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I wish to thank Radio Station.- for the opportunity which has been 

given me to speak about some of the factors involved in the present school 

teachers' strike in the City of Minneapolis. 

The people of this city have endured with patience and understanding 

the closing of their schools for almost three weeks. The situation is 

nothing short of tragic -- not only has the reputation of our city 

suffered because of this action, but the future of public education in 

this conmnmity is hanging in the balance6 llae :8oea4 o:t' M&e!riliMl, 

._..-&.:tift(M11,......,~t.i~ I have repeatedly said 

unbelievable that a public body and a teachers' o 

which are pledged to the highest princ 

oat 

It is because#er this belief in 
/ 

Board and our teac~ s for a better school )~ 

./ 
system in Minne olis that I have re tedly appealed to them to 

negotiat on with the business of opening 

the schools. 

Hundreds of letters have come to ~ desk asking me what is the 

Mayor doing in this situation. Not o!"..ly ~ve people in our own city 

called me and written to me, but a flood of letters has come from other 

parts of the state asking for an explanation of why this strike has not 

been settled. Frankly, some of them state in no uncertain terms that 

this is ~ responsibility. 
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It is not the purpose of this broadcast to evade responsibility. 

It is ~ purpose in these few moments to tell you the facts of the case. 

First of all, the Mayor of the City of Minneapolis does not have juris-

diction or authority over the schools. Our School Board is an independent~ 

elected body of officials, chosen b.Y the people in regular elections. 

The School BoardAelects its own superintendent. ~ 1l • .... , 'rnm 

illdpent. Met *bi sc;bQQJ s. iNwJ.a 12e.-umQ¥M,:M£1 • .a~pe••**' Ills• :titteJ i!i!lfii!Ll 

bilit,y outlined under the 

charter. ools -the 1 espoMfble ottW-als 

:::; There ~s no wq that an 

outsider, such as a mayor, can compel a s~lementr. Y~t I waat it clearly 
II 

1J.Dd8PiiltggQ. tBe:t this J'!'<etslam baS Weighed heav~ ~on. me, end that.e:sr;~ 

those who look for a scapegoat, S.UQ there are those who are misinformed. 

The purpose of this broadcast is to bring accurate information to those 

who may not have the facts. There is nothing that I can say that will 

in any way alter the opinions or attitudes of those who wish to make 

this school strike a political issue. I for one am not at all concerned 
~ 

about the politics involved. I am concerned, however, about the ta•kn'••u sr 

of some people who would distort the issues and mislead the people by 

unfounded statements. )> ~ 
I 

accused 

selling 
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t to dominate the policies 

s, the attack comes from both sides. 

~r 
I .start on the pr.emi se. that .the sehool: strike auilt be set:tJ.ecl 

I have urged upon both parties that their respective positions be 

altered, and that a fair and reasonable compromise be arrived at. I 

have stated to the School Board, and to the teachers, that the parents 

and the children of our city are not basically concerned as to the 

argument determining which party -- the School Board or the teachers 
AI-" .,.......;~,LA 

e!!1tmj!!;t:!!!!!S,If&~~maE!iSimlliall. As Mayor of this city I have worked 

unceasingly to ~a settlement. Before this strike was called, in 

conjunction with the Superintendent of Schools and the chairman of the 

teachers' negotiating committee, I attempted to promote a reconciliation. 

Every day and every night I have worked with the interested parties in 
..J'A 

the school strike, seeking answers and mald ng proposals for tee solution e 

When negotiations have broken down, I have appealed to 

the School Board and the teachers to get back into their discussions. 

On several occasions I have met with the Superintendent and representatives 

of the teachers' negotiating committee to talk out their difficulties. 

Letters and telegrams have been sent to the responsible officials and 

to the leaders of the teachers. Every conceivable means at ~ command 

has been used to gain a settlement. But I repeat -- this is not a situation 

where an order can be given b.Y the Mayor, and action will take place. 

As Mayor I cannot open the a chools -- they are within the jurisdiction 

of the School Board. As Mayor I cannot order the teachers back to work --

they are free agents. My time and effort has been dedicated to seeking 

a compromise which would in no way jeopardize the -a1iiiR •• !IIli!.!IM.lllllr>: 

Ut.P~v 
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the School Board and the Superintendent, and at the same time would 

bring the teachers back into the classrooms. Frankly, this strike oan 

only be settled b.f a compromise. We oan1t operate schools without teachers, 

and we can't operate the schools in this city without the teachers who 

t!~.not only her~, but in 

all arts oft -Ykewi-se, ther.e is an ever increasing demand 

fo~agj ustments 1 n the-salary-~ohedul-e4ftseWH'er7t;""' as-fii...-MIDilea'i)o'ifei~ 

Everyone seems to agree that entrance salaries 

Minneapolis must be raised.--The Superintendent 

this recommendation--or we will be to recruit new teachers who 

will be needed. has rescinded its action on cutting 

There is agreement on the part of the 

Board ation that the full year's s~hedule will be re-established. 

The is agreement that entrance salaries will be elevated. The issue 

which prevents settlement is none other than one of adjustment in the 

salary schedule for all teachers et•J a I J I> »a liiiW blilitf ~nsap, 

• No one denies that 

there needs to be some adjustment in salaries. The question is when 

should this adjustment be made. The teachers say that the adjustment 

must be made now - at least a token adjustment must be made now. The 

teachers say this because they have had approximatelY 18 years of sad 

experience concerning the cutting of teachers' salaries in the past. 

The Board of Education makes its answer on the basis that money is not 

now available -- that is, current revenues are not available. For those 

persons out beyond the city limits of Minneapolis it should be clearly 

understood that our present city charter prohibits the raising of the 

tax rate for school purposes be,yond 25 mills. Our schools in Minneapolis 

are being financed on the basis of 1930 standards in a period of 1948 
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high prices. This just isn't possible, and everyone knows it. Until 

we can adopt some new charter proposal for increasing the tax revenues 

--a~!••• for school purposes, we have but one or two things to do -

either curtail our program or education, or borrow the money to keep 

the schools open. 

To me it is literal~ unthinkable that a city as properous as 

Minneapolis should de~ its young people the benefits or a full school 

year. The teachers look upon ~ shortening or the school year as a 

cut in their salary, and that is exact~ what it would be. So the 

only immediate answer to guaranteeing a full year or education to our 

students and a full salary schedule to our teachers is the borrowing 

or money through municipal bonds. No one will deny that borrowing to 

pay current expenses is a bad financial practice. Yet because or 

charter limitations, we have been doing this for years to care for om- t -, l t.l 
#CJ }'&Ji 

relief clients and our dependent people. We have never paid~the costs 

or public assistance to the needy on a current revenue basis, and I 

have heard very few people complain about that. I state quite frankly 

that we better make up our mind to borrow for public education in 

this year or 1948, and to do it, recognizing that it is a bad practice 

and one that should compel us to meet the costs or education b,y in-

creasing our revenues for school purposes. I stated to the School 

Board my feelings on this matter. I have stated that such borrowing 

should be at a basic minimum, and I have called upon the teachers to 

recognize their responsibilities to this community and to the 

educational system. 

We have a new Jlix city charter which will be voted upon March 24. 

Some of the people who are today opposed to borrowing to keep our 

schools open are supporting that charter. Yet, even it the new charter 
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passes, we must borrow approximately $2,000,000 for the balance of 1948. 

If the charter does not pass, we will 'still have to borrow the same 

amount of money if the school year is to be maintained. So, quite 

frankly, no principle is being sacrificed here, because the necessity 

of borrowing for 1948 school purposes is clear and unmistakable. There 

is no other ~ out, so w~ kid ourselves~ 
been stated repeatedly to the members 

upon the Board of Education 

of compromise. 

e settlement of our present 

difficulties. 

d the teachers will meet tomorrow, 

partie are prepared to negotiate a settlement which will r 

sclfuols~ 

~ o; every tragedy it is possible to find sources of strength 

and elements of good. The people of this city have either been misinformed 

as to the needs of our school system, or the.7 have been indifferent to 

the requirements of public education. Our population is growing. The 

number of children and young people in our schools is increasing every 

year. The costs of maintenance of school buildings, of supplies for 

school purposes, the salaries for teachers and other emplo.yees, have 

increased. These increased costs are evident in~ man's business, 

and in any person's home. I ask a plain and simple question -- can you 

as an individual operate your business -- can you as a housewife maintain 

your home on the amount of income which you had available in 1938 or 1940? 



-7-

Frankly, the school system of Minneapolis has been getting along on just 

such a basis. School costs have gone up much more rapidly than school 

revenue. It is high time that the people of this city recognize that 

Minneapolis cannot afford the waste and the extravagance of failing 

to support its institutions of public education. Our school buildings 

need repair - the lighting is terrible - the walls need painting -

ma~ of the sanitation facilities are in state of disrepair and in need 

of replacement. Modern equipment is needed. More teachers are needed. 

All of this requires money, and all of it is of the utmost importance 

to our city. If there is &qfOne to blame for the present situation, 

I think it can be honestly said that we are all at fault. Surely we 

need more state aid. All cities need that. The National Education 

Association points out the necessity for federal aid to education, but 

let's not put our problems in other peoples' laps. The fundamental 

answer to the needs of public aiHKx education in Minneapolis rests with 

the people of Minneapolis. You can scold the teachers -- you can blame 

the Superintendent -- you can concemn the Mayor of this city - but when 

it1s all said and done, the teachers, the Superintendent of Schools, 

the School Board, and the Mayor have repeatedly pointed out to this 

community that public education in Minneapolis KXX is starving to death 

for lack of proper nourishment, which is just another term for lack of 

adequate revenue. If we want good teachers, trained and skilled in 

their work - if we want modern education for our children -- then we 

must p~ the bill. I see enough money wasted in this city for what some 

people call BKKX entertainment and pleasure to finance these schools 

again and again. 1J.Iry commtmity which can pack the auditorium night after 

night for prize fights and wrestling matches, and can fill the baseball 

park to overflowing, and the hockey arena to capacity - &qf community 
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which can support 200 liquor establishments and a host or night clubs 

aqy community which has a backlog or thousands or orders for new 

••tww.Wilwxf•cK automobiles -- is a community which can afford to pay 

the costs of public educatio~ 
The only kind of politics which should be injected into this 

present school crisis is the politics or shame that it should ever have 

happened. I trust that each and every one or us will resolve that this 

shall not happen again. I trust that we will recognize that the strike 

which was called on February 24, and the action of the School Board~+f..t 
A ..,L "~~~ ~ .ft-r . 
fv;t:/' v willl:ei.,.. ... .,..-~ that stri'ke - na.tilli.l~~--aoptei;Waj~.:cla=li:IRII$iiJl6trl 

1ai failure to meet the needs or public education over the past generation. 

************ 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


