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ttJr~ 
1.vnen t he.t returns mre in l a st Nov ember , my friends wondered 

if something rere ~rrong with me be caus e I . v ...... s such a sober 

Senat or - elect . Vie had s. o1cen ourselve s hoarse in all t he c ounties ; 

~ we h d tl.riven to to •n after t o;vn in j eep to tell t he pe ople •rhat 
~ 

k ind of a progr am rve wanted t o see in our c ou n try . ~· e hafl. vor Jced 

(night after night with little sleep . And ve deserve d a day of 

) jubile e . But I vas sober . 

I Wc..s s ober be c P.use I knew t hat nothing ·vas ·von excep t t h e 

right of the liber a ls to move on to the ba ttlefield . I was sober 

b e c ause I "kne ·v t hat the mistakes of t h e past c ould push us righ t 

back off t he field again . .A..nd I knew t hat t e people expected 

eno..c t !"'len t o:f t h e prouram t hey he rd. s o much about from us during 

the Cc.mpa i gn . 

Voices CE'.me tlu 1 on ch t he emot ional u proar of No vember 3rd , 

precU.cting that t h e l iber .ls vvere :fa r :from str on._, enou h to ao 
1
h .t 

t h ey h op ed to d o t h is Je or' .Ancl I began t o ch eck lists to tr iT to 
... 

find out just how 
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thro,.l~h t he ~ ceremony of be c oming -
I hc d no sooner gone ~ ~ 

a United St ate s Sennt or than I _ ealized t h e she er :phys ic .:~l _ 
strength a Senat or h o d to h~ewe to kee:p from s i YJJc i ng . Ma i l 

li ter,.lly poured i nto the off ice . People trant e cl jobs . They . 

wanted export lic enses , t h ey fJfill t ed visas . They v .nted to sell 

1 S nrodu c .Ls of their factor ies , They want e d me to he l p t hem 
surp u ... _ . u 

get houses t :,ren ty miles fr om t he ir mothers - in- l aw l Pe op l e c ~.me 
in drov es . They wanted to see [tbout l egisla tive mP..tters , :personal 

m.. .tters , business matters , or maybe they just want e d to .visit 
few hours_. I want to tell you tha. t a enat or ' s visitin& ho1..rs ar e 
a :precious fe v, Just 2sk his f;.., Yl ; 1 -.... . 

,J~I. ...I..-'-t.t ~ 

I n the mids t of a ll the adjustments thc. t hacl to be mnc.le , I 
le arn~d very soon in t h is session th.c:.t :peo:ple vere t Rl J i .ng in 
t erms of priority l eg isla tion , I didn ' t l i ke 2riority t ~lk t hen , 
and I don ' t like it now, The j ob i s t o :pnss a s much of t h e Presi -
dent ' s })rogram as Ve C .,n this session , and vha t We C dl 1 t ee t 
thr ough i mmed i a tely , we r 11 do l R.t er , and i f no t t hen , t hen ..,,ie r 11 
ge t it af ter t h e next e lect ions l vil1en a l n.w i s nee ded i n t h is 
1.-.. nd of ours , no c omb inat i on of Senc>.t rs , and n o combination of 
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repr e sent.:.,tiv es , and no strntegy and no tac tic s m~e go i ng to keep 

th~:. t h :1.1v from being rmssed eventually . 

I was a ssisned to the Commit t ee on Labor ... nd =: b l i c ~·lelfare , 

1 · · t t 1 "Th ich I s i t It 1vas t he hope of t h e 
tJ._e on y mc. J or c Oinm l ee 01 . I • 

ma jority on that c ommittee that ve c ould epor t out a b ill thnt 

would have Senate ~C. c tion by the t i me tho.. t ne v c ollect i v e b o.r a ining 

c:.greements were being negot i ated . ·, e wante d to assure t he mEJ,jority 

of people who had v ot ed over :rhelmingly to r epeal the Taft artley 

Act that fr e e collec tiv e barge. inine You l d prev c;.il this y e ar , and 

thcc,t t here ·would be no r e:veti t i on of the k i nd of c our t su:vervis ion , 

i f you please , of labor- management r e l a tionships th~t ve hav e ha d 

under t he Taf t Har tley l r-tw . A minority of ... G])Ub licans on that 

committee , however , s ,w fit to use dila tory tac t i c s to ke ep t h e 

ThomEs Bill in c ommittee l onger t han it had to be . I s y a mino i t y 

of epublic nns-- I am not inc ludine Senator s :Morse and Ai ken vho 

s how·ed by t he ir (lUestions that they vrere interested in esta.l)lis_ i ng 

a J·ust ne.t:tonc:.l l~bor ·n oll. cy . T1·1 e m · · t ~· l:' 1 - 1no 1 y succeedecl in · de l e,y ing 

Senate a c tion on t he Thomss Bill . 
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held its h enrin . s , i ncluding ni.,h t 

s essi ons , the fight w, .,s s h r.,:p i ng U ll on t he civil rights issu~ . 

I n 1 917 , tLe Sena-te v ot ed a rule of IJr oc edure u nder which a c l ot U'e 

d b l r: S t r ncl_ v o+"'d by 2 /3 of t h ose Sena tors :petition si.O'ne y u ena o s ""' -

v oti11_g , coul d s to:p unlhni ted deb a t e on _-, nmec sure H . I n t lle 80th 

Cons-ress , the Pr e sident :pro tern of t .e Senate , Sen~.t or Vcndenberg , 

inter:preted th .~ 1 91 7 rule to me~n t hnt L cloture :petition c ould 

not be aD:plied to R mot ion to br i ng a bill b efore t h e Senate for 

deb a te . Isn ' t it obv ious tha t if c:. fili b s ter is '- llo,·ted on 

mot ion to bring a bill before t ~ e Senate , t hat b ill i tse l f vrill 

nev er s e e t he ligh t of deba te ? 

Ye t Seno.tor Vr-tnde nberg i nterpreted t h e v10rd 11mer.su1'e Tr in 

the Senate rule a s only one t h i ng : na s pecific Act of Congr ess il . 

I s ay , p e hP.:p s f .cet iously , t hat I th i nk er icr-m l exic ogr aphers 

r oulcl turn over i n their gr aves if t hey knew t hr, t t hous rmds of 

dol l <'.r s f!e re s2_1ent o::_JerP..t i ng t h e Senv. te of the United States v:h i l e 

Sen:::>. tor·s wr angled over the definition of the ~~ord :::.nd 

what tn'e J.· ntent V" S 1· t h · d f .J... , ~ .n e mJ.n .s o vn e gen t l emen i n 1 917 ilien the 
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·ord 'lfl.S wr itten i nto the rule . I R r:J. willing to a c.c ep t t he 

op i nion of Senat or Kefauver , a Southern sena tor , mind you ~ v· h o 

po inted out in his ma i den spee ch t h e other day t 1at t he obvious 

i ntent of t 11e gentlemen in 1 917 ve.s to :pass . rule t nc.t vould 

stop filibusters--per i od l 

. Th e 80th Congress drop:ped t he m<- tter there , only t oo g lad 

to have t he hot pot~ t o of civil r i ghts placed out of its r each . 

We , in t h e Slst Cox:tgress , de c ided to l ock horns ri t h t he issue . 

Remember one thing-- if we lost t h e fi eht on rul es , a t l ess t so 

far -- 'le h ave a c c omplis h ed a very imp ortan t th i ng . vle forced t h e 

issue t o the floor , n.ncl forced t he p eop l e who had p ledged t h em-

selves for c i vil rights to f a c e u p to t he issue . For t h e firs t 

time , the Jl..rneric 11 11eopl e could witness a deba t e on the fl oor of 

t he Senate involving their civil right s and for t h e first time 

they could c ount heads and knov1 wher·e t hey stood with t heir 

e lected represen t a tives l 

v'Jhen t he rules fight c ar.1e to t he fl oor , t_le Vice President 

of the United St~ t es , in h is c apacity a.s President of t he Sene.te , 

i nterpreted the 1 917 rule on limiting deb4te to npply to a mot ion 
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to bring a bill before t } e Senate for c ons icl e r a ti on , Vice -

Pr e siden t Bo.r k l ey ' s ruling iT OUl d have limited deb <-.te on f,,ny motion 

before t h e Senate , h2d not the Senate overr,led h i m by a v ote of 

46 - 41 , The overruling of t he Vic e President g .ve us no che.n ce to 

test c l ot11.re on the motion before the Senate . The v ote on t h e 

Barkley ruling ~as c onfus ed v ote . Some of t h ose vrho voted ae; .. ins t 

the Barkley ruling did so out of p<rty l oyalty to Sena tor Vc. 1cten-

berg . Others who voted f or the Bar k l ey ruling would h <..v e voted 

a.g._ inst clotm·e 't h e next drw hc.d t h e rul i ng b een < )prov ed , Don 1 t 

l ook a t a 11yeall on t h e Barkley rulil18' a nd t h i n.l< you hav e d isc overed 

a new libera l , It is signific an t the.t of t i.1e 4 6 v oting ag ins t t he 

Bvrkl ey ruling , 23 were Re:9ub l ic ans , only 5 of 11hom were elect ed in 

1 948 . 19 vere Souther n De.10cra ts , who '!ere ex.D ect ed to vote that 

·way to head off civil rights legislation . Of the 4 De mocrn ts ,,rl 0 

could be c onsidered non- Southern , only 1 was elect ed in l u{ 8 , 

:n1en t he Barkley ruline; fell , thei·e vere t :to a ltern c.tives . One 

was to 'l.dj ourn the Sene.t e , drop:ping t h e issue 11nt_il other pressing 

l egislc tion was !H'tssed , and t h en i n troduce t l e fi ..::,h t aea in , 
1ri th 

the hope of fl_ e t t il',.D' m.- · · 1- 1 - ~ ·~ dJOrl~Y ru_e in the Sen a te , Th e other 
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\" .. s ·to m<:tke t he fili u s t er a fi lrht of sheer physic a l ,_.lterna tiv e ,_ .._, 

d r> nd wh en it brok e , t o intr odu c e t h e Hayden- VJher ry en uranc e , cv 

r e s olution , which vroul d hav e r evised t h e r u l e s ' .. nd l imit ed deb a te 

on any mot ion by a v ote of 2 / 3 of all Sena t ors v o t i ng . 

The Hc~den 'fuerry r esoluti on , I submit t o you , qas t he 

c ompr omise on t h e i ssue of r ules and civil righ ts , Th e J)'re sident 

of t he Uni ted Sta t es c ~ lled for ma jorit y rul e , n ot 2 / 3 rul e in 

t h e Senat e , Ma j or ity rule i s t h e onl y k i nd of r u l e t h nt c a n 

prev a il .vi t h t h e l e ast de.ng er to demo c r a cy . I am i n s ympat hy fi th 

minor ities ., I hav e b e en i n t h e i nori t y p os it i .on too mnny time s 

to overloo1<: t h e op inions of mi n or i tie s . And I s e..y t o you t hat there 

i s n o ot her W<.y to c onduct t h e bus iness of t he United St a tes Senat e 

t ha n by ma j ori ty r ule . 

The Hayden - ·. ~berry r esolut i on , c a l l i ng for "· 2 / 3 v ote of 

Senat ors v oting r a t her t han a mc-. j o:r. i t~r v ote , w. s t he c ompr orn i s e 

bey' ond rh ich I vas no t willl' nP-. to ao , Nor"' d1'd I t h ' nJ th t t b ~ .._, ' · 1 c a . er e 

could be something 1Horse fo iste d u p on us and 
0 r a c ed vi t h t h e n ame 

rrc om:pr o ~11 i s e 11 , 
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t h 
'

r>.s c. Senate f i li buste· , in sp i te of For tv1o clP.ys - ere -

the i mpending end of rent controls , ECA cvnd ot_1cr fl.}_1]_)r opr i P.tions , 

d t he onc ominR of suring floods , I heard rumors i n t he l obbies , an '"' _ 

~ncl in t h e cloakro oms , ._,nd on t he f l oor of the Senat e th~.t the 

dissidents vere mee t i ne , and tha t t hey would arrive c t an 

nho n orevb le" c ompromise t hat vould ... l l o v t h e business of t e Senat e 

to g o on , Le t me maLe it clear thE:.t I did not par t i cip8.te in t h os e 

mee ting s ; I kne v nothing of '1- h,..,,t t h e Tl c om:proru i se :r vas u nt il .afte r 

t he people of the United Stntes h ,-.d been c l e r l y c om:pro ised . 

No , t he en=te was not ad j ourned , nnd t he fil i bus t er didn r t 

end from l a ck of enduranc e . I ns t ,ead , out of the cle e,r lue , we 

go t <:1. new compr om i se , 52 Sen t ors go t togethe~ -- So1therners , 

e:publicans , and a hRndf nl of mou n t ain and border st _ .. t e Demo cr a ts--

to sign a IJ lede e vvl ich was presumptuous l y l c beled a c ompromi se , 

That pledge Cc..lled for the p •. ssing of the Wherry substitute , by 

vhich clohu~e could be npp lieCI. on :::,11 mo t i ons excep t a r :tle chrmge , 

but-- - the v ot e s of 64 Sen .tors vould be needed to limit d eba te , 

64 Sena t ors l Thnt means that 33 Senators c nn stoiJ me from v oting 



9 

on e.n issue . Th<-. t rnee.ns that if 33 ' enators want to filibuster 

nn issle to de~th , 63 Senat or s hav e t o ~b ide by their de c is ion . 

I submi t to y ou t hnt tha t is not the majori t y rule env1sioned by 

t he signers of the Constitution of the Uni t ed St 8.tes , And f't:l.rther , 

v1e are not no ·r e.llovre d to ch'!.lj.ge the rul es of the SenEte unl e ss 

vve c c.n breo.k P. filibuster . The Senate r u les w.re to be fr oz en till 

){ i ngd.om c orne be c c.;,use the men who occupy en" t e se P.ts i n t h e year 

1 949 chose t o fit t he rules to t he u nknown f'ut ur e l 

Yes , the 1:/herry S'\Ibsti t ute vr.s })assed . A..11d a l ong vri th it C c~me 

t Rl k of a l! d.e 2.l n to pc.ss some k i nd. of t n ti - lynch ing l aw and some 

k i nd. of ant i - p oll t c lm so thHt 'le ·wou1d be sho vn t h t re g ot 

more vi th t h e \Jherry substi t 1. t e t h r.n •re .voul d '-">.ve hnd :V i thout it, 

Yes , vre 1 11 get an c,nti- .fync_ i ng l f'. v'f pe J·hap s , ~md PlllJ e e r 11 get 

some 1 ind of nnti- 2} oll t cx l f;N , but I vn.nt to see the epublic an s 

g o b:=tck to their c ons t ituents of t he North country r....nd t e ll t hem 

why t hey d i d.n t t ge t t h e Fair Em1Jloyment ]?r a c tic es Commissi on thtv t 

they t hought they rer e ge t ting when t he Republic n s vvave d t heir 

pl, __ tform , 
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The-
8 

hfl..s b e en ._, go od deal of t 2.l k f',bout a reinc r nation of 

, f t h e c ould · uo , old "'enublican- Dix iecra t c ofl.. l i tion , 110 v ar . u 
t __ e l! 

•that devas t a tion they could do • There hnv e been Cass , .ndrP.- l ike 

w .,rnings E<.b out t he end of t h e Fe ir Deal , A few days e,go , I 

Sc. r little encm.rrag ement t h"'.t the c oalition ould not i ndeed 

per ];Je tuate itse lf . TodR.y , I sincerely believe t . e, t t he Republic f'.ns 

t hemse lves donTt see any end t o t h e FRir DeP.l . .u en ts of the 

l a st fe I.J dc,vs indic a t e t hat t h e c oP.li tion w .,s ,_n inform['.l , tern-" 

:p orary , rrange ment --but it can be useful to both partj_e s , reme.Jfl.ber , 

if it is ne c e s s ary to t hem in t he futur e . I t h ink t hat a 1 ::.rge 

num1)er of t l te Southe r ner s p,re quite wi lling to g o a l ong 11i t h the 

libera ls on ~lmost all but civi l r i 0 hts l egis l Rtion . Certain1y 

t h e Sou t heT'ners ure vi t2.lly i nterested in t h e l11J_ral :iHect r ificat ion 

Ao_ministration aJ d in the TVA stec.m ·11:?.nt and in cot t on su_:-1 por t 

prices c.nd hous ing . T: ere hP.ve a lre :=,,dy been ind ic a tions th~.t t h e 

Southerners vill meet the res t of the Democrati c Party on a s ood 

po.rt of t h e Fair Deal . The Rermb lic f',ns 1 f' Ve be en u reed by members 

of t heir o rn 1.1arty to P,v o i d · morgrmatic r12.rr i nc;e -- r.s tl:.ey?i·ou l d 
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put it--wi th t he Di x iecr a ts . 

S J... • t o"' '",I, r cons Hl.er inbo· ren t c ont rol . And cufter 
T e ena ~e lS l l u 

ren t c ontrol , ot her :garts of t he P:!'es ide nt r s program '<fil l b e 

t k :But be l ieve me , we r r e not for e ett i .ns b out civil ri,r:;hts ! 
o, en up . 

The one :possib ility of g etting civil rights , [CI'ld I mean more t hP.n 
token civil r i ghts , i s to st<,y in sess ion t hrouehout the yer;r , 

keep t he Senate in \.'c,s ingt on and l e t t he debate g et c s ho t a s;l:;h e · 
we ,,ther l I llc-,v e p,lr ee..dy begu.n to circu l Rt e a pe tition Lnnouncing 

t h(.t the signers E>.re re ady c.nd vill ine to s t .... y i n sessi on until 

civil r i ghts l egislat ion is c onsidered c.nd v o ted u p on by the 

Senate , -- t".ncl the signers so fn.r a r e enc ouraging , They o.r e men 

v-l1o a re 'filling to stand up D..nd b e c oun ted for c i vil r i ehts . And 
we r 11 for c e ev ery SenA,t or to s t and u :P and be counted be c Fmse the 
J?eOJ:l le have , , right to know who they hav e elec t ed . 

I am willing to g o furth er_ t han t he. t . I c.m vi l ling t o g o t o 
the p eop le P.nd tell t hem vvho. t hc.s hRppenecl in t he Congres s . I 

stand firml y 'I :i. th t he Preside n t of t he United St 8.t e s in his belie f 
that the pe ople 1ill demand enac tment of t he program for vili ich they 
v oted .. I have faith that t he job tha t lfc, s beGt:m in 1 948 'l ill b e 
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t · d ~~-.1r c 1· t i ze:1.s hP.v e c orne close to t he ir g ov ernme nt . con 2nuc • v L. 

They fe el i t l They vc-mt t o knov 1.'/h?.t t hey c an do to m?.k e it 

reflect ma j or ity o~ inion . Tile issues i nv olve e ,ch person dire c tly . 

I Ea jority rule , g iven t he s t ory . And under 

ma jor ity rule , l e t e tell y ou , t he t iredes t i ssue in t he Bl s t 

Congres·s , but t he i ssue wh i ch vill no t be a llowe d to sleep- -

and I me ,n civi l righ ts --c i vil rights are g oing to be c ome part 

of t he .A.mer i cc.n trP.d.i tion . T ere is no othe r issu e vnic h c ,,n 

t a ;:e pre ceden c e ov er t h e right of a n .A:J. eri c n t o the Amer icn.n 

denocra tic herit age , 
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