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Today is one of the proudest days in our great Amer

ican tradition. It stands unique among the holidays we 

celebrate in this country . 

Labor Day is not like the Fourth of July when we 

recall the signing of the Declaration of Independence, one 

of the great and formative events in our history. It is 

not like Washington ' s or Lincoln's birthday when we honor 

our great heroes of the past. 

Today we celebrate no single event, we honor no 
~~ ~-~'"}~ ~-dt.l.~~¥<-.. .oe- . ... 

single leader in ·our history. We pause instead to pay 
) 

tribute to millions of men and women . Their names are 

not recorded in our history books . They never will be . 

They are the men and womP.P who--now and in the past--

have worked all through their lives to earn their caily 

bread by the sweat of their brow . 

They are the men and women who go down into the 

earth to bring up coal and iron; who climb dizzy heights 
~~,a~~- '-,-."; . .:..v~?-'::-~;:J:f';Jt.:.:")'#Jg;~~ ·""•.'>:-";,"Jo' "" .., •• -: -~ ......, .. l!;AU~~~~"'4~t*.d~~-~---~~i-~~~--

tO build great skyscr~ers; who stand on assembly lines 
~.-~....._~. ~ ;.:1,-W~"'<'·~"'~-~-;:.><"'t.·-

to m~e automobiles; who drive tractors and plant seed; 
~~":"~ '<( ~, ... , ,;.~ ~-- .... ·--~-........ _..~.,--~ .......,~ ;),QI".,....-;.i. 

who do the many services for us that make life easier . 

These men and women continue a great tradition. 

They are descendents of the pioneers who sailed Yankee 

Clippers and cleared the forests and laid the ra.ilroad 

tracks . 
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Labor a.aactiteJsetl!l!gt mdt1Uii$fi3 8MH_ Jl'e made more 

than a material contribution to our nation. There is a 

_far gre~ter job that labor has done in this country. 

American warking men and women have helped produce 

a good that far surpasses anything other nations offer 

for export . They have built a product that sta.YJ.ds as a 

challenge to all men. It is a product that c~~not be 

i a e . ., ~QJtYb··~ 
It is democracy 
,:·.,:r:s ...... ~-

seen or touched. But it can be felt . 

In the twentieth century, democracy has been pre

sented with many new and formidable problems . In fact, 

deiTocracy is a never-~nding challenge to its people~As 

mayor of a large city I can tell y0u that each day brings 

a new crisis thClt must be reE~olved, a new injustice that 

must be righted, a new problem that requires a brand new 

solution . Our purpose--the general welfaxe--remains stead-
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fast. Our basic principles contained in the bill of rights 

remain the same. But we are called upon to constantly in-

vent new methods, and new techniques, and these demand the 

hiehest intelligence, the most gifted imagination and the 

generous good-will of all the people. 

In meeting these problems of our century, bnts 1 

the labor movement is helping to lead the way~ ~II• 

• C! $&557 '••• ·d'T'O. 11*
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t+ ~ 2
2}11 £ :o:;:J:I,y • ••-- "-" ... 

#~+ J;.be atrHamtlllii't781 OO'iflifrP*mitl~~~~"'~~ii!OOMilfl · Jilt 

£ 1 I!JiftiJ'tfW§tlliiiF .luiiiJQMIPa .QilliiJbf U I I!J!WiilL __ iiI Li' Ullki;liaii . .. O. 

01~ A free and :ii 'JAw trade union movement is synonymous 

with a fr:e and heal thy democrayY • . ~ks tao i r Ri 1 IHJi'Wi?iRi 

_..j;C'IU§d@:GQL@@f GbfhW]III;ztJIU42§019VHIJN: I I ,.. ra •. a j diQW:illft so 

in 1n 1 If ii.. iBII'n 

otttnif&tut:a&n~ H Jiaa&WiJ :iitaiil?iiiiii~ll tti gp;. 
i:r s ur sr · 7 

1: L &b t I I && 6£ JUG &iWOWMJf®I&€111! • .< T~e charter of our trade unions is the ]bill of .}ights. 

If there is no freedom of assembly, workers cannot organize 

for united action. If there is no freedom of speech, workers 

cannot talk among themselves and decide their course of ac-

tion. If there is no freedom of press, workers cannot state 

their case to all the people. 

The American worker has had many grievances, but he 

has always sought to right those grievances within the 
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framework of democracy . By legitimate union activity, by 

presenting his petition to all Americans, by voting, the 

American worker has fought--in the democratic way--for 

what he biieves to be right and just. 

There are some poli ticia.ns, and there are some of 

them right here in this State, who bitterly complain that 

labpr is out touget ~h!?.!!}1( in this coming election. Unwit.;;: = _,. 
tingly, these politicians have paid labor a great compli-

ment . They are emphasizing, just as I am, that American 

labor is peaceful and democratic--that it will present its 

case at the ballot box--the American way . J JJ.I..IJL, J A 1~,/'t - =tJ, • co-..r.--, f V <fl.""" V' .. 

Instead of complaining that · exercizing -tlf;_J.~ 

democratic privilege, these politicians should ask why the 
~ 

worker is going to vote against them 

American labor is wedded to American democracy and 

seeks to present it e case to the American people through 

the American democratic process . Our trade union movement 

is native to our soil . It has consistently rejected all 

totalitarian ideologies. Fascism, Communism, Ku-Klusixm 

and all the rest of the isms have found little response 

among American workers . 

Our trade union movement is not class conscious, it 
• 

is community conscious; it is not revolutionary, it'~ 

evolutionary; it does not believe in the dictatorship of 

the proletariat; it believes in government of the people , 
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by the people and for the people . 
• f' 

At one time or another every ism, including~ .ft~ .~~ 

b_u_s_i_n_e_s_e:_i_s_J_has tried to control the .American lie;M .. _Il=oiA.. ~ P 

These isms ha~e been rejected, are being re

jected and will be rejected by the American worker . In 

the 1920's the Communist party made a deliberate and con

certed effort to capture control of the American Federation 

of Labor. Communism was repulsed. In the thirties and 

forties, the Communists tried to infiltrate and sieze the 

CIO. They haven't been able to do it . In those few places 

where they still maintain power, the Communists are losing 

ground day by day . They're being licked the American w~y-

by free men who can out-think them, outwork them and out-

vote them. 

its brief history, the American trade union 

movement has done more to destroy the influence of Com

munism in the United States than the Thomas Committee or a 

dozen Thomes committees will ever do if they sit in con

stant session for the next hundred years~ 
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The Americ~~ workers have orgenized to achieve 

equality--equal barga.ining power, equal treatment under 

the law, and equal opportunity for the pursuit of happi

ness. Workere~anized to achieve their rightful place 

in the co~~unity. TheAmerican tra.de union movement was 

founded on the principle that workAre should be a part--

an equal part--of t_A&. :JA~l.i• Srfiifii~. J:;ot w=.!or ,,.Ji~ 

Sl.fpe:~;,i,pr; an equal part of the whole community. 
4¥ 

Our unions have followed the creed of Abraham 

Lincoln; a creed that said"as I would not be a slave~ . 

'' neither would I be a master )l 

American labor wants equality, not more, not less. 

There are some politicians--and there are some of 

them in this State--who possess short tempers and short 

patience about the trade union movement. 

They have short memories, too. They would restrict 

and weaken labor in its drive toward equal rights. They 

do not remember the times of inequality, the yea.rs not 

long ago when strike-breaking was big business. They do 

not remember when finks and goons could be hired in any 

number to break a stri~e. They do not remember the days 

of sweatshops and lookouts, of company spieR and company 

unions. They do not remember the mine oper~.tor of two 

decades ago who ignored safety rules, and took back what 

little wages he paid out in the profits of his company 

store. 

What these politicians of short memory forget is 

that American trade unions have survived desnite bitter 
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opposition because they fill a great need in the community, 

and because their goals are American goals. 

The trade union movement has humanized modern indus-
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bar~ining table of the e(Ployers and the workers. T,he 
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1 
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The city worker wasn't the only one seeking ~~a.~~= 

in the ~The same kin<! of movement took 

place in the country. The 11~iantism" of big business in

vaded our farms, too, end the farmer had to chPnge with the 

economy. The farmer didn't face gigantic factories and as-
M ( 

sembly lines. He faced giant markets where he had to sell . ~ 

his produce. He fa.ced a ma:rket that he couldn't control 

and couldn't predict. 

The farmer did the same thing the la.borer Cl.id. He 

got together with his friends and joined e. union, to9. But 0~ 
_L) )'Y~~ ,._ 4 f' ~ 

the farmers celled their union a cooperativl: That was the - 1 ' 

way he humanized the commodity market; that was the way he 

got more of what he deserved for the work he did· that was 

the way he assumed more control over the forces · that made 

up his life. 

In 

his work 

the 

the wheat or He 

he sold it the market. 

say "I dir'l. tha So 
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By joining together in cooperatives and trade 

unions farmers and workers have increased their strength 

as individuals. Cooperatives and trade unions have made 

a greB.t contributj on to individualism in the twentieth 

century. 

In the early days of trade nnions in this country, 

union members were concerned with limi tect objecti veso 

It · ?'11b diG IIIIo L ;mln?*nrt •a 1 ItS bs**lilt Pfinii'D' 1 d' 

But as the labor movement developed, and as the com-

munity began to respect and recognize the labor movement, 

our trade unions took their places as full fledged members 

of the community. 

The labor movement turned outwards. Unions changed 

their struggle for the improvement of their own members to 

a struggle for the impTovement of everyone in the community. 

Working men joined their fellow citizens in the councils of 

government. Representatives of labor became respected ~~d 

Then the to lead the whole 

community to new ideas and~ fields of democratic en

deavor. They began to seeR 4laws for the entire community . 
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They began to speak about public housing and health insur

ance, about anti-~onopoly laws and regional valley author

ities. They spoke of minimum wage laws to protect the un-

o:~zed worke,rt!l' ;ts rreteat tdtit ?Y'D]Qifjlj)u lid liriJ!b?• · 

F~ arts '8 0 T Labor began to consio.er more than 

itself. Labor began to think of the farmer and small busi 

ness m~n, and the professional and the white collar man. 

Workers spoke out for better education and for fair 

American labor has shown that it is willing to 

assume its obligations in the world community. It has re

jected the narrow doctrine of isolationism. It actively 

seeks world cooperation and world peace. American labor 

has sunported the Maxshall Plan, the Reciprocal Trade . ' 

Agreements Act, the International Wheat Agreement, and the 

United Nations. American labor has shown that it is will-

ing to make sacrifices to live in a free and peaceful world. 
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As thanY-s for their heroic war work, as thanks for 

their no-strike pledge, their harmony and helpfulness, 

labor got the blame for all the inevitable difficulties 

' of a world following its greatest war . 
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In the wave of weariness that followed the war, 

our people were tired and politically indifferent. Only 

one-third of our citizens went to the polls in 1946. They 

elected the 80th Coneress. 

In the last two yeRrs, labor has reaued not its 

just reward for its role in war, not apt commendation for 

improving industrial relations before the war. Labor reaped 

its reward for failing to go to the polls in 1946. 

For big business, the 80th Congress passed a tax 

law that gave big investors a greater share in the war 

profits of their corporations. It increased inflation and 

gave corpore,ti ons more of the profits they earned from in

flation. 

For labor, the 80th Congress passed the Taft-Hartley 

act, a punishment for the postwar irritations all of us 

felt that no one was really responsible for. 

With major problems like housing and inflation 

facing us, this Congress made its greatest contribution to 

our postwar world-- the legclistic, complicated, harrassing 

and threatening Taft-Hartley law. 

There are enough loopholes in the poorly written 

law to send all the unions of America into bankruptcy. 

There are statements in this law in black on white that 

will let employers break a union if they want to. But we 

have yet to see the full effects, because the full employ

ment we have now gives workers an extra bargaining streneth. 
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Since the passage of t his act there has been a 

lot of talk about its effect. There i s even a special 

Congressional Committee to re port its progress . It is 

called the Taft-Hartley "watchdog" committee . That's 

the wrone name for it. It should be callen the Taft

Hartley "whi tewash 1' committee . It is not telling us the 

complete story . 

This Taft-Hartley 11 whi tewash" committee doesn't 

mention the reasons why they have f ound fewer strikes under 

the act. It doesn't mention that the National /l,ssocietion 

of ManufP.cturers has been telling its members not to use 

the act for a while--at least until after the election . 

The 11 whi tewash" committee ignores the fact that 

many employers just don't use the act--they don't like it 

any better than labor does . It i gnores the fact that full 

employment should be the period of labor's greatest power, 

yet real wages have gone down, while real profits go higher 

every day. 

It ignores the fact that the real potentialities 

of this act will only be seen when men are unemployed . 

And they ignore the obvious fact that strikes went down 

faster since the war before the Taft-Hartley act than 

after it . Under the Taft-Hartley act the old strike 

breaking technique of the injunction is back . Fifteen 

times in the first year of the act the injunction has 

halted union action . 

Under the Taft-Hartley Act the company union has 
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equal st.etus with legitimate employee unions. 

Under this law certain strikes are outl~V'ed on a 

broad general scale without regard to whether they are le

gitimate or illegitimate strikes. 

Under the Taft-Hartley act when a recognized union 

is on strike, an employer can re~1ace them with non-union 

employees, then hold a new election among these non-union 

employees and discard the recognized union that was out on 

strike. 

Under the Taft-Hartley act, one ~8~--the Labor 

Board General Counsel,--has dictatorial powers over the 

entire labor-relations field. 

Under the Taft-Hartley le.w, the labor board is so 

jammed up with case~ that it cannot h~ndle an emergency. 

But the greatest crime of the Taft-Hartley law is 

that it substitutes bureaucratic procedures and leeal decrees 

for free coll ective bargaining. This law creates a vast 

governmental bureaucracy to tc>1~e the place of free employers 

and free trc-de unions. 

That is the Taft-Hartley act. Injunction in place 

of negotiation. Courtroom bargaining in place of collective 

bargaining. Legalism in place of humanism. Bureaucratic 

decrees in place of voluntary agreements. 

The men who passed the Taft-Hartley law preached 

industrial peace. They posed as friends of labor. They 

said they only wanted to restore the balance between labor 

and capital. And all the while they were saying these 
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things they were doing something that gave the complete 

lie to their words . ~~ 

They were crippling the Department of Labor . Today 

many authorities believe that the Department of Labor has 

been so severely weakened that it will not survive as a 

separate cabinet post . 

Let's look at the figures: In the curre~t budget 

the Department of Agriculture gets 577 , 000 , 000 dollars . 

That ' s all right . Agriculture needs that appropriation . 

The Department of Com~eroe gets 172,480 , 000 dollars . That's 

all right . Business needs that appropriation. But wcat 

did the Department of Labor get? The Department of Labor 

was slashed to 14,500 , 000 dollars . Labor got about one 

sixtieth of what Agriculture got . Labor got about one

twelfth of what Business got. This is the action of Congre~~ 

that says it wcnts to restO-re the ba.lance between labor and 

business . Twelve to one in favor of business is what this 

Congress thinks is an even balance . 

The Department of Labor was established by law in 

1913 . The bill setting up the Department set forth its 

purposes ; the purposes of the Department were 11 to foster , 

promote, and develop the welfare of the wage earners of 

the United States; to improve their workin~ conditions 

and advance their opportunities for profitable employment . 11 

All these fine purposes have been repudiated by 

the 80th Congress . It has not abolished the Department ; 

it has deprived it of the necessary funds with which to 

operate . 
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The great Bureau of Labor Statistics--which has 

bee~ URed by both business and labor alike--was slashed 

first 40~ and then 13%. Now it will have to eliminate 

many of its vital studies . The Women's Bureau dealing 

with the problems of 17,000,000 working women has had to 

close its field offices . So did the division of Veterans' 

Re-employment . The Wage aaa Hour and Public Contracts 

Division, which acministers the minimum wage and maximum 

hours law will be able to inspect only 7% of the plants 

that fall under its protection. 

What the 80th Congress didn't Qestroy it took away 

from the Department of La.bor. Ove_r President Trumc=m' s veto 

they took the United States Employment Service away from 

the DP- partment of Labor. Then, under the Taft-HaxtlP-y law 

they took the Conciliation Service out of the DepBrtment 

of Labor and set it up as an independent agency . They 

claimed it was too partial to labor, although it had a 

record of settling nearly 90% of all industrial disputes . 

And now I W&"lt you to listen to something. This 

is from a political platform of 1944. It is the Republican 

platform. I quote: 

11 The Department of Labor has been emasculated 
..... 

by the New Deal. Labor Bureaus, agencies, and com-

mittees are spread far and wide . •.• . . . and have no 

semblance of systematic or responsible organization. 

All governmental labor activities must be placed 

under the direct authority and responsibility of 

the Secretary of JJabor . 11 
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In 1944,the Republicans promised to strengthen the 

Department of Labor . In 1948, they have almost destroyed 

it . 

This 80th Congress cannot pose as a friend of labor 

when it crip,les the Department of Labor . It cannot solve 

all our post-war problems by blaming everything on labor . 

It cannot wave a magic w~nd and do away with strikes by 

writing a long and complicated law which few people under

stand. 

Strikes are made by unions . And unions are people . 

Neither trade union leaders nor trade union members like 

strilces . Strikes bring hardships to e,ll members; long and 

unsuccessful strikes may destroy the union and depose its 

leaders. 

Men and women strike bec ause a.s human beings they 

have human goals and human aspirations. They strike be

cause they have just grievances . They strike because they 

live in tenements . They strike because their wages do not 

buy enough to feed and clothe their families. They strike 

becau8e they fear the coming of a depression and unemploy

ment. They strike bec ause they work under dangerous con

ditions of employment . They strike because they are not 

recognized as human beings . They strike because they be

lieve they have received unfair treatment at the hands of 

the rest of society. 

This Congress did little or nothing to remove the 

real causes of industrial conflict. It has done little to 
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curb inflation. It has done nothing to remove tenements 

and build decent low cost housing. It has kept the mini

mu..-n wage at forty cents- -a figure that mocks the American 

worker. It set up a Council to plan against unemployment 

and then ignored all of its recommendations. It has failed 

to defelop the great regional valleys of our country. It 

ha.s done nothing for those who need medical care. It has 

failed to move forward with a social security law that will 

provide for our people in their old age. It has failed to 

act for the people and has spent its efforts against certain 

groups. In short, the 80th Congress has failed to represent 

the AmericP-n people, it has failed to speak for the American 

people, it has failed to act for the American people. 

What this 80th Congress has failed to c:' o is the 

unfinished business of American democracy. It should be 

the program for American labor. That program should con

sider the welfare of all the people. 

As we approach election time, these are days of 

bitterness and even hatred. Labor has been badly treated 

and unjustly blamed. I do not underrate this injustice. 

But tonight I ask my friends in the labor movement to put 

aside all thoughts of narrow partisanship. If you seek 

justice not vengeance, all Americans will join you. If 

you seek equal treatment, not special privilege, all 

Americans will support you. If you s.et your political 

aims no higher than revenge, if you make your goal no 

deeper than an attack on all who voted for t .he Taft-Hartley 
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law , you will turn back the movement of unionism and ignore 

the place of labor as a full paxtner in the whole community . 

I want to ask you to judge all candidates for of

fice--! want to ask you to judge me--not only by 90r atti

tudes on labor la.ws , but by our full platform for a better 

United States and a better world . 

You, the man and women of the labor movement, have 

achieved an equal place in the community , a place of respect 

and leadership in the comm~~ity . I want to ask you, in 

these days of critical importance , do not abandon your 

positionfor one of naxrow partisanship. 

I am proud end glad that more workers are registered 

to vote than ever before in our country's history . 

This is a critical year--for all the world . I ask 

you to think as a paxt of the whole co1nmuni ty . I ask you ' 

to vote with all the issues in mind. I ask you to lead 

forward all the people with brotherly consideration for 

the farmer and business man, with a great vision for the 

peace and happiness of all the world. 

* * * * * * 
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