
FOR RELEASE: A. H. January 16, 1950 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 
452 Senate Office Building 

EXCERPTS FROri SP.;EECH BY 
SEN. HUBERT H. HUUPHREY ( D., HH,IN.) 

NATIONAL CHAIRHAN, AMERICANS FOR DE1'<.10CRATIC ACTION, 
NATIO NAL EHERGENCY CIVIL RIGHTS HOBILIZATION, WASHING'ION, JAN. 15, 1950. 

Civil rights in America is on the march. This meeting is 

proof of that fact, because you who represent millions of Americans 

all over the United states are demonstrating by your presence the wish 

of the American people to enact into law the principles of brotherhood 

and human equality which democracy stands for. 

All over this land the people of America, in their churches, 

in their trade unions, in their frate r nal organizations, in their farm 

coops, through their city and state FEPC laW$ and anti ... discrimination 

laws, are telling the Congr ess of the United States: "Enact civil 

rights legislation." They are tellinG the nations of the world: 

"r!e, the people of America, believe in the democratic principles we 

profess. rre, the people of America, call upon our Congress to carry 

out the will of the electorate . 11 The responsibility of American cavern-

ment is to leGislate for the peop~e, not to consolidate the entrenched 

power of the minority by political manipulation of parli.amentary rules. 

The most vital issue facing the American Congress today is 

that of civil rights. The preservation of human rights is the para-

mount issue of our generation. The extension and the guarantee of human 

rights and civil rights is the core of our struggle wi~ " the totaljtarian 

forces. ~he denial of human liberty, t he betrayal ~f democratic ideals, 
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is the sin and the crime of Communism and other totalitarian doctrines. 

This great nation of ours has poured out billions of dollars of the 

people's money in a struggle against the aggression of Communist 

ideology. vfe are sapping the economic strength of our economy to maintain 

a powerful military establishment because of the threat of Communist 

agression. We live in a psychosis of fear becasue of the evil and ruthless

ness of the totalitarian power. 

How blind can we be? Are we incapable of seeing tha. t neither 

Communism nor Fascism can be stopped by the mere demonstration of military 

povmr and financial resources? Our secret weapon in this great struggle is 

the fulfillment of the democratic ideal of human equality. This ideal is 

embodied in political form in the civil rights proposals which are now befare 

the Congres-s of the United states. 

The issue of civil rights penetrate$ our foreign policy and adulterates 

our domestic policy. It penetrates our foreign policy because by our failure 

to guarantee basic civil liberties to all pecples, regardless of race, color 

or creed, we are deyning acceptance of the principles of human equality. 

The undorpri~ileged long-eA~loited peoplesof Asia and Africa wish 

to be accepted as free and equal members of the human society. They will 

place their faith in tiT nation and the .people who accept them and works 

with them as feee and equal peoples. A foreign policy that does not include 

the issue of human dignity and human equalit.y is one that is doQffied to failure. 

As it has been stated again and again, the struggle we are now engaged in is 

one for men's minds. Respect, understanding and affection cannot be purchased 

by loans, gifts or grants. A unity of freedom-loving people cannot be 
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molded by power and military might . The intangibles of human freedom, 

equality and individual dignity are the only real forces and weapons 

on the side of democratic faith. 

~ur moral standing in the eyes of the world hinges on 

whet~er we pass civil rights legislation. The moral and political 

health of our ovm economy depends on whether or not we adopt civil 

rights leglslation. we can scarcely call ourselves a democratic 

nation if we fail to guarantee the right to vote and the right of 

persona] seeuri ty. \'Je jeopardize our economic strength if we deny 

people an opportunity for employment because of such factors as 

race, colour or creed . VIe weaken our national strength in direct 

proportion to the number of people that we discriminate against ei~her 

in the excercise of their political liber ties or their economic op

portunities. Vle can no longer afford the luxury and the waste of 

second class citizenship. 

The facts of i nternational politics, the mo ral obligation 

of' our own political faith , the economic and political needs of our 

times, call upon the congress of the United states to fulffill the pledges 

on civil rights legislation which have been eiven to the people . 

It would seem to the casual observer that the enactment of 

civll rights le,:;islation would he a routi ne matter . our entire his

tory is one filled with the ideals of freedom, individual dignity 

and brotherhood. The fonvard movement of our developing democracy 

has been that of human liberatio n. The Declaration of Independence , 

the Constitution, the E)nancipation proclamation, - all are testimonies 
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to the will of the people ~f this nation t~ liberate ourse lves from our sense 

of guilt and sha me. The people of our country have carried a great m~ral 

burden for too long a time. We have cried out for democracy in other nations 

at the same time that v.e denied democracy at home • This hypocrisy llras developed 

a sense of national moral guilt that calls for an immediate answer. Americans 

n•w realize that discrimination is a denial of our creed. We have been a 

nation plagued vdth a guilty conscience. 

We made an auspicious step toward absolving ourselves of this sense 

of guiltvlith the publication of the precedent-breaking report of the President's 

Committee of Civil Rights, Organized labor, business, all religious groups -

almost all sections of our public life were represented in this rep~Ft which 

called -- in ringing words -- for an end to discrimination, the right of all 

citizens to live free of t error alld oppression and to participate fully in 

tre r 8sponsib:.Uity and be;.1efits of t he ir eovernment. This was a landmark 

in our mardh t.owa:rd the res.1iza.tion of genuine deiilocracy. The next step, 

and the step we now :face, is the inplcmentation of the Committee t s recom

mendations. 

In ~ .. 9J.:} at the Co!went ion of the Democratic Party, the decision 

was abruptly made. vVhe n the del egate s were challenged to get out of the 

shadow of states 1 righta a~d to walk forth ir1 t he bright sunshine of human 

rights, trey voted : . ..) r8J :i_e·'re themselves rJ .~ tl-J.eir guilty consciences. They 

voted against d:iGcl' j f!'l;_::-"a'·ion a:1d against. bir;otry~ They justified the 

freedom of fre e m~=m . • 
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Again on last November the third our faith in the American citizen 

was tested and affirmed. There can be no doubt now about the American' 

people's passion for liberation. They voted to liberate themselves from 

their guilt as well as to liberate minority groups from their displacement. 

The American voter showed to all the world that he had the courage of his 

convictions. 

In spite of that great demonstration in N
0
vember1 a minority in Senate oj 

the United States withstands the national tide. They will fail, because history 

is against them> the people are against them, the President of the United States 

is against them, the times are against tbem. Our President risked his political 

career to bring the issue of civil rights to the people. He traveled many miles 

to proclaim his vigorous views on this issue. He has broken all precedent in 

the degree of his strength and leadership to the end that mants inviolate 

dignity shall be accorded to all men equally. Presideht Truman has turly 

shovm that he would rather be right than be President. 

As a Democrat I call upon my party, to carry out .:;its promises to the 

people. Those promises were embbdied in the platform under four SJ:Bcific 

proposals: 

(1.) the right of equal treatment in the armed forces; 

(2 legislation to abolish the poll tax; 

(3.) a meaningful and effective anti-lynching bill1 and 

(4.) fair employment practices legislation. 

I do not underestimate the difficulties that lie before us. Already in 

the 8lst Congress the people of the world have been betrayed by the 
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nsell-outtt of human rights known as the Vfherry Compromise which changed 

the rules of the United States senate on the matter of curbj_ng a fi

libuster. It was the Republican-Dixiecrat coalition just a year ago 

which passeN the Wherry Resolution that requires a tv10-thirds vote 

of the entire membership of the United States Senate to stop a fili

buster . This was indeed a Hachiavellian body-blow. It was the 

Republican- Dixiecrat coalition vrhich made a political issue out of 

human rights. As a me1nber of the Congress, as one who has been given 

the honour to serve my nation, I aM ashamed and am heartsick that 

this tragic mistake and sell-out has taken place . 

This is no time, however, for acrimonious attack or 

bitter words . This is the time for a call to reason and a plea for 

justice. Just because the rules were changed thenby making it extremely 

difficult to C;Urb a filibuster, so now the obl j,Gation is all the more upon 

us to overcome the difficulUes that have been placed in the path of human 

freedom by delivering the votes needed to break a filibuster and to pass 

civil rights legislation. 

That which has been done by men e_an be undone. The mistakes of 

yesterda~' can and must be corrected by the positive accomplishments of today. 

I call upon the Republican Party and upon my own party, the Demo

cratic Party, to come clean on the issue of civil rights. NO man has a right 

to play politics with human lives and hlli~an dignity . To explGit 

the oppressed, to gain power or advantage by political expediency at the 

expense of human beings is not only a denial of democrati c ideals, but 

is imr~oral. 

The issue of civil rights should be a non-partisam matter. 
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The passage of civil rights legislation is a bi-partisan obligation . Neither 

the Republicans nor the Democrats can honestly say to th£ millions of Americans 

who are suffering under the yoke of discrimination or bigotry that this 

Congreus did not have the votes to pass the civil rights proposals. The 

Republican Party is committeddby platform and by pronouncement to this program. 

The Democratic Party is equally committed. It will not make much sense to 

the American people for the l eaders of either political party to try to explain 

their failure by the fact that a handful of opponents stopped action. This is 

but to say that the process of democracy has been stopped dead by a willful 

obs tinate minority· that was vastly outnumber ed by the Democratic-Republican 

majority. 

The President of the United States, who stands as the l &ader not 

only of this nation but of his party, has given the call to action. He has 

every right to exped the support of all members of Congress who have 

declared th emselves for this l egisla tion. 'lbnight I . share the platform with 

a distinguished l eader of the Republican Party, my friend and colleague, 

Senator \vayne Morse o1' Oregon. I appeal to the Republican membership of 

the Senate to follow the leadci· ship of Senator Morse and his liberal 

associates on this vital issue of civil rights. I know of no demonstration 

on the part of the Congress that would lnstill more faith in the hearts of 

our people as to the honesty and the integrHh of the democratic processes 

than a bi-partisan eff ort ·~o pass civil rights legislation. 

-7-
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soon we shall come to grips with the issue of fair employment prac

tice£ legislation. The FEPC bill listed on the senate calendar as 

s. 1728 will be brought up for debate on the floor of the Senate 

within a r'latter of weeks. This bill has the support of the majority 

of the Senate Labor and Public ·:relfare Cornrni ttee. This bill repre-

sents a reasonable, moderate and constructive approach to a very 

serious problem. The principl es of fair emplo3ment practices legis-

lation are neither new nor untried. The President's committee on 

FEPC during the war years has an enviabl e record of accomplishment. 

Already ten states have FEPC laws on their statut~. books . Hany of 

the large cities have pioneered in this all important field of legis-

lation. !toughly speaking, about fifty million peo:,le, or more than 

a third of our countryts population, is already covered by state or 

local FEPC laws. It cannot be too strongly emphasized, however, that 

the problems of discrimination are nation-wide . In discussing them, 

no state, section nor community should feel that it is being singled 

out for critic ism. To pass FEPC legislation is not to legislate against 

any section of the countr~r . The problem of discrinination is present 

in all sections j_n some form or ot!:1er. It is therefore the responsi

bility of the national government through its congress to establish 

a basic standard for human rights and problen s of employment • 

The passage ~f F:?C and other civil rights legislation is 

as I have stated 't:Yefore, jeopardized by the YJherry Resolution. I do 
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not want to unde r e stimate the difficultie s which are placed in our path. 

However, I am convinc ed that belie f in the Golde n Rule c an overcome a 

senate rule . If we should fail, trere is but one alternative an old, true , 

tried a nd t ested alte rna tive , namely, a free e lfction. I am sure that every 

member of Congr e ss can understand the meaning of this l anguage . The time for 

political politeness is over. The clubby a tmosphe r e of the congre ss does not 

carry through to the country. 

be liked by your colleague s. 

It is not enough just to be a goa:l f ellow and to 

The Ame ric an people did not send 531 members of 

the Congre ss of the United State s to Washington in order to de ve lop our social 

life . We are he r e for the purpos e of developing, protecting and extending 

the democratic way of life . That way of life is be ing dhallenged by 

bigotry, hypocrisy, intoler anc e and discrimina tion right he r e in America. 

It will r equire much more courage to s tand up against the anti-democratic 

forc es within Ame rica than it doe s t o vote the people r s mone y to fi ght 

the Communist force s outside of America. The eye s of the people of the 

United Sta t e s a f e f-ocus ed on Washington. They say: nvJh e ther you are 

Democrat or Republican is not the is sue . By your deeds phall ye be known. 11' 
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