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TEXT OF AD:::>RESS BY HUBERI' H. HUMPHI&"'Y, CA.L'\IDIDATE FOR UNITED STATES SENATE, 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Tuesday, October 5, 1948, 8 P.M. 
(Originating in Bemidji) 

Fellow-citizens: 

In the last several weeks, since the opening of this campaign, I have been 

in all sections of the state. I have spoken in literally hundreds of cities, 

villages, and to·nns. I have visited with people in all walks of life-- farmers, 

workers, business people, professional men and women-- and I have discussed 

with them the important issues of our time. 

Vfuerever I have been-- whether attending the FiltmOPe County Fair at Albert 

Lea, or a rally of Steelworkers in Hibbing, or a meeting of the Farm Bureau in 

Wabasso, or a gathering of professional people in St. Paul-- I havo found a 

persistent note of anxiety, a worried and apprehensive outlook about the future. 

The people of our sto.tt;lr- as e~sewhe:re in our nation-- are raising a basic 

question. They are $~a:rching an~iously for a clear and meaningful program that 

wil.\. give new purpof.l e , p.ew vi.taJ,.i:tJy, fl.P.9- new ~onfidence to our Q.e~oratic way 

of +ife. 

There are many issues in this campaign. They a:re issuef? that concern o11r 

foreign policy and our domestic economy. I have discussed the various specific 

issues in detail, striving always to make clear why they are important to our 

future as a free nation. And, in future broadcasts, I will deal further v1ith 

the important aspects of the specific questions. 

Tonight I want to do more than just set forth my position on the measures 

that will be before the 8lst Congress. Tonight I v~nt to discuss them in a 

broad and meaningful framework,. to relat e them to the needs and the hopes of the 

people of our state. 

I want, in short, to give you my philosophy of government-- a philosophy 
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which is, I thtnk, the philosophy of .America., Because it is only in this con-

text that the specific issues of the campaign have meaning . 

so many progressive movements that are native to the American spirit. 

It is fitting , too, that the keynote address be given in the land of the 

legendary Paul Bunyan, because the story of Paul Bunyan is the story of the in-

comparable determination of the American people. And these are days which 

demand imagination, energy , devotion, and, above all, eonfidence in bur own 

strength and in the promise of our ~ay of life . 

There is nothing strange nor novel nor new about my philosophy of govern-

ment. It is as old as our nation. It is as old as the idea of individual 

liberty that gave oirth to our democratic form of government . 

But it is a philosophy, an approach , which needs constantly t o be restated. 

It ne~ds constantly t o h~ve new ~ppliG~tions, new interpretations, new vitality. 

And , under our form of gpvernment~- wh~re the ~epple sel~ct• py their free vote, 

the men and wome;n who ar~ to represent them in the hall$ of Congress-- it is 

the office-holder and the office-seeker who must provide these new applications , 

this new vitality. 

We must insist, therefore , that the candidat es who stand for high public 

office shall come forth with honest , simple, direct statements of their political 

philosophy, because today throughout the vmrld three fundamenta lly different 

ideas are competing for supremacy. And, if we who believe in d emoc~acy lose 

this struggl e on the ideological level, we shall lose the entire battle. 

At the heart of my philosophy is the belief that the richness of our 

country is in its people. To me, democracy is the means that enables us to 

unfold and relea se the talents and abilities of every person so that they may be 
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used fully and construct ively in the pursuit of individual happiness and com-

munity well-bning. To me~ democracy is the key that unlocks the storehouse that 

holds the secret treasures of our human resourc es. 

T~is understanding of democracy-- this commitment tc the belief that each 

individual is ent itled to a station of dignity and self-respect in our nation--

I have carried with me during my experience as Mayor of Minneapolis, 

In admiaistering the affairs of a city of a half-million people, I dis-

cover.:Jd again and have come to appreciate more fully the deep meaning of the 

democratic idea . Here are people-- fiv e hundred thousand individuals-- each 

with his ovm problems, his ovm aspirations, his mm needs, his own personality, 
. . 

and his ovm individuality-- each searching al ways f or the activityf the work, 

that will give greater .P.leaning to his own life and to the life of his community, 

We have come to und erstand that the goverJ?lllent, whether it be the township 

board or the municipal council, the state legislature or the national Congress, 

is not something r E;}moved from and apart from the individuals who make up the 

community. We have J,.ee:.rned the real meaning of the idea that the goverrunent is 

the servant of the people, 

We l earned , for example; that, if the people v1ant to rid their comm.uni ty of 

the influences of the underworld, and, if their elected officia ls are honest and 

fa ithful t o them, the job can be done. 

VJe l ea rned, too , that it is possible to achieve harmony and und erstanding 

between business and labor, if government is used in a constructive , democratic 

fashi on . 

We lea rned that it is possible, where the public effie ials are prepared to 

work with c cmr.J.unity leaders, to institute programs and aG.cpt legislation that 

strengther. the human r e lations among our people. 

We learned, in short, that government can be a positive, construct ive force 
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in th'3 impr o'~·e;:J.ont of o·.1·: i:ldi,·"5..duc.l <:nc c n::,!"J.•.:njty ljv8s,_ 

But \,.le als.J d~. S.!CV.Jred +:het vm l~.ii.J in a s ·.:·ci ety that has become hghly 

compU~eted, Er.cll c:f us: in this day of Illi::1SS :rroduction and rap::.d eoill!itunication, 
is d cpe.w.lE-ni:. Lpc·,1 Pvo:-:yone elsu for the food we ent 7 for the clothes vre wear , 

for th e ::;e ~c-vices we enj oy., And 1 similarly~ the ci t i es are dependent upon the 

stnte and nati ·Jnal g~vcrnm:mts for assistance in d ealing with the problems that 

concern the day--to--day li"~tine, of the people. 

We l Gc: r ned that the problams of housb.g , of the cost of liviEg, of old age 
security , of protecti on a gainst i.illemploymeht , of an El deq_uate tax base for our 

numerous s ervices-- these probl ems a r e the c oncern of the Gntire nat i on and must 
be dco.lt with on a nat,i or..a l basis. 

As our society has become mor e complex , as each of us as incividucls has 

become mor e dependent upon the j oir..t a ctivity of a ll th0 other individuals, we 

have turned to gov errunent for he l p i n many fi Gl ds of end~c..vo r. Over t.he ~rears, 

government has b een ca lled upon to control the rates che,rged by ra i~roeds , to 

subsi di ze needed i ndust:ries , to provide public educat i on • to est~blish practic es 
of fa ir t r ade , to build hi ghvre.ys , to establish broad programs t hat would pr otect 

us frcm mass unempl uymont , to contr ol unf~ ir practi ces on the stcck market , to 

ensur e the bank deposits of the small , cvor ago person , and t c pe rform a hos~ of 
other s ervic e s . 

Nov'l gov ernment has become part of our thinking , part of our a cc epted patt.ern 
of life . We l ook tc government as a nEAtural partner in the affair s of our com-· 
munity-- on all levels, l ocal, stat e , and national ~ 

But we must raise some s ori c,us questions 1 b <:cause ther e ar e dangers on the 
road of governme::1tal participation in the affa irs of our people . r~c must esk , 

what is the pr oper :role of gove rnment? Will the undertaking of specific pro~octs 
curtail or expand our cher ished fr ee doms? V-Th i ch J)[.rticular acts 0f our govern-
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ment will broaden the framewo1·:CC of t1. G!r. •) e;::-a.~.-y J ·,:h~. c:1 wi.:i.~. narrow ~ -t? 

Now there arc thos e whl) speak on t,hes e questions in an irrAsponsib l o wny. 

There arc those who say·- -· duri ng the pori uC: of an el e ct ion campa i gn-- th~ t I~ too, 

am for s ocial security, tor increused ol d age pensions~ f or a n adequa t e housing 

program, for adequa te assistan~e t c our v ot8r a ns- But . then , t hey make a s thei r 

first order of business the opposi t i on to these measures b ec ause~ they say, the 

adoption of these measures will restrict the area of our freedom. Or they say, 

I am also f or reducing the expenditures of government , and reduction in expendi 

ture must c ome before these specific humanitarian measures. 

There ar e thos e who talk about government as the "dead hand." They talk 

about aut omatic ec onomic forc e s that ad just supply and demand. They talk abqut 

government having n o proper pla ce in th e adoption of constructive programs of 

housing, s oil conservat i on , rur a l electrification, or human rela tio~s. 

I say to them tha t gove rnment is n ot the "dead hand. 11 It is, it must be, 

the warm heart cf cur nation. We must, by our j oint effort, make g overrunent the 

living hand that offc:rs us prot ection and s ecurity by he+p:ing us, •s indivi dual~ , 

to work and t o live together . 

The American society of the Twentieth c entury is a complicat ed mechanism. 

It is a s ociety that can crush and distort the individua l personality . k can, 

if we follow a policy of drift, be swept int o a mass-ma e lstrom that would destroy 

the Whole of the dernocrotic concept . 

As a result 1 t here a r e these who-- l acking courage and lacking i nsight-

vJould r etrea t to the Ninet aenth c entury. They talk about freedom with a glibness 

that is matched only by tl::o sha llovmess of their thought. They r a il against 

l abor f or s eeking a bette r life , but they hav e net one critical ·word f o r the 

ala rming c oncentration of wealth in our nc.tion. They raise a 'banner , upon w:t1i ch 

they have inscribed the word freedom , and l oudly shout down the attempts of the 



people t o use their gover ! .. nJ.o::1'c _(or thJ logi ::; :i.m:J.t. E JYL'.::-po se c 1' i mp-r cving their 

liVing conditions a 

"dead 

whom they should know osp eci l:! y well, 

'~t is the legiti m~~~~ne~~i 

t o do f or t he peo ple what the people 

p r eiTt:lrt th e 

t h e ·tulle r us o c f cu:r '1w..::m mtd 

~--~~~~~~SM~LinCO·~~---------------------------------J 
The rol8 of a democ ra tic g overnment must be one that undertakes the 

responsibility f or marshalling our r esourc es~- human and material-- t o make it 

possible f or ea ch American t o live t he full life . Vle hav e t h e abundance , we 

hav e t he skills, we hnv e t h e vita lity. What we must have is renewed f a ith in 

ours elves~ an under s t Emding tha t freedom cnnnot e;x:ist without security and that 

security cannot exi s t without fre edom. We must discov e r and d ev e l cp the tech

niques, t he methcds tha t will enable us to r ealize our hopes and still not l ose 

our heritage of fre edom. 

I have s a i d that in t he worl d toda y there n r c three fundament nlly different 

philos ophies of government compe t ing f or suprema cy . 

On the extreme ri ght, we fin d. thos e who b elieve t hat gov ernment b e l ongs 

t o a small group, tha t our public polici es should be controlled by thos e who , 

in s ome manner-- pe r haps bacause of t h ei r wealth-- are especia lly equ i pped for 

t he r ol e of gov erning. These pe ople would d eny full s ocial, economic, and 

political participation t o thos e who a r e of differ ent skin or of differ ent 

nationa lity. They do n ot believ e in the dignity of the individua l. They are 

impati ent with the democra -':: ic ·way. They f ea r in the ir h ro.rts the power thnt 
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the people have in a democracy. They worship at the shrine of c oncentrated wealth 

and would , if they had their ~~ray, give over the det ermination of public policy t.o 

those with the greatest personal ec onomic stake. 

The most virulent form of tho extreme right philosophy is what we call 

Fascism. But it exists in milder, if no less danger ous f orms. It reached its 

extreme under Hitler. But it did not dit:: with t.he defeat of Hitler. Tho S 3Gd 3 

of this philosophy of gover nment exist wherever there a r e people who b elieve that 

one r a ce is superior t o an(~her , who b elieve that t he people ar e not fit to gov ern 

themselves, who exalt our nationa lism or the nationalism of any nation above the 

humanita rian needs of the entire world. 

The s ee ds of Fascism exist in the unc onscionable concentrat i on of economic 

power in th e hands of a f ew , power f ul c orpor ations, Tha s eeds of Fas cism exist 

wherever there a r e people who would deny the civil rights g uaranteed in our Con

stitution. The seeds o f Fa scism exist whe r ever there are thos e who say, with 

glibnes~, "labor is a commodity ," 

The second philosophy competing for· supremacy in the world-- that of Communi s!Tl., 

on the extr eme l eft -- is the t win of Fa scism. They hnvEJ so muc h in c ornnon. Both 

exa lt the i dea of dictatorship. Both have cont empt for the democrat ic processo 

Both deny t ho dignity and i ntegrity of the indivi dual pers on. Both deny human 

va lues. Both make t he most ruthless use of any t echnique , howev er barbaric or 

cruel, to advance the ir ca us e . 

Both v1ould r esurrect ancient forms o f ensla vement in modern dress . Both 

advance their ca us e with t he f a lse cry that they s eek to s erve the people. 

Our concept of government , our philosophy uf democra cy r e j ects with equal 

vigor both Fascism and Communism. VIe s ee them as t vm side s of t he same count erfeit 

coin. \7e see them as enemi es a llied together in a c onspira cy aga inst the c ontinu-

anc e of our freedom. 
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Ours is not a r.tiddle course, a compromise between Fasci. sm and Communisme 

Such philosophies admit of no co:-:1promise . Ours is a course of h onesty, of 

decency, of respect for people and for human values. Ours is o. philosophy tha·c 

says, we believe in the people, we believe in education, we believe in truth and 

honesty and the other old-fashi oned virtues. We believe that all people are 

entitled to share in the life of their community and th eir nation. We believe 

that, in. the end , our course-- the humane, decent course-- will triumph, and that 

we will gain fina l supremacy, because our philoscphy is consistent with the 

hopes and dre ams of all mankind, ev erywhere, be cause our philosophy is part and 

parcel of Christian ethics and morality. 

When we turn to the matter of foreign policy, we find th.e most dram tic and. 

most significont application of our philosophy. l~e are today challenging the 

anti-democratic forces. We are mere than chollenging thorn, we a re conquering 

them-- by the successful execut Lm of the Marshall Plan. 

The Marshall Plan is a positive humanitarian pro ject. It is the most chal

lenging, dynamic, and ambitious program ever a t tempted i:q the history of the 

world t o give life ond hope to millions of people, t o raise them from the depths 

of their despoiring soci ety, and to make ther.1 and tha ir society part of the 

liVing world again . 

\'Ji th the Marshall Plan we are vJ aging peace on a sca le which we learned to 

wage vvar . V'le have learned tha t peace is not n negative, stop-gap period b etvreen 

wars. It must be v.eged as diligently, as ' determinely, H' it is to be a.chieved . 

The Marshall Plo.n is effc:ctive. It is working . It is v!inning its batt l e., 

It is winning in Ita ly, in France, in many other countries. The f orc es of Commu

nism and Fascism are on the defensive because America is a s invincible in waging 

peace as it is in waging war . 

Thl)Se who t ell you differently, those wh0 fought and vot ed aga inst this l as t, 
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best hope for peace, stand before you as the enemies of humanity, as tho un

thinking b edfellovrs of the Coi:l!nunist Party. For anyone, my opponent or the 

Communist Party, who voted against or fought a Gainst the Marshall Plan sought 

inhumanly to deny the right of people t o live. 

America ca:Q. stand proudly before the v10rld in the lmowledge that it 

maturely accepted its serious r esponsibilitie s to humanity, that it is keeping 

f a ith with its traditions of fr eedom, democracy, and humanitarianism. 

But, as we view tm future, our ultimnte goal lies beyond the European 

Recovery Program. Our ultimate goal is world gov e rnment. 'toward that goal the 

Unit ed Natiuns is a be1;inning . rTe must, if we are to be faithful to our ideals 

of democracy, give unswerving devotion t o the United Na t.i ons. 1Te must seek 

constantly to improve it, t o make it the success it can b e . 

V!e should pre ss for int<3!' nat i vnal disarmament and internationdl. c en trol of 

armamen ts , for the int er nnt i cnal contro l of atomic energy, and f er an interna

tional police f orce. Vfe must give our full support to an int ernati onal bill of 

rights. We should support placing of st rategic bases under the United Nations 

trusteeship to establish police stations for security purposes . VTe should s ,, ek 

the expansicn of the jurisdiction of the world c ourt, and a 11 nat i ons whether 

l a r ge or sooll shouil:d b e brought under its powers. 

At the ri ght time and with the proper morel l eadership, this country must 

pres s for the elimination of a v eto power in the Security Council. i'li th creat ive 

imaginati cn , we must press f or those pr o jects which, through tho United Nations, 

vnll lead t o the pr op er democratic use , development, and conservation of cur 

human and physical r esources. 

In a 11 our a ctions, we must remember that the idea of ·world govern:nent, the 

idee. cf worl d security aga inst mass destruction , is a powerful i dea that moves 

the minds of men cveryvvhere . VIe must show uur belief in world g ovGrnment ty .:;:x:c-o 
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hibi ting a readiness to bring our case before the bar of world opinicn and t o ~:>cGh. 

its solution in cooperation and agreement with other nations. 

O:!n' for eign policy is following still another democratic c):l..annel in the form 

of the reciprocal trade trea ty program. This has been America's answer to the 

need f or c ommerc e betuoen nati ons. The free fl e:w of goods , lika t he free exchan ge 

of i deas, builds peace, undor ·sta nding, nnd good-will. Recip:m ca l trade is Ameri

ca 's ans~'ler t o tho false principl e of a high protective t a riff tha t holds, in 

effect , that Je should turn our ba cks upon the needs and hopes of the r e st of the 

world. 

Those who would cripple r eciprocal trade tret.: ties, thos e who would have our 

country withdraw from a full participation in the economic life of the world, 

si!!lply do not understa nd the nature of the s ociety in which we live . Again they 

would retreat to the past; they would ignore the r ea lities of the modern world . 

Now, it iS crystal clear that, if ther e is t o be a bett er world , it will 

come about because cf the political , e conomic , and moral leadership of America. 

our f oreign policy finds its strength and its inspira tion in the people and t t.e 

resources of our c ountry. The climate of our socia l and political life at home 

will determine the success or failure of our f~~eign policy abroad. 

We cannot, therefor e , have a clcuble-standord by which we judge our polici es 

abroad and at home . We canaot say t o Europe, treat l a bor with respect und dignity, 

and then at. home pass ha rsh and puniti vo lab or l egisl ati on like the Taft-Hartley 

Act . Vle cannot sa y t o ~urope , enc vur a ge the deve l opment of cooperati vo enterprise, 

and then at heme adopt l egislat i o!l which r estricts and curtails the deve l opmer:t of 

our O'l:'ffi c cope r-~ti·re mov ement . 'Te cannot say t c Europe , all peoples-- r egardl ess 

of race or r eligion-- nr e cntitl81 to equa l trentment , and then nt home fail to 

t ake the steps that guar a nt ee equa l trea tment for cur o>qn citizens . 

The eyes of the ·world arc turned towards America . i'Te live i n a political a ,.,.d 
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economic glass house. We cannot talk democracy to Europe, r e spect for l abo r : 

admirEltion for coop Gr Fl tiv e enterprise , and n deep concern f or educatiun , anc: th.3.:c 

at home-- by action and ina ction-- str ike out at l a bor, curb the cooperatives , 

fail in our r esponsibility t m·Jards vdu(:o-t-.i on, and p ermit th e ever-grmvi ng con

centr nt, i on of ec on or.J.ic power . 

Our f or e i gn policy VJill always be only an extension of our domestic policy. 

The t wo a r e i n sepa r able . 1'Te cannot be progressive and democratic a broad, and 

r ea ct i ore ry and ant i -democr atic a t homo. 

Just as vm must give mor a l and political leadership , s o we must be pr~ared 

to continue material ass istanc e . But we cannot give ma terial assistance , if our 

e conomy is weskened by inflati on . 1/Te cs~ot fUlfill our commitments on forei gn 

policy for European Rec overy, if, through mismanagement , we find ourselves the 

victims of depr ession, unemployment, and economic di s a stcr. VJe cann ot help f eed 

the nillions of our fellc·nmen in Europe and Anerica , if our agriculture is im

poverished thr ough failure to c a r e for our soil . 

Ours is the t ask of not merely holding the line or of l ooking b a ck to the 

good old da ys . Vle must meet thi s cha ll enge · by the dynamics of cur sys tem of 

enter prise and by our ovm pcli t ica 1 f a ith t o gr ow , to build , to expand . 

It is in this spirit that we must move ahead with rura l el ectr ificat ion, 

that we must r eclaim the millions of acres of our eroded soil. America needs 

theso p r ojects; the v:orld needs thel"l-- for today and for the future. 

Milli ons of peopl e in tho 'I.'Iorld today a r e living on a starvat i on diet. 

This vita l, desper e1te need for food makes it i mporat ive that the 8lst Congr ess 

implement ar.d broaden a sound , long-range agricultural pr obr am for Americe . 

Nev er cgain shall A~erican agriculture be the plaything of gr ain spec~ators, of 

the stock mar~c et , or unscrupul ous fi :nr':lncia l interests . 

Just as v1e need a basic d.oc larati on of hurm. n rights f or the United Nations , 
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a B ill of Rights for all America, we need a set of economic rights for American 

agriculture that provides ninimum guarantees for price, protection of markGts, 

and orderly distribution of commodities . 

But thoro arc those who say that such things arc a restriction upon the 

freedom cf our people. I say to them that these thinr,s expand freedom. I say to 

them that our agricultural progran is sound, progressive, and constructive. 

It is givin~ tc the American fermer price supports, crop loans, farm credit, soil 
conservcticn, orderly marketing, and agricultural research. 

Our economy is a diversified one . Just as we must have an economic program 

for agriculture, so we must estcblish minimum standards for American labor and 

industry. mmtever those who live in the Nineteenth century may say, labor is 

not a commodity. American labor is humanity. Fair labor standard~, minimum 

wages, health protection, free collective bargeinitig-- these are not privileges, 

these ore basic rie~ts of free men. 

American industry is entitled; indeed it must have, every fair and just 

cons ideraticn of government. \'le have prosperity when business makes a profit. 

And it is a legitimate function of government to assist-- as it has in the past-

the projects of industry that expand and develop our economy. vre should encourage 

and foster American industry through trade treaties, government financing, 

through subsidies to the extent that such assistance is justified by our nationnl 

needs~ 

The vitalitY of our democracy rests in the strength and intelli gence of our 

farmers~ workers, end business people working together with governmental help 

where it is necessary. 

The t errible fury of war twice in one generation has demonstrated the 

importance of tho health and education of our people. To fulfill our responsi

bilities of worlu leadership we must be a people who are educated, who are stro=s 
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in body~ who are skilled in their labor , educated in their responsibilities of 

cHi zen ship r and possessing a spirit of understanding and compassi on. 

Ours is th8 t ask of developing to the utmost our human and natural re

s ources - , 'Te must harness the rivers to bring us the power of electricity so 

e3se2i.ttal for good living and for an ever-expending ;?reduction. 1.'Je must control 

the floods, reclaim the land , develop our transportation, and utilize the 

nchiovements of science towards building n stronger, a healthier, a more pro

du.ctive America, 

This is the task of our people, of our government. A free people will 

undertake this challenge with determination and confidence. In those instances 

where individual initiative and enterprise arc net equal to the task, a free 

people, privileged t o have a government "of the people, by the poo ple, and for 

the people" Will join hands with their government in accomplishing tm se vital 

objectives. 

This is what we mean by free enterprise, the free society, by democracy. 

"Te ore free to chart our own course, to plan for our own destiny. He are free 

to experiment, to visualize a bright futureo We are free t o tackle these 

mi ghty projects individually, through cooperation, or with the assistance of the 

helping hand of government. 

'f.'Je dare n ot fail., We are in the battle for a free world. The secret weapon 

in this struggle is the ability, the energy, the intelligence of the people of 

America, working side by side with the freedom-loVing people in the other areas 

0~ the world e 

This iS our faith for living. It is as old as the story of Cain and Abel; 

~·;e are our brother's keeper. It is as Americon as the Declaration of Independenc e : 

which p~oclaimed for all men human equality and liberty. It is as new as the 

Atomic Age, an Age in which the science of htunan relations must ITD tch the s cionc3 
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of te chnology., It is onlythrough democracy that the ma terial go.in o f science 

can be directed toward the common good of ma nkinde 

:!:n this s pirit and this f a ith :, we know that we h ave it within ourselves, 

wi th tl'.e help of Almighty God. ~ tl1a power to make this world a ll over again, to 

r~a~iz0 in practice the democratic ideal. 
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