
. 
THE CHRISTI N STUDENT IN POLITICS 

hen I dec ided a few short years ago _to enter politioe 

as a n aotive candidate f or elective office, I was cautioned by 

many olose friends aga inst wh t t hey termed the inevi tab le evils 

and abuses whi ch exist in t he broad p olitical arena. They uttered 

_sharp cries of dismay t hat one wh ose oareer had been devoted to 

education, ohurch work , and youth a ctivity should eleot to enter 

a field which over the years had become associated with corruption, 

"smoke-filled rooms~."party b osses " , and othe r evi dencea of unsavor y 

human relations . Th e y war n ed that p oliti os h eld little opportunity 

for t he kind of pub li c service with whi c I had sou ght to identify 

mysel f . 

y friends were s t ating to me a view which is held by 

a great preponderance of Ame rioan p eople. A reoent public opinion 

poll revealed that more than 70% of Am erican p4renta do not w~ t 

their c hi l dren t o enter public life as candi dates for offi ce. 

Thi s, too, is most t ragi c. It reveals a fundamental weakness in 

th e a t t itu de o f th e merioan people toward demooraoy and the respon-

si bi li t y whioh eac h individual , as a citizen, has in making that 

democrac y work . 

Notwiths tandi n g the arnings of tny we ll-intenti on.ed r iends , 

I decided to enter p oliti cs, to f aoe t h e real faots of our political 

life, and to make whatever contributi on I cou l d to the development 

of a hi gher standard of g overnmental servi ce. ' 

I made this de c i s i on b ec au se I wa s persuaded t hat, if 

ever polities as t h e b siness of every p erson, that time certainly 
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had arrived and th t it was now incumbent upon ~ overy pe rson to 

participate to the fullest possible extent in the total life ot 

his community. 

I have frequently s t ated to people w c criticize those 

of us who are in politios that "you may not be interested in 

p olitics. but politics is interested in you." Today government 

has b ecome inextricab ly tied up with virtually every phase of our 

daily lives. Gqvernment is c lled up on to assist in the develop-

ment . of a prosperous economic order. Government is involved m~e 

and mor e in p rograms of social welfare of widespread importance. 

fh ether one i • enga ged i n b siness or is a professional 

person or is a member of a lab or union. he finds that his govern-

ment is inevitably involved in his economic activity. hether 

this be g ood or bad. the point is that g overnment. as a controlling 

force in our lives. cannot be escaped . If we are to listen to 

those ho. b ecause t h ey are terri fi ed by the abuses that do eXist 
seek to · escape all politics 

in the political worlds/we would simply bury our heads in tho &$-nd 
;r' I , t:._,-; (// 

a n d ignore the realities of our individual community lives. 

e have in Ameri ca a democratic system which embodies 
the 

the mo ct a dvanced development in the a p p l ication of/Christian 

ideal of the essential dignity of evory indivi dual. te sometimes 

lose si ght of the f act t hat democrac y has been achieved only 

relatively recently and after many centuries of struggle a gainst 

opp~es si on and tyranny . 

Today democrac y is sometimes thr eatened by new forces . 

variously descri bed as communism. fasci s m. or total itarianism. 

which deny tho basic premises of Christianity and democracy . The 



theor i es underlying these conflicting forces hold th t the individual 

is important only as h e serve~ the state and t h at the state is an 

end in itself. Thus, facing a fundamenta l crisis in our way of life, 

it .is absolutely impera tive t t every person who is devoted to 

principles of Christianity and democ racy must become alive to~e 

politics o our time and ust find the me n s of parti cipating so 

that he may help preserve &nd extend t he se i~eals. 

Christianity holds that before God each man is equal. 

Democracy holds t h t b efore the l w each man is equal. This 

par~llel is n o coincidence b ecause the devel op~ent of ~emocracy 

grew out of the acceptance of Christian principles. If we 

surrender our p olitical rights of free speech, free press, and 

fre e assemb l y in the misguided notion that by surrendering the 

we can achieve some type of . mproved economic order, wemt only 

OOI!lm:l.t politic 1 suicide, but we betray our own faith in Christiani ty 

and in the digni~y which we believe, as a faith, is vested in every 

person . 

Th e recent r as fought to defend t h ese principles. 

e won the military phas e o f t at w r, bu t that was only a beginning. 

e are now engag e~ in t h e far more important struggle of winning a 

peace which ill estab lish our d emocratic idea ls not only in A~erica, 

but th rou ghout the enti re orld . A tremendous job c hallengeatB 

Christian stu dent. He must b ecome p ol iti cally al~7&. r.e must 

school himsel f in the p olitics of our society . He must add to 

his f aith in Christianit y and democrac y a n understanding of the 
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basio foroes and imperatives which are shaping our nation and 

world. Once infor ed, he must become an active participant and 

bring into the political arena the militance and zeal of a crusader 

for t h e cause of ri ghteousness. 

To be more specific, t h e Christian student must become 

involved in poli tical party or ganization, in campai gns and 

elections. He must learn t he nature and method of operations 

of many movements now so vigorously seeking to influence legis

lation . He himself ~ust become, in a sense, a lobb yist--a lobbyist 

in b ehalf of legislation and admini strative pro grams which give 

meaning to democracy a n d h ich extend political and economio 

seourity for th e masses of people . 

Our o bjectives are ac hieved thrcu g~ the ballot , throu gh 

the election of men and women to office who are committed to 

demooratic ide ls, and t hr ou gh additional activities which reach 

into every h ome a nd rsu ade the people that the ideals of Christi-· 

anity and democra c y are t h e only i deals t hat can offer them a 

meaningful life. 

Our p olitical parties des perately need h onest, sincere 

memb ers who understan d t h e problems of our da y and who are willing 

to devote time a n d e n ergy to their solution . Any person who wishes 

to partici pate in politics i ll find his servi ces heartily welcomed 

and h e will be immediately assi gned to some importan t . aspect of the 

particula r movement wi th which h e identifies himself. 

It i s by n o means · n ecessary for the student to identify 

himself with a political party . There are scores of independent 
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and non-partisan educational and political committees which offer 

any opportunities for the ~ame type of service. 

hatever avenue t h e Christian student c hoose'• however, 

he must evaluate his political activities in t erms of his devotion 

to the philosophy of Chris tianity and demooraoy. This means 

continuing study and thought. He must nev~r permit hi ms elf to 

accept without independent thought the di ctates of any leader. 

He must always remain f lexi ble in his tti tudes but forever com• 

mit ted to the principles of democrac y . 

The strength of democrac y is in the sound thinking of 

its c i t izens and in the effective appli4ation of the Christian 

principles of justice and humanity. ~his is : the challenge that 

faces ~he Christ ian student. The wurld todayi in a crisis at~ e, 

yearns for a rededication to ~e principles for whioh the Christian 

student must forever stri ve. 
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