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JUl,y 13, 1950 

•You, as aovemment woD:ers, ha•e reapouibUit7 to look upoa. 

yourael•e as citisens• and to ui.Dtain a •broa.d riewpoiDt• rather thaa act 

as "speci 1 pleaders•, Senator Hubert B. Huapbrq (D. Minneaota) told twD 

hundred govemment workers last Dight & a aeetiJI& spo.uored by the Gonl'DJiat 

8Dd Cirll Emplo;yees Org811isi.Dg Collmittee or the CIO. 

Be urged the goverl'llent vorkerac •Do DOt be ccmteot vi tb ust 

ori ticising the Ccmgresa. Many .. bera ot the CoJt&ress are your f'r1.ada. 

Join with th• i.a an effort to l"UUl an ef'f'ici111t govel'DIIellt operatioa vh1 

i s both buainessllte and lnDaaA at the s e tiM.• 
•'l'bis obJectiv 1& particular17 Yit&l toda,.-, he said* •with the 

dnelopi.D& l.Aterm.tioul crisia. UB!ortuDat.l71. va are enteriDC a period 

which will force our go"f'er111ent to spend increaai.Dg MOUDta ill detaae u.a-
, / 

aen ts &nd we hope ill ecoDOJii.c social proiJ'&IU such u tboae ot the Point 

4 prograa,·• 

Sen tor HlaJihNT vanaed that this v1ll .... iacreued. presnre tor 

ecoDOJIY' in ncm-detmse goTe:n.eat operatio aDd tor 1ncrea$ed effici41DCT 1a 
I 

•Reckless curtailaent of fuDda, bowayer, may DOt produce l'Ml. ee~ 

or efficiency at all., • he stated. Tbe SeD&tor poiDted out that inerea eel 

efficiency in govenaent does 110t al ya reault rroa the eurtailJient of -

expenditures. He poillted to the defeat of'tin reorganiMtiOil plana, 8lit:a1tted 

by the President as an ex•ple ot how the Coacre• frequ•tl.y placed •apecial 



to e:uaine 80118 of the reorpniaat.ion plans vhicb were defeated w the Collgres• 

d 8Ubnit th• in IIOdified fora. 

The Smator alec poiated to the need for an incl"Kse ill postal. rate• 

s a way ot meeting a substantial part ot the postal _ detici t . 1He urged goTem• 

nt "WOrkers their 'lDl1 to preset to the Co re • conetructi Ye propoAl• 

for further :reorganization ot the federal gOTel"D118nt and t'or increaaed poatal 

rates s exaaples of the vaya the Co~~gresa could help eco...S.n coutruct.iYal.J 

d DOt at the e~enee of the _,.,.em.ent vomer. 

the Senate 

tail total appropria.t1.cme on an •aeros~J-the-bo&rds• formula. 

•r* •1 be, • he said, •that there i so.e vast. iD the operat10118 ·of 

Yemaent, juat &I the ie VU.te 1Jl the operatioa ot a bu.si.Aesa .:lterprin 

and Jut 

Be added, bow-ever, that •it a the re..,oDSibUity ot 0oDgrOB to ailliaiH that 

vaste•, and ·cont.i.mJed, WWe can do eo, however,, only .. 1atel.llg81lt planniDg ead 

careful .studT' ~ tJ" by a ._at,....au appl'O&ch. • - . 

·' •The thrl.ted States &Qftl"DICt bas Ul obliaat.ioa aDd re8pouibility to be 

a liOdel eaployar, • Sm a tor Rmapbrey declared. 1'0ur &OTerDNBt bu a reepouibili ty 

to teke the le in deTelopiDg a pattem tor d.-ocratic labor relatiou by settiD& 

an -e.xample• iD. those rel.atio vi th gov~nt vol'kera. He pointed to the 

experience ot the TV.l · 1 t collective barpini.Dg practices w1 th scores ot 

crafts and iDiustrial UDiOIUJ. 



•Govel'l'IIIent workers do DOt t.Ye tbe right to atri.ke• Sezaator B~ 

said. •But they do haft a right - just as every other Allericaa baa a right -

~ JoiJl a mdoa ot his own chooaiDg far parposes ot dsooratic collecti.v. 

bargaini.Dg as to fair on::i i tions ot .-pl.o,._at. • 

"There is no r e son at all, • be continUed, •why go'YftllJI8nt wrkere 

ahould not have a right to join UDiou to npnsent th• beton co~a~e••nom.l 

Collllittees and in their OVD ac•ci•• to settle grift'ancee. The esnnc. ot 

d era tic goYel"'lJJ8Jlt ie to preserve the bulaD el ... nt 1D &Oftn.eDt eerrtce. • 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


