
(Address of Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (Minnesota) at the 60th Anniversary 
Birthday Banquet in hon?r of Willi~~ Parke~ Kennedy, President, Brotherhood 
of Railroad Trainmen, held at Hotel Hollenden, Cleveland, Ohio, Saturday, 

April 5, 1952.) 

Thank you very much, Toastmaster Steve Lush, for those fine remarks. May I say in some of it you are just a little overeA~berant, but this is gratifying - particularly when it oomes from a friend from Minnesota. 

Dear friend and wonderful citizen of our State of Hinnesota William Parker Kennedy - and your very fine family, Mrs . Kennedy, your sons, dao.ghter a11d grandchildren; Mrs. Mary Gorman, Grand President of the Lad~_es Aux5.liary of one of the greatest labor organi~ations that America has e~rer know.o. -th'? Brothe:chood C'f Railroad Trainmen; Grc>nd Lodge officers and members~ and 
f~iends : I will let you in on a S8C~f)t. I came to thi.s meeting t . ..,nigh"c ·with 
on~ ?f the best 3peech7-s that I evsr hoped to ivrite. Now I am go:i_:·:g tc g}.ve j_·t, tv m.j- dear frienC., Parker Kennedy, end I am going to tell h:i.m to read i::. some time next week. I have had such a fine time here already and am so filled with the spirit of the occasion that, if I should neQd a manuscript to address you, then I ought to- retire from the United States Senate. 

I like nothing better than the friendly association which comes from gatherings BUch as this 011e. I a~ g:rateful for the privilege of ac~crzssing the frie::J.d3 of ~-Jilliam Pa:::-ker Kennedy, a great .4merir;an . The sto::;y~ of V:i.ll1am Par!:s r Kennedy is a sd:iory v-rhich is symbolic of Americ;a. It is the story· of a per['nn who had r.1'.mble beginnings, but was able tr1 ove~:·(!ome obstacles . Pz;rker 
star··:~sd out a~ a 1:.ews butcher or:. a train . The:1 he bec .?:-.td a orakem~n . He ~-vorked rigl:r(. up th:..~ ':l'.l gh the ranks of your sple,ndid orga'1:i..zati.c 71 1.;.1.+.:i.l today he is yo1lr Inter;;atio:-;:::..1 r~ C} Sident . Not or.l.y is he your Pr.;side r!'iJG .de is a foremost le::~.der in Amari~~ 1 s civic life today. 

It would be sunerfluous for me to go through the biographical backgrou."'ld of m3r neighhor f:cc;r,. £-T}_::; n.esota~ you:r ;,.o::\derful Pre.sident. The very day tb·t I h~e.:!'d tt>~:~. he w.s.s selt~cted as your ?:roslC:.ent, I \-Tas up on my feet in the 8.:.n;.::.e Ci.iic'~ told <:.11 96 of them about the new Pr8sident of the Brotherhood of Rail:roa::i Traimnen . 

Parker, I know that you realize that I am proud tonight to be able to extend to you rrry her..rties·;; pers()il i-11 co::gratulationB on your sixtieth bi-rthday. Mrs< Humphray would e>l:;o lik:: Jw ezt-:n.d h.-~r con:~ratu11tinns, and so would our f ,)ur little Humplireys. They uJ.l cxt• .. mu their best 1.vir;hes. 

I lister.ed to Congressman Kirwan of Ohio and marveled at how he knows the hearts of the people in tb.Ls audience., I was interested to learn of the many years that he has been a m:=;;nber of your greaL crgaP i zation. It is a tribute to dem.oc:::n("y t~ have f"..lch m~.n ir.. the Cong:-es.3 of the United States - men ivho understand ivhat it is to ~J'3 a 1,;-orkex- and know the ~~ ·;_gnity that comes with carrying a union card , This mP.ans a great deal for your welfare. 

I am happy to be here tonight and I am happy to be associated with you. I am proud to prcclaim the leaders and memb8~S of organized labor as my friends. I know this · · I can honestly say that no l? .. boring man has ever come to me and asked me to do anything that would have defiled my character or repnta ... tion. Never, I repeat, never has any laboring man asked me to do that. (Applause) 

Whenever I have an opportunity to appear before great organizations of lJ'Orkin.g people, their representatives and the members of the:ir auxiliaries I t3.ke great and justifiable pride in paying tribute to them. V,Te know the history 
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of your own organization. You Jr.now it far bet t er than I do. But before I came 
here I "boned" up on its background. You are in the 69th year of your activity. 
You had a most humble beginning in a secret meeting of brakemen that was held in 
a caboose. The story of your union began with eight free men, back in 1883, who 
had to meet secretly. Today, because of your courage and faith, including your 
Auxiliary, you are almost 300,000 of America's finest patriotic citizens and 
you belong to one of the greatest organizations of our time. That is development; 
that is progress; that is the story of our ever-expanding democracy. 

What I see before me is the result of free will, a voluntary asso~ ~ 
ciation 9f people who w~~ted to lift themselves up from the degraded conditions 
of labor almost a century ago. Tunight I see you well dressed, well fed, ·Hell 
edu~ated, and participating here as citizens. Tnis did not come about by legJ.s 
tiva fiat . This came about through the free and voluntary association of citi~G .. ,-;. 
for their ovm good ~~d for the good of their communities . This spells cl.:.mocrar: :( 
:i.a ths eyes of the peo::_JlES of the world . What cou}.d be more noble~ Hhat eoulC. Le 
more American! 

But something has gorte wrong with .A.merica. ·He have lost rome of 
our sense of values. re are being misled by suspi~ion. ar:>.d d.istrust of othar peo
ples' motives. Some of us are forgetting about doing honest labor and conscien
tions servj_ce and are trying to cut corners and piek up fast money. And some are 
cha:-g:ing tl-,c•Se v.rho associate for the purpose of the bet term:~nt of all wH"h alien 
doch·ines. He nust stc.!"ld ever ready to defy thesa parversions of the /-lffi~ :cican 
spi:.: :i..t . We must ramain true to our democratic t.rad:i.b.ons . ~ve must never forget 
what c1emocracy means, for dem~"'crac~r is far mo:c~e t.~1an a :_:Jol:.t:i.cal craed. Democracy 
is a spirit c•f faith, of faith in God, in ourse~ves, an ~·;_ :i.:.1 mankind . Its pillars 
are the pillal's of this faith. 

The first of these pillars is the di15nity of the individual. As 
I listaned to thA invocation "by ths member of the clc-·cg:,r, I cc.uld not he:L;> think
ing: "Why does rilan have persn:1::tl. c'.i gni ty? 11 and "Fhy i s it t!!at tyranny j.;1 any 
cf ::_ts fo:;:1s is 4'"1 att~ck on G'Jd him:=3elf? 11 It is because ;.;e are r;::-eated 5.n the 
::m-3.:I8 of G"L1r Fat.her., vTe have His r.,:•)irit j'1. our hearts and b~=,r:ause cf His spir~_t 
-..J~ t'c.ve a sense cf personal dignity . .SornP.times 1.ve may not a:~t so d~gnified, hut 
no :::<=:t.3on and no actio:1 can deprive us ofihis divine gift . He must never forget 
this. 

The second pillar of democracy is freedom of conscience -- the 
right to worship God of our clioice: th3 r 1.ght to associ=tte f:;:·eely, the right to 
sp.sa!{ freely, the right. to have a Tr:>.innt:l.::-1 Nei-vs to tell the stories which need 
to Le told in behalf of those ~.vho toil. That right remains in very few areas 
of the v.rorld today. There ar3 far too ma.!ly countries in 1-.rhic-h human minds have 
become enslaved, in which God himself has been denied. ·He m·..1st restore this 
di gnity and the freedom of conscience t hat goes l·rith it, because wi.. thout them 
men are only half-alive. That is the reason we sta::1d at the helm of the free 
world. 

~!hat is the third pillar? It is the principle v.Jhich this great 
organization symbolizes, the princip}.e of brotherhood. Isn't it significant that 
at the time your organization was founded the te:(-m "brotherhood" was used? Bro
therhood means something . It has a spiritual meaning, a social meaning, a moral 
rr.aaning, ~'"ld a ~olitical mear. ing. Brotherhood is as much a part of the Americ:an 
t.r·aci.ition as Bunker Hill and Valley F')rge . It breathes through the Decl.:.::.ration 
•)f D.depen<i·'=,nca. T.he principle of human equality is part of this great cbnception. 
So is the idea of cooperation, of -vmrking together to improve the conditions of 
all. 
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Thes{~ may sound like platitudes to cynics,. to the people who have 
stopped believing in democracy. But to you fellow .Americans m o have come to 
understand what democracy means, who understand this spiritual and moral concept 
I want to re-emphasize them. They cannot be repeated too often. This organiza
tion 1-vas built on the belief in democracy. It was founded by free men who loved 
it ani had the courage to carry out their will and their desire for human freedom. 

Thi s same spirit must motivate the one hundred and fifty million 
of our people . We have not yet reached the pinnacle of our success. OUr demo
cracy~ our freedoms, our lives are still expanding. We are now just beginning to 
touch the frontiers of a freer, better life. We have comea .long way. Some of 
you may remember when there vrere no free schools. Today we have public, parochi&J 
and other educational opportunities. There was a time ~h en working men worked 
tw91 ve hours a day and child labor was commonplace, but because of the Brotherho•.JLl 
cf Railroad Tr ainmen and other organizations, that was changed to eight £',ours a 
C.z.y u::1.der the .Ad&inson Act, and the principle of overt:i.Jne v:a3 establ ished~ Thera 
was a time when company police, scabs, and goon squads tried to ~ep labor from 
o~ganizing to get decent wages and working conditions. But a generation ago the 
railroad workers were able to get a great statute - the Railway Labor Act - on 
the law books of this land. This was a pioneer venture , Then came the \o.Tagner Act 
and the No:r-ris -LaGuardia Act which opened the way for worke~s to join together 
freely. Today 1),000,000 flmericans are proud of their u.:1ion membership . 

This all came abo·d because the people said v1e ought to have it. 
Men working on the r ai Jr oads, in t he shopn, in the fac: torie s, and the fariners 
tilling the so-L l_ all JrJlew that if th3 go·.rernment was t.o be their government, then 
the p.s-ople ho:.'i tc speak and had to be heard; and their Y::· i~es filled the "ir · 
until e•1er~r :),1e in the high pla~es saw the inevitz.ble ~:(: c a.r- r i<:ld out the i :;.· wishes. 
This ia t~w l!is:-. c~.·y of our cc1:r..try.. Unfcrt11.:1at P.:!. y ir. ::>vme of our s-::hool~ this 
11 hi[' tory" is n~t ·t-aught . In t 0o ma.~y of the s(!hoc• ls 0f our country the m'vle 
histo ry of trade union:i.sm is not t<mght . Hithout this story t~e public bw.;::m.es 
conf~1sed . I wouJ.d have every memb r~r of a school board learn the stow a!')d. then 
tel.::.. the ctildrc..::l of Art1-3rica t he tr:!e sto:r ·y of the develcpmP~t of lcibor or·~<miza
tic~ls and :'.:-ee t:.-ade uninns. Unless they do, they have not told the true history 
or the Am8rican way of life. 

We have lived through some eventful days, have we not? My first 
vote was in the year 1933. I shall D8Ver forget that. There was a great voice 
and a great spirit tha~ attrac ted me as a young man amid the poverty and hopeless
ness of depression. Pa:.:·ker , y::lu W€r, l;. _. I b3lieve , out into J-!orth Dakota 8.S a young 
m:m. Well , I was bori1 -:.n South Dak01ia where every bank in the state closed its 
d~ors. In 192), bankers were jumping out of windows out our way. I remember the 
farm mortgage foreclosures and I thought then that maybe America had cracked up -
maybe there was no hope. All at once in our hour of darkness, in the momant when 
it seemed we were >-u thout leao~rship, when we seemed destined for chaos, we heard 
a clear voice, a clear voice L 1 om a clean mind, appeali ng to the gTeat traditions 
of Americ:::. and to the etrengt. t1 of Arn9rica :md saying tt:at "all we h3.ve to fear is 
fea·r i tseli'" • I think that yr.:.u remember that with those words a new spirit 
g1~ipped our people. Millions of Americans, rich and poor, workers and business 
men, school teachers and all others, millions of them realized t hat here was a 
chance for them to be a partner in one of the greatest experiences of civilization, 
the unfolding possibility of democratic action. ~ve went to work and what did we 
clo? The railroads began to re-hire. Goods began to be produced. Carloadings 
started to go up, Lands were reclaimed and forests replanted, and young men end 
1-Jomen were finding opportunities in schools, in colJ.eges and in factories. And 
the Civilian Conservation Corps did a job of rehabilitation among the lands and 
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the forest of America. And then something else happened: · !e began to think de
cently. Instead of worshhipping the stock market, we began to understand that 
prosperity was in the tilling of the soil and in getting down tohard work. \ve 
began to understand that this vras a joint affair with the aged, the sick, the 
blind, the little ones, the children, that all should have a break in life. ~'Te 
got to thinking in a realistic way to insure for the unhappy day, to be prepared 
for something to tide over difficult hours. We got laws like the Social Security 
Pet and the Railroad Retirement Act. The prophets said that this was against 
the Constitution and that it would ruin private enterprise and wreck the country 
and destroy t he whole political system. But what happened? The people of 
America kept right on building and creating and seeking more jobs. We became 
more prosperous than ever before. The people became conscious of their future. 
We quit thinking about the yesterdays, and worked for today and planned for the 
future. 

We injected a tone of hope into the moral life. We regulated the 
stock market so as to make it a fair and legitimate practice. \ve opened up the 
possibilities for new electric energy and the reclamaiion of our natural resources. 
It was a great period, but all during this period there were the rumor-mo~gers and 
the hate-mongers. These are peop+e who never have had any faith in democracy and 
they have no faith today. I do h~e that faith because I have seen it work in my 
time. There is not a single t hing that can be put before u s or a program or a 
purpose that we cannot do, if vJe dedicat e our lives to it. tve have been misunder
stood, even by ourselves. There 1-1as a mad .. man t hat thought l\merica was weak - he 
was Hitler. Thi s great Nation struck a mighty blow for human freedom when we 
went through the great struggle in "Horld War II and it '!.va s a privilege that seldom 
comes to a gr eat people. 

But the struggle for freedom and democ racy still goes on. Now 
there is another threat: totalitarian communism. We need ta realize >Jhct we are 
up against here; we need to be reali stic. But t hat doe.s.n 1 t mean we have to go 
ar01u:d with long faces . These may not be easy days, but I am saying to eYG.r:yone 
her::: in t his hall, young and old alike, t hat the hope today for a bet t er day 
ahead is far greater than when Hitlo:r ro se on the scer.e, cr Musso"!.. :i.ni, or Tojo .. 
J\i-:1er u.: a t oday is active and vibrating, with over sixty million peopl e at work, 
goori s ,curing out as we have never known, and the strength and courage and ability 
to carry on to greater :dimensions. 

Let me add up what our job is, and what we have done on it so far. 
After V.lorld War II, after proving th at we could win a \·rar, we did what people who 
have been brought up in Christian f ait h do: vJe forgave aJJ.d we opened up our 
hearts and viTe bound up the wounds and we fed the poor and hungry and we led the 
bli nd and vJ'e practiced Christ i an compassion. ··e did it as a people and as a 
government. Now there are those i-Jho have criticized this, Hho have said it was 
wrong to help the victims of t he most terrible war in history. Is it wrong? 
If it is, then everything I have been taught is wTong. ~,Jhat a privilege for us! 
How terr i ble it wou.ld have been if our own cities had been pulverized, our own 
f amilies in concentration camps, with t he babes torn f rom their parents! But we 
were privileged . We didn 1 t have to go through the se thi ngs. God Almighty placed 
his blessing upon us. 

Other peoples are today starving; i..re have bigger crops on our 
farms every year. Other peoples can find no work; we have been privileged to 
have more people at work every year since 1935. Other peoples have to crouch in 
cellars or makeshift dwellings because their homes 1..rere destroyed and have not 
been r ebuilt; our homes are intact, and 1-re are building more each year. Other 
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peoples 1 children can 1 t go to school, because the buildings were destroyed and 
the teachers killed; every year since the end of the war we have had millions 
of people in our schools. Surely we have been blessed as no other people have. 
And from these blessings we have poured out over $55,ooo,ooo,ooo of our capital -
American savings, goods and services. 

This is what some people continue to complain about, rather than 
worry about the needs o.f others. But have you missed any meals? Have you gone 
hur:.~<-y? A-c-;; you the victim of malnutrition? Have .you been pushed out into the 
col'1 wi thc ~;t mec:!.i-::al treatment because you sent medical and other suppli.es to 
thos e who '"ere in desperate need of them? No, and neither has anybody else. We 
have cast bread upon the water, and it is coming back a thousand fold. Rather 
than complain, we ought to get down on our knees and thank God that we have been 
able to do it and can continue to live in a democracy. (Applause) 

This is our foreign policy -- to help other people to fr0edom 
and economic well--being. lve have had the Marshall Plan, which has he:trJc~ G. the 
European nations get back on their feet. This was not just a hand--out. Ne i ther 
we nor the Europ~ru1s wa~ted that. So we went to them ~~d said: You have been 
hurt badly and we v-rant to help you. Let 1 s get together and make a plan . Let Is 
find out what is needed to rabuild your cities, to reopen your factories, and 
to raise t he standard of living. That 1 s 1'hat the Narshall Plan did, That was 
America. s:pGaking and acting ,. That was coJperation. That Has brotherhood. 

But the Marshall Plan was not enough. As Europe became sturdier 
richer, she bec~,,e mo:::-e tempting to · Commu.nist aggres s ~ on " So we joined t )gether 
lvi th other free peoples to prevent exploitat ion ';;y t h8 brut-:::1 pm·Jers of tyranny 
bent vn ov .:::: ·:. :~)(:l ; :lg the world. Let no one say that we ar-3 i~' dj_ffecF.nt to the 
forc es of :~·v:U 'L~ich have 225 Divisions , lh;OOO plane s ::md 310;000 ,000 e<'1slaved 
as s-...:. rely ·?. CJ.slaJ3d as slavery j.tsel.f . v,Je know that Ccrr ... nuni::m is more than a 
military ::'.)rce. It is a totalitarian f~rce that affects ei.'P.rything . Con::J11 Jl.i sm 
mea!:s totc>l dominqtion, my friends. There is no religious 1rrorshi p . The·~·.: is 
nc <-: ::~lOol ·tY:.lt the school lvhich serves the purpose of the St.ste . T~3re is r-o 
lit(·rature that i s inspiring because it mll.st se:::-ve the purpo·:;es of t he bos ses in 
t~· .. n PulitbJ.ro . There is no love of the a~ts as 1-1e knovJ thE:m!J but arts must 
se::-·.'e the :;_Jurposes of those in power. Bt'.'V in our way of life, we have the love 
of a unior:. and sc!..idarity . We have the ::[.ove of our schools for eve':'ybody. 1r;e 
have a love of nusic b<3cause it represents the souls of men -- it repres ents God 1 s 
people. ( Applause) 

We have resolved t o meet this menace. 111)'e have become the custo
dians of freedom and tha leadnr of t he free world. But we do not stand alone. 
We know that freedom and democracy IT!atter all over the world~ We have taken the 
principles of the Declaration of Inrl.epend.ence -- principles as eternal as the 
Sermon on the Mou~t --and signed a great "Declaration of Interdependence". 
'He have joined with other free people in one of t he grec: .. test a.ll iances ever 
knmm, the North .\tlant lC Pact: or.e allL:.!' .. ce of people who balieve in the same 
Cod; vh o b -:Jieve in the same customs, the same institui..ions of free trade unions, 
in children, in t he home, church and family. This all::_:mce pledges each to 
help defend all the others. That is the kind of an ali .iance your government is 
i.....,_, -- an alliance of peace-loving peoples, and it ill deserves the criticism it 
has received. 

Of course, we have made some mistakes. I want to see any one who 
hasntt made a mis·take . 1;-.Je haYe made some bad judgments and placerlsome bad bets. 
Maybe we have wa~ted some American dollars. We have done that in the past 
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as individuals, and as a nation, but it didn't kill our free enterprise system. 
Let 1 s not look at the one or tivO tin cans and forget to look at the grandeur ef 
the avenue. He have ~bserved within the last five years, one c£ the greatest orga
nizations for the defense 9f freedom in history. It means your life, that is Wlct 
it means to you. 

r.merica was not built by weakness just as our unions were not built 
by weakness and fear. 'tfle need courage and imagination for the preservation -
and extension of democracy. I challenge those who would define democracy by iden
tifying it with a system ~f double entry bookkeeping. I have read the newspapers. 
I know the public debt is large and the taxes high. But I would remind you that 
when the public debt was small, it looked to the American people as hugh as a 
mountain crushing out their hopes and energies. Yes, today your government has 
collected from you and from me more taxes than the total national income of 
1932-1933. Today, the American people still have $2101 000,000,000 in their pocketf 
to ride the railroads, the airplanes and build houses. 

Our vitality is our strength. Our dedication is our strength. 
We need all of our strength to meet t~talitarian aggression . 

We Americans know that our struggle i.rill not be won by power in 
the naked sense. We are spending billions to re-arm f or we must have a shield 
to protect ourselves whi le we do the work of peace. We cannot ignore the naked 
povmr of Com."Tlunism. The government is taking billions of our dollars, not to 
waste but to prot&ct us. Those billions go for men, guns , arms, and bombs which 
are not to be used but to stand t here ready as our prctection -- a mighty wall 
to stand as a shield to protect men who love life and a£-8 :L~:bued with a sense of 
freeciom so He. can build better ccn di tions for all. He a:ce trying to have enough 
strength ro that v<e don't have to use our strength. We are trying to have enough 
power so ttat we don't have to win the war with b:rute po~orer. But armed might 
alone cannot as sure peace. We must have more than military strength. We m11st 
stri~-.:c at the cesspools of social infections. Communism grows where people have 
bec o~.1e lost and it grows where there is illiteracy and poverty and misery of the 
masses , 

To some people winning a war means to shoot, but that is the last 
thing 1-re hope that we uill have to do . He don 1 t 1vant to shoot bullets. We want to 
shoot ideas -- the ideas of free tr:·de u:.~d. ons, credit unions, farmers coopera
tives, public health, a:1d uni versa]. education and ideas of free elections like 
in India where 93,000, 000 people vr al~..;:.:.d to the polls to vote . Some of those 
Indians walked for days) through sw~~ps and jungles, in order to vote in their 
first election. They if ant to be free and it is our duty to see to it that they 
have a chance for their own good and for the security of the world . Your govern
ment is helping - yo u are doing it. ~·Je are sending more than our dollars. 
l')e are sending our doctors, our trade unionists, our county agents and our civil 
engineers - hundred> and hundrsds of soldie~s of peace to win the war against 
disease, poverty .• illiteracy, and thereby steal from under the feet of the KremJ,in 
tha political ferrr.ent in which their vicious philosophi8s find root. That is 
the purpose of the Point 4 Program. Our government and the free United Nations 
t he world over are cooperating to stamp out starvation, disease and poverty. 

This question of aid to other nations is a simple matter of self
preservation, too. You can either have your sons go down and don a uniform and 
march off to war to fill the ditches of the Far East and the Near East with their 
bodies and drench the soil with the blood of their hearts and their arteries, or 
you can send over a limited number of your dollars in a spirit of American 
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compassion and generosity so that these peoples may plant anew their fields and 
their forests and build schools and hospitals and have a chance to live. V.le 
must remember that there are a billion and a half people -vrho have not as yet 
made up their minds lvhere they are going to go and they can destroy us. But if 
they are with us and -vre are with them, there is no po-vrer on this earth that can 
stop the forward movement of social betterment and progress. 

The Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen symbolizes these fine ideals -
the ideal of human dignity, the ideal of peace but peace w.ith progress and human 
freedom. That is v-rhat people -vrant and they -vmnt it desperately. He have the job 
of giving it to them. We did not ask for it, it just befell us. \>Je have the over
whelming task and job of bringing out of this mighty land the leadership, the 
genius and the spirit that can guide this world to wholesome decent living . If 
we fail, the holocaust of war will destroy us. 

Rather than weighing your bank account, you'd better balance your 
heart. Heigh that goodness that is within you and decide whether you are uilling 
enough to share the spirit of compassion so that we may still have a heart and a 
land of the free and the brave. I think you will do that because you are the kind 
of people who know hm-r important it is. 

I thank you. 
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