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parity position or !araen, the t&rMrs• ahare of the food dollar , 

and what farmers keep f roa gross inc - are alao all sbarpl,y 

dam, according to t h rld Report. 

These are arni s that .t be heeded, it we are to 

aYert the kind of col.lapse that baa plun uaintoput 

depresaions . 

IPM"iate, poai t1ve, conat ructi.- action 1a needed to 

( bolster the econcmc cliaate tor Aaerican agriculture . 

Action is needed to clarity the contlicting philoaophiu 

ncar so apparent within the ranks t .ldlliniat7ration in reprd 

to agriculture. 

ction is need to aake fPod the repeated usurancea o! 

the l eaders and platto s ot both political parties that ecoDOJiic 

protection tor agriculture would be continued. 

Action is needed to establish such economic protection as 

a basic public olicy, tull,y accepted as in the public ' s interest, 



• President• I smd to the desk a bill to aec011pli8h 

that purpose. 

It vill aasure .Aaerican farEra fair returna tor mawering 

the nation ' s call to greater production. It will eliainate the 

threat of conocic penalty !or pro cin in the abundanc the 

nation nov requires to aeet fully ita cblleatic and international 

needa. 

[ I aa propoain that the t price support level be at 

90-l ot the parity fair return standard f or all buic aDd other 

designated •torable co ties - t e parity level pledged to 

tbe .American fa.naer by President Eisenhower cbring Ule campa:l.gn. 

I - propOIIin to •ke mandator y the support or a nurliber 

ol co odities v · ch are now subj ect to the di cretion--or 

indiscretion-of the Secretary ot Agriculture . 

he bill vo add .tlaxaeeda, soybeans, oat. , rre, barltl)' 

and grain sorgh to the list or co odi ties aupported bT 

mandatory 90-1oo,& price supports . 



It would 

product.,. cattl , ho s and poultry and e ga at not lesa than 

90% of parity. 

I rurt er ropoa to extend e period of tim, 

dator,y farm pric s porta rou&}l 195 , ear atter tbe 

new Adllinistrat1cn take of.t1ce. 

I aa ukin that t pre t dual pari t fonaula be 

continued for t • period, instead ~ requiring the ao-

callecl •new fo:raul..a• to go into effect at tbe end of ne year. 

In this ill, I purpo 1.¥ not 11aiti the Secretary 

of Agriculture to e Mthod ot support for periabablea1 

reco ding inatead. that he consider the u of an7 or all of 

several alternativ thod.a . 

e t ace liah price upport to th famera 1IIL thout 

penalizin co ra by withholding such perishable product. 

tro etul, consumption. 

• esi ent, !meric f&nll ra were told b7 reaident 

senho r 1n a campaign speech at .Brookin a, South Dakota, on 
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October 4, 19$2, ~ 0 U:::>) )f 
•The ubllcan Parv ia pledged to 1be 8Utail11na 

ot the 90.' of parity price auppor-ta, and it ia pledged 
Ten or an that to helpi tbe !araer obtain hie 

full arit,.-1 l()O,S at parity, w1 a guarantee in price 
supports at ~.• 

arlier at Jtasaon, Jlli ota, on Sept ber 6., Presi nt 

senhower saida 

in go 

• I 1'i rm1,r lieTe that agriculture ia enti tl d to 
a fair • ull a hare of the national inc • • • &Dd a tnr are ia not rely of parity- but .run parity. • 

added, and again I quotea 

•A• pro 1 in the .publican plattona , tbe 
DOilpei'Mhable cropa ao illportant to the diTeraitiecl 
tamer --crop• 111ch aa oat.a., barley, rye and. so)beana 
~ t protection aa &ftilable to 
the •Jor cub crop• . • 

alao said, in tbe e tal.ka 

• :ust find eoUDd. oda of ta1.n1n greater 
protection for our dinrsitied faraa • our producer• of 
periahable fooda . They yield the r ich na1 ty ot at, 
milk, e s, f'ruits aDd veg tables that aupport. out 
nutritious natimal diet ••• ve can and will find a 
sound va to do t job. • 

• Presidmt, vi th tho Tie I st artiq auee. 

I haTe accepted P sideotls pleg to AJerican tamers 

ai , as I mre our f rs ve do • 



I velc 

with the conatructtve tara philosopey of the DemocraUc 

adainistrationa un er which a culture had been guided out 

ot the depth of depression into its period of eatut pro rue 

and prosperity . He ed to agree with JUDT of ua that our 

tuw price support la neede to be strang eD8d and e~anded 

!8 npression of JV agre eat, I placing before 

the ate in bill form the eana of carrJing out Presi.dllnt 

Eiaenbover•a pl es to erica•a far.ra . It ia deaigned to 

our entire agricultural e canoa.;y by ding th doubt and 

uncertainty that now hanp over the ead. ot ev ry tamer riui 

h1a in es ent in the production of f ood and tiber tor the 

nation's needa. 

ere ia urgent ed f or such ction w1 tbout dllq'. 

y alter day, farmer i my State of nnesota ad in 

other states are tWibli to the brink of financial ruin ove.r 

the iagara of falling t prices . 
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tate 1 isl ture of eao , and ot appeal.JI for action traa 

fu-.rs out precedent aince the 19201 a, when agriculture wu 

peait d. to 

c v r pendt such decllne again. 

em the contrary, we urg nt)¥ 

in oar agricultural econc.;r at thia Yer7 tille . 

Agriculture• a ob hu not chan ovemight. F&J"Mra ot 

t • countl"T still y the t eDdoua aponaib111 ty or prodD.cing 

abundantly to eet all th apanding n..U ot a growing population, 

ot contri butin their utao t to the ecollOIIiiJ strength ot our 

country at a u t be - and r.ain - econ<aicall,y 

atrong . 

ood require ts or f uture w1ll be uch greater than 

nov, zd ways 11.uat b found to ake f urther • in production. 

be pd'bleM controUing f&l'llera trying to ac:cc.plla their 

job or production ven •t changed ovemi t either. T ry are st1ll 
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re, md • t ~ Qel(. af cbaapa 1n tM 

oo ti'T' a liti al 1e n P• 

ore at ia t proba of ill8arin oootinued 

providin ao of nable r tuma 

tor t f r produoin it . 

··~ 1n 
ch abundant production, 

DOt j at t r . 

popul&ti a n inc m.na at the rate ot about 

2t aU11 a Je - 2 ailllcm ore 

7,400 a 11 )00 an our 1 five every ainu • 

n t 0 t population treod, oona era Ye a 

a e 1n a md prod cti e .,-icultaral 

eclODCliiQ'. Abundant a ricultural proclucti..on ia co a 

eategua nat aoari retail ricea, t t price cootro~a 

are bein ac ttle • 

t an t era o o on producing in ab ance 1 

s 1ntereat. 
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of oth f&l'll8re 
CCOPY 

co ra, w t uintain tbe incentive 

ot fair price to e e ab ce . • t th• tind ..,.. to 

UN that abuodallce viael,y vi tmut DAlisi.ng the producer. 

oth Presidential candidate ncognised d .ccept.ecl 

Unt'ort.unatel7, f rs are learn in that a aharpq 

con.fiictinc philoaop}\y 18 coaine out fro• bidinc fro• within 

the ranb b1&h in the councila of the R ubl.i.can Part.,. . 

Tbe diac dited •st.arn out- thea17 ot loveri.Jl& pricu 

to force co~~pulaory adjustMDta ia being brushed ott aDd hauled 

into public ligla'. again . 

Fuwn ve a right to know t al intent.iona ot t 

publican ~niatration. 

know t sident Ei hover proAiaed th • 

y knov vhat ecretary of A culture neon ia aay!Qg. 

hey know the two rl are in marp con.tl1ct. 



~ 

m SecreCOcllt1 ~dou ted]¥ a sine~, 
earne ly r eligious • vertheles 1 hie principles 

are obvious oppo 

ecret son xpoun s ....- philosop in an 

ad ss at t . P 1 in c h e clared that •pric supports 

should prod insurance apin.t, diauter- . e appareoU.7 

do n•t elie• price aupporta aho ed to prorlde faraers 

a iDa\U'an o fair pricea. 

ar.rs ra e ve r1 h t to e alana d at what looks like 

e beginning o a ll-out -- a repudiation of what had been 

pledge to not once but r.peatedl.y dllring the campaign. 

hey 'tdll e en ore al.anMtd i f t y ad t reaarka 

of the Pres:l. ent pro teapore of t ate ( • cigu) ivan 

int aren s ttin t e sta far tu.rni.ng 

back the c ock to a aurvin.l- o - t fittest, aqueea -o - t -

lit le fellow f ar ph1~oaoph3". 
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5Mb a cour~ il2 Jt:ation of the 

ident' s pledge to t f&l'llera of tbia count , met a 

dangerous tampe ith t natiOn • s future food ·~ply. 

t 1 clear to •, on the buia of Secretarr nenaon•a 

lipeech at • aul, t at if there is to b 8D3 action to 

etrengt 1111 farm. e , and halt price eclines, that acUan 

JIUt be clear initiatecl T tt. CoD&re•• 

it appean clear to ae , on e 1a ot tbe Senator 

from e H pehire' pol.ic7 atat ton day, that U &Dl'thin& 

ia going to . be done to make good President Ei8enhower• a caapaign 

pledgee to fart~era, it vill have to be supported fraa tbi ld.de 

the aiale instead of ending upon t P sident' ·a ovn ll&jori'ty 

That ' all I ve ci>na in t bill- to uk tbe Senate to 

make good on the to rican t rs b7 both poll tical 

parties . 
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t e di cr tion - or indiaereUon - or the Secretary ot 

Agriculture . oweTer .sincere he IIAY e, hia bui.c philosophy 

does ot gree wit h t necessity of ntai.nin high le?el 

.tarm. rice .s port • 

ort ely , rose above his own principles long 

eno to extend a t leut MpOrari tbe e:xiating 90 perc.1t 

support for dairy rocllct. . 

decisio ia certainly welcome, t it holds little 

uaurmce for t f e -- fo.r either ry producta , ar other ·~ . 

c ties. 

In anting th 90 percent support daiey extension, the 

Secretary still d clear was oppo ed C* it in priDciple. 

And he certainly g Te 0 outlook o bat his ideaa are 

toward r educin price pports in the futur • 

t • quote fro a hingto , post article uplaining 

Secretar,r enso • positions 
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[;jQc[!. Yc-.oo) pointed out, 
ho v • tbat a:y price tor t • Gam 
and t ic go into it trill aappor t.ed at 90 percct 
of parit.y, at least 1 54. It would not fair t.o 

dair ,- pric e , he rel t , antil com and at coae 
down in pd.ce . • 

Co d it b 

pp t ot all b ic co odi t s r 19$41 

abundanc 

t a 

da to told aDd ante t.o 

o q ae po • :re 

tbe t •, t he cul ot tr ' t 

0 1 tara ti knOll 

0 :ta d • 
tos do j_, ul t ural price• 

dra our into r 

• 

t t ople ant 

t t a 

o 11 tion to rot.ect ro cerB or that abundance. 
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th Sec ~QEJfdgeo have recently 

en n dia ta 

i die& are nkin in te of scarcity, rat..bJ than 

to u of it . 

• keacr en suddenl¥ bein created 

t time w n e r st d;y 

the ld' s fo production 1• t ev keeping pace 

ith 1 ta popula ti growth? 

ov can e be talk out urplu a o£ corn, n 

ave us1 re eed DB iYe produced the 

upon our reserves ti l we 

should b at s e 1 vels 

h t.alldn a ut • 

tl not in to turnin ack ard an:r 

scarcity philosop or · culture. re ec t e tio ot 

que n t h li ttl fellow o t of bu · til roduotion 

be 0 tric t fici g pric 

from th cons r . 



I • af'rai 

c •t et ov r he bit ol looking back tvent7 eans or o . 

all sincerity, I t to turn around and look ad, 

in d . u e a responaibility and a nev obU at.ion 

to loo ad, d to t constructi 1y for the .tut • 

ow foo ton ric an 

f rs? Let iv •• 
To a ply eac per son in 1975 wit • • st darda 

of diet we · a e been ll re r about 5 billion "• Q ~ 

po ds of r d at ere prod c d in 1950. 

t tor at eana t t by 1975 ve will 

annu.al. 1 r s s u1 &lent to 1950 pig crops of owa 

and e raaka, LUS 195 c rs of ta, Texas, aDd 

crops of ontana, Cllling, tab, 

and evada. 

ill ne 10 illion ore arts o£ lk--equal to 

the 1950 p o<ilotion of ic an, ·isocnsin and ork. 
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i.ll s --

ual 0 t 1950 p uction or Calitomia, . ua, aouri , 

11 oi , 

ti orlde 

to l d.in o o • And yet all of 

197) our 

a t p uotian l.aDt. that •uat 

dean con. re. 

• t time to atar d1 that. plant. Clil t 

1 ta prod.uc t.1. v o • t ling r r it b 't 

Juat t t 

ine ? 

bat t s tolks who talk ao glibly about 

tur dj nts 1 t , an 1 

rai su h tlqa 



-17-



• ll 1o 

elo \., ro ot 

• 

r1 

0 t - to . " 

cult .. 

t Ua 

_,.. t t. 

tu 

lt 'Will 

t t • i rt 

··e 1 , • a 1D iU · (I 

1 , 

t t J ric t f 1949, 



_, 'f -

CCOrPV 
riM nl 

1f at •Uwe . tu. 

vrtv. 

In t ct, u t q t. 

pp .,, tit! (; r .... 
1e t. t1e • 

All r at t ~· , · t 

• 



-2.o-

r , .tor bl t eUo tor 



-,.., -

) . CO~:ieredlt orl 

twill t 0 17 • 

• c to t. 

ualy 'I' Ut • 

' '· o _ 1Dt tor 

r 1 

• • 

t ti D t t t UD1 
' 

ill .s t 1 

' I 

'Yiift r r1 r~r . 

1 

l"l 

1 

• 

I 1 1 

r 



I 

• 
· cultur 

W hould 

sot 

toroth 

1 . 
. ch 



• 

• 

• it 1a 

r 1 ioD 

D t.ect 1\7 t 

too r o: to ld. 

lt1 11' • 

t't 1s v. I I 

re DT ot w 



( 

• 

- · 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


