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THE NEE DS OF THE T I ME S 
Macalester College Convocation 

October 16, 1945 

I urge students to ent er i n to political life - be part 

of the community. Many people live off of the commun ity without 

addin g a nyt h in g to it. As a teacher, I tol d students to give 

to the co mmunity - g ive of ideas to the point here it could be 

c a lled leaders h ip. 

War is over a nd th e v ictor ha s been decided. Th is coun t ry 

is g oin g to ha ve t o g ive leadershi p . The p o er ~ e had in war 

is essential in p eace. P e ac e is not merely the cess a ti on of 

h ostilities. P ea ce c a n b e just as dyn am ic as ar itself. 

M a hnt~man c e of peace is a continuing s trugg le. 

Many cha n es have t aken place in the world. This rarld 

has had 6 ye a rs of destructive wa r. In a cha n g in g orld, we 

mu st understand needs befo r e the wa r. Ten y ea rs prior to the 

a r ~as a r ea t d epressi on - perio d of dict a tors h ip - p rivate 

enterprise was moved a si d e an d the orl d 1ent i nto a period of 

dict a t o rship. The re was a l a ck o f planning a n d l eaders h ip. 

During thes e ten y ears and prior we ~ e n t into ec onom ic iso-

l a t i onism. 

Life is not a be d of roses today. Future is no t b ri ght. 

Conf e ren c es at Y lta, Teh e r an , Quebec, B retton oods indic a ted 

t ha t p eo p le were b eg innin g to under stan d t h e nec e s si t y f o r 

unit y a nd interna tional organi za tion. We c annot live a lone. 

. e a re de pende n t. Th is country was c a u g h t wi thout pl a ns on 

V-J Da y. Need co ope r a tion ith ot her c oun tries. There is 

no diffi c ul t y bet we en America and her Allies in s p ite of a 

sense of under s t and i ng d uring the ~a r. Diff ic u ltie s are coming 
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i n to focus. During t he wa r pe riod ~e did not hav e ti me to unde r-

stand our Allies or en ter into t he pr obl em s of eace. e ou g ht 

not to be too dis mayed because we do n t agre e on ever y t h ing. 

Ou g h t to prepare ourselves for a long period of d isag ree me nt and 

find out what t he oth e r f ello is doimg and thinking about. 

Have to have patience and forbearan ce, to study a nd analyze. 

e h ave lots of d iff e re nc es righ t h ere at home. Have to be 

~ illing to know and res p ect each othe r in these tim e s. Have to 

have willingness to s ee ot h er fello 1 s po int of view. Other 

_ e l lo is convinced b y persuasion and fact. e c ann ot expe ct 

g reat internati on a l confer ences t o y ork t i t h out a h i tch when 
4 

we k no w there are d isa g re eme n t s on a l l levels. Our p robl ems 

in Europe to day a re g r e at er t ha n ever before - economic, 

poli tic a l, a r~i cultural , h eal t h , e tc. Th e Polish people ha ve 

suffered as no othe r peop l e have suffered. In Russia , 60 . 

of t he ind ustrial area s h a ve b e en de molished - th ey have lost 

between 15 and 16 million p e op le - citi es have been destroyed. 

Russ ia stand s today a s a mi mty milita r y po er but the ot he r 

pa rt of Russia is weak. One countr y in Europe has stood fairly 

ell during the war - that country is Norway. She had de ep 

rooted Democratic tra d itions. as able to re-establish he r 

g overnm ent more readily because Norwe g ian pe o p l e n e ver lost 

their love of de mocracy. 

Gr eat stri de s we re ma de dur ing the war - in aeronau t ics -

to day a t f ri gh t fie ld t h e y are demons tra ting plan es tha t nee d 

no il o t - je t propulsion, e tc. Ro c k et bom s and ato mic bombs 

were d iscovered. ha t is t he secr e t of the atomi c b omb? 
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The re is no secret. There is no i n v n tive ide a th t one na tion 

can long g u a rd. 

wh ich we live. 

ff e h ad better do s omething a bo ut t h is a g e in 

Th e a to mic bomb is a cha llenge for world g overnment. 

There a g a in is a rising tide of isol a tionism. We are t a lki ng a bout 

closi n g out i mm i grat i on - t a l k ing abou t no long e r lending money 

to other co u n t ries. Our econ omy d e p e nd s on eco nom ic s t a t us of 

o th e r c o un t r i e s - B r i t a i n , e t c • 

Cann ot liv e a lone. 

All depends on o t h er fello w. 

Government today h as no s e t po licy a s to d is p osing o~ Surplus 

Pr op rtie s . Some p olice y s h ou l d be se t up a n d continued. 

Une mp lo y ment is a maj or eco nom ic pr ob l em and a m jor po lit i c a l 

pr oblem. ill b e a d eciding f a ct o r if Dem ocra c y c a n continue 

a s stron ~ s st e m o f ov e r nment. Peo p le a re n ot g o ing to g o •it h out 

ork i n an e conomy t hey know h as p l e nt y to g o around. 

Ou g ht to g o to colle g e to lea r n ho to live. Mus t g et an 

ed u c ation t ha t will he l p p l a n for the fu ture. e e d college 

trai n e d pe o p le in t h e - bor movem ent- p e op le who will ri s e to 

p ositions of leaders h i p i n t h i s fi e ld - t h ose h o ar e inter e sted 

bu t 1ho ha ve al so p rep a re d t he mselves mental l y . 

f a ct o r today. 

La b o r is a strong 

ve need to da y socially co n sci ous b us in essm en. a g es cannot 

be ay down a nd p ric es ay up. Labor d i sput e s a re to o o f ten 

settled by at t o r neys . h e y ou._ ht to be settled by l ab or and 

manag ement res p rese nt iv e s in confer en ce •• Du rin the a r, 

t h e wo rki ng man and t h e in dustr i a list l earne d ho to g e t a lo ng 

to e t h er in t h is a rea. Th is situa ti o n i s still b ad on the na uo na l 

s c ene , howe v er . 
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More a nd more we f ind t hat p eople are wokking for a ag e or 

salary r ather than en tering a profes sion. Young pe op le today can 

make a g re at contri b ution to this field. 

Hous ing situation now is very critica l - t Dere i s the need of 

15 million new homes. Need for urban red e velopm en t. f eed for 

peo p le who g o into en g ineerin g wh o have a social consciousness. 

Need city planning. 

De mocracy has to d o everythin g to streng t hen its e lf. Harness 

river p o er - control erosion - i mp rove hosp ital faci lities 

i mp rove educ a tio na l sy s tems - public works . ~ e need to be mo rally 

s t•ong, poli tic a lly stron g , and econo mic a ll y strong. Tod ay ..,, e are 

l e must thin~ living ina competit ive a g e. Democracy needs a plan. 

about tomo rrow. l e need to train young men a nd women for Cong ress, 

to be Council me mbers, e tc. Th e core of De mocratic g overnmen t is 

loc a l g overnm en t. I f t h a t g o v e r nm e n t i s n 1 t s t o n r g , h on e s t , e f f i c i en t 

no g overnment c an be. e need young p eo p le in this loc a l g overn-

men t. 11.T e need people who understa n d De mocra.c y - h o rill fight for 

Fa ir Emp lo ymen t practic es , ho ill fi g ht for full e mplo ym ent 

measures, ho will develo p the poten tialit i es of ever y co mm u n it y . 

We must ge t t h e s e pe o p le out o f the colle g es of America. It is 

i mpe r ati ve to have g ood men in office. There is a b i g field in 

ppbl ic administration for those who do not care to enter i n to olitic 

We need people today Nho ill devote t h ems e lv es to g overnment full 

time, not just as a side-line. Need for inte g rity and t h ose wh o 

'~ ill live up to pubbic trust. The American pe ople are fed u p 1ith 

p olitical "bunk ". Th i s age demands men who 1ill try to think 

c learly and face the facts. Every teacher oug ht to be able to 
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speak the truth - not just so mething he has read. Th is country 

must pfovide the g reatest opp oruunities pe op le h av e ever had. 

Te chers and students must search out the truth. 
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cto '.J or 22 . 1 945 

Mrs. e ina G n g · 
st . .. uke 's ospital 
berdaen. Sou t h Dakot 

D r s . G n g : 

i 

I 
/ 

Tha k y ou for ~ou r c~rd co endln~ y t al- at 
c lester Coll a g o Convocation lo..st Tuesday, It 
s n ice of y ou to it o and I do a p reciate 

receiving y our card . 

I am sorry that 1 do n o t have a vailab le a cop y of 
t he talk a s -I s p o ' extemp or neous l y . ITo e ver . 
r e n r e prep ri ng a memorandum cov ering tho main 

point s o f y ~ulk nd I lill h ave a c o y o f that 
to y ou ith in a s h ort ti~e . 

HHH : r ·t 
1 

Sincerely · our s 

u bort n. Humphrey 
y 
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