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innea.polis, ainnesota, is in the h rt of that great section of America known 

as the fi.dwest. It is here ere t. rm and industry join bands-our economy is one 

t t blends the roducts of the inea, the forests, the land and the factory. 

The basic strength of our economic develop ent lies in the productivity and 

the prosperity of our agriculture. To the people of this citi farm problema and 

the condition of our agricultural econo~ is of paramount importance. Th business 

prosperity of iddle estern cities is to a t de e dependent upon the income 

of the farmer. The long-range economic security of our section is defini tely 

tied in with the fertility or our soil, th use and control of our rivers, the 

expansion of electrical power to our farms 1 and the sale control of our surplus 

agricultural products. 

Yes, our workers in the factories nd shops are angry over the passage ot 

restrictive labor le ielation such as the T rtle,y Bill. Our veterans are 

I 

disgusted with the naction ot the Congress in housing legislation. Our dependents 

and people of ol a e have been disappointed in the failure of the Con ess to 

extend the benefits of soot 1 securit,y programs. All of th ~e things re a par 

of our general feeling about the failure of the 8oth Republican domina Congress. 

But our p ople are wise to the tricks of reactionary leadership. e are not 

fooled by the smoke scr en of controlling labor on the ne hand, while caretul.ly 

and methodical~ und rmining the ell-established and de ocratically conceived 

agricultural programs tor our great farm population. 

en the true story is told of this Republican c~:mtrolled 80th Con sa , 

the farmers of the id e t ill see that behind the smoke screen or labor legis-

lation and false econo!T\Y m sures, the fnrmer of America has suff red more at the 

band of reaction than any other single gro • 
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The Republican dominated Congress ha returned to its old policies of dealing 

with the farmer-plenty of talk and little ction. Take the Rural Electrification 

progra 1 or le. 135,000 t ers will b without electricity for another ,-ear 

as a result of' ' this 80th Congress . Two nd a half' m111ion farmers are without 

electricity in the United States . The farmer doesn ' t want ker osene lamp in the 

tomic age. He wants electric light d lectric power. The farmer knows t hat 

R.E • • loans are self- liquidating. he one,- is eventually returned to the govern

ment ith int erest . He i no finding out that the arbitrary- cut of the appropri tion 

for the R. E •• program has seriously threatened the forward progress of rural 

electrification. 

In innesota e ere allocated about 14 illion dollars for R. . A. purposes 

last year. This year e will have 1 less . Our farmers don't like this sort of 

econoll\V. They- resent the curtailment of such an essential program. 

Her in the h rt of the nation's f'arm belt, e kno the importance of' oil 

conse tion soil erosion control. e kno that the American farmer 1a t o be 

called upon not onl to feed thi nation, but the starving peoples of the orld. 

Congress, however, ignored the pleas made in behalf' of' the farmer. 

The soil conservation service, because of the false aeon~ pro sponsored 

by the Republi l d rship, will be abl to give only 2/3 s much protection 

to our land as in prior years . Only 24 Ddllion ores of farm land can be protected 

under this the A ri n farmer s' own program, instead of the 35 million acres as 

s planned. After ho.ving ined the fertility of our s oil durin r years, it 

is obvious to any man interested in the long- nge future of American agriculture 

that soil conservation s a priority program for the entire nation. 

Then, too, thi R publican controlled Congr stically reduced th amount 

of funds vailable for agrioul turel research. hil w wer in th idst of count-

1ng our losses in soil as the result of disast ous floods the blazing sun, 
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the Congress of the Uilited States moved to peDB.lise the merican farmer by curtail-

ment of' research pro s . The farmer knowa that he doee not have all the ans era 

to the problems of' erosion, tion, and land use . He expects his 

ga. rnment to help him just as it help business and industry. 

lso important to our farmers, to the little farmer , to the returned vet.ran 

who ts to own his own f'arm, to the tenant farmer who ants to g t a start in lite, 

ar the s rious cuts de in the Farmer's Ho dministration. 

The t cities ve been cira.ining off the young men who would nOl'IJILlly be 

engaged in !culture. The ovement fro farm to city dlD"ing the r years bas 

seriously thr tened the basic truct\D"e or the farm econODtf . The gr t landlords , 

the b entee Eastern landlords, have been inoreuing their holdings. Therefore, 

farm ownership bas been decreasing. Mor more teDant f&rllers have ulted. 

The na. tional policy of aid to the small f er in order tba t he can bec0111e an 

individual owner to hold and develop his own land, bas been threatened and set 

back by political partisanship. Eastern Re ubllcans, most~ representative ot 

ab entee landlords, men UD8.cquainted with the t ranches end farms of' the 

Middle and r est, are setting the policy for the r ioan farmer . The plain 

farmer, th man of' littl meaDS who needs to get a start, will sutter fro this 

ort of program. Th present appropriation for the r's Ho e dministration 

will permit o~ t o-thirds of the ount of loan per coUDty possible last year. 

Chapter One to th betrqal of the erican farmer bas been written. The 

clime.x is yet to be een. The Republicans in Congress e the authors of this 

betrayal . The merican f< r lmows it, and he will act in 1948. 

~~ · 
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