
~AOIO CITY 
MINNEAPOJ.. IS 2 , MINNESOTA 

April 14 , 1948 

Mayor Hubert HUmphrey 
127 City Hall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dear Mayor Humphrey: 

I hope you have heard as many nice comments as I 
have in regard to the nJuvenile Delinquency" pro
gram on which you discussed the Opportunities for 
Youth. This is a belated note to thank you for 
the splendid a.nd timely advice that you gave parents 
during that broadcast . We are most appreciative of 
your cooperation. 

DRS:jmm 

APR 1 1 1., .8 
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Ma r c h ll;L 1 948 KS TP 

Good e v en ing , ladi~a and cmtla en. This !e the~-----

1n our erie a of b:t"oadons t on the aubject-., ______ _ 

--~------------------ · 
'lonit,tht I am happy t in t.r ot1uoe 

t o :r tl ta, o:r Iub rt H. ffu.m:phrey, ho 1 - l nown as t he 

• oun~ man o£ ol it ic s . R1 n ~<~ondoriul .,.oc or d a.s pf.lb -

1 · o of:t'ic a. l is n.o t <>nly a tr :tbut to h im. It ha. been 

cr.tllo a t~1bute to youth. So it 1o partioula.rl;r ap-

ine to apaa.a: bout t ha p;rl)blf}r:l13 or y u.n , peopl e. 

· da , ~d. You know 

I h ave a lov~ly ~1fe and t ur 1 v~l m o 11 r n , and I 

co~nts . I k o aoc m n h are Ba?ontJ yoarc old vho 

a:re still un~ , and t ~nnw Bom m r ~ u~o .rc onl, t enty 

• d. , 1 Vd :td~r :t t l can to 1 T.l - • o:ri o stor:r .i.d. oh 

1eaet Gne ~ood story. 

/ Jll i - tlell . otl:r l a t ·e trrea:b (.!u 1reoa Oou.r t Justice a tal k i ng 

<io m, t he otroet s of ,rat~h:tn , ton, onG day and he Cia · t to 

/ l ovolyo girls ooniu a lo ll{!. lie · as a.bout nin t a t t h.e 
I 

~ ima e.nd he t u.rnetl u,round to his :f'ri nd and s id .. tt oh, 

~f I were enl:r sov>enty a.gain . tt J us t:t.oe Boll ea fough t 
'i 
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tn the Civil a~. ani yet ble eciaiona on tho Suprema 

Oourt bench sha Gd. tho. t h. under a toad. t he modern problema 

flf thQI T tentiath Oan t u.ry. 

Hot wo uld you say that you oa.n t 11 when 

H}!. - I ·t dnk th. t h ine tnat ahn a when a man :ta ra~lly young 

is t 1. 0 t ti ttlde t n.t pro l en c tul b so l <7 • • that va oa.n 

e·et t h ii:'lg u done ,, that t r oou.n try :l s s ill :f'ul l . of op

n ortnl! i t ie • 

Well , Mayor, l e t ne as~ you t . e queet an t ha t ! am r•allT 

· nter~s'ha d i t on1eht . J o you. t h in.t. otu.· ;YOUl1C neople 

t od,'.ly- o.:r y u.;.1g n s :;;> t r 1 t? 

lUi - t d.O:n 1 t know whet· er they a r or 11 o t , b t I ' m a little. 

~~or~1ad. l t.hinlt QUl" ycHm,,.. p O:t?le tod.a:r ha.ve. e.enif icen t 

o ),L:Mrtuni t1e .s c.a tn.d.i viduals to 1 ivo g ood . n.d f 'ull l ife 

and ata nambers of this eo:t .. Ji1Un1 t.,.., tlle er1can oommuni ty 

a 1d ths '<Jorld oommu.ni t y. 

~hat • a a;x:aQtl.;r the ld,tld oi' encottre.gine st tenent 1 wa.n t ·ed 

you. t ,o make ., Ha.yo:r H\lm:phr~y. !:hnr,, suppQse ,-ou e xpand on 

it a.nd. spell it ou.t a little t or ou.r 1 une pa :b>le. 

HJ R ""' F11"S t . 0- a11 , ! 'b.hink that there a.:ra 1onderf'ul oppa;r tt1tt-

1ties in 'btlsina:ss . As a <!:onSWlGr, it a.lwe:rs surprises 

m,., wll.at onde:tful th1ngo t h ' J.~a n..re t o buy, and. how uqetul 

a~·e , and good to l ook a t . l'Oil tno • if I ma.do 1ore money as 
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J.! yor ·.. I ' d. bny more at them. 

- Vm ' l l just tenore that plu - to e t your aala~y lncr ea sedl 
ith 7ou about new op>ortunities 1n bua inss~. I 

am th1l1kine no i of t he :pla U .cs tndu try, of the s o:y b ean 
industry, o · ~adio and telov1slon, t ha no~ k i nds ot tran ~-

port~tion~-and then there is a ll that new turnitur h1 oh 
is suppo ~ed to tit y our baak bat t er--and, o eouroe , there 
is t 1 io enera; • 

To all k no t1 o.n.d n r e ·wor ried. bee au e it opei s 11p 

terrible poaaib1lit1e for the futu re , t i f ue can 

m llt.Qr t ha p rol>lems of aaoe , it ill open up wonderful. 

pos e ibillties for the fut uro. 

!t ... l' s , ~Jcl,, an that rf!>min em of ha t .l. inocln S to ... to.n s 

said onee . ~~ said., ''llu1 1d. a e t -~ ~:~: mou.setra:p . nd. t h e. 

orl4 ill beat ita way to ~ou d oor. " 

..liU;..;:.::i, ::.U , .. Mayor, I hope re don ' t .g ive t he imp ression t ba. t we are 
a ~tine that every Amel"ioa.n can beoo "e a. r.nill1ona.ire·. fe 
a~ aa l n th· t thor$ are st111 v a. t h ri2ons or new 

s ur ra>l me increa aa, v multi~ ,, 

lii l)" th.e op:,;> ortuni ty to Barv~ a.ch ther a. 1d ou:roe lvee. 
/ And I am thinkinG no\ · j,m.rticula:rl · of t he r.'~ricun Tr o.de 

I 

. .-,.;;,~~._'r - ) l1n.v~ 'b&en t · i:1.kin . of t at too. l know i/G oth balteve· 
., th\f\t tho t31'a.da union moYament is .. are t o t y , and t ha t 

it rc>reson t .s. a heal th;r and. vital pa:rt of our commun ity 



lite. I know tha.t 1t.bLs corae- a long tto.T, and that it 

has still e ot long 1.\ t o Oe lt$ Ol!p ortu.ntties tl) 

s.e;rva its mambers a.nd. t · o comr:rnn:tt y are p:rae t iaa. lly 

unl1n itad. 

Ya$. d, I ea.n t hink of a job the trado uniofl mov men t 

ne ds to do i n • . kers' e uoation. I can t hink of what 

it ne ads to <l.o to u. evalcn 'botta. techniques of' labor• 

management relations. I can t h ink of t he job 1 t n eeds 

to do to de'ife lo a p!t'ogram 0 better undcu·standi e of 

t he commu.n i .~..;:r it live$ in • • n I oan: l o t h ink of t he 

job t he uon.nnn.n1ty 1 eed.o t o do t o deve lo a atte:r unde:r-

t onding of the tro. & union u vern nt. 

t!.ho t hel' .e.a. lead :ra o a ir.mly ern. . er o, :r de il ion i st s 

h e much to a ive our sooi ty. 

Hennep in would aay if he e l e to our .t 9 of Hi nnesota 

tod.a:r. You knot! , li'e.tho1• H11J n~'- in was ""'~anch il••a~ti 

J'$Bait. mis s ionary ho camo t Mi n eapoli in abotlt 1 680 , 

a nd I ltonde:r i:f hE1 would ·think thAt ve r y t in po~sible 

hn.s bean accomplis 1ed. a.nd t hn. t ·bhere io no th nc le.ft to 

be done . 

t.H ·- t1e ooald .even t;o fart b. .. :r b tulk than t ho. t , :.Od , and on er 

:- hat those br.a.vG .. orvaeiana ho fir :.vt aa11ed and., e 

bel.ieva., landed some' he;t"e around U.ni.).G.sota , · ou.ld :feel 

if tbey aa.w our thr1v1nB Stn.te toda:r. 
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R A nd o.ll our earl.y Gar o.n and ca.ndino.via.Jl 1t1ini~r nts--

thGy muat have · alt t h t n th y cleared their l and, 

built tho1r :f'a:rm: hou. e··a e.nd rea .. ad th ir o:rops•- they 

1'3U.et h v ·e i~lt that tho..t wo.s t he end of pro.zre sa . 

I Y s , I su? :"O~e All o:f our . eo:pl e in ava:ry deQa4t bave· 

~l·ays felt th t tho jo aa don . 

,; 

But the peeuli~ r thing-~ nd. I t inl'" this iG the 

A1le:t ic:an a ~~titudtl--1a, the.t re l•·a.ys l:no'il t~at th~r.e 

i . ;.len t y o:re t do n p1shinc 1 a • 

h· v a t dency to r est 

on ur l aurels. and Jet , a t t a somo ti~ a . 'a k ep 

~U9h:in · a.hep.d , :t ~ a ... a : u mul c 1 it a c. nl of 

SJlit e:rs nality. 

d J~ila we ar po ~i G t ~athe~ Hen l·pln a nd t he 

l r acien s llore aud h m. n a.n~. cand1n vian. tl!l.-

f.ligr nts , U<a ouc;lt ~o all our youn& paopl o· o.ll 

:races , nntiona.litiaa and Ol"Oedo t at 

ot o ~ortuntty f 7 nll pao_l • 

i e. :1 t e land 

Yea, our D alarat ion of I1de endence snya t at all oen 

a.~e, oqtut.l , a.nrl saoh one of ·bhen haa the ri~ht to hap-

~ in,as • l think we 1 o:ric a h va al\1aya b lieved that 

bat sometimes e have b en too busy or too 1 zy to prac

tioe . at ffl preach. D·y y 1~ v are a in a Gtter 

:eo ord, and I think our yo nc _ opl are· fJO ing to ou t d o 

their tat era inti n.rea of huma.n rel t1on .• 

- 5-



. i\.11 -

irt: -

fe·ll , J4a.yor IIum h:r·ey , I kno t t ;rau . o.vo 'been. t 1e t-

1n ~ and tu.'l'n1n,. . u .t ">a.it n" ... or m· tons you a 

question about the thins olose$t to y ur hea rt-- tha t 

is , th~ 

g overnl'!lent • 

• 1. va ean mL .. :h • ,j,;J d . nu t , f irst ,, I '\:lan t to e:::p l"'in 

•11 · : t link loon eov~rnmemt i a so ir.J ort n t . I believe 

tl at l ooPJ. hov arnn n t 1 · the ounda. t ion c demoeraoy, 

an' unlo s 1e uild a o ' . n ation t: v ol building 

will c unble.. trnl EHlB \'IIi~ oc.n ma r.a de oorc.oy 1 r .1n our 

o 1. c t.' k yards: , o. c ,,.n ' t n<. 

the · :'l i t ed :ia. tj,o 1s. 

Oan I ju. t inte r rup t 1ou a. 

~~ ou1dn t t you. o.y tho. t it .l 

do an • t have t g la.mo :- or 

it wo .. ... ia. ~ inLJ on ol' 

aeon 

tr thnt loo e ve rnmeat 

3X ap~eal t at nutlonal 

~1.nd international e overnnent ho. 1 

HH Yea , that • s true. llu.t ou!" :rou.n ; people ou.g 1t to r ea.l hle 

i l -

t hat at th sa time tha. ·~ tha:; t h ink a. t · lk about 

world go-v rumen t tl ·y out.tht to 1> 0 oonoerned i t h e; ood 

· overnm~nt at home . You 1 o the h i e:h ~-:rs of th o:rld 

are ed b y t e a1n atr9ets of nur ci 1 s and villages . 

Uell , l•tayor Ru~!)hl"e1 , v.hat !lan ~~ yount~ man or wo ;.n do 

:for looal gove rnment? 

Toll, ~irst ott , a :ouna an or oman can tr In himself 

t o b ecome a. publ ic sG ve.nt tJQl"k i n b :fo th publio aood--
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t odorn governme11t i a o nmlic.,t ed and involved businous 

and we: need ~hou.'la.lld und t oUEh nd ot t r ain a p aopl ·e 

dedicated to sarvinc the pu.blio. 

How bou t he young man or • O'·an who do sn ' t wan t to b e. 

~ c!vil serva t , but ho ntill vnn tG to o ao eth1ng 

~ or hi loanl e ov r nm ntt 

often. i" eel t h t p oliticio.n.o r b ad !?c~o_le , a.nd thnt 

co d peo la $bou1dn 1t nr t 1a1 .. Bte in pol itics • 

Sa·,.,, hila y tl. ' e t H.lkin& 'b t\ t t ... t , ay .... ! ro d a. -. 
oll 1 a 1nn =P lin :_len .. o . e .. on l,., 0 . 1o ·a:ra 

tJ.at an OV · :r ~ 1~ in ,.,. majo.J.' ~·· i/ OJ. lnor co.n Y' oplo 

don ' t won t t o be co.., nllit.ic nc . T • t oul confirm 

yo 1,' last nta.t · en t . 

'b d pol1t1.ci.a.ns is been se not enoueh ood ~ eo:Ple nter 

politics. Some ~>eo)) l e t h n t :1 ,; ave thei:r· _, od na.mao 

· y not pn.:rt:l.c1pa t1n ."" in po li 't1c:a , but 1 a t t hey o in-

~ tead is ruin tb good name of t he hole go umuni ty. 

Oan you. "'iva me eo~:le 0peoL ic e:.a.mples o t he j ob t hat 

etlll has to be don~l 

. . . . .. . . .. . 
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