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De£r Uncle ~:ubert: 

MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINN. 

1 u su 2 t 30 , 19 4. ) 

('io·.r else c£·n Uncle cy ~::c1d:ross a fe l lm·.r r8dio ccr._ic re de:::-?) 

Cn cPtlJ:::> ry ~?fterncor , ceptPrrbe .... 14, ou .... ne·,.r~pape::t.."'[ ere : oir.: to 
pror1uce e fc,Jrteen minute :radi o sho·· conr,rrtulrtinc; the people 
of ~·i··ner:;JoJ iE: en their lP 1rel readeC:.ness and coed sense durirr; 
the tir.e of the volurtary :;Jolio C}.UF!'D tine . : .nnouncers r·ron. ell 
the stction~ , en orches tre fror._ the ~nicn , end Gideon Seymour 
frm;~ our ne ·1spape:rs ·vill be on hr:nd . The s 1C1V ·•ill be r un by 
e:;c'l of the n.,in Cities redio stations dur5nc; 2 fi f teen minute 
period on !:'ur:v P,- , <'eptember 15'. 

"; e £re ctressinf ·in Lr . foymour ' s copy tho fact thrt ne,:rsprpers 
and rc.Jio Et£tions rr lerr"3rJ ell the .;nfcrm<>tion trey he<' v:ithcut 
dr&~rtizing or plryinr up or dry?~ . 

' e •;culd 1:. :e very n~u~1 to have ycu de F cut - in of about t ··o or 
three rrinute[ . Thir richt :.nclude the Lention th t the quarantin e 
0-oc~ 01 i toa[y , the cooperrtion of all &c enci€:: Jurine: the v·se:V.s 
oi' t Le ~olio crisi.:: , r.rcl the fa c t th~:t cont~nuJ'ing i t"3:rest nd 
help will be needed in our hospitelr . 

"·e ere t::."'~~inr- to keep the shovr 11 ovinr: and evoid sny Chat~u~ua . 
'."e •,rill not , however , r"'l' :rcu te read the f1E1'1ies because 1 ~1c~)e 
yo11 £md I rre both out of t'1rt bu~ines:: fo'~"' coed . 

TLe :rc>~crJin r· 'iil b e rr[de ir ~he f'E'rly prPt of the rf .... e:::-noon of 
fepten~Fr' 14 at the fchmitt • s :usic Genter studio on ninth off 
:icollet . It ''.'OlJl<l be helpful if "Jrru~ IJiece of cony cculd be on 
ry des,~ L; ~·eunef.<l£-y , :e~ten,bl3r 11 fer :nclusion in the r. imeo
:rc~"led ~cri t . 

'""il ~ you lot r:e knov: if v:e ern c ount en ycu f'cr this show? 
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Today marks the end of the Minneapolis voluntary quarantine. I 

want to express my sincere appreciation to the thousands of mothers and 

fathers in our city for their splendid cooperation during this dreadful 

polio epidemic. I think particular mention should be made of the grand 

spirit in which the children have accepted their responsibility. I realize 

how difficult it has been for all of ~home and away from the 

MY own Skipper, Nancy and Bobby have many 
~ 

theatres and bathing beaches. 

times wondered why they were being kept so close to the house or in the 

back yard. Now we are all grateful that the epidemic has ended and we can 

enjoy ourselves freely once again. 

In behalf of all the people of Minneapolis and in behalf or 

the city officials, I want to publicly thank all the members of the Polio 

Emergency Committee that I appointed. This group of generous citizens and 

officials gave magnificent direction to all activities in polio work. The 

Polio Center in the Public Health building worked on a trying 24-hour-a-day 

schedule and handled literally thousands and thousands of inquiries and 

various duties. As a matter or fact, in this whole siege the various civic 

organizations and public spirited citizens gave or their time, money and 

energies without consideration for themselves. 

I believe that full credit must be given to the man who coordiaated 

all the activities of all the agencies concerned with the polio epidemic. 

Doctor E. J. Huenekens, chairman of the Emergency Polio Committee, was the 

steady faithful hand that kept firm hold or the reins during this frightful 

scourge. The medical profession, working with the Board of Public Welfare, 

and the Commissioner or Health, and Sister Elizabeth Kenny, have devoted 

themselves untiringly in the endless attack on this disease. Now that this 
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epidemic has ended, I want all the parents of our community to know that 

the valiant work is being undertaken by the Minnesota Polio Research Com

mission. I appointed this Commission in the latter part of this summer 

in an effort to attack this disease in an all-out coordinated campaign. 

The members of the Commission are now working long hours every day with 

the hope of finding answers to the many questions concerning this disease. 

The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis has given our community 

much needed financial assistance. It has agreed to sponsor the entire 

program of research to be conducted under the guidance of the Polio Com- # 

mission. I cannot at this time make any promises that the answers will · 

be found, but at least every possibility will be studied. 

I appreciate this opportunity of bringing this brief message to 

you, and I again want to thank each and every one of you for the grand 

cooperati on you have given so freely. 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


