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Thank au verJ much, r. Trollingham, ~r. Siffipson, r. Price, 

.r s . Brown, Mr. Foster, and all the other distinguished •uests here 

at the head table . I know it 's no,t good etiquette to miss out on two or 

three names but I can't remember all of them. I ant to say , : r. Toast

master, that after tba t wonderful introduction the bast thing that a 

speaker could do is to file out and say 11 Thank you, it's been a 

wonderful meeting, 11 and right now is the time f"or me to leave the hall. 

If half of the things you say about me were true) I would be invincible, 

and you wouldn't have to be lookin for national leadership. Believe 

me, your kind words would furnish the answer to the probl em. 

But, seriously, I am deeply appreciative of the wonderful program 

which I have seen and heard so far. I can a soure you that I am 

eoing to find out why we at home do not have such a convention bureau 

ensemble as you have her e i n Sacramento. I knew that this State of 

California went in for t hin::;s in a big way . I k ew that you have a 

great flair f or t heatri cal rt, and I knew t hat you knew how to do 

things up like they ought to be done. But, to use one of your expres-· 

sione, this is out of t his world. I just never have seen anything 

like this before a group of school teachers . By golly, it akes me 

feel that we 're r eally making regress in this country. 

I Masn ' t very opti istic when I left inneapolis. Comin to Cali

fornia, I really feel a s if I ' d been born anew. No I have a renewed 

faith that there is a grea t f uture and rea t hope for this striving 

an strug ling people of ours . 

I ave to r.1ake one or two confessions to you tonight. I asn 1 t 
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quite sure whether or not I would be able to fulfill t his engagement •. 

As a matter of fact, the week before I left home, I found myself down 

i n bed with a str ep throat an sou;ewhe. t i ndisposed, i f you don 1 t n ind 

my sayi ng so. I have been t ryi ng to take it just a l ittle bit easy, 

but I find tha t that's been r a ther difficult. ie made a f l ing trip 

down to Los Angeles f rom Minneapolis. I had some work to do down there; 

went on over to their governmental buildings to see their mayor and 

somo of the govsr nmental officials; took a look at some of the housing 

projects, t alked a little politi cs , (I like t hat). I met as many good 

p liticians as I could find . Of course, t hat didn't keep me very busy , 

but I me t a lot of other politicians, too . I had an opportuni ty to 

meet some ver y wonderful peopl e. I had intervi ews with some of the 

edi t ors of t he Los Angeles newspapers and tried t o find out what 

they've been doing in that vur r lovel y ci ty. 

I i ntend to spend a fe w days i n San Francisco. This is supposed 

to be my vaca t ion. I only have seven speeches scheduled, so I know 

tha t this i s my chance to really relax. You can f eel fortuna te -

:> OU are the f i rst victims -and I i agine I ' ll ease up a littl e bit 

on you. But as I ge t warmed up on t his western trip, they 1 1~ be singing 

something more than "God Bless America" on tha t las t speech. They'll , 

be sin0 ino "God Bless the People of California . " 

I want to clear the decks here on a little information that you 

ought to have . Fi r s t of a l l, about this . Committee on Atmospheric 

Pollution. Tha t was done in behalf of my poli tical opposition, as 

you can well i magi ne. I figured after every campaign we need such 

a committee to clear the a i r of the t hin0 s t hat I ' ve said and of the 

... 
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thi ngs that my opponents have said. 

There are one or t wo other facts, I think, that should be brought 

up to date . It isn't Mr. Trillingham 1 s fault because my office appar

ently sent him along the information we hai . It makes me out to be a 

great guy. That's the Junior Associa tion of Commerce report, I believe , 

that you l~ve there. They like me. I'm one of their embers - one o£ 

their "Dl.les ... paying " members. The. t 1 s why they lHct me so well, and they 

writ e up some very nioe t hin6s once in awhile. 

I have been ayor jus t a little bit longer t han seventeen months. 

I have a two-year term as gost municipal officials do in our part of 

the country. Our people don't trust their officials much, and they 

surely don ' t trust them long. You have to stand up for public inquisi

tion ever; 'i:.wo years . I j us t finished that recent period of inquisition 

in our very heated and· arduous election. We tqrew everything in the 

book at each other, I guess - and when we added up the books, we came 

out all right. I'm pretty happy about it. e carried every ward in 

town and only lost t wo preci ncts - which would i ndi cate at least we 

were able to convince a few. That ' s the reason for t hose 1800 speeches. 

Now I'm not proud of that. I want you folks to know th t any man tba't 

will go around and make 1800 speeches ought to have hi s head examined. 

But I felt t here as a need of it in the city of llfinneapolis, .and 

despite wh t the toastmaster said thi s eveni ng, most of t hose 1800 

speeches were made right within the jurisdictional limits of t he city 

of Minneapolis. I had something I wanted t o t ell our people. 

You know, I have a little story for our people back i n · inneapol.is 
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that might be apropos to the people out here. I haven't had a chance 

to meet your mayor of this community of Sacramento. I have had a 

chance to meet Mayor La. tham in San Francisc , and Mayor Riley in 

Portland, Oregon, and Mayor Devon in Seattle, arid Mayor Fletcher Dowan 

down in Los Angeles, and I've met a few of the other distinguished 

public of ficials in this part of tbe country. e have a lot of fun 

when we get together. In fact, I wish wo could get together more 

often . I enj oy those trips, particularly when I come to such a beauti-

ful part of the country. 

I went out to our people, in these talks th t have been mentioned 

here tonight, to tell them about their communi ty. I am still a teacher. 

I love to teach. I wish tha t I were a good one. It's always been my 

first desire to be a good public teacher. I've often felt that there's 

an affinity of interest between preachers, teachers, a nd politicians . 

Of course, the preachers and teachers won't admit it, but maybe they 

ought not to for their own professional standards, but I do think 

that we're all engaged in the same business; the transmission ot 

i dea s , the process of communicati ng thought. And it ' s my opinion that 

far too nany public officials in America have been either incapable, 

t oo lazy or unwilling to go to their own people and to talk to them 

about their problems . And I mean by theirs the people's problems -

not the problems of the politician. 

Problems of .inneapolis aren't my problems and no one i s ev r going 

t o saddle them on my back . The problems of Minneapolis belong to the 

' people of Minneapolis. And I ' m just there as ~ayor omentarily. I ' m 

just one of the many peopl e who have been elected to public office -
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and I think it is my job as it is the teachers' job to get other people 

to think out the answers to their own difficulties, rather than to go. 

along and draw chart and diagra s and present panaceas and say, "Now 

listen to me, everything will be wonderful, j ust follow the leader." 

Leadership in a democracy , I think, means being able to get all of the 

people to r i se up and meet the particular problem tha t confronts them. 

de .ccratic leader doesn' t solve problems !Q£ the people; he gets the 

problems solved Bz the people. 

ell, on my tour of 1800 speeches, I went to the Ladies' Aid. and 

I went to the men's clubs, I was with the Lyons Club (in fact, I be-

long), the Tale Twisters, and the Kiwanians, and the Optimists, and the 

Rotarians, and the cooper tive clubs , and the Junior Chamber of Co~~erce, 

and every conceivable convention t ha t came to Minneapolis. The Mayor 

of Minneapolis was there . It didn ' t take long. You don't have to 

sp .. ak. too long. I just tried to tell them a few things about their p·ro-

blems. I recall one afternoon I called 150 businessmen in Minneapolis 

together, and I know some of your school administrators here and some 

of the trustees will possibly receive a little inspiration out of this. 

'•e had a big dinner in a ho t el somethi ng like t his . Not nearly ae l arge 

a crowd. It was a group of our top business executives in the city of 

~ inneapolis- men, as we say, in the money. Sometimes men like them 

like to run the town, but they don ' t ant to be elected to public office 

and t uke the brickbats . They want to run it from the outside - the third 

floor of a big ho t el or the twelfth floor of a bi g executive .office. I 

called these men t o ether and t hat's when we set up the !ayor's Tax and . . 

Finance Commission. Our ci ty was deep in debt. One-third of all of our 
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t~ d 1 ars were going to pay off for t he dead horses - the mistakes , 

I f 
some of them, of t he past, and some went tor the public welfare and public 

/ 
( 

1 relief expenditures incurred durinu t he pBriod of the depression. Our 

schdols were badly in need of money, and they still are . But I'll tell 

I 
you a little bit more about that later. Our whole municipal structure 

was fac i ng what you mi ght call i nsolvency and ultimate bankruptcy • 

ell, I called these "men in t he money" together a few months after 

havi ng been elected .Mayor of the city, and I said to them simply this, 

"'l'his 1.s flOin . to be a short speech. Minneapolis is in trouble. It's 

in trouble because you men in t his r oom haven 1 t been willing t o chart a 

co rse of leadership to ~et it out of its troubl e . No\f , I happen ta 

be the ~ayor of the city of .i nneapolis. y salary isn ' t much. And . 

maybe you're get ting ~ ust what you y for. You people own this town -

I don't. I have a wife, t hr ee children, and a 5,000 mortgage - that's 

all. 11 (Now I'm going to have four chi ldren. But that was three children 

then. ) I presented the fa cts of the economic situation and financial situ-

ation to them conci sely and pointedly, and I said to them, "I don 't need 

any moral support from any of you old codgers gathered to ether here. I 

can get more ;r. ral support f rom my three-year-old son than I can get 

from this whole audience . hat I need f r om you is 50,000 f or an examin-

ation of city government , to find ou~ why we're in trouble, what we can 

do to ct out of · t, and whether or not we have the courage to follow 

the prescri ption. And I don ' t need it five years from now. This isn't 

•. oscow, this is inneapolis. I need it within three weeks . Either 

you put it on the l i ne, or tell me that you 1re not going to. Because 
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I'm a young man. 1 like fun. I want t o o on out and play golf - I 
I 

. like to dance- I l i ke t o go out and have a ""ood t ime with the fellows. 

We have friends in our neighborhood and I Want to have them into my home . 

/ 
/ "Now, if you don't want to pl ay for keeps, you let me know, because I 1m 

going to ~> on a job that wi ll take about two hours a day if we're just 

fooling around. But if you ' re willing to work 18 hours a day , I'm willing 

t o work 18 hours a day . Or, if ;y ou mean business about. our city, I ' 11 

outwork any man in this room." 

That was the end of the speech. Three weeks later, we had 50, 000 

and we started out with our job of analyzin., the structure of our muni -

cipal government. And right this very hour in the city of Minn~polfs 

in the mail tonight (because I checked on it by telephone) a new city 

charter is being mailed t o 5,000 people in the city of Minneapolis to 

be studi ed . It will be voted upon on January 15. We've been waiting 

s i nce 1872 to do t his j ob. That's a long time, you know. The Mayor's 

Tax and Finance Commi ssion report vas completed. I t has been published. 

It has beon put in the hands of 15,000 Minneapolis citizens - men from 

all walks of life, orr.en's organizations, church groups, labor organi-

zations, busi ness or~anizations. I started that report off by sa ing, 

"It's t ime for decisive action. The picnic is over." 

I hope that some day I can coma back t o Cal ifornia and say to an 

audience just like this, t hat a community of batter than 500,000 people 

saw fit to meet its own problems . Tha t would be sam t hing in Ameri ca 

these days. If sometime we saw fit to ~et our own problema - )roblems 

t hat we ourselves created and problems that we only can master . I 
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think that's the task of education today - t o point out the areas of con

/ 
f1ict and also to offer some of the remedi es and some of the possibili ties 
/ 

1or some of the alt rnatives or social or political or economic action. 

Now, the topic I have is a pretty big one: What is Am~rica going 

to do about education? .:fry mind is rambling a great deal a s I talk on 

these issues . I ' m just like you ara, but maybe I ' m not. I don ' t want 

to stand before this audience as an expert - I ' m not an e xpert on edu-

cation. I' m no t a public school admi nis trator . I happen to be a muni-

cipal admini strator . I don ' t have any parti cular insight or any peculiar 

knowledge about the problems that confront American educa tion. I'm 

go·ng to talk to you as I tried t o talk to the eople in Atlantic City -

as a f at her, as a citizen, as a p rson seriousl y interested i n his commu-

nity, and today erica is one great community. And al l the little cities 

and all t he big communi t ies and all the metropolitan areas are only a 

part of that whole or that oneness th t e call thls gr eat nation of ours. 

I hat I have to say to you tonight will not equal t he wisdom of a 

philosopher. I have never claimed to be a philosopher. Surely not the 

prescription of an expert. I.:bn 1 t claim that title either. \.hat I have 

to offer you are only some gleanings of thoueht, only some attitudes 

(often prejudiced attitudes - I thi nk we all are sometim~~ prejudi ced) of 

a person who believes with a deep fervor in the process of erican pub-

lie educa.tion - of one who believes Vlh t Thomas Jefferson told us was true: 

that t his democracy of ours rests upon the wisdom of its people; one that 
., . 

beli eves with Edmund Burke, that education is the chee ~ ast defense of a 

country; one that believes with Ari stotle , t ha t people must hav . wisdom, 
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mus t have learni ng if they are going to be able to know and solve their 

problems . tel l, there are many thousands of statements that any speaker 

could quote from what gr eat men have said about the educational process. 

I'm not going to burden you with a lot of that. I ' m not even going to tell 

you that the price of liberty i s eternal vigilance, though t his is an 

eter nal truth we must never neglect . 

And I'm not going to tel l the super i ntendents of schools how to run 

their schools. Nor am I goi ng to try t o tell the trustees wha.t mis t akes 

they' ve been re ing, because if t hat were going to be my job t his evening, 

i t muld onl .;i be fair for everyone in this r oom to nswer and t o get up 

and tell me the mi s t kes that I've been making in some of the problems we 

face r ight back in our own commun t y . I want above all to be fa il·. 

The City of 1iinneapol is f aces an educational crisis - a r eal educa

tional crisis . Our schools were f aced ith closing November 15, faced with 

closing s imply because we didn' t have t he money in the municipal treasury 

t o be able to adequately f i nance a odern and progressive educational 

program. There were t hose people that b¥l i eved t ha t what we ought to do 

wap have the sct ools closed i n order to shock the people into a real i zation 

of what the problem really was. There wer e those t hat believed wha t we 

ought to do was cut down on teachers' salaries, and t here wer those that 

believed what we ought to do \ms close down abat one-thi rd of the school 

buildings and t hereb balance t he budget . 

Let me just say something about thi s last approach to the problem. 

'e have too many people i~ America today t hat are thinking in terms 

of balancing budgets on ~ 930 standards . In fact, we have too 
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m~-~ple in governmo~t todaf that ••• putting up index figures on 

,.!/~~~ :~~sis of 1935 to .39. I w,6naer how many of you have thought about 

-_: .-' tb~~ . I was on raoio pro~~ not long ago and after the program was 

over I had hua ted rgument with some of the contestants . I said, "You 

, kno , this business of bsving index figures from 1935 to 39 shocka 

me because I remember 1935 to 39. I remember how much money my dad 

was making. I remember the economic povert · of thousands and thousands 

of our people. I reme ber the foreclosed mortga,es- the farms in 

the mid\'fest th•. t were vacant and people c me to California because they 

thought they could live off of orange juice and sunshine." You got some 

mighty good people that ay, too, by the way - some ver , very fine 

people~ I remember t ose dark d ys of 1935 and 39 hen every munici-

pality anl every school system in A~erica ~as struggling for existence. 

And yet we have econot ists today ho are tryin to tell us t hat the 

norm of A~erican life should be figured on the index base of 1935 to 

39. If I say nothing else in t his meeting tonight, I want to say 

that I am constitutionally opposed to that kind of reasoning, and I 

for one ant to start h&ving th American people thinking in terms of 

the day &nd ge in which they live. 
-

This world of ours tP~t we had a few years ago has been blasted 

to bits. If t here :s anyone in this room that doesn't recogni ze 
- •. l'-

tbat by now, than I think you al'e in the rong profession. If there 

is any one group of people that OU0 ht to know somethina about the 

nature of 'Lhe tir ,es in which we l i ve - the economic, the political 

and the social tensions which are a part of our very boing - it's 

the people in public education. If e don't no it, ho are e oing 

to expect the people on the outside - t he eople who are not experts 
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in the art of learni ng - the people who do not h ve the time for 

careful analysi s of trends and i deas, for progra s of research and 

investig t i on. How are we oing to expect these people to understand? 

I ' m one of t hose young men who believes that we are living in 

a ne day and age - I suppose everybody bas believed that in his 

time. I ' m not one of those who longs for the good old days • . I don't 

reme ber any good old days . They must h ve been a long t me a6 o. 

I have no desire to go back into the d r k past of the 1920's when 

America f loundered, hen it floundered in an abyse of ignorance, when 

1 t was a high protectionist n ,tion, when 1 ts political policy was 

isolationism, and its national progr am was one of pleasant dozing. 

I don' t want to travel back along the road of pitfalls - the economic 

pitfalls - of that great period of so-called normalcy in 1926 to 1929. 

I ' m not saying that it was all bad. I ' m simply sayi ng that that was 

almost a good beginning for the end for our way of lif e. And as we 

l ook back upon it I t hink most of us will agr9e thAt those vera indeed 

dark and terr i bl e and troubled days . And I say to t hose of us who 

ant t o go back to those good old days, it would surely be a sad 

t rai l backwards . I surely on 1 t 1ant to go back to t he 1930's. I 

don't .ant to go back into a world that made possible monsters - like 

Beni to aussolini or Adolph Hitl er. I don't want to go back into a 

world that shut its eyes to the ·enace of Fascism, and at the same 

time was totally ignorant of the equal menace of Communism. I do not 

ant to go back into 8 ~orld that f aced economic and polit ical dis

integration - a world t ha t was near 8 moral breakdown. o, I have 

seen the past and I don ' t want to r eturn to it. Our roads l ie ahead, 

and if so etirnes they ar e dimly seen, we shall not lose hope or courage. 
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And -,here the roads of the futw·e do not exi~t, we shall build them 
I . 

as our forefathers did. 
i I want to look ahead, nd I want to look ahead with the certain 

k~ wledge that there is a great Amerio~n heritage which is a part ot 
I 

m~ l l fe and a part of your life . I w~nt to look ahead with my feet 
I , 

o~ the ground , and my head 1n the clouds, because I think if a nan 
I I . 

l oday do~sn' t r.~ve his head a little bit high and he can't get a 

g od view of the horizon, he • s lost. This 1B the day for pi oneering. 

is is surely a day for new ideas and there's one thing I want to 

s y ebout California. You people wil l try a~thing out here. It's 
,j 

r~ally wonderful You have zest and spirit and the willingness to 

take a chance. I've noticed it wherever I've gone . e're trying 

in our own little way back i n the midwest where people maybe are just 

a little bit more stolid and a. bit more conservative to get them to 

chart some new courses of ac tion - t try someth ·ng new. You know, 

.we are trying it in j ust little things like a traffic proble~ in 

inneapolis. 1~y, our people have been turning that corner the same 

way for 25 years. And they say, " :hat does this young fellow mean 

by coming around and saying we ought to change that? Our people 

have been parking their oars the same way for 25 years~ and, 11 they 

say, tthere's a guy t elling us we ought not to pnr k cars here, tha t we 've 

got to do something else . " Such little things are the t rue test of 

what we mean by people's rigid conservatism. 

How many people in this room res.Hze that poli t ical and economic 

freedom are on the defensive, not on the offensi ve? How many of us 
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reulbe we have almost gotten ourselves into a defensive mentality -

of apolo !zing, of wondering whether or not we have the right way? 

How 1 many of us recognize that the orld tha t our grandfathers knew 
I 

' an~ even that some of you knew is a. world that bas slipped away froa 

I 
us? I wonder how many people i n t his room recogni ze that the United 

Statos of America today, with the exception of two or three other 
I 

c,ountries, is the one nation tha. t still preserves both econon io and 

pblitical freedom such as we have known during the 19th and early part 
I 

I of the 20th century. American education has a job t o explain that to 
I 

y4ung Americans . No, I'm not talking about Chauvinism and I'm not 
I 

talking about propaganda. I've never liked propagandists , and I 

s~ely don ' t oare for the -chauvinists. I'm talking about teaching 

sr~e of the basic realities and some of the basic facts of the day 

a d age in which we l i ve. I wonder what we're doing i n our schools, 

for example, to teach young Americans about the significance of World 

War I and orld iar II . I say that those wars were really one war -

we r.ad a bre thing period and enough t o regain our e trength and then 

we went back at it again. I'm convinced th·t many of us didn't do a 

very Jood job at it. I know that among the teachers that taught me, 

many of them didn' t do very well. I knew very little about the world 

in which \1e live when I graduated from high school. And I knew al-

most as littl e about that world hen I was a sophomore in college • . · 

I 'll grant you that the last two years of my t rai ning at the University 

of Minnesota wer e onderful years. Wonderful years, and yet I can 

still hear some of my rela tives say, "You know, this fellow is turning 

out to be a r adical . Listen to w~t he's saying. Why this man doesn't 
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believe the way we used to talk around the dinner table." That 's right, 

because the dinner table a t home wasn't the same dinner t able of 1937, 

1938, and 1939. It was an entirely different one. 

A political and an economic revolution has taken place in my 

t i The, and I'm not an octogenarian. A whole world has been transformed, 

and the United States of America stands in the middle of that wc;rld as 

the greatest military, economic, political and diplomatic power that 

t he world has ever known; and I'll say tonight without fear of contra-

di ction that not even one-tenth of the American people today under-

stand t he overwhelming significance of the position that our nation 

oo\cupies in a world tha,t has ju t gone through a violent political 

an economic revolution. 

Now, if we are going to maintain what we call democratic liberties 

democratic freedoms, we're going to have to understand it. We're 

g ing to have to be objective. We must be scientific in our approach. 

rr,ust be willing to face hard, cold facts - fac t s that most of 

ys are almos t unwilling to face • I think we 're unwilling to face then: 
I 
~ecause find a great l ack of comprehension and ur~erstanding in my 

'· 
own community about wha t we mean when we say industrialization. I 

find that the aver age American per son doesn ' t understand what we 're 

talking about when we say t he corporate struc t ure of American business . 

I find that far too many of ow· people have prejudiced notions - pz·e-

j'U(iioed either for or prejudiced against - what we met: n when we say 

trade unionism in Americ • I find that many of us are addicted to 

poorly thought-out philosophies of rugged individualism on the one !~nd 
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and a type of collectivism on the other hand; oftentimes the rugged 

indi vidualist is t he bigbest collectivi st in the world . I wonder how 

many of you have thought about the rugged individualism of the men in 

the money. Individualistic? I'll say they are. They i mpose their 

individual will upon 200 million people, but yet they have a collectivist 

society. I wonder how many of you have thou ht about the individualism 

of some of our own people who speak out in strong terms about rugged 

i ndividualism. Individualistic? ! 111 say they are. But they are 

also collectivists. Collectivists by the very na ture of the business 

structure of America. A great and powerful corporation with a million 
/ 

shares of stock, a mighty busine~s enterprise tba t bas within it 2 to 

3 to 400,000 employees i s more than just rugged individualism. It's 

a new type of business practi ce and a new type of bus iness entity. 

We have a lot of these terms mixed up. I think that most of us are 

a little bit individualistic and most of us are a little bit collectiv-

istic . We are collectivists , if it 's only in our family life - meaning 

that as families we stand together, possibly forced by the environment 

in which we live - the modern environment of tensions and the strains 

soc ial, psychological, economic, and political. You can't be very ruggedly 

i ndividual i stic in that sort of environment. What do I mean by that, 

to be more explicit? Let's just take a look at one of the g~eat problems 

that faces America today - the housing of our people, the housing of 

American people today. Think it over for , just a moment. Here is the 

richest n tion on the face of the earth. Here is a nation that bas 

60 million people at work - more people at work than we've ever had 
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b f re in our hi tory . H r ia a nation that doe n't have a birth 

r e t.h · incr sinu v~ry r pidly. And yet here i n tion 
p 

that o' o y ha it one- bird ill-fed, 111-c d, and ill-hous~d , but 

·· e i -ho ed ne-thi is growin into a la r fraction ery day . 

Is t e1 J r. cyon in this room that inks th6 r u gad individualist can 

t ke out hi tchet nd his a nd his hai!Utcr and answer t t pro-

bl n!i Th t., I sub it to you, is e. problem that r quh~aa the coo era ti 

s of every man, woman nd chil in Ar.eric • tha t 

pz·obl is ignificant to American blic uct.tion. eoa t he 

housing ndustry o .erica today 1 addicted to tradition - a tradition 

the 1 ~ r ad - t r di tion o - ui· ding h use like King ol o on uil t 

th It' a been ood eno ,., for Gra pa S zzy and it 1 goi n t · 

od e ugh for yo and 700d eno for all th l ittle ones tb t co 
.:i' 

alo ·" Ther opl i u 

.:~ .. p blio tio in bu n in very field or vo t t , 
98.n nk oft t r.:.a.v id exactly tb s ame thin • 

• ere are s ill p opl in his orld of public ducation hat fe 1 

tba t reading, itlng nd arithmetic is till the ain - not only 

th ain baais - but I public educ tion. r• on of those that d n 1 t . 

I ' r-erfectly 'lllng to admit that pub ic st ha c1· in 

1 t has to have certain standards. I'm wi llin to a it t 

tin and arit etic ar th· t ol s wit hie w ork . Bu 

J :'.l.it. udience toni ht that re din~, 

tion wh n i ' ta king bout rsball plan, wh n we don ' kno f r o 

day to d y wh ther the Uni ed ·'N tions 111 BtU"Vi e, wh n o .,. no.tion i 
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' -' .fal terin nu .fl ound il .forei po11c t at a ars tandable 

., 

\ t o e r l:z.I p pl • oi to tak mor t n r e din , w it n , 

and ar . eti • 

n oe soh ol pro a h ve ff r, 8 h t mu t Amer c 

exp ct fro publ c ed cs .. n? Let'· Ck t 0 f' r t p cipleH. 

i r t of 11, wh t is t urpose of "'oh ol? ndent 

h ppy? (I Not t all. 

The urpose f pub c ed ca t on i t s old p ose f ver i s t it -

t hat h ni y 9 ver own.~- t o r ve p ple. t • e 

onl y j ... tification r r r . nd of i ASti tion i n ocratic 1 fe . 

· Tha t ' s the o ly ·u . i f ic ..,:io for Amerio n bu ines • I t ' th onl 

ral juvt fication for t rade union. t ion f o 

•t v . t eo 1 h f•Ubl o sch ol ot 

me ica has to e i i , n t t balanc d b t not 

'uot the i of 

course of p in :ts mind the chil 

ch 1 ~n is uni ue probl m • f t 1 tl c 1 ren 

.unto the scL ols, if I a ra bras a r ea.t rel s ta ,, t . 0 
.. 

t s is a 1 ce to b 1 i 1 th s, c us I ow of no state 

in the Un on t s fi er syste t i c t n 

C8l iforni • And I 8 t .., not to fl ttcr ou - it ' s t I ow 

of n <>tate in t u on t a do e moi·e fi ohool • 

I know of no state in th Un o t t s en more oour . eou 1 

pp each to th prob of ohool curricul , or more cour eous 

more bol in its approach to t problem of iv'l 1 rel tionships 

within th sch ol • But be ou ' ll be goin somo lace els • I leo ed 
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over t he figures here and you kno t t r e ' s a tur nover i n education. Some

times you o t o anot her co . uni ty ~nd ot er people come i nt o your comm ty. 

So aybe we need to - k abou 1 • 

In y area out n t e Qi dle wes peopl ar e ot sure whether they 

hould ve vi siti g eac e~s . hey ' r e n t quite sure vhet h r or not 

they d psychia t r ic r e t ent in schools . TI re ar e some people 

that t ink these t hings on' t aq th the purposes of educa tion. 

The f i rst r nciple that I o~ er t o t hi s i ence tonight is that the 

sc ool is dedicated o t e child - to t e i ndi vidual chil d - not to t he 

ss . This bus iness o ~ king a out the .rna s of t he Arne i oan people 

doesn ' t eve ge t r t do .n to h uan per sonal t y . Thee i no per sonalit y 

~o a ass, and i t ' s t e h n per onali t ha ' s important. I t ' s souls , 

i ndi v1 ual m.n ~ s , i ndi i d · 1 bo i es - ot the th sand , but t he one . 

I t ' s the ol d bi blica s t ry of no the nin t y and ne but the one that ' 

l ost i t ·il er es t hat's i port~ nt . An I t h nk e '\;.dge p bl ic 

education t oday no 1ha t t does fo t he 85% h are qui te normal i n 

t er ms of stand r ds t h we nor~ opl e se t up, but what we do i n t erms 

f savi ng the 15% ho 1 bno .al o sub or.•iB.l . .e know the normal 

ones i ll be ab e to g t along. Ye , t hat ' s ere we need that vi s iti ng 

t eacher . That' s here n ed hat ps chologi s t - here we need apt.i t ude 

t eats and vocat onal gui d· nc • T re re mo e u pp people i n Ame,r i ca 

t oda eoause tb y ar e i t he vir ng j ob. Ther a milli ons of unhappy, 

f rustra t ed, neurotic soula in e ca day because they wer e never 

gi ven a c nee t o not iha s really ong with ~ em- they were s ick 
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sick when they were c .~ en and became nc easi c as they became 

older. 

The State of innesota ju<~t appropriated ~25 , 000 , 000 to build new 

mental hospitals . 25,0 ,000 to t ake car o ose o ve a most gone 

to the stage where t h y are incurable . And I submit without being a 

doctor but having been in erested in psycholo0 y, that the vast majori~ 

of the .entall sic in A~erioa wer alva eable material. The vast 

ajority of the p op e in America, when t hey went into the ublic school , 

had they been rri ven t.h , care and the idance and the t raining and had 

they been i ven t e personal attent-ion and the mental atte tion for 

mental health w ld to ay be producti ve, normal, happy ~erican citizens . 

n th a cr i e ave that $ 8 have , and the wave of eurosis which 

cree ing ov r t i s c unt ry in many are~e, uld be infinitely smaller 

if public education had done i t j ob . I believe, a a p blic official 

and as citizen, th t a good public school nust go into the whole 

field of at cal l these frin e elem nts ot these fringe f actors i n 

the old standards of public ed ation. Vocat onal t r aining, yes . But 

not only the c en o to do job with y hands, but the chance to have 

a healthy mind. e need aptitude te ~ ts, vocational g~dance , psychiatric 

treatment, mental 

you can think o£. 

aro, dental care, physical care - avery kind that 

That brin s m to thi ' Lhat every child that enters 

into the schools of merica ought o come out, whether he ' s in there 

one day, one w ek, one month, one ear, or twelve years, a healthier 

person than he was w en he caThe in . It does no good for the good people 

of Amari ca to say 11¥i'ell, t h s sn ' t t he probl em of the school. After. 
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all, the heal t h of the child is the problem of the family , or 1 t' s the 

proble of the ublic health aervice. 11 

You parent s in this r oo , and you school inistr ators , and members 

of the board of trustees - you know that the public school of merioa 
,. 

takes more .' time of a child's life than a mother does . The schools of 

ru erica are doing as much to mold th character of American b~ys and 

girls as the family. 
., 

There isn't any use in kidding ourselves and j,.l t 

talking about the family all the t ime , when e know that most people . ' 
' 

are a 1ay from the fami ly Jr.ore than they are i th ,it. The uper i n ndent 

of schools, t.he principal, the teuche s, tho gym coach, the fellow 
. ~ 

that's out there n t e ath;J..etic f iell, th d ac t o o t letics, 

are doing more to old t character t a t bo or that girl in many 

instanc~s than the r ther and t oth r. oy nd ever y girl 

that enters American ublic sch ols tod should come out a healthier 

boy and girl than w en he went 1 • And th t pr cess of buil ing 

physical and mental h , lth must s tart from e day he comes i n to 

nursery school or the kindergarte richt on up thro h the high school. 

The waz· has brought to o a tention t he importance of physical health. 

It is ,possible the war has brought to our a t tention t he importauce of 

en ta1 health. 

I mentioned a while ago that ev ry c i ld h d h ve an adequate 

set of tools . Jus t as oes carpenter, we , because e are 
.. , 

i 
.. _tluildin0 • e're bui din0 ourselves a life . ding ourselves 

a community and a nati n. Every boy and every oi rl in very short order 
I ,... 

,' 
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and much too quickly 0 om a of us • That boy and girl 

. ' should come out of so ol ith the basic ol t o o the jbb of American 
... 

., ' 6 1 t~.enshi p . Yes, thA i na , 
. I. •' 

with him . It does that ho 

wants to communicate ·· i .h t ers . tdoe etlc \• t ~5 we .!. 
. . 

• I 

it out so that he can d some sys . o .e ystem of 

understanding and menta cipliu • 0 t boys and e:t rls 

i n American schools, w ho e, t e basic t ools t jo • Some schools 

are falling do.n on hat ba ic p~rt of er ' c They've 

gotten themselves w y off re o t h t t a call just 

he art of l iving wi h n -progressive 

education. I don't rant o sound like o o ecause I hope 

I ' ve ali·eady made it cl ar t t I'm. n n these new 

t hings that we have, ne ahni ue ... cip tion, indi-

vidual participation. u I still a y tha t y u have to learn 

the fundamental s of dr ing a r before you on th5 speedway, 

so you have to learn the Wilen oys and girls 

have that job. I t ' s u t the superint endent t a e they do it . 

Now we'll skip y q ckl y n I 'll gs~ o rna t I think is 

the roost. important par · wha Ameri cans 

OUr toastmaster stole h rhen he sai d t ican educat ion today 

must offer, through the y h of A~erioa, a ba ·ic s t of i deals, a set or 

r inciples, a moral code. Morality doesn 1 s m e v y ood to talk 

bout . ~en I talk about noralit , I ' not a king e her or not you 

smoke or t,ake a drink. I'm not putti ng the s on 1 t, but 

I ' m not going t o talk about it. I ' m tal in about ther or not there ' s 

a_ type of morality hich 1 being ev loped in ric oys and girls 
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t o understand that we ar our brothor's keeper. onder whether or not 

there is a mor ali t y which is eing developed in us that reoogn· zea the 

preciousness (;.f human personali t ,. I o der heth r or not we are devel

oping a sense of morality, of democre i c mor a it , in the youn boys and 

girls of" America whe e t -:JY do unders tand t ha t '1whateve ye do unto the 

least of t hese ye do unto me also11 • There s f damental r elationship 

between American democr acy as we k ow it and t e C r i stian ethi c and itl5 

inescapable . There isn't any wa that a perso c n be horoughly demo

cratic i n his thou ht and action if at the same time he hasn't e braced 

to himself some of t he gl"eat principles of Chri tianity. lf he hasn't 

done that, it i s my opinion that he is going to ha a very diff icult 

ti~e i n fulfilling the challenges of e ocra c l i berty. 

An i ndividual i 1:1 w:P..at he i s . An ndi is his own set of a tti -

tudes and opinions , his wn .basic bel · efs . H n r sonality is a naked, 

dull tUng, without b lief , opinions nd a t ti 

opinions and Bttit udea r nourished more i n t e 

de • Those beliefs and 

blic school t han they 

They are nouri •bed .or e i th classroom than they ar e in the front yard. 

are in the parlor of your 01n home . 

I ' m awfully happy to see tonight tha n -teachers association-re-

presented here . I ' m P •• A.'er. I elon to Tuttle P.T.A. in inneapolis. 

Ski pper's in kindergar ten and Nancy' s in the f our th r ade . I ' m very inter

ested in the P. T.A. I ' m interested i n the P. T.A. because i t brings toge ther 

those two important f orces tha t mold the cha acters of t he boys and the 

gi rls - the t eacher and t he fath r and the mother - all too often, may I 

say, gen~lemen, it' s generally t he mothor - t he f a t her generally s tays home. 

Surely the father needs to be t here .. ore th. j ust on Dad ' s Night . 
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oving along, I h · 
,, 

the American public expects f~om the school 

system of this n· tion . t the chool serve the community. . You here in 

California have undo 1 r done t his very , very well. But ·· ~ 'll venture 
. 

to say that 95% of the schools of America at thia hour are clos d. 95% 

of t hem have their ors closed. u I 'll also vent ure to say th t 9~ 

of the ni ght clubs are op n, and 99% f the bowling llei,s ~pd the bi lliard 

halls are open. But 9 o · the eop e ' property , the pu lie schools, 

owned by the people, constructed in th name of the people, ar e closed . 

Why? V ell, because e 1 ve been doing it th t way , ~rou kno • Scbools are 

ahays supposed to be closed t our o'clock or t ee-thirty or four-thirty . 

~ ohools j ust aren't 1ppo ed t o be open t night . Now, in California i t may 

be different, but in th t es of South Dakota , rth Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, 

Nebraska , ''liscons in, · a stat~s th t ' m ve amili er with, I can tell 

you tonight that· o tho e schools are closed. Now, if people in public 
'', 

education ~nt to reoe ve the support of the peop e in t he communi ty , the 

way to do it i s to h ve t e ~ople come to our schools and not ·ust the 

chil dren. Have the , ther s and t he mothers and the community leaders be 

in t here and see what the cbool sys tem r ea l ;y is, see it when i t's good 

and magnificent and see it then it 1s deteriora ·ing and becoming dagjaded. 

That i s true in many r ts of . merlca o a • school i s the people's 

property. As I sai 1 antic Cit , it oesn't belen~ t o the janitor -

sometimes he thinks it does - it doesn ' t belong to the school board .. 

they're just elected o ~ ke car of it momen ril y, nd i t doesn' t belon 

to the principal or the up ,rintendent. They t oo have simply been appointed 

~ the custodians of it. I ' · happy o see in this state tha t you ~ent to 
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the people in a cons~itutional amendment to do something about your prob-

lems of public ~ducation, and I say that's still the an~wer in every task 

t hat ·e f ace in this . ole f ield of educa t ion. Go directly to the people, 

.but you better have a f o peopl e know where the school is before you go 

to the to talk about i t. 1any of them don ' t even kno where the school 

buildin is located. 

~ e not only need 70od eduction for our oys and girls, but we need 

adult -education. Somebody tells me_.'~. fay r, the rouble with you is 

tha t you don't soem to understand that these t . i ngs cost oney." I have 

people tell me that :i.n ~ i meapolis all the t i me. I 've never seen anythi ng 

that 'Nas any good t hat didn't cost mona • The only t hing th t' a free in 

this country is advice, and it's generally worth 'ust what you pay for it. 

If we 're goin to h ve t he kind of an eduoati nal structure that America 

needs, we're going t o have to spend plent , an w 1re going to have to 

spend much more than we 're spending now. e 1re going to have to spend 

from two to t hree times as much as we're spending now. I know that Dr. 

'Fine who made this survey about a year a, o this co in ebruary, pointed 

out that Am.ri can Pu lie education was .spending sOMewhere around three 

billion dollar s per yea in America . You know these figures better than 

I do so ~h~ should I burden you 1ith t9em. I want ·o sa· this , however, 

t ha t American public e ucation better h ve as i ts u timate goal between 

now and 1950 and expendi ture of ten bi llion dollars per year to pro-

perly put merican schools back where they b long in the communities 

of t his n<> tion. That means a three .. fold ncrease in the cost of American . 
edu~ation. hy not? Everyth ng else is going up. Can't buy a pound of 
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butter for what you used You surely can' t buy an utomobile f or 

. ha t it used t o cost. You ca 1 t urcha.se a house a t the cost it used to 

e. And you can't buy . r can ducation today nt t e cost it once was . 

I under stand t ha t thi s ye r h cos i apt to be litt le over 4 billion. 

You would think t hat was henome 1 i ncrease. • 11, l a ies and gentlemen, 

I would like to point this out t o you. The t hree bil lion dollars that was 

spent last year in Amer i ca f or pu lie education s only a half-billion 

dollars roo e than vas spent in 1940. hat was t he n tional income in 1940? 

The national income in 1940 was 'between 80 and 85 billions of dollars . 

hat is the gross n t ional product for 1947? Two hundred twenty-five 

billion dollars . You people are sissies, and I mean it . You don ' t know 

bow to a k for enouw • What American education needs today is a lobby and 

.a big one. r:ot a lobby of sup r i ntendenta , not a lobby of trustees, but a 

lobby such as the Parent-Teachers' Association which is truly the best 

lobby izt the world. Not a lobb for Sp!Cial interests but a lobby for the 

peopl e of this na tion. Every moment of t ime that i s devoted to the ork 

of the Parent-Teachors' Congress, every job that they undertake is a job 

i n behalf of t he future salvation and t he future well- being of the .. m rican 

people . Our 1 islators need a good deal of work to be done upon them 

in t his field, and I know of no one who could o it any better -than people 

who repr~ )ent families of America. 
I 

y that our schools must not only serve the community, they must 

serve t he nation. You're servir g the n&tion. You served' it during 

You served it, because t he government paid you. The government 
i 

t wi h vocational equipment, put in machine shops. I helped do it, 
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I know. And I had plenty of trouble gett." ng people to take it, too. 

, I went from school to school in the State of Minnesota and had to ~rgue 

~ith everybody in the corr~unity to get them to put another lathe 1n the 

school . They said, 11 How a1·e e going to take care of it after the 

war is over?" This. ia our t radition of an economics of scarcity-

not bnly scarcity in f ood _ production, not only scarci ty in automobile 

production and steel production. but a scarcity in economics i n terms 

of what should be done for the welfare and the well-being of our own 

people. Now, I rant you that some people have become accustomed to 

having some new equipment in the schools . The government during the 

war gave us a sort of impetus, and now we recognize that maybe we 

are going to have to carry along. 

But are you adequately housed, speaking of housing? Are the uni-

varsities of America adequately housed? Let's taka a look a t that for 

a while . .Let's see how w_ell we 're serving the nation and bow 'o'Bll the , 

nation is serving us. Are you convinced that these barracks that 

they 're putting uparound on the campuses are just temporary? I ~ant 

to offer a suggestion here. I don't want t his to be too conclusive. 

But I'll venture to say that many of these wooden barracks that have 

been converted into classrooms will be there a lot longer than a lot 

of you people think, unless something is done to remove them and put 

up concrete construction or brick construction because American boys 
I 

and gi~l s are going to want to go to school from here on o t. This 

isn't just the G. I. Bill of Rights . Once that 24-year-old son tastes of 

it, t Jat 13-year-old son is going to want it. And whether the govern-

ment . 1ves it to him or anybody else gives i t to him, he's going to want 
I , 
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it. And whether the government gives it to him or anybody else gives 
' . 
i .t to him, he ' s going to want to go to college. His big brother Johnny 

went there, and he ' s going to vant to go, too . I' ve talked to too many 

college administrators that sort of bel i eve that this is the pos t -war 

era - you mustn't become excited about this - after all, thi s is in 

the period of flush prosperity. 

I want to offer another suggestion. That America ca. no more endure 

nor have anything else but prosperity. le've got to have t he National 

income that we have today . Even t his matter of pri ces that we're 

talking about - people wapting prices to be taken way down. I want them 

to go down, too, and I ' m pretty outspoken about it . I want t hem to go · 

down so bad that I ' m even for the reinstitution of price controls in 

certain areas . But I don ' t believe that America can ever prosper again 

with the pr i ce structure of the 20's and 30' s . nd I don't bel ieve 

that you can pay off the deb+. y cutting taxes and cutting our national 

income. And I don't believe that America can prosper by trying to 

force down wages to the level of tre 1935-39 indices. This is big 

t ime stuff • . ~e left that penny ante game a while a go. ·e•r playing 

now in the big field . e ' re playing for national incomes in the 

hundreds of billions of dollars . \e have a national debt that 's al-

mos t unbelievable in terms of its figures of 250 or 300 billions 

that stands over us . 

Well, the same thing is true of public education. The University 

of Minnesota used to have 14,000 students in 1937. Today it has 

32 1 000. Now I'm convinced t~ 95% of the people in our community and 

ill the State believe t hat that's unusual. I submit to t his audience 

that if that 's unusual t hen public education and university education 
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has failed. We need not only 32,000 students in the University of 

Minnesota - we need 100,000. Five per cent of the boys and girls that 

graduate from high school go to the university. Is that the ideal for 

America? Are we over-staffed in education? Are we overbuilt? I 

should say not. We're under-staffed. We're u.11der-constructed. We 

have totally ina.dequa te facilities. 'e have to be visionary, I'll 

grant you - very much visionary. We have to be thinking in terms of 

building a brand new socie~ - not repudiating our tra itions or our 

best points of the pa s t - but building on these foundations a new 

and better society. 

This school, system of ours must serve not only the nation in 

building for citizenship, teaching young people the art of democratic 

participation in the classroom, bri nging to them an a ppreciation of 

democratic values. It must build for o~e world . That one world 1s 

ge,tting kind o"! split up, i sn't it'( 

4aybe I ought to say ~omething about the atomic bomb. Everybody 

talks a bout the atomic bomb. Nobody seems to be very frightened about 

it, of course, even though we 1:re building more and n:ore of them. I 

was down in New /texico not long ago and· I'm t old tha t they're 'oing 

ahead full s teau. . I find out that the great nations of the world can' t 

agree upon atomic energy control. I f i nd out that we ' re not doing very 

much about converti ng i t into peace t" me use . e're going to become 

a nation of .fearful, frustrated people. Evel"'l.rone of us is going to 

bed night after night, as long as t his world situation xeeps the way 
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it is, with the feeling - if we • re thinking at all - that this may be 

our last day. And we can't blame people for doing that in the kind 

of a world we live in . 

hat are we doing in the public schools to build for one world? 

Maybe we are now, but I want to tell you we've missed the boat a long 

ti ,e. Why· do I know? Because it took a long time in the City of Minnea-

polis to pass the fair employment practi ces ordinance . And everybody 

that was tal king ooout it and everybody that was voting on it had a good 

educa tion, in terms of what we call a good education. 1e had 26 al der-

men. It too~ 15 months - 15 months of argument - 15 months of pressure -

15 months of education - 15 months of meeti ngs - hundreds and hundreds 

of meeti ngs to convince 26 people that the fair employment practice 

in the City of Minneapolis was a moral, democrat ic procedure . ~ ell, 

·' 
if the schools had been doing their job there ouldn't have been any 

problem there . Thfly all went through Central Hi 0 h School and est 

High School and SouthwAst High School . What went wrong? The schools 

wer~ being victimized by the enviro~ent of which they were a part • 
. 

And I leave this challenge to the teachers . You have to be pion~ers 

of thought . I had an editor take me to task not long a o, saytng 

that what I wanted teachers to be was propaoandists . Oh , no . I 

submit that most of them are right now. Not propagandists for some-

thing new, but apologists f or the status quo . Propagandis ts in the 

sense tha t it ' s so much a part of the in the l ife they ar e living 

tl~t they can't quite unders tand t hat there may be something that 

needs to be changed. 

Again I'm talking to the wrong group of ·t.eachers . This is like 
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preaching prohibition to people who never jrink. You aee, you do not 

represent a cross-section of Amer ican teachers or American school ad

ministrators. You represent the best. You don't represent that part 

of merica where $100 per year is spent par. cla ~sroom uhi t, and there 

are a lot of areas in Am~rica where that i true . You do not represent 

that section of Au.erican oduce.tion where totally incompetent teachers 

are in the c lassroom. You don ' t represent that section of America 

where from 2 to 3 million of our boys and girl s are not even in school 

because there are no~chools or adequate laws to aee that they get to 

school . You do not represent At ~rican teechers and t he American edu

cation system where there are from 5 to 6 million beys and girls in 

A .erica today who a re being taught or bei n given instruction by incom

petent and incapable teachers . The tate of Californi&. bas high standards. 

Why in the world you ever wanted to hear what I have to say is more than 

I'll ever know. Vhat I need to say tonight, or hat I should be saying, 

should be said in Mississippi; it should be said in Geor ia , South 

Cax·oline.; it should be said in the rural areas of the State of inneso ta 

because our rural education program isn ' t anything to be proud of. We 

still have eople who feel that we ere spending too uch on education 

for· the little one-1·oom school houses in the rural areas of our rr.id

western states. I speak particula ly of my o n state of ruinnesota . 

I ' d like to l eave you ith the thought that you really are ~ 

molders of human desti ny - much more than any politician, as we poli

ti,cians re the f. roduct of t he school system of er ' ca and the family 

l ife of Am rica . Those of us who are in public ffice today, who 
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are the Glayor s , governors, presidents , alder men, county commissioner_·, 

and count y supervisor~ , legislator s and congressmen and senatoro 

are product~ of the cchool system. 1hnt we are, we are because of the 

co munities from which we came, because of the attitudes and opinions 

t hat we received while we were at school. I now that some of the 

convi ctions I hold moat deeply her e t oday came from the people that 

taught me when I ~as in school, parti cularly when I was at the Univer_sity. 

But 95% of the boys and girls, 95 of meri c'6i, will never t o go 

the Uni versi ty under pr~aent standards, a s I said a while a o. And 

the important area of education ~s not the University of C liforni a . 

Oh, yes , we need the leaders, we need the trained techni ciang. But 
J, 

j_t's not Leland Stanford; i t's not the Uni versity of Minnesota, or i s-

consin .)r Michigan or Chicago that are so vi tal to the education of 

democratic citizens. The crucially important area of American edu-

cat ion today is in the primar y and secondary schools, because t here 

is where the voter and t he citizen gets what he calls his education. 

Th t means that t he hi gh school superinte~ent , the junior college 

sup rintendent, the principal in the primary school or t he secondary 

school i s the molder of human personality. And if you in your own 

mind haven't come to some conclusions about t he kind of a world that . 

you want to live in- if you haven't tried to exami ne f actually 8nd 

obj ect ively the political and economic f orces that are working in 

t his world today - then how in the name of common sense a e you 0 oing 

to be able to i ve direc t ion t o a great sys tem of learning in t his 

great nation? How many of you have made up yoUr mind whether or not 
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Europe is goi ng to starve t his next yeaJ? How many of you think that 

Ameri ca ought to share her food? How many of you bel i eve that t his 

nation of ours can aff ord to go on wi th a horse-and-buggy mentality 

in an industriali zed world? And that's what we have. We still use 

the cli ches of t he 1850' s t o talk about a world that today is j ust 

getting ready to be dri ven by a tomic power - no longer just the power 

of elect r i ci t y 6r of coal , but of a tomic energy. How many of us have 

really made up our minds or have come to some conclusion about the 

human problems that ar e implicit in our mass production industrial 

society? How many of us have made up our mi nds that we're not going · 

to teach other people to think as we t hink, but we're going to try to 

help other people to have the oapaci t y t o think? Not what to think, 

but ho~ to think. And how to think on t hese basic issues that con-

front us every hour of the day i n every part of America. 

It's much oore i nteresting nowadays t o tell people that for the 

' next few months this na t i on of ours will feed the people of Britain, 

the people of France and the people of Italy . It's much more inter-

esting. I t hi nk we 're much more enti ced by speeches that tell us that 

t hi s nation of ours has got to go on out now and prepare to live a 

very perilous fUt ure f or the next 15 or 20 years ; tha t we have t o be 

strong i n our might; t hat we have to somehow or other increase our 

produc t ion; that we have t o keep our,.- Merchant Marine and our Navy 

powerful. I submit t o this audience tha t those ar~ products of in-

dividual response, and that individual response starts when the boy or 

the girl comes into that nursery school or ti1a t kindergarten, and you 
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can start that process of teachi ng right then and there. No, what's 

America going to do about this? It's going to do 1hat you want it to 

do. It's going to do what the superintendents and the principals and 

the trustees want to do - want to have done. You underestimate your 

political power. You underestimate your community leadership ability. 

You underestima te the important position that you occupy in the whol~ 

.. economy of America. hen the trade union people, for example, want 

to get something done, what do t hey do? They strike. Believe it or 

not, sometimes things happen. I've never been one to believe in 

teachers' strikes. I don't believe in a strike anyplace if it can be 

averted . But I told our teachers i n Minneapolis, and I' 11 tell them 

anyplace else I go, that if you're foolish enough - if you're down

right i mmoral enough - and if you are so unconcerned about the future 

of America that you won't mobilize your energies to work for a pro~r 

salary, you are unfi t to be in public education -totally unfit. Be

cause when America puts its standards of reimbursement for professional 

service at a high level, then people are going to respect the position. 

I want high standards of improvement. I elieve in teacher tenure . 

But I don ' t believe in keeping people on who have outlived their use

fulness . But equally strongly I believe that they should be taken 

care of by adequate teachers' pensions. I sur ly believe we're going 

to have to f nance this program. How .. are we going to do that? You 

in California have led the way. I wish we were doing as well in 

Minnesota . 

But all over America we have problems - basic poli tical problema 

that I ' m involved in. What do you have in this state? If I'm not 
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mistaken you have a great section of your people living in large cities 

that have very little or no representation in the State Legislature and 

a tremendous number of legislators .living in other parts of the state 

where there are very few people. In the State of Minnesota and in the 

City of Minneapolis we haven ' t had reapportionment since 1910. You call 

that representative government? Now t his doesn't sit well with some 

people, I know. But representati ve government means just what it says -

representative government on the basis of equality of representation.· 

e had a revolution over that once, you know. Taxation without represen

tation. y city is not represented in the Legislature as it ought to be. 

So when my city comes up with a problem of public education we have to 

play politics . I submit thore are 500,000 people in the qity and that 

those 500,000 people should be given adequate representation on the 

basis of. their number. 1'heir vote should be regist.Eired. But those 

500,000 people - their representati ves do not need to threaten the 

safety of rural minorities or any minorities if they are properly edu

cated, if they have the right back round, the right experiences . Be

cause in this world of ours it is one world and it is one America, and 

good schools for Podunkville are just as important as good schools for 

Minneapolis. In the State of Minnesota our best schools are on the 

Iron Range. You don' t even have them any better here in California 

than we have in Buhl, Minnesota, and in Vir ginia and Ely and Gilbert. 

Schools that are as beautiful as your state Capitol. I've heard a 

lot of people sa , 11 0h, those schools are too .ood. 11 Oh, no, they 

aren't. Those . are the right kind of schools. The other kind of schools 



/ 

- 35 -

are teo poor. In these right kind of schools they have everythi ng to 

do the j ob that I've talked about - the job for the individual - for his 

health - his physical health - his mental health - his i deals and his 

participation as a citizen. The legislatures of the 48 states of America 

hav~ t o be brought to a realizat ion that you can't play politics with 

public education, because you are playing with the lives of t he people . 

I'm a little radical on this: I believe in Federal Aid Education, 

and I'll tell you why. Because· I don't think it's possible for South 

Carolina to have as good schools as you have in Cali fornia . They haven't 

the money. It isn't possible for Mississippi to have as ~ood schools 

as you have in California. They haven't the money. And yet the people 

from Mississippi ar e a part of America. When the na tion is at war, they 

fight for America. When the nation is sick, some of it comes right 

from the degradation and the filth of Mississippi. I spent two years 

of my life down in the deep south, and in all my life I have never seen 

such degradation - such poverty. I say the only way for them to lift 

themselves out of it is for somebody to help them. 

Unemployment in America has decided to be a national problem. Some 

people didn't want it t hat way, but the decision has been made. · Security 

for the aged people in Amer i ca, a national program of insurance - old age 

and survivors insurance - i s a national program. They tax you in Calif

ornia and the people in inne ::> ota. It's all put into a great big fund 

in ~ashington ~nd it ' s fed back into the states . I don't think there's 

·been any en~roachment on states' rights (All of this talk about· states' 

rights when human rights are being sacri ficed and crucified.) The only 
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way that South Carolina or Georgia or issiseippi or Alabama cah M-ve 

the kind of education that you have in California is through Federal 

aid. And lots of it . And every dollar that you good people here in 

.California put into education is being adultera ted and diluted by the 

i gnorance and by the poverty and by the sickness in other area of 

America . This nation is only as rich and strong as its people . !lot 

the people of Delaware, here they have plenty of tax monoy. Not the 

people of New York or of 1innesota or of California. This nation is 

only as strong as all of il ts people . And I would say t hat i t would 

be good business for the ~1ture welfare of A erica and of the world 

if' the people of California and Minnesota .helped educate and helped 

pay for the education of the people in other sections of A erica where 

they can' t pay for it themselves . It would be the best money you ever 

spent . Now don ' t tell me that you are opposed to, because you are 

not. You're bufl.ding highways through there. Federal aid to highways 

is an accepted program. You are building all kinds of publ ic bUildings . 

Do you think that the tax money comes from Mississippi to build the 

post offices they put in ~issisaippi? You are contributing to public 

.health pro r~ because the Uni ted States Public Health Service is 

financed through Federal revenues and it puts its money in each one 

of the 48 states. It ' s high time that the educational administrators , 

the superintendents , t he teachers, the parent-teacher associations 

and the trustees made up their mi nds that they are addi cted to a con

cept of financ~ng public education which is unworkable in America . Local, 

state financing is unworkable . That's my opinion, and I ould argue 
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the point from here on out, b cause if there is any man or woman in t his 

room t hat can s row me how t he peopl e of Uissisaippi can have as good 

schools as you have i n .California or we have in Minnesota, then I'll re-

tract every ord that I've said her e tonight. They j at haven 't the mans 

at this time to do t he job. I 'll say in due t.lme they will, because as 

they educate t heir people, they will i mprove their productivity. As they 

educate their people, they will impr ove their health. As they educate 

their people , they .11 liquidate their poverty and they will become a 

much more prosperous people . This i s the story of Aner i ca. 

bat can Amer i ca do for public educe tion? Or what rnust n do about 

it? First of all, we' ve got to pay for it. And af ter we pay for it, we 

1 ave it to our local people to deter mine how it shall be managed. I'm 

not talkin~ about centralized department of administering information. 

Thero isn't anyone in this room that would l ook with more disfavor upon 

a program of centralized control than the ruayor o:f Minneapolis. I'm a 

local government fellow . But I know this much. Local goverruaent in 

Minneapolis isn ' t going to be able to keep Ule schools of Minneapolis 

open. I know that. Local government in Minneapolis has got to look to 

the state for help just like you' ve done it here in .C lifornia.. And all 

this talk and all t his propaganda that we put out and all these nice 

words about just being .able to do this job all by our~elves is to deny 

the f act that we ' rJ still citizens of a great republ i c - the United States 

' 
of America. And then after we 're all through w·th it here , we've got 

our job of telling our story. 

How many of you know of the debate that took place in the .Cong1·esJ 
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of the United States on the Voice of America? All you heard about vas 

a radio program. Mr. Benton, who spoke in Atlantic City, was the head 

of that pro0 ram as ssis tant ecrotar of .:Jta t e - the Assistant ecretary 

of State l'ecently resigned. But how many people in this t·oom know that 

all over uropa are l ibraries - American libraries. No one forces the 

people to come in - they're j ust there . And the Congr6ss of the United 

States sat there and argued for months s to whether or not we could 

afford to give to Europe tho story of merica so they could read it.-

That was one of the biggest ar guments they had. They had hearings and 

testimony . You would have thought that the nation was going to o bank .. : 

rupt bocauae we were going t ·) buy a couple copi es of Business Week and 

the Ladies Home Journal and send them someplace over in Italy . This 

n tion has a sto~ to tell and it's not goi ng to be a ble to tell it by 

the t ourists at the cocktail bars. It ' s going to be able to t ell it 

through the process of American Education, through the radio, through 

the ress , through the library. There again, .YoU have your chance. I 

wonder. 7/as there an organized group of' school sup-3r i ntendents that went 

t o Congress and said, "Listen, Congress, we want libraries put in every 

country in 'urope where Ameri can f orces of occupation are. e want 

libr aries put in every country of Europe where our dollars are goin0 to 

come . We want the story of An erica told. I sa~ no mar ks on •a shingtOn 

·'• 

on that . But the N. ~ A~ M. vas there and the • F. of L. was there and 

the C. I . o. was ther e and the Chamber of Commerce was there - all batting 

their brai ns out for what they wanted . But we weren't there a t a ll - any 

of us - t o tell what we need for Amer ican education, not only here but 
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abroad. I speak specif ically of abroad, because this i s one world, and if 

we're going to vdn our battle for democrac we're goins to 'Win it on more 

f ront s t han j ust here in omona or Sacra ento or Oaklnnd or San Jose. We 're 

going t o have to win it i n avery area of human conflict or contact. 

The school administrators of Anerica have a chance to lead in this fight. 

I hope t hese thouQhts have been somewhat useful to you. They are only the 

small parts of what I think about a good deal. I want to pay a real tribute 

to the teachers of this nation. During t he days of depression, they .nade a 

greater sacrifice possibly than any other one group. I want to pay a tribute 

to t r.e school superintendents and members of the boards of trustees :of schools, 

most of t hem serving ·without any pay - 'Without any reward. I don't pay this 

tribute in order to ward off cri ticism of myself. As a public official I've 

had plenty of criticism; I believe I ou ht to have more. I can. assure fOU 

that what the toastmaster said about me tonight is not said by every person 

in Minneapolis. Not at all. There were thousands of them that didn't E'.bl"ee 

with his kind remarks about me. And not only they didn 1 t agree, but they 

told me what they thought of me and they're still telling me. There were two 

or three national editorials just the l ast week. That's all right. That's 

the nay it ought to be because that's goine t o make me a better public servant 

if I have anything at all to offer. 

And I'm of the opinion that t here hasn't been enough critical analysis 

of public education in Ax:terica. There hasn 1t been a sufficient num~r of people 

on the outside looking on t he inside. There was not a sufficient number of 

people in the public school system of America plannin " for the postwar schools. 

We were all too busy giving speeches about· postwar plans for industry. I 

remember half the Univers i t y of Minnesota 1 s faculty going around talking about 
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whether or not there would be a depression or a recession, talking about whether 

or not we were going to be able to maintain 7,000 people out at the University 

in Minneapolis. Uobody ever thought there would be ~000 students at the 

University of ~innesota or how we were going to handle them. Now that problem 

is ours . 

One other thing we need to keep in mind i s t hat no matter how much production 

bogs d~wn in ·this cotm.try, there• s one type of production that isn't bogging 

down. I know of no group that has a more steady demand for their services 
' 

than t his one of teachers-and prosperity aometime3 isn't conducive to that 

}Jigh peak of production. So even if there should be a recession in America, 

no group will be called upon more t han the public school system of America. 

Make yourselves combat patriots. ~~ght for American democracy. And I'm not 

talking about democracy in the market place. I'm talking about democracy on 

the playgrounds, democracy in the auditori~ democracy in the classroom. 

Make it your business to become informants. Yes, make it your business to 

become the tOlm criez-a crier in the highest sense of the word-sounding the 

clear call of leadership in ery community activity, in every community organi-

zation that you have. Thank you very much. 
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