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A warning that thG 1m erico.n school system fe.oes the prospect of ~rndespread 

collapse unless more adequate revenues are provided was sounded by liubert H. Humphrey; 

r,ayor of Jtinneapolis, in an addr&ss prepared for delive ry before the Northwest 

Division of the North Dakota Educational As s0ciation meeting j.n · inot , North Dakota . 

"The l~erican public school system faces a most crucial test in 1947" , ·a.yor 

Humphrey said , "Our educational ~stam is suffering from a financial drouth and 

from a mass movemont of teachers away f r . their occupation because of inadequate 

compensation . " 

11 vchool facilities throughout the nation are in need of renova·bion and repair . 

It is estimat d that a total of f ive billion dollar~ is ne eded at once to modernize 

existing ublic school buil in~s . " 

"A recen survey made by the :NE\'; YOliK T. ES of all public sohools points out 

in clear te~s the appalling situation that confr onts America in i ts progr am of 

education. Today there are more than 110, 000 unqualified teac ers in t he nation ' s 

schools . 

nThis orisis is accentuated because capablo young people are refusing ·bo repare 

for the teaching profession. b teachers ' colleges have low enrollment . Ve are 

supplying less than one- fifth the number of teachers that are needed . 

nBetween now and 1950 America will need 500 , 000 add i tional teachers . Enroll -

ment in publ ic schools 'nll be increased by approximately 2, 000, 000 . At the present 

rate of teacher supply rrom the colleees , we wil l fall far short of this goal . 

"A typical .xample i s revealed by canparative statistics . In 1920 , twenty- two 

percent of all colleee studanl;s attended teachers collaees J today only snen er 

cent attend . 

"Further we find that only f ift jr per cent of the teachers employed in 1941 are 

still teaching today. All of this is made more pointed when we r ecognize th t twelve 

ma jor school strikes have takan place since September because of inadequate income 

and inadequate facilitie s . 



" 'l'he morale of teachers has dropped to a new low i .P.me rica ~ The day of 

economic servitude and insecurity for teache rs and school administ r ators must be 

brought to a close . 

11 The National ucatiol! Aseocia.ti on. unanimous ly recommends th&t a t:linim . an ual 

s .alary of . 21 400 be established for a. begi n i ng te'a~her who is a college e;i"aduate . 

Bee;innine with the second year of teacl:mng. thore should be increases leading to a 

professional salary level f'or experio:1ce te chfl r G re.i"\r.;ing f rom ~4, 000 t o 'l?6 , 000 

per year • 

"The Uui ted States dare not forge'l., that rat i ons nre only as st,..ong and .,.. great 

as their p ople . ~ can not lonr, n e lect ou' publ ic educational syst~~• and expect 

to maintain ou:r pluoe of leader hip i..n the v·orld • t o continue as lea.de:>:'s in science 

and industry; to free ourselves from i '"'noranoe , prejudice , a nd ha·l:ie cults; to build 

a h~gh'3r standar d of livin~ i'or a.ll ; to . preserve our way of life as a free pe o le . 

"This oount;ry is amply able t o support its s •hools. The nat i onal income incr eased 

300 per cent 1·rom 1932 to 1944 while s chool e:rpendi turas increased only 12 p r oent ., 

"· inca the f ture of this naijlon depends .first of a 11 upon tho devolopnent 

of human r o ouroes , continu d inancio.l no&leot of' public educat ion cl'l.n laad o ly to 

national disaster . " 

"P1.~blic educ:nt i cu can no J. on[:·er be lef't to the ncerta.in and the indef inite 

ability of local coir..munit i e s t o a.doqu -l;cJ.y ~ponsor and f in nee it . .. blic education 

~n luner.i.ca is ·an tter of national defense-- f public s ecurity. It i s the life blood 

of ou1· dem.~cracy . It i s the only hope for the p· escrvl"ti n cf our free poli ';ical and 

economic institut ions . 

"Those who ln prior years ·wtu:Je opj)one ts of r-Jduoetl :revenues for public 

education a!"e today champions of f<.U expanrled school program. The records of' tho United 

Stutes Chamber of Commerco , as w01l a.c the records of orumiz ed labor , revaal that 

in the communi t ies ·which have t he bes t schools the1·e exists the best bus iness; the.t 

in COllli!lunities where public edt~oa.t ion is wall financ-ed , thoro i s a i nimu:n of delin

quency and c ime; that in co:rr.mun:i.ties where pro ressive Rnd ez:tensive educationa l 

opportunities are afforded the people , tht:J ra i s a reduced rate of disease and pover ty. 



The facts speak for themselves . 

and f or c ommuni ty sta'hili ty. " 

blio edu~ tion is good busin~ss fo r democracy 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Ameriean a ucation durinc he past generation has placed Hs emphasis upon 

teach~nG teohniquos and precedures . In the main , i t has minimized the impor tance 

of a philosoppy of education and u thorough understEm ing of d ocratic livine; . 

Educat ors in their s ·truf)g;l e to ru~. in·Jain th public school system have faile to sense 

the :uovolutionary developr.ants in the poli t i cal and oc onom io orld of ·whioh t heya.r e 

a part . 

Public educo.ti"n was and is desi._,ned fo~· t he t;raat ll'.ass of tho people . It , there 

for e, is impera i ve t hat the range of study and discussion be d il:•ected ttmards the 

real t ies of the life of the people in tho day and ago vmich t )ay are a part . lt 

is impossible to teach and discuss the development of industry without iving the 

history and the s ory of the labor nJ.ovemont . Nev rtheless, this has been done un·bil 

today because of lack of infor·nation and understanding of our economic s truot 1re . 

L'll.bor aud management find themsel ves discussing economic problems around 'Wiiioh the 

public i s poorly informed . Tea.chors should remember that t he vast major ity of their 

students will not be manar;evs , they will be 10rkors . 1 ether teache~s l:J.ka it or not , 

in American inrlt stry the bulk of these workers vrill be members of ·trade unions . ould 

it not seem advisable then to aoquaint younr, Americans , not only ·with the hi"'tory of 

unionism , but also the responsibi.l:itios that como alone; vrith powerful or e; nizai:i ions . 

1bo so ial and economic questions of ho~s n: , public hea l th, public wo~ks , 

social welfare and community oreaniza.tion , av been t:;lossed over , wher ln fact , hey 

should have been the subjects of intensive dis u&sion and study. T ese are the real 

problems tho. .face our poople and are ~he L .. sues around which young;. mell and wcmen 

are oager to direct theil~ thoughts • oes i t not stand as a bl ght ar.d a me.rk of 'ail -

u re , th~lt d ring the period follovrint· 11orld .ar I , educators failed t o develop a 

oonscionsness in tho Amerinan s·~udant of our r e lationships to the rest o.f the world? 

Is it not e. sign of weakness ·t:;hat during the ~eneration prior t o .lorld " ar II . we 

failed in our dra.lilati zation of' democracy and free institut ions to appoint Vlhere the 



menace of fascism seemed as if 1 t was a problem belonging ·l:;o Europe and of' no danger 

to ourselves? These are fundamental indicat i ons of' the weakness of our educational 

structure. and stand today as a challenge t o .American educators as they seek to 

develop a program of' educati on that will meet the complex problems of' a postwar world. 
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