
EACERPTS FROE SPEECE BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHH.EY AT TESTIMONIAL 
Dif.llmR III HQI,JOR OF DR . RALPH <T. BUNCHE TEHDERED BY '.L'HE NATIONAL 
COlWERJ~:JCE OF CHIUSTIN·JS AJJD JEHS , Yii\ LDORF ASTORIA, NEVI YORK , 

JUNE 9TH, 19h9 . 

It is altogether fittinB and pr opr-;rt.that we here this evening 
jrJin our minds and hearts :i_n a common tribnte t o a gr eat American and ci
t izen of the Horld, Dr . Ral ph '3unche , 2.nd a great institution int"rested 
i n devel opinG a c oncept oi' human brotherhood, the National conference of 
Christiani3 and Jews . Throughout the csnturies there has been a constant 
s trugg l e be tween the forc es which would advance civili~ation, and those 
that won.ld rc:tard it . There have been the gr eat warriors and the gr eat 
humani tario.ns . 'de are pr oud to have as our gues t thi s e venin g a man vvho 
combines in h::..s be:iJ1f, and in his life ' s Hark the ideals a nd aspir ations of 
humanitarians thro:J. ! ~h cllt thA agt~ s; who epit oEJ.ize s the basic r eligious 
tAachings of huncm bro th•.::rhoou expounded , championed and strengthened by 
t he National Conference of Christians a nd <Jeivs . )Jlwn the hi story of these 
tir11es is >v-ri tte n, tht: nar1 n of Ral ph LT. Bundw ~orill r ank vd th the ~rea t hu
mani taria.ns o:J: the Horl d . Hi s calm, r eas oned and s ci e ntif ic approa ch to 
human su:ft"rin g has ear ned for him the~ respect of all pt:: opl es e ve rywher P. . 

G aanY honors hav< ~ r e cently bAen his. Hor e t han any other man, he 
deserves crecht for E: n cl l ng the vrar ln t he Holy I~and . Gr andson of an A.frl
can :s l ave , he has CtXltribut ed to the es tablishment of f r eEOdom and peace for 
htmdreds of thousands of hunan beinr;s in the Hear East. In the island of 
~ho~lcs, -~whE.;rf; tb~ Isr~oli-.Sg~rptian o.rr.1ist. ice was sign,xl. , he hear1f r:~~~ 
I•J &lH~ r J~yt on pral sc; lns 11 superhw:1an l abor 11 • He hear d :8g2rpt ' s Se - -
call him 11 one of tlw world's great es t rrJ.e n". He was the recent recipient 
of a S~ngarn, award for ·:,he mos t distingui shed ach i evements in 1948 by an 
AmE-~ ric Nngro . '2lw "~morican ;\s sociation for the united nati ons bestowed 
its annual awar d for outstanding s f;rvic e to Uw 1'rorld or gani zation upon J 
him . Only r Rccntly- he vvas ch os cm the "t.,ather of the '.reS!r.". OM~-~ i>vO.iiolla,-1·~ 7 {\.. 
he was given th i-l honor of being ofSer ed the Olip.Or.tuni ty _to be Assistant 
Secre t ary of thu State Department . 

!_These tributes arc more thRn ,just pers onal t:ribut f;s. ~hey are 
more t han t h f; rr:cor;nition of a g r eat Ftan , a r,r eat dipl onat and a great 
peacemaker. Thr;y arc the r~ o cognition of the; fact tha t then'! is a pos itive 
forc e in th e u orl d vihich i s f or p"ace , that thm'e i s a detcm:n.inat i on in the 
peoril e s of th f~ worl d tha t ne ver aga:>.n vdll t hEr 8 he war. Ther e: is a con
viction i n t he nincls anc.i h(' arts of all peopl es and all nP..tions that with 
con::> tructi vc: effort, ill-L\~ lligent tll :~nl;:in i , ;)old i.i!1d courage ous acti on , 
peac ~) and f r eochn >ril:!. be a r eality , 

Tie i n Anu~ric "l an~ t he refore pr oud t hat an Awe rican ci t i zcn personi 
f i r-; s in himt.>d_f th:;se r,n::nt a s p:i.r ations , )Je are , of c ourse, disappoi nt ed 
that Dr, Bunche chos <; not to provide hi s s ervices through our own govern
ment , and v'ie o.bhor the: circm~stanc ~-, s whi ch l ed him to t his d e cisi on . We 
a r e grateful, hmre v\;r , anc!_ proud of the fact t hat l1e chose to c ontinue 
r,i v:Lnr, hi s s " rvic es t o th,, world . For that t he vJorlcl will be all the 
ri cher , and as citizens of the vro:rld we; , too, vvi ll s har e in tha t wealth . 

-
9 ,. 

-
f CJ 

4 (/ -

j 



I have attended~these National Conference of Chris tians and Jews 

meetings for many years now. Usually I find that we meet either to commemo-

rate an achievement, a step toward realizing the values we hold, or we meet -
to seek out new remedies for t.."'le old pr oblems of human relations. 

Tonight we must combine t.h.e t wo kinds of meet ing . We meet to 

honor a man and pr ai se hi s achievements - a man whose personal eff orts, know-

ledge~ great skill and diplomacy made possible one of the truly outstanding 
) 

victories of our generation - a peaceful victory. Here i s a man who has 

surely caught the imagination of the .American people, a man who is known and 

s..h.all be known as a ~of peace and understanding in a time when the 

wisest statesman and mo st schooled diplomats have had nothing but failures 

in seeking peace. Here i s a man honored throughout the world, respected in 

hi s own nation, f or he has brought new meaning to the ancient Hebrew word -

Shalom -~e - in the l and where the word has i ts truest meaning . 
;;:::;;;;--

He i s the symbol of the effect~xgq~s the United Nations can 
- AltuJ""' uA ~t-rr~.l~ achieve; the symbol that world problems are not wi ihout C"ql'"! u izte 

I L ~) ~Especially i s Dr. Ralph Bunche a symbol of all that we here 

believe. ~ ' 

~t one t hing strikes disharmony. 1ii tl1 all the r e spect due him 

and paid him, he Calli~ot live in self-respect in the capital of his own nation. 

Our government has asked Dr. Bunche to be Assistant Secretary of State for 

the United States . Dr. Bunche refused because the capital of our country i s 

not a fit place for h is cnildren or for his w~fe or f or himself. 

So even as Dr. Bunche stands for all we here respect and work 

toward, he has suddenly become another kind of symbol - aQd we must see in 
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our nation's treatment of him the dreadful ambivalence, the American Dilemma. 

It is perhaps fitting here to liken this ambivalence, tbis dual vi-
..__ -· y# 

sian of the evening celebration to the Hebrew wedding ceremony where the custom 

is t hat the groom shall break a glass during the ceremony to remind the people 

& U ;,g that all is not yet Utopi an even in a joyous hour. 

I.Jhenever I am asked to speak, I in turn ask myself the que stion: 

"Just what is it that these people want to know that I as a Senator would be 

in the best position to tell them?" 

It occurs to me that one thing most notable 

he intends to r emain a Senator, that i;)- is thet he is 

about a Senator ~ 
in t ouch wi~~ the people. --

No one who has ever walked into the offices in the Senate Off ice Building can 
) 

possibly doubt that we are on plenty of mailing lists and that the people are 

making certain that we know what they are t hinking. 1fuen we are fortunate to 

be invited to meetings and dinners around the country, we cannot help but sense 

in some degree the mood of the people, the feeling of the nation. And I can 

say, I think, t hat the mood of the nation is brotherly. 

There ar e bad signs, of course. The economic pressure that can 

bring on bad human relations is increasing now with unemployment. Only this 

week a trade union leader from Germany who is on a s tudy t our of thi s country 

told me that he - a German of our generation - was concerned because he had no-

ticed some ins tances of anti-Semitism in this country. It is possible that 

economic insecurity can bring new tensions > • b • P ub r arli uex 1 18 ;jpg 

economic programs dealing jn 

human rights awlill}l&•m- II w- • L are rel ated to the actual anti-lynching , 

anti-poll tax, FEPC l egislat ion may beco .e clearer if unemployment increases. 
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"While economics no r affect the human relations picture, we can 
,· -ultimately make our human attitudes i.rmnune to the busines s cycle. In the ef

~-·· ~~~--~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~----~ 
forts we have made toward equal rights in the past years nothing, I believe , 

has formed as strong a foundation for bro~herhood as the acts of bro~herhood 
1li ........ ,...... 

i tself - getting people t ogether as the Conference of Christians and Jews 

does and seeks to do.~e beginnings are understanding and the goals are 

respect. 
:l!f . :-" 

The movement we are trying to bring about - through acquaintance 

to understanding , then to mutual respect - is taking hold around the country . 
,.~,, !.>", ·:::~+•w- 1"1{.-...... ~oo~~·iUJ'~~m~~~~~ 

The political manifestations of ~his growing movement are clear. The Presi-

dent's Civil Rights report, the fight dft the Democratic convention floor, 

~he unsuccessful fight for cloture in the Senate this winter - these are 

si gns of a growing movement . .And let me say that • political action of 

this kind ,_.~ ~i thou t a heal thy beginnintLEsl1.lrom back home. 

'lhe landmarks of political achi evement throughout the nation on the r oad to 

human equality ar e the road signs of how f ar the people - not the politicians -.......__......_ 
have progressed . 

tals around 

'1~· q .... More 

These batt les in Philadel phia, in Washington and in s tate capi

the ~record not only the parliamentary debate of democratic 

i:!llportant , they recor) t.he human relations councils set up in 

dozens of cit ies. They record the drive now on in Virginia to register to 

vote those who have never before been encouraged to cast a ballot; they 

record the coming together of the people in our populati on who once were 
~ 
split apart. They record the success of grass r oots citizens' committees. 

~ 

They record, if you will, the success of t.he National Conference of Christians 
~ttj~ 

and Jews. This is the ~ success i s made of - political success as well p ' 
I 
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Dr. Bunche should represent to us something mor e t han a man of high 

f . t . h . . ~~~ t • H. d . al respect, of peace, o Vl.C ory m ac 1.ev1.ng au. • cooper a l.on. l.S para OY-l. C 

position on the American scene has further and perhaps more frightening impli-

cations. Dr. Bunche i s r egarded as a representative of the United Nations , a 

representative of the world. He is accepted by the United Nations and t he world 

the hi ghe st respect. 

We know those ac~ieve~ents are worthy of 
,.. ~;,.. > , , -

Here in the United States that background and success 

on the basis of his achievements . 

Which is based upon the h i ghest characteristics of human culture and develop-

among his fellow men~ 
world. We are used to 

enjoying the snrug feeling that we lead the world in every wey . Surely the 

situation of Dr. Bunche refusing to work for his own government because of the 

inhuman backwardness of some of our citizens should shock some smugness from 

us. I t should warn us that we cannot stay ahead unless we move forward. Ther-e 

is no def~nse . of a position of moral leadship . We must simply keep moving 
( 

f orr..rard . Today the United States is not ahead in the marke t of hlli11Bn moralit y . 

The position of Dr . Bunche makes this clear. ~d there are t hose in the world 

who must d-eal wi t."h us, who should live with us in trust and friendship - who 

see the position of Dr. Bunche al so. Here - certainly - is the .American 

dilemma, the great _kffieri can problem in sharp r elief . It is as clear to the 

rest of the world t o the Indians , the Chinese , the Africans and t he peopl es 

East as it should be to us • ./ ~ 

It seems that there is no more appropriate.l\guest ~--••• !Pr 

of the Near 

for 

this Conference than Dr. Ralph Bunche. His achi evements are our own goals , f or 

he has literally brought together Jew and Gent ile in peace and unders tanding . 

But he must represent too, those goals we mus t yet attain.- The, carrying out 

of our r espect for him in the actions of our daily living. Ve can do no 



more than t o puSh f orward the brotherhood of man wherever we have strength 

until it reaches our own hearts. 
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