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sPEECH 0 HOUSING 

!here 1a no .uiCO ~~heart, nor ia there 8lf¥ 

aubj ect that ahould be closer to the hearts of the people 1n public life 

and 1n pr1Tate lite of America, than the housing of ita people. I am 

proud that 1n Jill' short tw years of public serrlce the gonls or good, decent 

hoM and a od wholesome environment for eTel7 erican are goala that I 

have held. 

I have been here in Washington tor more than four years. 'l'beae have 

been turbulent yenrs. They h ve be n years of uncertainty and they have 

been years of gre t challenge to people of social aenaitivity. Aa I say 

that, however, I realille there are forces in our aociet7 who would like to 

par8l.yze the social sensitivity of those who are in public life. here h s 

bem a program UDder way in our n tion to take the life and the soul out 

or our r~seeing, progreseiT~ded liberala. Some of ua, if ve haTen't 

lost our eoula, haTe begun to loae all signa of life. 

!he tille is at hand to call a halt to this retreat. The time ia at 

hand to turn about and face the en~ and to prepare ouraelTea tor struggle 

that ia here vhether we like it or not. We must gird ourselTes with the · 

toola or inform tion, ot clean conscience, or vorth7 objectiTea and goala 

and go out and do batUe on the terrain of American politics. 

I haTe been a JMYOr ot a city and I can talk Te"r'f candidly about 

.url.cipal affairs. This is one area in which I feel at ease and reaaonably 

competct. I know that the central problem of the American city todq ia 

degradation and decq from vi thin. It ian • t · the problaa of the police force. 

You can fix that up if you've got courage and integrity. It isn't e'f'811 the 

probl• or traffic. The probl• that facea the ayer ge .American city today 
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ia the taot that tho~o~ 11~~•• tor ito people, 

the liTing 8p&Ce available •• often inad8Cluate, obsolete end a disgrace 

to decent living standards in far to many instances. The prcbl• ot 

slums, of blight, of general degradation and decadence in the central core 

of the city md the suburbs has become the major perplexing problan ot 

111m1icipal officials. It can't be repaired b7 pious a:peache:s about aocialiam and 

the threat to tho American way of l ife, nor is it so!ng to be .corrected by 

the well-he led, well-oiled and t t imes vicious lobbies which tte pt to 

deatroy every effort whioh is made to clean .up these blight-4 area s through 

the cooper tion of government and priv te groups. 

I've got a burn on bout housing, to put it in t he vern~culnr. I 

think that some of ua need to get aroused. I think sou e of us hnve been 

bludgeoned over the head ao often, ao many times and in ao msey local! tie a 

that we have begun to think we can't vin. Well , I tun here to tall you that 

we can win nnd ve muat win. If we don't, the United States of America ia 

in for · a lot of trouble in the days to come. !he people of thia nation 

who can or do receive a Sears and Roe'Quck catalogue see vhat is available~ 

from the fruita of their 1 bor. The people who read the slick magadnee 

or see the me.rvelous ads in the Sundsy papers about good homes and 'good · 

housing tor those in the upper income brac~ets are not going to be content 

politicallJ or economicall7 until they have a place in which to live that 

is wort~ of human dignity. 

Let1 1!1 think back to the 19.30' s. .All those Nev Deal 7e ra vere gre t 

y-ears. They vere yet.rs when people in government had the cour ge to be 

creative and imaginative. they were years when eople in public lite were 

on the offensive a.1'1\ not retre ting . Ve had an abundance of in~iration 
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11114 courap ODd ~~en though ve otton bad. lD

adequate funds and sometimes the legialatlon was inadequate. We need these 

qualitlea right now. I h ve learned one thing in politics . The moat th t 

70U can do vith your en-.iee is to neutralize th•. You seldom convert 

th•, and y-ou had better o on out and work toward the goals and the objectives 

that you have placed before tho people and promised the. 

there are too tw of ue today who are willing to go on the otfensi ve -

villing to stick our necks out and fight tor things th t people really want . 

That is W;y these liberal, forward-looking rograms always look as if thq 

sre going backwards.. We have retreated because. of the nature ot the attack 

upon ua - not the quantit,.., but the velocity nd the philosoph)" of the 

attaok. This is true in a hundred and one different tields of government 

act1nv. Ve don't al.VIl)"a need bigger appropriation• to get aome things 

done. They help, but theT are not all . \lhat we need today ia a bigger 

demonatration vi th vhat appropr1 tiona we have and a greater de eire and a 

wUlingnese to fight it out. Ve must be villing to go on out into the high-

vaya and the byvqe of America and take thia message of a rehabUitated, 

a re1migorated and a more Yholeso:me and decent .America to the J.aerican 

people. fhe trouble is th t people who live in alUIU can't tl)" to Washington 

to lobb;r1 and the people that vant other people to live 1n aluaa are tlying 

to Washington all the time. 

Back in 1937 the pe~ple were heard and Congress paased the United 

States Housing Act. It did tvo thi ga. Humber oneJ it pointed up that we 

had a housing problem- which anybody in his right mind already knew. 

!lumber tWOJ it gave us a housing opporttmity. For the first time the 

govel"DDI8nt of the United States, in cooperation vith oit.ies and munioip4lit1es, 

counties and •tate a, started to move ahead like a aight7 phalanx again at thia 
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United States. 

The 1937 progr accomplished wonders. Over 190,000 public housing 

units were constructed in the united States in 278 cities cross our land. 

It vo.~ a laboratory of housing e · eriment tion. O.f course, w made 

miat.akes, but out of f!IVery mietake ve gained so e Talu ble information, 

and by the beginning of 'World Var II this nat1 n wa.e well on the road to 

comprehensive, ver-all tt ck u on m jor problem in the American 

aunicip lity snd citya the bli ht, the sltu.s , the decayed are a and 

housin needs of low income groups. 

Then the war years cAme and housing was held at standstill. But 

I want to let you lmow n little seer t about the '\far y ars . Not only 

vere those Jeara from 1940 to 194S the greatest years o.f industrial 

production in the iatory o.f Amerio , not only did ve produce more foocl 

and fiber than eYer before in the history of this nation, but let ae let 

you in on 80mething el••t You . know what else ve were producing? ~lldren. 

In .a,bundance. That ia right. All of the octogenarians who thou ht that 

.ociety waa drying up vote up one d y to find out there vaa a new fiood. 

Buddles .rrom he ven. An val ehe of babies . So to y we find ourselves 

w1 th a hou•ing shorta e 1 w1 th a school short 1 w1 th a diaper •hortage 

and with other pressing needs. d it i s for one sirlple reaaona h1.D18.1l 

k1n4 bae not lost faith in itself. 1here are million• of new .faaUiea. 

Ve are having babies in ever-incre sing numbers. F~ d your facts. These 

are very important f cts. The fact of the cradle, the f ct of the fflm.ily, 

the faot of the income of thai:. family end the number .in that family

those are pertinent f acts to the solution to ezr:r probl• of eoonOIIdc• r 

politics. 
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After Vorld w«a>~p¥uate tMao !acta, ~ 
vbG vaa fortunate en~ hive a famll7 mew what the facta vera. I did. 

We increased the population in our family by JJ)O percent. It appeared to 

M that ever;rbodT I met had done the same. 'We knew there Yas going to be 

a school ahortage even if some people i n the taxpqers aasociation didn't 

want to belien it. We knew there was a housing shortage because our young 

friends and their families couldn 1 t find home a vbich they could afford to 

liYe in. And, after all , housing shortage isn't baaed entirel7 on the 

number of houses. Ther i also the price of the house as rel ted to the 

income of the people. 

but there is for me . 

There isn't any Cudill~c ahortage for aome people, 

I 
There ian t ~ yacht shortage tor some people, but 

there is for me and most of the people that I knov because tbw,r are abort 

of the aoney that it takes to 1:Jtq the yachts and the cadillaoa. Todf11' 1 

no matter how you. look t it; there is a housing shortage • . 
Ooncreea started studying this vbole housing situation. It rntewed 

aDd studied the housing need and our houaing prograa. l'1nall71 in 1949 

it passed a fal'-reaahing lav- the Housing .lot of 1949. The apeoifio 

pro.visio~ ot this lav are important ones, but even more important ia 

the national policy laid down by the Congreaai. 

Here it 1•• 
•The Oongreaa hereby deolaree t the general vel fare and Houri t7 

of the nation and the health and living st anderds of its people r equire 

housing production and relRted communi~ development wuffio1ent to remed7 

the serious housing shortage, the elimination of sub-standard and other 

inadequate houaing through th~ clear ance of slmu and blighted areu, and 

the realisation as aoon as feasible of the goal of a decent home and a 

auitable living enviromaent for ever;r .AJDerican r..u,..• 
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-r, thi~@,~.,P ~ part of public lo.v, It 

vas agreed to by the repnsentatina - the elected representatives, not 

the lobbying repr sentatives - of the people of the United st ~ tes. Those 

vho don • t believe in 1 t ought to b ve the cour ge to slt Congrese to 

repeal it instead of gn :wing at its timbers by conetently cutting the 

appropri .tiona to carry it out. 'I'b.e s truth is, however, thnt since 

its adoption this policy has been kn1.ted repe tedl;y by the op nente o! 

decent living conditions for the American people . 

Their chief target h s been the ublic ho a progrMl . The 1949 

Act utborized the construction of 1351000 houses a year for period ot 

six years. That vas a co promise figure . It surelr didn • t meet th' 

facta . It is interesting how we in Congrees eometimes legisl :te with 

only n side reference to the f cts . The facts were that ve needed well 

over 2001000 units per year tor ore than six years. Ve needed t le st 

tan years of low-coat, lo~income ho lBing. But W comproJiised, and that 

1a vbat you have to do legial tively. Without sacrificing the principle, 

we compromiaed on aome of the details. And ve entered upon tbi compromise 

authorisation or 1351000 units per aar for six years or a tot 1 of 

8101000 lov-cost, blio housin units i the cities and the towns d 

the counties of the United Stat es. Then 'Wb t happened! -

Last year ve appropri ted money for only 501000 un1 ta, 

You lmov there ia a little gimmiok you need to under.tand about our 

laws. Men can get themselves on record as being great, f'orvard-looking 

stateac in this country by votine for lot of l".utboriz tionat but an 

authorisation never bull t e.nything. All that an autboriaetion does ia 

fUl up another pa ge in th pUblic law, hat. really counts ia the 



appropriation• to bac~~rzl~~ 'the approp~::on 11 the 

blood and the muscle on the skeleton or the authoriaa.tion. I have vatched 

some people in V· ehlngton st d up and proclaim themsel es great f riends 

of housing by voting uthorizations. But when the e.ppropri&t i ons corae up, 

those sa:ae people step forw rd and St:i¥, " ell, this isn't the t ime . 

~e 1 ve ot to cut now. ~e have to r educe ." There will never be the time 

t t will maet their st d r ds. " er ency". 

This yeo.r the House of Represent tives is trying to cut thct public 

housing progr dow to 51000 unit • 'l'he Senr. t is being more liber 

but the final grea:nent has not been re ched. Therefore, I want to 

condition you for whAt I think mny v ry well happen. 

h~, we are fi hting r r ard ction. \Te have retre&ted 

almost to the precipice. If w retr t any more we go ov&r the oliff. 

~he progr, tor which we have fought and in w1ch ve believe is now at 

the point Ybere we've got to stand up .d make a l ast ditch fight. Call 

your shota and puni:Ul thoae who unish you. Go on out d get the, or 

they e going to et you and the .\cleric~ people. You can 1 t just bold 

hands around here an sq, "\'ell, he is a nice fello•" 1 if you • re going 

to s ve this progr • The vorld is f illed vi th nice fellows. t you 

need are nice fellows with the courage to be right when they are called 

upon to vote . Wb t you need aTe poople who are willing to atand up ~ 

fight thi fight. 'What you need ar people w'ho are willini to be called 

sociali sts , to be called s1 en ars , t o be c led every name in the book 1 

' but who go on out and fight for a eoent home t a price vhich ericana 

can afford to pay. This pro6 ram. h· a got to be taken out into the 

hi~~~s and the byw ys. nd you1v6 ot to explain it, you'•• got to 

sell it., you1ve got to meet these en iee of our1 head-on. It you v it 
\ 



-8-

tor tbooe .. .neo to ~7~PV"7 ore going to !Jn>aol you 

and oome OYer here to ~ongreas 8nd the.y Will vin their fight because 

no one else ia here to ct as a defensive force 1n behalf of liberal 

d ooraa.r and decent democratic living conditione. 

Ve muat take the of'fensive, friends . We must go to the people 

nnd explain to them just whnt our needs are and what our program is. Ve 

lll\USt phasize the truth, and we must meet this issue of so-c l ed sociali• 

and all that hoew sh he Ld-on. Let me tell you about this aocialillll iasue. 

You think you Er e t e o y ones t t e boin ic ed on? PJ y t hese s ;:ne 

people don1 t even wnnt good public schools. ~he.y are th very same people 

vho lead the fights against better teachers salaries d cetter educ ti nal 

progr8llla . 

These folkl!l s~ they want houses for everybody thnt can pey for 

th•- that ia their argument. They soy, " e want a house, but we don 1 t 

want the government to build it. e vunt John Q, Public, 1-rr. Citizen, to 

be able to buy hie own home." And vhat do they do about it? 'l'hey re the 

very people who are fighting fair minimum vnge lnws. They are tho people 

exploiting our migr tory workers whc live in housing conditions that are 

such a d.is,race that ericans ought. to bow their he da in shame. 'nle.r 

are the very people who are fightin ef ective free trade unionism ao a 

guy can get a dollar for his hour of work. They are the a peopl vho 

are shouting "economT•, and yet gettin ull the aubsidiea they c for 

themsel-.ea. These people are not just opposed to p'ublic houaing, they are 

opposed to anything th.· t is for the pu~ic . They ar OPr-·Oied to tlle blio 

domain being utilized for the good of the American people. They o.re 

oppoaed to the natural resources of this country being developed tor the 

good of the American people. 



These are the ~~a~tective tlood control. Theae 

are the people who hB.~tm.'U ~estJJ 1n a balanced budget than in 

a balanced erica or a b liet or b anced home or a bus.nc~ 

world. These are the eople who re blocking effective river vallq 

development . These re the people ho have f u ht the extension or the 

social security. They even fou~ht the beginning of it. That w s social1• 

too, they said. These are the people, I!l)" fri«pnds; th t h ve fought tEA 

for the farmers. 

These boys, these political dinos urs, the e men from the p st, 
., 

fro. the stone ge of politics h v been oing out d sep r tin and 

set:reg ting the folks who w t better .merica in nice little compartments. 
' 

They take you on one t t e d t hey be t you. But if you eTer t:;et 
I 

together someti .e they w n t know wh t hit them • .. 
htr)r haTe played aro nd s in t hey want every erican to OWl\ his 

own home. So do I. Nothing would s.ke me happi er than to know that there 

¥ s no need whatsoenr for public housing. Nothing would please •e more 

than to know that any mftll could st out and ~ e good home as I have. 

No"hing would make me hap ier th n to know th t nery- man could h ve the 

opportunity to send his children to priTate achools it he w ted to. But 

ve must deal liith the Bituation as it is. 

Sure, I join with them in the great i w of eTery American h .ving an 

income adequate to buy his ow home. -Uut I ask the people vho berate 

these public housing rojects, • hat re you Yilling to do, Mr. Real Estate 

Lobbyist, to see to it thet ev ry .erican does have enough money to h :ve 

his own home? 'What ere y u willing t o do to see th t he is p id an dequate 

enlary for hie work?• 

How I wish this rooa were filled up with the llliyora or the oi t1ea ot 
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ot tho Unitod Bt•tos. ~ p~ ot traffi c and of 

communit y planning nd recreat1 n and education and housing i a. They 

know 1 t nd t hey th best th- ng thct ev r hap nned to their 

city wna when the local public housi g uthority w s ss blished to 

olean out the slums . hey know th fncts , So do you . ThE-y ow, or 

example, ~1lnt the f cts rG on aooe of the slum nd blighted areas . The 

blighted are s have 4' percent of th "jor c:r es and ~5 p rcent ot the 

delinquencies, 5' percent of the rro r- ts d 60 percent of the tuberculosis , 

50 percent of all dise se t t re r co~de lie H th ep rt-

ments and 3' percent ot the fires , nd 45 percent or the city costs . The 

•imple truth is 1 my friend.., 1 th•·t the e test luxu.ry nd th 

extr va ano thtlt America now 3houl ers 1s th extr gance a.n·· the lu:a.uy 

of slum and bliehted areas . 

These areas take 50 per cent of tho cit funds on the ver ge , but 

tho:;r only bring in 5 percent of th.., city revenue. Even the pres\3nt p nts 

in lieu of taxes from bl1c h using projects provide more than t he amount 

which v~s collect d before the e~ vere red veloped . And if y u 111 get 

behin bill which I ve got in the Congre~a up here which voul:i provi a 

for a new _ athod you will gat even .. oro fun 1n lieu of t ~ • 

I know th t blic housin has its 1 t t i ns . I ' ov th t pu ic 

h sing facilities at best c ot vhe f r in b nefits t y u and I 

enjoy so much. I YJ\O that they ll oro ded . I knov that they often are 

not 1n the better areas of the city, t I lcno'\1 tho.t t ~ are a decided 

brprov6:'1ent. I know that in pu lie housL g proj cotn tho families le rn 

hov t o live better. In f ct, it is ~~ost n training period for them 

until they get into t • t income grou l w1 ere they o n march out to bu7 their 
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own hol!l8 or rent th ir~~ @,~e nreas ~ound .publi~· 
housing beco e COIIJ!!lere~ d~.Jf-=-becJJe income producing areas 

1 sto d of L come beorbtng e s. I know thc.t >merle n ci tie tod y .must 

plan for recreation an co.w1unity activity. I kno·( th t all these crocodUe 

te r· ~bout juvc~ll9 delin uenc,y re e in eso until the erloan people 

are 'Willing to o something b l,;..t the phy::Jica.l pl G.ns of /;; erice.n cities 

so that something conatructive c )e o $to curb the delin ·uenc,y and 

to reh&bilitat~ the boaies 1 souls d lives of our children. 

I ·et sick and tir~d of aring people running around end piousl7 

t s.l in about how th delinquency r te ho. n~rea.aed . Let me Just sq tbie, 

The dalinqUifllCY rate will continue to increa e until everybody in 1-.mcrioa 

.becomes suffioi~tly arousad to provide t1e finer things of ~:~c for the 

children of America - until they are re ly willing to dO sot1ething 

about housing, schools, health, d recr ntion . • I don t hn.ve much time for 

t he "moral police" who run around t alkin delin uency1 when they re 

not evan willing to go on out and join in any fights for a better community. 

I ve heard too many or them in my ·a.y, 

Everybody ie worried about t e oral code or llashington, too. 'Well, 

there is a lot of room for improvement, but believe • the moral code b ck 

1n t he c mounities of tunerica where people can become c&lloused to the 

terrible things th t are b£ppening 1 nothing to brag about . Man7 of the 

people who have been dow here i n r ecent weeks giving pioua speeches about 

unethical standards and the !'.lor fiber of our nation t he very same 

peopl e who keep chil ren living i fil th Qnd deg~adation1 who fight gainst 

new school blrl.lcl"ngs or ga.i st nel-r pc.rks and pl aygroun s . 

Yes , 1 t is ad to put your hWld in t he till end to f ilch a few 

· dollars f'rom the public treasury. No one can 0011done th t . lt is wrong. 
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It 11 Ulepl, '!'hoM ~~p~ paniobed, It lo that 

aillple, But let .. t~u aomithing, ladies and gentl•en• He vho 

rob• the atreog\h and the health or a chlld or ot an adult, he who deniea 

that child the opportunity or an ed mation, he who deniea decent wboleiiOIU 

coami t7 standard• and enTiroaaent 80 tba t the t~ 'alq I1"'Y and 

tlouriab ia the really t..onl one. t don 1 t jut mean the people vho 

aotiftl.y oppoM theM t.hi.na• •i~her, I aHn nerybod7 vbo doean't pt out 

and tight .!.E tb-. 

What iaproT•mt there ia to be aade I I vUl tell you how to lin. 

~· 110ral atandarda ot .Amerioat Think about pe_ople. 'fh1nk about ~ter 

people. Think about ohlldre, Think about giving th• opportuni tie a ao 

th• oan illpron their lina. Tbink about al.eaning up your citiea, cleaning 

out tb••• oeaapoola ot aooial infection. Tbink about better standards ot 

aooial ael"rioe. !hint about better relationahipa betveen people. 'lhink 

about breaJd.nc down prej'Qdioe and bigotrr. Th11 ia the vq to iapl'Oft 

~· .,ral oode ot eric • You are not going to improve the aoral code 

by jun U"Nating 801Uboc!T• Oh no. Pear vUl not 1Japrove the •ral. oode 

ot America, Pear ot punilhaent ia not the anwer. The beat k1D4 ot 

oowuni ty 11 not one where there ia atriot law entoro•ent. !be beat k1n4 

ot oo •nt ty ia one vtwn there is a vhole8011le law obHrnnoe, and law 

~bael"'ranoe only oomea when you hue a c~ ty that 1• in balanoe, when 

it ia haPP71 -vh• it vorkl together, wbea there ia a •en•• ot equity aD4 

equality, when people are respected because they are people, when racial 

atandarda and bara are raaoTed, vhen people begin to think 1n tenaa or 

indiTiduala, or God'• children. Th t 1• vhen .America will be better and th t 

ia when the moral code or thia country wUl be iaproved. 
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Iou oan fin P¥ qenay, You """ so . atter 

tboae ;rou can pl"O'fe are guil'\7 and those you SU8J*Jt, but rou wUl atUl 

DOt man Jmerio over. lou vUl atUl not greatl;r improve 1 t. What you 

baTe got to do 1• start right back there llhere 1011 11 n 1n your town, 1D 

rour 'YUlage and 1n your block. StArt rebuilding erioa trcn the baa-.mt 

up. Re-an&qse it, re-useaa it and 1aproye it. 'fbi• ia what ia neecled 

and no GIIOUilt or taoe lilting will do the job. 

How I want to A7 aomething to .:t tritllda in priYate mterpriae, 

and beline • tb• are tbe .oat i portent people 1n the world. 'ftlia ia 

priYate eoon~. Tb t ia the vrq I want it. The beat anner to the 

public bouaing proer• ia tor the private denlopera to build a houM thot 

people oan atford to lin 1n or cnm, or to 110rk vith the rest of U8 to 

litt the inoo a or people to liHt the ooat of these houaea. 'l'he aimple 

tl'uth ia t the gap betveen housing coats and fuil;r inoome 1a still 

juat about aa IIUCh ae it was ten rears &&0• •• can't ignore that fact . 

Jfov what are the facta about income dietribution in Americat 

Aooording to the 19~ oen.ua- the 1 at w haTe - (:1/'1. ot the t..Uies 

1n the United States had an inoome under _,000 • year. In lm, ~ or 

all the tax pqera in .Aaerioa bad an inoome under .,,ooo a ;rear. 49ft or 
all faail7 income produoera 1n Aaerio have an income UDder 31000 a year. 

heH people have children, too. Lots of th•• Jov haft JOU rnr figured 
( 

out hov you would bu1' a houae !'rom printe mterpriae vith a t..U;r income 

under 3,000 a ;rear? uhUdren bav• tonaUliUa. They get the aeul.ea. 

They have .all kinds of troublea that coat aonq. I vant to find out bow 

a person liTes vitb an ayerage famil;r on ) 1 000 a year. 

3]$ or the fsmiliea in f.merlca have inco •• ot over 41 000. 
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!h-:y are the top thi~A ~~at vh1ch the preaent. prin.te 

houaing program has be~•~ i! o~er llrci8,. the progJ;"aa ve haft 

todq ia a one-third prograa. It the priTa\e houdng .indu tr7 vanta to . 
. . ~ 

han no more public housing then 'I give thf!ll this challenge a Produce a 

house t t i~ fit to live in th t can be rented by these people with thia 

kind of income. That is the anaver. 'fh t is the whole thi ng. Some or th• 

haTe done a pretty good job. Some or the veteran• houaing has been well 

dcme. Many- builder• have le111.rned hov to do a tine job or aasa conatruotion. 

Th87 ha.Te learned how to cut costa and t the ·s e time they haTe learned 

how to 1:1 ft a good piece or propert.7 • I e.ll for thil 1 but it. doecm' t 

go far enouch, Thq can 1 t pre•ent to the American Congrese and to the 

American people a 0011pl.etel7 and totall7 privnte progrem that vUl eet the 

need• or t..Uies with incomea between 1000 and .,000 a 7ear. And by the 

vq1 there are lEt& ot the .Aaerican t8lli.liea thnt have thP.t kind ot income. 

I au th• to present a private houling progr th t vUl •Mt the need ot 

those taaUiea. 

T'h-.r knov th-.y can't do it. They ought not to YRnt to do it. This 

lov-inoome area ahould be spaced out tor the kind or mutual cooperation and 

••iatance which ve have in public housing. Some or these other groups, 

Jliddle incasae groups, are the kind of income groups that ought to be in 

cooperative housing. What America needs today ia a balanced houaing prograat 

PriTate housing with government a as1etanceJ Cooperative houaihg where 

individuals can get together with low r nt es ot interest through long maort-

isati n to build their coopera tive housing pro4ectaJ and the low-income, 

low-rent public houaing tor those who need it. !'hat ia a aound and a aaBe 

policy, !hat is the policy that we need. lie have most ot it in public lav, 

ucept tor good cooperative housing, but we need th t, t.oo, 



We have 

wn t is reall ine 

-1,. 
~~~on1 t have the a propriation•• 

d ~{e Uouee aml,Ldment to cut to 5,000 unite 

is sinpl th~t tho~e n t he low-i~e e groupe shall not have an7 houaee. 

They o n sleep in t.l-t et eet • Th y e live 1n the cell rs nnd the b s&-

ment • They e n live i the vermin and the r t-infested ten•ents or the 

American oi ties. Th t i wh t th ropoein , d I dare them to come 

out and defend it. They telk eoonom • There is no eoono in this, It is 

miser ble miserliness thPt will only drive people to despair. 

I W:! t t o o tho.s9 wh would cri .. le these programs to tell me how 

they r~ '!0 '1 to house so le with ncm~es under ~,000 ye r in livable 

us.rters. d 31 eroent or the io f ilies h ve incomes UDder 2,000 

ye r. These eo le "re in essence eyin ; I repeat, th t they don't care 

for the Jl percent, They r s ne th~t t ·hey wsnt nothin to do with them 

but to let th be. They believe n the uality of rich and poor. Doth 

mr.y sle p in the tter 

othe e do 
1t. 

unde the brid ee. Except one h to and the 

We hav ne aro md now lli th thes et tiatiosl charts d all these 

nice t ement of ours long en • he f eta ar on: our eide. Social 

ju~tice !s on our si e. No man Wh h s ev r visite hie church p, d ~at in 

silent medi t ti c. e.f"end wh t h been going on. No man Yi th even s 

tiUch soci sensitivity ns a crocodile can defend what has been goin on --

an yat it h~s not been stopped, Why1 Beo use there h ve been peP~S to 

assion, to prejudice, an to ~ae. People hnve been itted ainet peo le 

in eommtmities thRt have . ent '0 years in building ood llill. I know ot 

wh t I sp~, ..f"riends. I h e been in oommuni ties \there they h ve learned 

how to live A>gethe!" - Prote tent, Catholic and J w 1 wbi te nnd ack -

communities where the ministr,y and the ublie offici s and the educators have 



haw woNod their he.C 0 mp:; 'j(ve eo fr ~:d e .unl h\man 

b 1n s~ \ihat has ha ened' The Real Estate BoD.rda have co e in there and 

fNmed prejudice untll tode.y 1111ch of the wrk thHt we f ought for so h d 

h a b8en lost, I don't forgive thes people tor th t. 

I w t thm to lllB.ke their oney. I w nt th to m ke e.lot of it; 

but I don 1 t vant them to alee it the e ene of te ring dow. the better 

th ings of community lif • I d At t them to make it by tannin biiOtr:T 1 

t 
discrimin tion md prejudice. I don t vant the to m e 1 t bT distorting 

"' 
the taots. I w t to s~ that if A!nerican tree enterprise is acing to 

tJU~ve, it will h Te to be humane. tt will :ve to be tilled '\dt .• eo: pe.aaion. 

It will h ve to em hasiz humanitarinni • This ia the difference etveen 

erioan enterpri e ~d ente~rise in other a of the world. he r al 

diff renee between our wey of ~ife e.n the total! tarie.n vey of lite is ur 

cone for eopla. ny economic syst or any eoonomio pro vhioh 

die g rde the n s and the hopes end the aspirations of a.ey ••~ent or 

the people is a progr which 1• veak. It 1a tllled w1 th the aeed of ita 

ow destruct! n d will ultim t ly p uce trouble. Don't forget. h t ~ 

'l'he ep1r1 t of my country th spirit of this n. ti is not the 

spi t of the doll sign. 'l'he s iri t of rq country n the spirl t f 

this n tion is not the s 1 1 t of waving the b r of oney, money, nq. 

Th spirit of thie o untry ie the spi it or human equalitt. It is the 

piri or oonpaseion. It is th ep1rit of affect! n d re pect for on •s 

ne hb re . It is tha spirit of h it rianis • It is t e spirit of the 

helping htmd to the helpless . It i s t he s pirit of ch oter md of 

generosity. 'l'his ie the str.ongth of erica .. 'l'be people who p ade arouncl 

here talki g a ut the strength or er o s bUanoed budget h ve got 



a business eehin metho in their 

h rts. 

The etr-;- ' of t is country isn t 1. t e Fed~r budget. Th t 1• 

a o r necti of t P'l b f . . ric • Th. stren h of this nntion 

is n its f ilies, es1 in its chil ren, in its echoole, in it 

libr ries , in tie -- ~d the sooner we ive 

tis point . () g t o be. 

et w n 1 s eool f el 1 

.eric ·p rt of tot 1 

c •t t h economic n politic forc~o i n 

hny t gh here , o to ~ politic ·l repre ent t v and 

c 1 on them. Tell th y u e n t t er to hol h ds , u ure t ere to 

t lk b t JOUSina . Tell tb th~t th nk w bt · t 1 st send 8 

much fo the h s of o r pe s . t, for ex ~le, on tr c ·ing 

down the 

ou ht to tr~ck it o~, t \1 OU '"ht a d much o the hou f 

our le 8 w on e of th e e eci iz sub i ie • I here t o 

t mo in su sidi t o co eroi c rriers tha 

Unite t es f eric or our tr rt i .n thr~ h o ever e n exp d d 

i.ng of t _ ople w w uld use those meMs of 

tr nsnort 

I sk you t enlis t l: me s f ot r i n the 

at or the w rt hile project of t he ao wh...tch ,.era ounoedin the 

Hou ng ct o 1949 . I s · :.r u to enlist with e decent home 

co M it co t ~ns ~n n ironm nt _or the e ic famili 1 

and th e ioan peopl • And you c m do 1 t if ou but h8"18 the vill end the 

dnermina'\ion. !hank you very auoh, 
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