
RgARKS BEfORE RATIO L MACARONI MANUFACIQRERS ASSOCIATION - JULt 17, 194£, 

The people of inneapolis are honored to have the annual convention 

of th National aoa oni ufaoturers saociation in our City, nnea-

polia is known as one ot the great grain and food centers or Amerioa , It 

has gained an enviabl e reputation or the procesain of the finest cereal 

roducts that the food industry has made avallable to the public , 

Ae ayor of this City, I always take great pleasure in telling just 

a little bit about our community. Like all aayors, I enjoy pointing 

ith pride to our achievements and our assets, ith equal oandor, I 

h sitat to tell of anything about our liabilities and ahortcoaings, 

Your convention is gathered in the 15th largest city or our nation, 

You are in a city that sees a great business and industrial future, Ours 

is a community t has developed economically aDd culturallJ with an 

ver increasing 

\llle are fort 

ce this past quarter ot a century, 

tely situa~ed along· the banks ot the mighty Mississippi 

River, OUr post r plans include the development of a great upper harbor 

project which wUl mak possibl low coat ter transportation to the 

Gulf of exico nd to all ports along the Misaisaippi River system, 

e re equallf prou of our railroad transportation facili ties, 

Nine major railroads enter our city and carry our produce to all sections 

of America, e are transportation minded here, recognizing that the 

flow of commerce is onlY possible wher communities have learned to 

utilize all means or transportation. 

Our airport is one of the major air fields ot the country. Our 

immediate plana call for its expansion in the year 1947. e foresee the 

day that e will e a in terminal point in world routes of tranaportatiou, 



This will not only have a beneficial etreot upon our industry, but will 

fundamentallY improve and alter our social and cultural institutiona. 

I want you to l ook around our COIIlnUDi ty whUe y.ou are here. There 

are twenty-two lakes within our City, the finest park and playgl"ound 

system in the countr,r, thousands of splendid hoaea , tine bo~ev rds and 

streets, alo with progressive educat·onal system. Our greatest asset, 

however; is our people -- a people that represent over titty-aeven different 

races, creeds nd nationalities -- a people that enJoy ork and pride 

themselves upon doin a job well and efficiently . 

e have bad an enviable record ot labor-management cooperation. 

Our commtmity has had few important labor disputes in this post war 

period. During the war we learned how to work together. e are attempt

. ing to continue th t relationship. 

e invite ne industry i nto inneapolis. Our invitation is accepted 

and acceptable because here we are in the ver.y center or middle merica, 

the one area of t he nation that has unlimited possibilitiea tor growth 

in population and expansion in its econo~. 

There are many disconcerting trends in our international and national 

affairs. This is a day hen men who are entrusted with reaponsibility 

must have a deep taith in our American philosophy or life and our Aaerioan 

politic 1 and economic institutions. A gre t deal or this rea onsibility 

for a better world and a better nation rests upon business and ita leaders. 

American people ever.ywhere look to businee for leadership. er,y 

child in this country has been taught to respect the induatrialtat, the 

businees,man, the professional person- It is not e'lC'ItJgh that business 

just make money. It is not enough that businessman merely participate 

in economic atrairs . Today business nd polities are one and inaeparable. 

The entire economic life of America is conditioned by the direction and 
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nature ot our politics . Likewise the politics of this countr.r is di rected 

and motivated by the conditi on of our economy. 

America rlll have bright futtn" only it t hose who are in posi tiona 

of 1 dership giv guidance and direction to the developaent ot a whol e

soae and productive community. e JIIUSt litt olll" sights. e JIUSt have a 

perspective or a vision or a world that we want. e must understand that 

we are living in an integrated econ~ that is sensitive to economic and 

political difficulties in any section or the world or nation. 

ether like it or not, e are O\D." brother ' s keeper. ether 

e l i ke it or not , e are liVing in "one world. " hether we like i t 

or not, if i t 1ls to be a better world i t will be because Ameri cans aDd 

meriean leadership make it possible. 

'1' o put 1 t llkl.y 1 much bas been gi ven unto ws and much is expected 

ot us. It will do us no good to gripe and complain about the sorry state 

of affairs . e are the most powerful nation in the rld. e possess 

the richest and .est productive econo~ that mankiDd bas ever knoWn. 

1th all of these blessings comes the weight ot responsibilit y and leader

shi • 

I a great bel! ver in l ocal overnment and local oo•uni ty action. 

I oftentimes feel t hat many o£ us ould rather concentrate our thought. 

upon saving the world than we would upon getting to work taking care or 

our own back yar d, neighborhood, and city. American business and the 

average businessman in th vera e city has hi s f irst obligation in his 

own commtmity. Don' t go round ~omplAining about the political and econcaic 

activities of those 1n other walks of lit& it. you 1!1.1'& tmwilllng to par

tieipat 1n an effective program of community cti on. 

As with all th!Dgs , so eone will be out in fl:oont l ·eading. The 
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question no is , will it be you or will you let o e do it . And that 

Geor e y not be som on who i s de l y deTOted to American i deals . 

The so-oall d good old day a.re one . Th re. is nothing that we 

can go baok t o that 11 satisfY t he needs of today and tomor row. There 

i s but one dir otion that we can face , an that is straight ahead ith 

our yea fixed upon new oals of roduction, ne stan ards of l i ving, 

and new devotion to personal freedom. e ust rid our ind o the non

sense of scarcity . e must pledge ourselves to a program ot unlimited 

roduction whioh, in turn, com el e us to achieve fUll employment. I 

lay no c la i m t o rophetio genius, but it i s as clear e the nose on your 

f ace that if ever agai n this nation oes int o n conomic tailspin w ere 

millions of men and omen ar e i t hout work, then our y of life, our 

system of enterpr is , our political institutions will be sh ken to the 

very f oundat ion. 

Our r public y itness un er ueh circumstances c strophe 

th~t ill destroy democracy. The e is but one an~wer to our problem. 

Labor and management ust wor together s t eam, nd both parti es ust 

be willin to work with government in a. spirit of cooper tion r ather 

than an gonism. 

e need more t han unity which can be a force con ition. need 

under sta.ndin and ooo er tion hich comes only when men of good ill 

eet to ether in mutual respect . It i s in thi er that community 

grows , t hat an individual progress'9s , nd that a nati on lives . 
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