ADDRESS BY HUBERT H, HUMPHREY, MAYOR OF MINNZAPOLIS,Y,BEFORE THE NORTH DAKOTA

STATE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION IN FARGO,N.D., MONDAY, MARCH 18, 1946,

Mr. Chairman, Delegates, lLadies and Gentlemen:

I am profoundly grateful for the honor and privilege of addressing this
grect convention., I am happy to bring to North Dakota greetings from the City of
Minneapolis and from all of the progressive forces of the State of Minnesota,

To be here in Fargo is almost like coming home, My native state is
your sister stete of South Dakota. And my secretary in the mayor's office is
a native of your convention city.

In Minnesota our progressive party is the Demoeratic-Farmer-Labor
Party. It has brought within one great movement the farmer and the laboring man,
the businessman and the professional man-- men and women who believe in the
dynamic crsed of democracy and who recognize that only fhrough government by the
consent of the governed do the people of this country havetan oppertunity to
realize their ambitions.

I am happy to report that the Democrats of Minnesota are making real
progress. Two yeers.ago the Demoeratic and Farmer-ILabor Parties united into one
strong, progressive organizstion. As a result of this fusion, Minnesota cast its
11 electoral votes for Franklin Roosevelt and for the first time in years sent two
Democratic congressmen to Washington.

- Your state and my stete heve & common political tredition. The Farmer-

ket

;ﬁbor Party grew out of the original Nonpartisan League movement which in its day
held such great promise for the common man. How tragie that today the leadership
of this once great organization has fallen into tﬁe hands of the reactionary
elemente of the Republican Party.

In Minnesota what was oncée known =s the Nonpartisan League and later

the Farmer-Labor Party has chosen the wiser course and, in true feith to the early

prineiples snd traditions of this great people's movement, our Farmsr-Lebor Party



has become a part of the Democratic Party.

Speaking also &s & Minnesotan, I say to you that your interest in North
Dakota and our interest in Minnesota are one and the same. We are both great agricul-
turel states. Our people come from & stock that has a history of progressivism, here
in Americe as well as in their former lands.

There can be no separation of interests in politics on the basis of
state lines or regional asreas, Politics in America today concerns every American’
wherever he may be. Our eccnomy is an integrated unit. Our system of government
permite neither isolationism among the states of our nation nor isolationism
among th'e nations of the world.

A politieal and economic policy which is good for the wofking man is good
for the fermer. A political and eccnomic policy which strengthens the farm economy
is sound politics and economics for the industrial worker. The prosperous working
man and farmer, teamed together, esre the only hope of business profit and the
maintenance of our Americen xw#¥¥¥%Y system of enterprise. .

Irreyeesrrssseeessgaugmsmnd. Those who would defeat us and pit farmer
against worker and city ageinst rural areas ere false leaders and political
opportunists. I say to you tonight that just as the people of Minnesota in 1946
will retiére from public life Senator Henrik Shipstead so will the people of North
Dekote keep out of the United States Senate Gerald P, Nye, William Langer, and
Milton R: Young.

The people of North Dekota will send to our Congress men who will
work for the establishment of genuine international organization for peace and the
development of a sound and secure domestic economy.

What = tragedy that this great state should have lost its great son
end senator, John Moses. What a travesty upon the will of the people that the

Republican leadership of this state, through its governor, should have forced

upon the people the friend and associate of Smxix Gerald Nye who was soundly
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dmfExk repudiated at thé polls,.

The Democretic Party of North Dakota faces its greatest opportunity in its
history. The eyes of the nation are upon it in the struggle to return the state to
sound, progressive hands. Your unique election, in which 2 United States Senators
will be named, makes vour state doubly erucial in this all-important election year,

It is absolutely essential that the truly progrescive and honest

political forces in the state of North Dakota be orgenized into a sound and strong

Demoeratic Party. Your state may holé the balance of power in the national capitol.
You have an inescapable challenge to elect men to the Congress who are committeed
to & realistic and democratic interntional program and men who understand the
inssparabiliﬁy of international peace and domestic security.

This year we make the great decision as to whether or not our nation
shall meet honestly and forthrightly the problems that confront it or whether we
shall go on permitting the reactionary elements to obstruct the development of
progressive progrems such as advanced by our leader and president, Harry S, Trumn.

We do not caﬁe together in a spirit prompted by mere desire for partisan
or personzl vietory. The world looks to America for democratic leadership. We éannot
escape this responsibility if we are to survive as a free nation,

We must be clear-cut and steadfast in the program that we support.

The people of this state and nation must know whap we think, what we propose to do,
and how we intend to accomplish it. We cannot afford the extravagance of political
hyprocrisy.

Let it ever be ramgmbered thet the history of the Democratiec Party is
the story of a free America. It is the history of the Americs that has given refuge
to the oppressed and opportunity to the average citizen. Our party, the Democratic
Party, is the p&rtaof Thomss Jefferson, the father of the Declsration of Independence,
Our party is the party of James Medison, the chief designer of our American constitu-

tion. The Democratic Party is the party of Andrew Jackson, Williamx Ienniﬁga Bryan




and Woodrow Wilson. Our record is not merely one of victory at the polls. Whether
we won or lost, the Democratic Party has been the custodian of humen rights ega inst
all odds,

In the darkest days of our mation's history, with ruin everywhere,
ané with panic in the hearts of everyone-- from the wizards of Wall Street to the
toilers walking the roads in search of work-- with faith in democracy and American
institutions shaken to the very core, our party, the Democratic Party, gave to
the American people and the world, our beloved late President, Franklin Deleno
Roosevedt.

The Democratic Party hes faced one grisis after another during its long

and glorious history. It has been tested in the refinery of faith snd achievement,

It has never faltered in its devotion to the higher interests of the American peOple.

Unless by our record in the past and our coneept of duty in the future

we are prepared for the tasks ef statesmanship, unless we remsin the truly progressive

party, the spokesman of the people, we have mo right to expect the support of the

electorate.

Kmexdwowexiayxeiaim We lay no claim to perfection. There is no pretense

that our record is without error. Nevertheless, when the political balance sheet is

tallied, we can be justly proud of the zmkx tasks we have underteken and accomplished

in behalf of democracy in America,

The opposition party has its twelve long years to prove its capscity
for government and ﬁdministration. Their record is one of broken promises, broken
hearts, and a despairing and disiliusioned America.

Oh, yes, in their appeal to the American citizen they cite the name of
the great emanckpator, Abraham Lincoln. However, they fail to tell us that it was
the xmamizmm reactionaries of that day who destroyed the feconstructicn program of
Lincoln and gave to America eight years of the most corrupt government that our

history & records.
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It is this seme party that speaks of its Theodore Roosevelt,Xikxk we &S

ﬁemﬂrata know that Theodore Roosevelt had to leave his party because of its tasie

reaction and affiliation
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(jf was a Republican administration whic%}through its greedy

tariff policiag,dastroyed American foreign trade, It was a
)
Republican administration that repudiated Americéj‘pfomise of

entrance into a League of Nations!_,_m
waes & Republican administration that closed its eyes to the economic
realities of the inevitable catastrophe of stock-market manipulation,
It was a Republican administration that broke the back of the American
farm economy. It was a Republican administration that harassed the
efforts of working men and women to organize into a free labor
movement, (i:_ras a Republican administration which, when faced
with the glaring facts of poverty of our citizens, collapse of our
financial institutions, and curtailment of our industrial production,
had only a slogan to offer: "Prosperity is just around the corner, "
That, I say to you, is the# record of their action in the
twentieth century. It will do them no good to say they have

1l d =
. i%thafﬁgﬁ%# have.

changed, that they
& new visione.. You know and I know, and America knows, thet the
oL

seme old gang is in control.f/’&y I say in ﬁasaing -~ even Mr,

Stassen of Minnesota knows.
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(2:: political opposition has forgotten nothing and has
learned nothing by the tragedy of their failure, At a iime when
Amafica needs a clean cut statement of purposes and a courageous
gtatement of issues along with a positive program of action, the
Republican party in our Congress along vifh certain reactionary
and disreputable Democrats oS =ISeSSu$h stands in unalterabdle
opposition to the program as preéanted by President Truman, &j:“
is the same o0ld gang with the same old tactics

‘wameows that fought and hampered the program of eur’late and
beloved President Franklin Roosevelt, The Repﬁblican party in its
subtle ridicule of President Truman and its open opposit{on to his

25..point program is out to defeat the political and social

philosophy of the New Dehff
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@Sidént Truman has dedicated his life to the fulfillment of the
postwar program of Franklin Roosevelt.,' Our President is comagebusly facing the
onslaught of a determined opposition, the same old opposition that for 12 years
fought the polickes of the New Deal. But just as they were defeated before by
the will of a iR politically alert people, so they will be defeatag
agein as Harry Trumen and the Democratic Party wages the battle in defense of

the program of Franklin Roosevelt,
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(When I say that the Republican leadership is out to destroy

the progran of Fpanklin Delano RoOosevelt I mean that they are out to
\ Whieh,

%iﬁ}l of rights when finally @R realized,

ring

the a ssurance of genuine social security and

SHEXIEP- economic prosperity.

“ destroy the econom
wi
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11
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(Let me be specifice The major s political, eoconomic

Oted” v~
and social issue LAnmicsesdnorddemssedns confronting today is

S housing & for our returned veteranse The ¢ Democratic

administration has outlined a pradtical plan b:,*which we can obtain

2,700,000 new homes by the end of 1947, The Republicans shout this

is too drastice

tO.{‘ course, 1t is drastice So were the hardships and sacrifices

endured by the many million American veterans who won this war and who

@M now cannot find a decent place for themsslves and their families

to live.
i

(This nation cannot face a major erisis like the present &
——

housing shortage without unprecedented and drastic action.
=~ @ 1953, “wisti=oumesey oy nracbtsed) yGewl ko n. ke AoH

Franklin Roosavelt took drastic action. resrerswmill khe countr;r wa.s
salvaged and

economy ##® placed back on its feet.

But the same old
gusineas-as usual boysfscreamed to high heaven.
[ ook
In 1941 when twls nation went to war we _
_“- drastic action to gear oountry for all=out war productione

W But even then the business-as=usual erowd Srslled

that it couldn't be dones Now the same old calamity chorus # is at it againe
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Lobbyists.are swarming over eapitol hill in Washington like graschoppers
and locusts, chewing away at thexpompme props that President Truman and Wilson Wyatt
have set up to relieve the home shortage.

Republicans in €ongress sre lined up slmost so0lidly aganinst ths program.
If they cannot kill it outright, they are determined to eripple it with weakening
amendmen ts.

The administration plan strikes realistically at the housing problem.

It involves incentive payments to get produetion moving. It stimulates the use of
new meterials and new construction methods., It provides government aid in finanecing
home mortgages. It diverts scarce materialsy from non-essential construction into
low=-cost homes,

It protects home buyers from runaway inflated retail prices. Every day
this program is delayed means 3,000 fewer homes built in America this year. Every
dey of delay means 3,000 fewer veterans who will live in the =omfrat comfort and
decency of a good home,

The alternative to the demomxsitimxsd Democratic administration's housing
program is the coddling of special interests and the continued shortage of houses
or outright wild inflation.

let every American remember that viectory in this war will not be won
until every man in our armed services returns to his community and is given every
opportunity for s mmmdxjuinorkxdmwsntxxgeEsx decent job at good wages, a normal
community life, and = modern home. |

These are the men who fought to make our homes safe. Is there anyone
who would deny that they have first priority on the materials needed for home
building. Those who obstruet this progrem will face the righteous wrath of an
incensed group of courageous young men who will not be told that i siness-as-usual

and profits before people are the ideals for whiech they x fought,

Youx Your present North Dekota Congressmen voted for the speculators
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and the real estate lobby. They voted against President Truman's request for
stabilization of the real estate merket while veterans hunt for homes and waitfx

for new construction.

But it is not only in the field of housing that the Republican leadership
hes obstructed the forward-looking program of the Truman fdministration. If we twrn
to the matter of jobs andlenployment opportuni-ies for our returned servicemen,
we find again that the intelligent and well-designed program of the sdministrati-n
has been obstructed by the sume tactics of the xmamtimmary reactionsries.

To be sure, Congress has passed an employment bill. ¥ But it has been
so.watered down, so smended, so tampered with, that it doesn't even begin to provide
an answer to the problem of full empldyment. Republicans and a minority of
reactﬁonary Democrats, of whom we would well be rid, conspired to defeat pascage
of the ori@inél full employment bill,

These people said, "Lets have business as xx usual.X The government
must keep its hends off the economy." Again and again they said, "We must expect
a normsl unemployment load of from five to six million people."

Rather than have the same government that mobilized this nation for war
aid in ¥hw cre=ting a national program that would enceurage the highest poseible
peace-time production and employment, the mhsmxk obstructionists in Congress shout
that government must keep its hands off the economy.

ExWerix War-time production proved conclusively thet our economie
system is capable of employing all men and women who are willing to work. Better
then 13,000,000 veterans are returning home, and they want 2 job, They want a job
¥hxt at decent weges or a business that yields a profit.

We cannot answer the criticism of an unemployed veteran by tellinghim
that it is impossible to arrange our economy =m through the cooperation of

government so that he ean have a job.

This hands-off, business-mas-usual philoéophy that litemlly scrapped

the full employment bill is behind the Reptblican opposition to eontinuénce of
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TxE price control. The threat of a destructive inflation hangs heavy over our
nation. Need I tell the people of North Dakota the meaning of inflation. We in
this great midwest experienced the hérd realities of uncontrolled pos twar
inflation from 1918 to 1922, We saw farm mortages skyrocket, We saw farm prices
go to a disastrous new low. We mxk watlched the earnings of thousands of our
citizens destroyed br the wild fluctuations of an economy that was trying to
readjust itself, without the help of government, from war-time production to

pecce~time living.



( Let all of us remember that inflated prices which are

written into mortagesgR and EREMEXXEXgNednx bank loans during ¢
~-g#® uncontrolled postwar boom days must be paid off by the sweat

and labor of a deflated economy in the socalled normal dayse

[‘ This is what broke gl our banks in the 1920se This is

what destroyed real estate values. This is what ultimately brought

on the dapressio:.l of the 1930s.

@y the finaglers and the speculators=~ +the econkmic
para\f{taa-- profit from inflations Only those who gamble with
other people's money and who ruthlessly ignore human rights
in the economy ask'for inflationmary PTices, Inmwesrireirees .

@h_at is the record? Yes, lets take a look at the records

On February 13 when the administration asked for an appropriation

to continue-zrice control‘l) 105 Republicans and S}Gmocrat_s

3 . ®
voted against it'q Y 166 Demoerats and 19 Republicans voted for spedes
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Only because of a narrow Democratic majority in the Congress has our
country been spared from ruinous inflation. That is why it is so importent
‘that North Dakote send-to Washington two new Semtors and two new Congressmen
who will support anti-inflsationary legislation which is so essential to the

long-run economic well-being of our nation.
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(Thia Yyear as in the many years past, agitation

for anti-labor legislation has continued unabated, Out of one side
of the reactionary's mouth he sings the praise of labor. Out of the
other he warns of the danger of labor. American labor will never

forget that it was through the Democratic party that \ilf’obtained

\-J &:“ (
q&gna e the Wagner labor relations act, (The millions b

of organized workers in America who turned out the miracles of pro-
duction in waaime and who toda,y’, are SRS 2cking for sufficient
take home pay to care for theirlfamiliea and to provide the pur-
chasing power that is necessary for a prdégitabla economy are well
aware that their great achievements in organization are the result
of such enactments as the Wa 1 Labor Relations Act and the Wage and
Hour Law, ( The Republican machine in Congress has again demonstrated
their for labor by introducing what is known as the
Case Bill, ., & bill which rev{:;Es the use of court 1é:§pnctiona
—
in labor disputes and which virtually repeals the Norris-LaGuardia
anti-injunction act of 1932, (Eg:fresuman Sabath, Chairman of the
Rules Committee, had this to sa{)and i1t expresses the feeling of
millions of Americans 4 "The Case Bill was presented by a wooly
lamd from the plains of So., Dak.,, deceived and led on by the wolves

of Wall St. The bill is a part of the Repudlican machine, It
functions as a front for corporate power and speclal privilege.“.ﬂbadqqigh
Ry 1)) A peiel iy grwn LorpaseiEoss L Rebirlion o
This same group of obstructionists '

oppesition to the passage of the amendment to the Wage and Hour Law

which provides 2 minimum waze of 65¢ an hour, American labor w1 &7
M\ftf’ﬂn{ WAt :"_ Pt
pro%ressiva democracy, American labor remembers its

friends and justly punishes its enemeies. The Democratic party

has been, is, and must continue to be, the true friend of the



working man and the labor movement, ffWe know that it 1s the Democratic
administration which has given aid and comfort to the needy, the aged,
snd the infirm. The Social Security legislation proposed and enacted
bypemocrntio leadership is the greatest social advance in American
democracy since the Emancipation Proclgmation. &t—onr party is

not content to rest upon its laurels in this field of social service.
The present social security program is but a beginning, Our party

snd our fresident ask\.(t @ be extended and enlarged. Here, again,
obstructionists and reactionaries in Congress have fought this pro-
posed legislation at every turn and in every committee,

Liliatever it may be, wherever the interests of the a
ordinary every day citizen is involved, Republican leadership has
baén aligned in a bloc against it., Whether it de - price
control, a housing program, progressive labor legislation, the
extension of social security, public works, full employment legis-
lation, or a school lunch program, the Republican leadership in

Congress has fought it and condemned 1t,
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Above all, the finenciel support and the poliéical leadership of
the Republican Party have been the enemy of the American farmer, Successiv;
Democratic sdministrations since 1933 have conceived and esteblished a farm
program which lifted American agriculture-- yes, North Dakota agriculture--

from the depths of bankruptey to the high plains of solvency and prosperity.
a

With unprecedent-d speed and decision series of zolMlRix policies

and programs heve been enscted-- the Agriciltural Adjustment Administration,
the Soil Conservation Act, Crop Insursnce, the Farm Credit Administration,
Farmm Security Administration, the Rural Electrification BRXEXx program, and
the program that made possible the feeding of the world during the war,

the Ever-Normal Granary plan.

All of these sound and progressive programs were established to
rehabilitate and revitalize our agricultural economy. These were not dreans;
these were not cheap promi-es; these are real accomplishments. They are today
a part of the American way of life;

But again we are not contént with thg accomplishments of the past,
We hers in the midwest wish to see our great river systems developed for the
purposes of navigcation, irrigation, electrical power, and soil conservation.

But, as with 811 programs of social betterment, X resctionary groups
under Republican leadership have fought the development of the Missowi River
£ Valley, just as they battled sgainst the craetion of the famous Tennessee
Valley Authority.

The Democrstie Party must dedicate its efforts to the fullest
utilization of our natural resources and our mighty river systems. We must go
on record for more river valley authorities, yes, a Missourix Rivéf Valley
Autlority., The creation and development of regional river valley authorities
means jobs for the workers in the factories and inereased production and

prosperity for the farmer,
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({::me;s in this country have never proppered except when the

/

country as a whole was busy and workers in the factories and

shops have pay checks to spend at the corner grocery store, If

we have learned anything from the great depression and from this

wgr it should nﬁw be evident to everyone that agriculture depends

on a general prosperity., We have also learned that unless

American agriulture is supported by a vigorous and pracffical progranm
it c?n remain depressed even when the rest of the country is in
good shape, This happened in the 1920's., I am sure that you re-
member it.f Parity for agriculture can never come unless the

program of government is one which realizes the interdependence

of agriculture and industry., Recently, Henry Wallac e guifimen

called to

our attention how closely the welfare of the farmer depends on

the pay check of the worker, | Here are the facts. In 1929,
factory pay rolls were 11 billion dollars, Farm income was 11
billion dollars, In 1932 factory pay rolls were 5 billion
¢ollars, and farm income was also 5 billion dollars ., &Lven during
the days of World War II, this relationship has been demonstrated
again and again where farm income - rose side by side with the

earnings of industrial workers.

If the workers in the citles h#ve
money to spend, the farmer has au” rket for his product at a good
price, tYes, Just as the farmer and the worker are inseparable
parts ofhduf economy, so a stable domestic price for our commodities
is a definite part of the free flow of goods between the nations.
IThe Deﬁocratic party gave to this country the f?ciprocal’frade
ﬁ;aty Program. This program, like all others‘advanced under
the Roosevelt administration, was fought toocth and nail by

Republican leadership,
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The high tariff artists of the Republican marky Party have never given
up their fond hope of duping the American publie into this ruinous policy agein,
Farm people will not be dxziayedxdtad deceived by Republican protectiondst tarife
honsense. The economic hope of the farmer is purchasing power in the hends of
the consumer and a free flow of goodé between the nationms,

Your convention meets when dark diplomatie clouds are ¢pthering,

In the minds of.thoughtful people everywhere is the frightening quastibn, "Are

we losing the peace®?" Our statesmen seek frantically to inject new meaning into
thii? efforts for international cooperation. But anxiety hangs heavy over us
t;;t‘this time, Xmmx as after the last world w'ry, the war may have been in wain,

Our late President, Franklin Roosevelt, has offered the onlj hope--

a strong and democratically organized United Nations, supported by the leadership
and strength of American democracy, dedicated to the worldwide realization of
democratic ideals, May our statesmen and our congressmen be clear in their
thinking and be steadfast in & their ideals. This nation must demsnd respect
for treaties, This nation must repudiate economic nationzlism wherever it may

be found. This nation must renounce economic Wl imperialism whether it be
Russian, @ British, R O our own,

We must know and come to understand the mEapkaxaf peoples of other
nations. We must be prepared to stand firmly in defense of the right of the
smeller and less advanced nations to be free of domination or exploitation by
their larger and rore powerful neighbors. Ye must press upon our wartime sllies
a respect for law and order =nd drive for the universal acceptance of.the hxt basie

free assembly,
rights of free speech, free press, and free elections,

o A RS R T
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Now, if ever, we need feith and confidence in the instruments of
internationsl pesce embodied in the charter of the United Mations. Political
mechanisms alone are not enough. There must be a true =nd sincere respect
for individual differences and personality for sll rsces, ERcaiEccERd el iwkan XX

e {WV%F‘)
political creeds,Yand religions.
—

‘International security and world pesce are inseparable from
demestie security and prosperity. If this world is‘ to have democratic leadership,
it will come from Ameriecs, But America can give no leadership, if she is caught

in the throes @ of unemployment, deprossion, and insecurity.
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The action for iull employment, expanded social security,
agricultural‘ policy, river valley development, or whatever
else it may be that you get from Washington in the critical years
ahead will clearly reflect the kind of men and women we select
in the primaries and send to Congress in the fall of 1948 and 48
and after, Z}'_hia goes for all programs of decent health, housing,
and education, This includes a sound and Progressive tax and
fiscal policy. Yes, this also includes a permanent fair emply-
ment act, an adequate minimum wage, and it goes for the ntrol
and use of atomic energy so that it @ w:llw:d not
destory us., There is only one way that we can have social and
economic progress in this country - that is by getting out the
vote behind the true friends of progresss7 Government policy today
1s too important to be left in the hands of those who ha v e D
K¢¥{ neither faith in their country nor belief in the principles
of democracy. The problems of today and the policiee of tomorrow
can never be left in the control of those who despair of our
future or who believe in the inevitability of depression, We need
a new faith, We need a new determination in the ability of men
and women to be masters of their own destiny and capable of designing

their own future,

" AMEN
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