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Addres ~ by Hubert H. Humphrey 

I speak to my frtiends ~d nei ghbors in the Third Congres. ional District. 

I address:!£ my remarks to persons of all political faiths, whether they 

be Republian, Democrati,Farmer-Labqr, or independent voters. I speak in 

behalf of my friend and a fellow public servant I Mr . Roy Wier I who is 

the cand~uate of the Democratic-Farmer-labor ~ ·Party for Congress 

' in the Third Congressioml District . 

I have wa tched with ever-increa "ing i nterest the progress of this 

camr:aign . As a vot er in this district , I have a particular inte rest in the 

person who will represent me and my neighborsi in the Congress of the 

United States. The people of the Third Congressional district repre sent 

every walk of life. We are literally a litt le United Nations all by 

ourselves. The Third Dist rict is composed predominantly of farmers and 

wo:t•king men, along with small merchants and pro :fa s sional people . Our 

district is so typically American it has always been referred to as a 

progressive section of the State of Minnesota and was always in the fore -

front of support for our la~ e governor Floyd ,B . Olson and our great 

war-time President, Franklin Delano Roosevelt . The third district is 

progressive and liberal in its political complexion. It ±x has only 

strayed from the path of liberalism when the progressive forces were 

disunited but t oday we .stand shoulder to shoulder as liberal and progres sive 

Americans be h ind the candidacy of Roy Wier. 

I wonder if you know· Roy Wier as well as I do. Pe.rmit me to · just give 

a brief account of his work as a P'ivate citizen and as a public off icial. 
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Mr. T/ie:r has eng~ged in the highly honorable occupationof working in 

behalf of the :interests of the laboring men and wcmen of Minneapolis 

and the Sta·t;e of Minnesota. Yes, he is a member and :s: a significant 

factor in the American Federation of Labor. A labor move.ment which is 

as much a pa:rt of the .Ame :ri can way of life as ou:r representative 

' 
institutions of government . Roy Wier is known for being Ill: fair and 

honest. He is respected by busines1s men. He is admired by the working 

ki:r.l!x all who know him. 

Roy Vfier is a veteran of 0% lforld War I. He is affiliated with 

veterans organizations. Roy Viie:r has served the people of the 29th 

legislative district a:lll!i:lctdo.e::x:loe@id.:a:kl!! in the legislature of the State 

of Minnesota . He was one of those~± upon who.m ou:r . late_governo:r 

Floyd B. Olson depended. He v~s always known for his understanding 

attitude of not only the p:roble.ms of labc:r but the probl~s of management 

• 
and of business . During those days of the depres s ion he supported every 

piece of farm legislation presented in be half of the farmers of Minnesota. 

During those dark days of insecurity Roy Wier as a legislator worked for 

and voted for and fought fo:r libera 1 and humanitar:ian measures of. social 

security. 

A new call to public service came to Roy ~ ie:r in 193~ 1rmen men 

and women of Minneapolis interested i~ our school system decided that spme

thing ha s to be done immediately to check the disintegra t ion and :retrogression 

of public education in this community. Roy Wier was called into public 

• service . He was elected as a member of the School Board of the City of 

/ Minneapolis and he b egan his tireless and effective battle for the 

modernization and revitalizing of our school system. He was ~~ix~ 

one of the first to lead the way in m ving Minneapolis schools and in 

protecting the school children of Minneapolis from a breakdown in our 

e ducational system. Roy Wier has served ever since 1939 as a member 
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of the school board and he has consistently supported the progress policies 

of school administ.ration of our superint edent1 Mr. Willard Goslin. 

In "ihe municipal election of 1945 I worked closely with Roy' Wier. 

He was supported by people from every area of our connnunity, business, 

professional, educators, laborers, school-teachers. yes~- he vms supported 

by an ove:rvrhelming majority of too ele ctorate and was accorded one of the 

greatest votes ever given in a municppal election for public office. 

Roy Wier, your c andidate for congress, has assisted me -in my 

municipal administration. He has served on the mayor 's law enforcement 

committee and ro. s stood a s a consistent supporter of honest and :impartial 

law enforcelll3nt. He was one of the first to champion the appo:lhntment of 

our :r:ecent superintendent of police, Ed Ryan, whom the voters of Hennepin 

county a: will · elec~ as s heriff next Tuesday. ~:x:ifii:llrxSlQ!p:!D±~~ 

xJmi:x:il:}.m;re:;.coouB~~um=m:me:mt 

This is a brief slretch of the public service ~tic: redord of 

Roy Wier, the Democratic- Farmer-Labor candidate for Congress in the Third 

District. 

In this~ politid:l.l camp3.ign, as in othsrs, there is a good deal of 

misrepresentation and distortion of fact . To be quite frank , there is a good 

deal of rumor-- ~vicious rumor, if your please-- intended to undermine 

the charact er and good name of a candidate. There is no :place in American 

politics for this sort of political activity. ~~:idmXJ;>DU~.ge: 

ki'tic'ibexmiE.Ib:x:lmdk ahm:tt:kxpl!lm:ph:pqma:.rin!Ull Candidates for political office 

that !!±it pit group aga:inst group, natinaality a ga ;i. nst mtionality, religion 

against religion, are unworthy o~ public support. It is t:iJne t mt people 

dellll.nded a code of ethics from their politicians and demanded a free and 

frank discussion of issues, not personalities. 

I want it cl early understood that I have the highest regard fo r Mr. 

Wier's opponent i n this ca.mp;l.ign. I am sure that Mr. Wier .concurs with me 
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k in this sta.terent. Our differences are not of a. personal nature. My 

support of :Mr . Wier is based upon his political philosophy and his trea.tbment 

o f the issues and his program. I support Roy ·Vier because he supports 

the liberal and progressive program so well advanced by Franklin D. Roosevelt 

on a national level and so ably conceived on a. sta. te level by the late govennor, 

Floyd Olson. 

Let me state my political philosophy, because ~±xxthB I know this 

to be the philosophy of Roy ~iel'J. Besides that, you have the right to kn~r 

the a. ttitudes of the per son who is talking to ,you. I am a member of the 

Democratic party. I have been, as you know, active in Democratic-Far:trer-La.bor 

politics in the state of Minnesota . I have spent several years in the study 

of political science and economics. Those years of study and my practical 

, experience in public office have reaffirmed my faith in free political and 

economic instutitions. 

Let me put it this >vay: I am unalterably opposed to any philosophy 

of gover:nm.a11 t which leads to the r giment~tion of the individual, whether 

±xxhB that regimentation be political or economic, whether it be fascist or 

coimll.unist. I em equally opposed to a dictat orship of the right or the left. 
' 

I just don't like dictatorship. Nor do I stand in political agreement with 

any peason or group ·bhat would undermine our political system. Roy Wier 

believes ·this way with all the sincerit y at his connnand. 
/ 

But I do stand shoulder-to-shoulder with those who are dedicating 

~heir effbrt~ towards making ~lll: democracy work, tow rds making Ame ican 

government responsive to the needs of our people. I stand with those persons 

who understand that our government is· the instrumentality of tp;e people and 

that our government should be used as a means of assisting and helping the 

people. I stand with those persons who have the vision to see that a 

democracy must be eve:rJ moving fowward, that a democratic people must give 
leadership to the .rebuildil'l.g of a. W"r-torn world, an:l t m t a democ:ra tic people 

the 
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ability of people to govern themselves and who can represent the people 

because the come from the great ra nlf-and-file of /IJnerican citizens. I 

~ He comes from our m:' dst. He kncws our needs. He has represented 

us with distinction in the stat e legislature . He has trained himself for 

' 

public office by experience and education. He understands the world that 

he lives in and he appre ciates the sa crilt'ices and the suffering of the .plain 

-people everywhere. He knows that this is one world, because he fo~ght for 

it. He knows that everywhere t he average citizen, the common manJ if you 

please, is on the march in search for freedom and opportunity • 

I 

issues • 

:i:lcddd:s: Tia:l!vqrem:plaxila: In this election the people want to know tre 

The people of the third dis .t··' ict ~ -ttJ /l, • W ~ 
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inflation, the foe of the worker and his rights, and the exploiter of the 
farmer. 

You know that a full year · before the war was over men like William 
Pittinger and Harold Knutson were giving the green ligh-t;. to . the s~eculators 
and the processors by wrecking effective price control legislation. You 
people on the iron range know that the Republican party in this state has 
played politics with· the steel trust at the expense of the welfare of 
Minnesota . You people in the Eig)J.th district know tbat Republican leader-
ship in Minnesota and in the nation h~ve sponsored anti-labor legislation 
in evecy ox session of the legisla tureand in every session of the Congress. 
You and I knmv that Republican congressmen and the present state administra-
tion have fought every effort to give us a decent housing program.allbcl!Uml: 
IIExk:o:rlB!i: You and :i: I know that Minnesota Republican Congressm~n have 
not played fair with the great mass of American people in programs of 
taxation, surplus prmfits taxes have been rep~aleq, the rich have gotten . 
richer because of their opposition to a fair and equitable tax program 
and the l:urdens of taxation in this state as well as in the nation have 
rested increasingly upon the lower-income groups . How can this be when 
there is a democratic majority in Congress? The ansvrer is simple, a handful 
of reactionary Democrats plus the Republican bloc has been enough to turn 
th~ tide against the people . ---------------------During the next two years President Truman will be in the White 
House . He has tremendous responsibilities in this postrovro.r period. A 
Congress that is lined up agftinst him will literally staleinate the processes 
of government. A Republica)) Congress •vill pave the w·ay for what it did 
in the last post-war period when they ruined the program of lfoodrow Wils on 
and ultimately gave America~ over to the monopolies , the stock-market 
speculators and the exploiters who through their self-appointed represen-
tatives in the \Vhite House and in Congress gave America boom and bust , 
high prices and inflation, stock-market manipulation and depression. 
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'fh.e · record is surely clear on that subject. I ask you as informed citizens 

to analyze the program of the Republican party today and then to see whether 

it offers anyt hing :XlH different from what it offered in 1920 through 1930. 

It is with this in mind that I ask you to make your persoml 
I 

responsibility to work in behalf of the ca~di acy o~~ Bl~ni ~your 

~~ --~ candidate for congress. ~~k is committed by philosophy and 

program to the furtherance and the improvement of the programs and policies 

of our late ~iE beloved President, Franklin D. Roosevelt . ·He will support 

the liberal and progressi"ye policies-- both foreign and domest ic-r- advanced 

by President Truman. He will do his part to keep the Democratic party the 

progressive party. He will speak vvith assurance and wisdom for the needs of 

the veteran. He knows those needs , because he is mNBXn£x~ a veteran. 
I , 

The election of John Blatnik is a foregone conclusion if xn you, the 

voters of this district , march to the polls in overvmelming numbers on 

November 5. \'\hen the people vote, yes, ~m: when all the people vote, 

democracy is in good hands. Progressive ~ government needs the support and 

t he allegiance of every one of us. A small vote-- an election where laboring 

people stay home-- is to forfeit all hope of government by the people and 

for the people. 

I cannot stress too stron P;ly the need for getting out the vote on 

November 5 and for eledting the Democratic-Far.mer-Labor candidates-- and I 

mean all of ~hem. I mean Dr . Theodore Jorgenson for United States Senat$. 

I mean Harold Barker for governor, andX the other nominees on our state 

ticket. 

This world is in a per iod of crisis. What we do in America. will in-
\ 

fluence the direction of world politics and economics more than any other 

understandingx this world and its problems. We need men who have lived in 
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the faith of the League of Nations · and the United Nat ions and who ilmi: 

believe in the ability of their fellow-citizens to be ma sters of their 

own destiny. We need people in political office who know that we have 

it within murselves to ~ke this world all over again. These people ~re 

to be found in the Democratic-Farmer -tabor ~rty. Ours is a party of the 

people. Its only master is the people. John Blatnik carries the banner 

of this political philosophy in the Eighth Congressional district. John 

Blatnik will go to Wa shington ~sr and serve his country in peace 

with the same dist:inotion that he served his country in war. 



6 speak tonight to my friends in the Eighth Congressional District , 

I address my remarks to persons of all political faiths, whether they be 

Republican, Denocrat , Fanrer - I.abor , or independents. I speak in behalf 

of my good friend, John Blatnik, who is the Democratic-Fa~er-

Labor candidate for Congress . 

0ve watch~d v.rith ever-increasing interest the progress of this 
I 

political battle in the northern section of our state. I have alv~ys had a 

keen interest in your area, because it represents one of the most s igp ifiant 

economic sections of the entire United States. The people of the Ei¢hth 

Congressional district are symbolic of the spirit of the United Nations . 

Here we see u::;. ity that comes thrru.gh understanding, patriotic devotion on 

inspiration for progressive programs and the living of the democratic life. 

e ~Cg.ngression district nd it pas 

O._ffi.u.->0"--'10 nave equently visited Duluth, 

Ely, - Ironton, Nashwauk, Chisholm,_ 

-- -

I think I know the people of the Eighth Dist riot . I think I know 

pe.,.son they would like to have as tl:.air representat ive in 

Congress. I pelieve I knov1 the political and social attitudes of the 

great majority of the men and women of porthern IJinnesota. 

(_That is why tonight I feel impelled to speak out_ in ~nqualified 

support of a good friend, a college associate~ a fellow progressive, 
~ I 



John Blatnik, .-whose ideals and political att i tudes represent the 

highest traditions of freedom and liberty in American political life. ... . 

(But this cam.}:Uign has been waged with bitterness and slander 

on the :r:art of John Blatnik's opposition. This campaign has taken on 

the character of adlllt malic:ious process of vilification and 

outright misrepresenta tion• You tJ:now what I mean. The present Congress-

man from the Eighth District am those who advise him and guide his 

political destinies have attacked my friend, John Blatnik, in a manner 

which is vicious and Unmoral. As his friend I rise to 'his defense. 

As ~mv one who believes with a deep and abiding faith, in democracy 

and American ideals, I ~~ibmge: enter this camraign to 

challenge the D~:m:llditJc truthfulness m: of the rumors and underg,round 

smear attack which mne a Congressman of the United States has seen fit 

to resort to. 

Let me state my~ political philosophy very briefly. You have 

a right to know the attitudes and the philosophy of the .person who is 

talking to you . I am. a member of the Dan oc ratio party. I have been 

active as you know in Democratic-Farmer - labor politics in the state of 

Minnesota . I have spent several years in the study of political 

science and economics. :f That k study ms convinced me more than 

ever of the soun~ss of our institutions of representative government 

of the fUndamental and basic conflict be~veen any philosophy of totali-

tarianism and democracy principles. My years of study in political 

science and :m:y practical experie?ce in public office has reaffirmed illY 

faith in free m: political and economic institutions. ~ 

Eix« Lets put it this way : I am unalterably opposed to any philosophy 

of government which leads to regimentation of the indi vidual1 whether 

that regimentation be political or economic, whether it be Fascist or 

Communist. I am equally opposed to a dictatorship of the right or a 



~ dictato~ship of the left. I just don't like dictatorship, nor do I 
stand in political agreement •nth any person or g~oup which would undermine 
our .Amer ican political system or would se 11 us down the ~iver by politi.pal 
opportuni sm o~ party line thinking. 

of you 1vho have been active in circles 

our 

~~~~~~~~~~Om 
llC ~:!..~~~ 

But I do stand ld::idt shoulde~ to shoulder with those who are dedicating 
their efforts tovro.rds llllltU~ :roo.king demo~acy work, tm...a~ds making .Alne rican 
government responsive to the needs of our people. I stand with those 
persons who understand that democracy and American government is the 

-instrumentality of the people and that our gove~nment should be used as 
a means of equal} zing the bu~dens and "equalizing the opportunities. I 
stand with those persons who have the vision to see that a democ~atic ., 
people must be eve~ moving forwa~d, ~ that a democ~atic ~XW people 
mxxt must give leade~ship to rebuilding a v~r-torn wo~ld, that a democ~atic 
people must and should elect rep~esenta'- ives to public off ice who believe 
in .the people and who can ~ep~esent the people because they are a part 
of the great rank and fila· of the people . 

That kind of person is John Blatnik. He comas from you~ midst. 
He ~ knows your needs. He has rep~esante~h distinction in the 
state legislature. He has t~ained himself \for public off ice by education 
and experience. He unde~stands the world that he lives in. And he 
app~eciate s t ·he suffering and the sacrif'i ces of the plain people everyvrhere. 
He knows that this is %x one wo~ld, because he fought for it. He kn~fS 

that there is a f ·--aternity of men because he lived with ou~ brot~ers~ 
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' beyond the seas. He knows that nan does not live by bread alone, because 

he has placed his faith in God .Almighty and has used his ability and his 

energy to create on this earth the good society which is the challenge to 

every Christian and a challenge to every decent citizen r egardless of 

religious faith. 

Mr. Congressman of the Eighth District,·you are guilty kf of foul 

play. You and your hatchet-men have said of John Blatnik what the Tories 

and the reacti naries x of another day said of Thomas Jefferson. You and 

your ghost-writers, ~tr . Congressman, have resorted to fiction-- not to fact--

you have c ba llenged the Jbmn~:kaanint:s Amei icanimm of a young American who 

provea to the satisf action 'of the President of the United States, of the 

American state Department , .of the United States m:f~ Army tr..at he was 

not only a good American and a ~believer in democracy but ~~ that he is 
also a 

heroic American and a fighter for democracy. Lets have no more of this 

rumor-m_ongering. The people want to know the issues. The people 1ll:lltE:k 

of the Eighth District do not ~r~ to have their intelligence insulted 

by the political tripe which was so characte r istic of the old-tllne 

machine politics which ~ AmericaK is today repudaiting in both political 

parties. I ' 

In this election, ~~. Congressman~ bread and butter, meat and clothes, 

decent homes and health are the main problems that confront us. The American 

people are interested in jobs, in econcmic opportunity and security , in 

world peace and international justice. But you would never guess that these 

were the issues from listening to the Republican Jm candidates and their 

spokesman. There was a time when some of us believed that the Republican 

party would be taking .a t:o: turn towards liberalism. Yes, there was a 

Vandall Wil lkie who spoke out in defense of liberal principles, but then 

there was a Republican machine that cut him do1vn and de ctroyed him in the 

' midst of his battae. There was a time that Minnesota Republicans 

. . 
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recognizing the political pm·rer and le~dership of Franklin Roosevelt, 

talked liberal and progres'sive principles. I u± say talked it, because it 
,-

is clear today that they never believed it. The campaign slo~~ns, the 

campign talk and the campaign tricks of the Repulllican leadership in this 

election has gone back to the dark days of J.fa:rding, Coolidge, and Hoover. 

Like the old Kine s of France they have never learned anything and they 

apparently have never forgot t en anything . Fourteen years of progress in 

this nation ws left no :in1ract upon the political and economic 'ldti:kN tp:inking 

~mnxths of Re puThlican leadership. They think they smell in the air the 
vV ... "'t ··Y"' 

scent of vir tory. They are so :f:J:ml:±!m .greadJ for power and so conf'ident 

mfxx that they ~±in~~ have driven from their midst all hope of liberal 

thought and have taken to their political bosom the bossism of g Chairman 

Reece, the reaction of Bob Taft, ~he politi~~l oppo~tunism of Senator Ball, 

and the economic philosophy of the 1920s. 

Look at the record of the Republican party and its representatives 

in the State of Minnesota. The Congres s ional delegation from the State of 

Minnesota was wrong before the war, wrong in its isolationism, wrong in 

its understanding~ of Hitlerism,.wrong in its economic program. All the 

way down the line, Minnesota Republicans in Congress have obstructed the 

realization of· the program of Franklin D. Roosevelt . All along the line, 

before the war they obstructed the strengthening of American diplomacy and 

armed xtxa forces. All along the linek, they have fought labor , double-

crossed t he farmer, and have even gone so far as to oppo~e hot lunches for 

school children, adequate pensions for ·,.he old people, full employment 

legislation for our workers, fair employment laws for our minority 

groups. And in all too mny instances have been the spokesma n for the 

vested interests tn the ~ iron range and throughout America . Their 

record proves them guilty of eve~ charge I have made . In fact their 

record interpreted in the light of history and present day events 

indi ,. ates that the Republicans in Hinnesota have been the a gents of 

\ 



Now that G9vernor Thye has thrown the aged and outworn 
"red herring" into the Third Congressional District contest, it 
might be well to ask the Governor himself a few questions about 
his party's candidate for Congress in the Third Congressional 
District. After all, you know that both Roy Wier and George 
MacKinnon sat in several sessions of the Minnesota State Legis
lature from 1933 to 1939 where they had to cast votes on some 
mighty important issues to the people of this District and State, 
for the reason that the great majority of the common people of 
this District and State were in the midst of their worst depression-
unemployment, drought and relief lines--following the Republican 
collapse in 1929. 

Does the Governor defend his candidates' vote for a sales 
tax? House file #1564 which Governor Olson had to veto, with this 
quot,e, as part of his veto message, and I quote a paragraph of said 
veto, "I am returning to you without my approval H.F. #1564. I 
object _to the bill on the principle ground that it is not based 
upon the means and apility of the persons taxed, to pay the 
taxes imposed. Those who can least afford to pay are taxed : 
the most and those who can afford to pay, are taxed the least or 
not taxed at all," end of quote. 

Does the Governor defend his candidates' vote against 
an effective corporate excess tax in the same bill? MacKinnon's 
vote against this amendment would have saved the mtning interests 
and big corporations of the State millions of dollars because the 
bill reduced the corporated excess tax rate to five mills and 
applied only to certain public utilities. 

the 
e vote against 
passed in 1935? 

D ' vote against 
the increase of income taxes in the higher brackets of the income 
law as of Thursday, April 11, 1935? 

D s he Gove or defend hie c ndida te against 
the increased gross earnings tax on railroads Thursday, April 11, 
1935? 

Does the Governor defend his candidates' vote against 
the party designation bill for members of the legislature 
January 25 1 1937? 

uoea~ae-W~~~~aa! his candidates' vote against 
H.F. #1766 which would have permitted additional funds to be 
voted to match grants by Federal Government for highway con
struction in 1935? 

Does the Governor defend his candidates' plan in 1935 
to finance old age assistance? H.F. #1409 which placed a poll 
or head tax of 3.65 on every citizen of Minnesota between the 
ages of 21 and 65. 

Does the Governor defend his candidates' vote for the 
lien law on all old age assistance recipients, passed in 1939? 
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