- wha t of the future? Whe r e do we go from here? 

There is in the mi nds of tho peopl e and i n the plans of gove rnment , 

3.n tmpre cedt;nted conce rn over ~he post-vfl.~. r pe riod . The r e is a sober realization 

tha t i nte rnat iona l security must be obtained and tha t a s e cure and prosperous 

economy is a basic f a ctor in t he bui~ding of a wo rld free fro m wa r. 

Practica l men , r ealistic men , and men of vision fully rea lize that 

there wil l be no i nternn.tional peace in a world plagued by depression or civil 

strife . Likm'fise , there c an be no domestic s e curity or prosperity in a wo rld 

threatened by Wo rld ·1~ar II I ~ 

I nternat i ona l peace and domest ic s e curity a r e inse pa r ab l e . Befo r e this 

war there was a gr owin g r eal izat ion that our e conomy wa s living on borrowed time 

and th~t there we r e unsolved problems of unemployment and depression. 

We a r c justly afr a id of the cons equences r e sulting from ma ss 

unemployment . We a r e properly wo rri ed over the rehabilitation of veterans and 

their r eadjustment into the normal community life of America . 

American business and l~bor and gpvo r nment cannot pa ss over the se 

matte rs lightly . Ame ric~ ' s gr eatest contribution to wo rld peace will be in 

guarant ee i ng to ourselves and to the wo rld an a bundant prosperity and a strong 

e conomy o 

American s e ve rywhere a r e beginning to understand that we are the very 

hea rt ::tnd core of worl d trade and finance . Whateve r we do , whateve r be our 

o. che i vements and our mist a kes , it will a ffect not only the p eopl e of this 

country but the entire wo rld. 
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We a re going to have a part in building a better world and it must be a 

loading part . Milita ry victory is but the first step in the process of atta ining 

peace . The peace th~t you and I want; the peace th~t eve ry human being hungers 

for is a living and dynamic thin g. 

Victory and peace mean more than just the end of the war . Victory and 

peace moan to all of us the return of loved ones , tho end of suffering and want , 

or , as our l a te President once said~ "freedom fromwnnt , freedom from f ear, 

: reedom of speech and freedom of conscience . " 

From time to time I have mentioned t~e rela tionship of Minnea polis to 

our state, to our nation and to our world . A city of 500 , 000 people) in the heart 

of the great Northvrest , is a great f acto r i n the American e conomy . ·vve have all 

begun to sense the i mpo rtance of our city a s a great trans portation and industrial 

center . 

Our strate gic geographic position pla ces upon our city leaders and 

public 0fficials a great responsibility for politica l and economic l eade rship . 

We must be pre~red to move on to nmv fields of expan sion and to explore al l 

possibilities of ~rowth . 

vfith this in mind in my r ad io broadcast of last week, I outlined 

u t en point pro gr am for your conside r ation . 

This program calls for new industrial development , extensive public 

wo rks , encouragement of r esea rch, veterans rehabilitation and reemployment , 

and the est~bl i shment of a Gre~te r Minneapolis As so cia tion t o integr ate and 

r::oo rd in::1-t e the ro rk of both public and priva t e agencies concerned with ·our post

v;ar plfl.nning . 

I wish to stress a~. in the impo r t an ce of industrial pence and sound 

l a bor relations . Industrial rela tions can no lon ge r survive by the law of the 

jun gle . 
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We h~ve ?.!"rived at a. point in our economic life where it is absolutely 

essential th::ct those responsible for production, both m~n·1. gement and labor, 

dedicate themselves wholehe ~rtedly to a program of expanded employment and expanded 

production which will provide more and new job opportunitie s. 

It serves no constructive purpose to dwell upon old disputes a nd 

upon the strife ~nd struggles of the p!:ist . It is our responsibility to be 

f a ithful to our solemn pledges to the men a nd women of our armed services that 

they return to suitable jobs a t fnir wage s. 

We cannot ignore the tremendous dislocation Vi lich will come when wa r 

wo rkers must find nan places in poo. ce-time industry. The magnitude of the 

task is so overwhelming and the challenge is so compellin g tha t every resource 

a nd every effort must be made to gua rantee cooperat ion between business, l ~bor 

and government throughout our city. 

We must remember th2t in 1940 Minnea polis ha d 36 1 000 unemployed 

persons . Since 1940 we have added a l most 30 , 000workers to our employment 

forc e s. This means there is need for 66 1 000 mo re jobs than we ha d in 1940. 

It becomes clea r th("... t if we return to vrhat some people co. ll 

no rmalcy, we will most certainly f a ce a staggering problem of unemployment • 

There a re , however, factors which give cause for optimism . 

Minnea po 1 is is rich in r e sources and blessed with the finest of l'llD.no.gement and 

l abo ro This city is r o':l.dy for a post-wa r ere.. of unprE:; cedented prosperity . 

The gr ea t rna jority of Minne~po lis workers have pa id their pre-war 

debts and have a cc~~lated the gr eatest ba ck-lo g of savings in t he history of 

our city. It is esti~ted that the amount is more than $300 , 000,000 . The 

~ossibilities for business · gro~th and expansion qr e unlimited . Minnea polis csn 

have a prolonged period of expansion a nd prosperity . But exp~nsion and 

prosperity will nt>t como of its own a ccord. We must plan for it· ive mu~t 

marshal our resources in an intelligent and democratic fashion. 
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It is against this back ground of our nation ha lf-way on t he ro~d to 

victory u.nd our city standing on the threshold of a grea t future, t hat I wish 

to outline a deta iled program thRt I, as mayor, would institute as one means of 

helpin g to a chieve a future of prolonged prospe rity. 

My program calls for the followin g : 

(1) The establishment of a Greater Minneapolis Association . This 

organization would enlist the whole-hearted coope r at ion of bot h public and 

private agencies concerned with community development. 

( 2) V~e mu st have an over-all pro e;r am for sluM and blighted a rea 

clea r ance . This cannot be handled on a piece-meal b~ sis. Adequate urRan 

r edevelopment shouldbe based upon a~ over-a ll plan prepared by our City Planning 

Conunission and accepted by the Greater · inneapolis Association . There s hould be 

the closest inte gra tion of both government p nd private agencies and continuous 

cooperat ion between construction and financia l institutions. 

( 3) ·ve must encoura ge private capita l to i nvest in l a r ge housing 

proj ects and general urban redeve lopment. The provisions embodied in the recent 

Ne i ghborhood Redevelopment Act should be i mmedi ately utilized to establish a 

Ne i ghbo rhood Redevelopment Commission with authority to a ssist private investors 

and corpor 'lt ions in a program of l a r ge scale housing and slum clear ance . 

(4) Public housing projects should be undertaken fur low income 

groups that c~nnot a ffor d to build t heir own homes . Large sca le housing 

construction i n Minneapolis must include a combinat ion of both public and private 

development . This city, like a ll others , h~s i nd i v i dua ls in t he low i ncome 

gr oup who ar e un:lb le to pay r ents r eq u ired to support pr ivate cons t ruction . I 

favo r an enabling act wh ich wi ll per mit the City of Minneapolis to establish a 

m~nicipa l housing authority. The financial fea sibility of such authoriti e s has 

a lready been demonstrated . It would not limit the opportunities for private 

capita l but wou l d offer a safa : ... and profitable market for capita l i.rwestment by 

privat e individuals and financial institutions in t his ar ea . 
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(5) A new central public library building and ~dditional branch 

libraries should be provided . This would mean acco~~odations fot areas where 

inadequate provisions now exist. 

(6) An extensive program of industria l expansion should be undertaken . 

This would be designed to attract new industries in the period of reconversion • 

.' n essential pa rt of this pro gram would be a fight to obtain freight rate 

equality for this region$ which I outlined in some detail in a previous broadcastc 

~ (7) An extensive program of transportation development should be 

planned. This wo uld be a i med at improving all phases of transportation so that 

Minneapol is vr ill become c. transportation hub to the northwestern United States 

and C~t no.da. 

(8) We should , at tho c!l.r!iost possible date , launch a program of 

grade separations at all railroad crossings . This would include establishing 

a system of underpasses and overpasses to alleviate co ngested street traffic 

conditions which a re now c~usin g many dee,ths and injuries. This program Nould 

a lso save untold thousand s of hours of valuable time, now lost in intra-ci ty 

traffic . 

(9) There must be a new '/'la shing-ton Av<.Jnue bridgG for im.~ediate 

replacement of the present dangerous hazard to public safety. 

(10) There must be the e stablishment of ·sufficient park and playground 

f acilities in a r eas of heavy popula tion and the provision for properly staffed 

recreat ion forces to supervise recr eational ~ctivities . 

(11) The re should be a determined a t tempt to bring about the locett ion 

in Minneapolis of the contemplated Uni tod States Hospital to serve the northNest . 

(12) -~~·e should plan to construct c. new city hospital of the l a t est 

d~sign, complete and comprehensive in its ~cilities. 
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(13) There should be the i mmedi a t e establishment of a heart hospital . 

Minneapolis- a city of nearly 500 1 000, today does not provide this most 

essential service. 

(14) We must undertake a. program of resurfacing, p<1.ving and repcir 

r) f city streets and al leys and the installat i on of SENTe rs and storm drl.lins. 

This is my program for post-war construction. It is by no means the 

fina l word, but it sets, 1 believe, an over-a ll pattern, that will give us a. 

basis for a concrete and positive approach to the problem of providing a 

continuin g high l evel of employment . 

The rea lization of this type of pro gram demand s the most careful study 

and a nalysis.. How unfortunate for our city that the l ::. st four years has seen 

so little attention given this all-important matter. 

Plans for vast const ruction projects cannot be drawn in a f ew hoBrs. 

They r equire weeks and months of ca reful co nsider~t ion. They must be 

a ccbmplished with the understandin g and approval of all sections of our 

community, and that mea ns many hours of hearings and intensive activity in 

a cqua inting the public with the i mrortance of the v 'lrious projects. 

I am a cand i date f or mayo r because I believe tha t I can help promote 

the r ealizat i on of a much- needed pr ogram of community redevelopment. With 

your help and understanding and with the proper l eade rship in the mayo r's 

office, Minneapolis can and will move on to a greater future -- a future which 

will guarantee t o our returning servicemen-and women the kind of a c~ty that 

justifies the sa crifices they a r e mak ing in the defense of our country and of 

our demo cratic institutions . 
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We have just passed through a week of victory -- a week of good 

news -- a week of glorious triumph. The European war is over. The 

military might of Nazi-Germany has been overwhelmingly crushed. The 

Hitler con~piracy to rule the world has been ground into a million 
. 

pieces. After more than five desperate years, victory rests today upon 

the banners of the United Nations. 

V-E Day found freedom loving people rejoicing in their victory~ 

but, as President Truman said, 11 our rejoicing is sobered and subdued by 

a supreme consciousness of the terrible price we ~ve paid to rid the 

world of Hitler and his evil band. 11 V-E Day proved again to the world 

that a democracy can and will fight even more effectively than a 

dictatorship. 

We can honestly say that never before in our history have we 

done so well. Never in our history have we produced so much, equipped 

an army so adequately or performed such brilliant military strategy. 

~~ The European phase of the war has ended, but we have t o defeat 

the treacherous Japanese enemy in the far stretches of the Pacific. The 

war has not ended. We still hRve a tremendous job to do. There are 

still dark days ahead before total victory will be ours. 
lft'M,;_4. 

Workers ~ not permit the victory in Europe to slow down 

production. Now is the time to step up production. 'At@ l:uv:e aft eftemy on 

'tilae g efene1ve. American labor has a promise to keep. ,American business 

has an obligation to fulfill. That is the promise and obligation to 

free this world from the las~ remaining bonds of slavery. America will 

remain vigorous and dynamic in its war program. ~ 
The great question that haunts the minds of millions of our 

people is "will America be as vigorous an~ dynamic in securing and 
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attaining a peace program?" Will we and our Allies meet the challenge of 

creating a structure to maintain the peace and order of the world. Will 

we meet the challenge of peace-time production as we have the demands of 

war-time production? Will we be as solitious of the welfare of our youth 

in the years following this war as we have been during the war? 

Will · we maintain that quality of unity which has made it 

possible to achieve the miracle of V-E day? Every mother and father, 

every worker, every business man silently wonders -- what of the future? 

Where do we go from here? F~ 

There is in the minds of the people and in the plans of 

government, an unprecedented concern over the post-war period. There 

is a sober realization that international security must be obtained 

and that a secure and prosperous economy is a basic factor in the 

building of a world free from war. 

Practical men, realistic men, and men of vision fully realize 

that there will be no international peace in a world plagued by 

depression or civil strife. Likewise, there can be no domestic 

security or prosperity in a world threatened by World War III. 

International peace and domestic security are inseparable. 

Before this war there was a growing realization that our 

economy was living on borrowed time. There were unsolved problems of 

unemployment and depression. 

We are j~stly afraid of the consequences resulting from mass 

unemployment. We are properly worried over the rehabilitation of 

veterans and their readjustment into the normal community life of 

America. 

American business and labor and government cannot pass over 

these matters lightly. America's greatest contribution to world peace 

will be in guaranteeing to ourselves and to the world an abundant 

prosperity and a strong nation. 

/ 



Americans everywhere are beginning to understand that we are 

the very heart and core of world trade and ·finance. Whatever we do, 

whatever be our achievements and our mistakes will affect not only the 

people of this country but also the entire world. 

We are going to have a part in building a better world ·and it . 
must be a leading part. Military victory is but the first step in the 

process of attaining peace. The peace that you and I want; the peace 

that every human being hungers for is a livi~ and dynamic thing. 

Victory and peace mean more than just the end of the war. 

Victory and peace mean to all of us the return o~~d ones, the end 

of suffering and want, or, as our late President ~ once said, "freedom 

from want, freedom from fear, freedom of speech and freedom of 

conscience." These ideals are the only real values in a world torn 

-------------and devastated by the calamity of total war. 

From time to time I have mentioned the relationship of 

Minneapolis to our state, our nation and our world. A city of 500,000 

people, in the heart of the great Northwest, is a great factor in the 

American economy. 

Our strategic geographic position places upon our civic leaders 

and public officials a great responsibility for political and economic 

leadership. We must be prepared to move on to new fields of &xpansion 

and to explore all possibilities of growth. 

With this in mind in my radio broadcast of last week, I 

outlined a ten point program for your consideration. 

This program calls for new industrial development, extensive 

public works, encouragement of research, veterans rehabilitation and 

reemployment, and the establishment of a Grea ter Minneapolis Association 

to integrate and coordinate the work of both public and private agencies 

concerned with our post-war planning. 
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I wish to stress again the importance of industrial peace and 

sound labor relations. Industrial relations can no longer survive by 

the law of the jungle. 

We have arrived at a point in our economic life where it is 

absolutely essential that those resp~nsible for production, both manage

ment and labor, dedicate themselves wholeheartedly to a program of 

expanded employment and expanded production which will provide more 

and new job opportunities. 

It ser~s no constructive purpose to dwell upon old disputes 

and upon the strife and struggles of the past. It is our responsibility 

to be faithful to our solemn pledges to the men and women of our armed 

!ervices that they return to suitable jobs at fair wages. 

Nor can we ignore the tremendous dislocation which will come 

when war workers must find new places in peace-time industry. The 

magnitude of the task is so overwhelming and the challenge is so 

compelling that every resource and every effort must be made to 

guarantee cooperation between business, labor and government throughout 

~ur city. 

We must remember that in 1940 Minneapolis had 36,000 unemployed 

persons. Since 1940 we have added almost JSI, ooo workers to our employment 

forces. This means there is need for over 50,000 more jobs than we had 

in 1940. 

It becomes clear tha t if we return to what some people call 

normalcy, we will mo s t certainly face a staggering problem of unemployment. 

There are, however, factors which give c~use for optimism~ 

Minneapolis is rich in resources and blessed with the finest of manage

ment and labor. This city can be ready for a post-war era of unprecedented 

prosperity. 
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The great majority .of Minneapolis workers have paid their pre

war debts and have accumulated the greatest back~log of savings in the 

histor~ of our city. It is estimated that the amount is more than 

$3oo ,ooo,ooo. The possibilities for business growth and expansion are 

unlimited. Minneapolis can have a prolonged period of prosperity. But 

expansion and prosperity will not come of its own accord. We must plan 
W'<-~~~.ct. 

for it, ~ We must marshal our resources in an intelligent and democratic 
I 

fashion 

It is against this background of our nation •half-way on the 

road to victory and our city standing on the threshold of a great future, 

that I wish to outline a detailed program that I, as mayor, wodd 

institute as one means of helping to achieve a future of prolonged 

prosperity. 

My program calls for the following: 

(1) The establishment of a Greater Minneapolis Association. 

This organization would enlist the whole-hearted cooperation of both 

public and private agencies concerned with community development. 

{2) We must have an over-all program for slum and blighted 

area clearance. This cannot be handled on a piece-meal basis. 

Adequate urban redevelopment should be based upon an over-all plan 

prepared by our CitY Planning Commission and accepted by the Greater 

Minneapolis Aseociation. There should be the closest integration of 

both government and private agencies and continuous cooperation between 

construction and· financial •nsti tutions. 

(3) We must encourage private capital to invest in large 

housing projects and general urban redevelopment. The provisions 

emb~died in the recent Neighborhood Redevelopment Act should be 

immediately utilized to establish a Nei ghborhood Redevelopment Commission 

with authority to assist private investors and corporations in a 

program of large scale housing and slum clearance. 
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(4) Public housing projects should be undertaken for low 

income groups that cannot ~fford to build their own homes. Large scale 

housing construction in Minneapolis must include a combination of both 

public and private development. This ·c i ty, like all others, has 

individuals in the low income group who are unable to pay rents required 

to support private construction. I favor an enabling act which will 

permit the City of Minneapolis to establish a municipal housing authority. 

The financial feasibility of such authorities has already been demonstrate~ 

It would not limit the opportunities for private capital but would offer 

a safe and profitable market for capital investment by private individuals 

and financhl institutions in this are. 

(5) A new central public library building and additional 

branch libraries should be provided. This would mean library accom~oda

tions for areas where inadequte provisions now exist. 

(6) An extemsive program of industrial expansion should be 

undertruten. ~is would be designed to~tract new industries in the 

period of reconversion. An essential part of this program would be a 

fight to obtain freight rate equality for this region, which I outlined 

in some detail in a previous broadcast. 

(7) An extensive program of transportation development 

should be planned. This would be aimed at improving all phases of 

transportation so that Minneapolis will become a transportation hub to 

the northwestern United States and Canada. 

(8) We should, at the earliest possiblecate, start a program 

of grade separations at all railroad crossings. This would include 

KXB~ establishing a system of underpasses and overpasses to ease the 

congested street traffic conditions which are now causing many deaths 

and injuries. This program would also sav~ untold thousands of hours 

of valuable time, now lost in intra-city traffic. 
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(9) There must be a new Washington Avenue bridge for 

immediate replacement of the present dangerous hazard to public safety. 

(10) There must be the establishment of sufficient park and 

playground facilities in areas of heavy population and the provision for 

properly staffed recreation forces to supervise recreational activities. 

(11) There should be a determined attempt to bring about the 

location in Minneapolis of therontemplated United States Hospital to 

serve the northwest. 

(12) We should plan to construct a new city hospital of the 

latest design, complete and comprehensive in its facilities. 

(13) There should be the immediate establishment of a heart 

hospital. Minneapolis, a city of nearly 500,000,today does not provide 

this most essential service. 

( 14) We must unde.rtake a program of resurfacing, paving and 

repair of city streets and alleys and the installation of sewers and 

storm drains. 

This is my program for postwar construction. It is by no 

means the final wor.d, but it sets, I believe, an over-all pattern, that 

will give us a basis for a concrete and positive approach to the problem 

of providing a continuing high level of employement. 

The rea~ization of this type of program demands the most 

careful study and analysis. How unfortunate for out city that the last 

four years has seen so little attention given this all-important matter. 

Plans for vast construction projects cannot be drawn in a 

few hours. They require weeks and months of careful consreration. They 

must be accomplished with the understanding and approval of all sections 

of our community, and that means many hours of hearings and intensive 

activity in acquainting the public with the importance of the various 

proj edt s. 
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I am a candidate for mayor because I believe that I can help 

promote the realization of a much-needed program of community iedevelop

ment. With your ·help and understanding and with the proper leadership 

in the mayor's office, Minneapolis can and will move on to a greater 
~ 

future a future which will guarantee to our returning servicemen and 

women the kind of a city that justifies the sacrifices they are making 

in the defense of our country and of our democratic institutions. 

-~-~~--~-~--~-
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