
·• 

From the Office of 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 
140 Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. c. 
NAtional 8-3120, Ext. 881 

A-21 . 9-~ -== zn, ~ / t!9 64. r-rr g-~--
RELFASE FOR THURSDAY A.M. PAPERS 

MARCH 11, 1954 

Deeds rather than words toward making any changes in agricultural policies 

more gradual in their impact upon farmerswere called for by Senator Hubert H. 

Humphrey yesterday (Wednesday) in an address before the annual meecing of the 

Faribault County Co-op Oil Association at Blue Earth. 

President Eisenhower's assurances that any changes would be "gradual adjustmen~s 

do not jibe with Secretary Benson's drastic actions, Senator Humphrey told the farmer 

''\<That's grad~l about abruptly droppine; dairy price supports from 90% to 75% 

of parity, wiping out $6oo,ooo,ooo in dairy farm income -- $2,500,000 per month in 

Minnesota alone?" he asked. 

"What's gradual about leaving corn entirely out of the set-aside program out-

lined by the President to ease the impact of the so-called sliding scale of lower 

price supports, and provide instead for speeding up rather than slowing down the 

forced drop in corn prices?" 

Secretary Benson's claim that he had to cut dairy supports to 75% of parity 

under the existing law "is just a political alibi", Senator IItunphrey said. 

"If it isn't, why hasn't he shOT,.;n any willingness to support the change in the 

law we have proposed, to modify any reduction to not more t hn.n 5% per year?" 

Senator Humphrey asked. 

"If the present lavr is all that stands in Secretary Benson's way, I invite 

him to make known his support for our constructive effort to prevent discrimination 

against the dairy industry", he added. 

Senator Humphrey referred to S. 2962, which he is sponsoring with Senator 

Thye and 24 other Senators to prevent Secretary Benson's drastic slash from going 

into effect on April 1st. 
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Democrats in the Congress are putti ng the nation's 

interests foremost and working as a responsible minority toward 

constructive objectives rather than being cont ent to 11 slt back 

and criticize", Senator Hubert H. Humphrey told the Hennepin 

County DFL Conven tion in tlinneaDolis las t ni ght. 

Such objectives, Senator Hum~hrey declared , include: 

l.Halting re cessionary trends, through tax reduction 
· "where it is needed the most 11 to stimulate the country's 

purchasing power and aid America's small busi ne ss. 

2.End ing the uncertainty noJ demoralizing agricultural 
markets through extending continued fair and eff ective price 
Protection to farmers com)l ed 1tJ'i th sound ap-8roaches t01-1ard 
~making wiser use of our abundance for the- ben9fit of all the 
people. 11 

3.Protecting the nation's security agai nst any 
internal threat of Communists without undermin i ng the 
democratic processes and civil liberties that Communi sm 
itself seeks to destroy , through a "fair play " cod~ of 
rul e s a nd procedures for investigating committees, and by 
centralizing security inquiri es in a joint committee of the 
Hous e and Senate adequately staff ed by eY~erienced security 
investigators, 11 to serve the nation, rather than h eadline 
hunters 11 • 

4.Conservation and dcveloDment of the nation 's natural 
resourcos for the benefit of all the American people, 11 i nstead 
of allowing them to b e either neglected or exploited for 
private gai n 11 • 

Hi ghlights of Senator Humphrey's comments on each 
of those objectives included : 

Taxation: "'He 1 r e going to s ee that t~1e country ge ts 
the kind of tax r eduction needed to stimulate purchasing power 
for th? broad base of the American peoDle , i nstead of just 
tax reli ef in the upper brack u ts in-any 'trickl e down ' theory 
of aiding our economy ... Si nce i r: trod,J.ction of my own bill calling 
for raising individual personal t Rx e xemptions from ;6GO to lsoo, 
united support has been d~veloping behind such a program through 
the l eadershiP of Senator~eorge , foremost authority in the Congr ess 
on tax and fiscal polici es , along with Senator s Hill and Douglas .• ~ 
.. As a result I am confiQen t that the Senate will vote a tax 
reduction program that really means scmething to the average 
individual, coupled with easing or eliminati on of excise taxes 
to aid American business and tax policies that would encourage use 
of inves tment capital for busine ss and. industrial expansion." 



a.. ( r • 

2--

Farm situation: 11 We 1 re tryi ng to get the cart back in 
front of the horse •• offer ing progr ams to use our abundance, 
instead of complain about it, and continuing fair protection 
to American agriculture when it needs it most, instead of end
a ngering our entire economy by f urther pulling the rug out from 
under our great farm economy ". 

Senator Humphrey emphasized the vital role of America's 
plentiful food supplies as a qposi t ive arm" of foreign policy, 
declared that abundance rather than scarc1ty was the best 
protection for America's con s•lmer s , and insi s ted that farmers 
should be "rewarded rather than penalized" for proffiding such 
abundance. 

Since their inception 20 years ago, Senator Humphrey 
said, farm price supports have only co s t t he American people 
a n average of 35 cents per per son ? er year-- 11 mi ghty cheap 
insurance for a bundant fooc1, and a stable farm economy". 

He called attentionto the fact that the Joint Committee 
on the Economic Report, "watchdog " for the Congress on the nation's 
economic trends, voted 12 to 2 aga inst t he President's reccomend
ations to lower farm price suuports b ecause of the detrimental 
effect of such action on the country's entire economy. 

Internal security: "It's time we raised our internal 
security safeguards to a higher l evel than headline-hunting 
compe tition between rival committees." 

Senator Hum~hrey outlined the bill he is co-sponsoring 
with Senator Douglas (D.,Ill.) for creation of one joint 
committee on internal security in the congress to avoid the 
multi9licity of investigating committees, providing for a 
11 fair play" code of committee procedures to protect civil rights, 
preserve democratic processes, and safeguard against a buses. 

Natural Re sources: "America's future is closely linked 
with proper care and us e of its great natural re sources ••• Concern 
is growing in Congress over t~ ends to either neglect such 
resources or give t hem away for private exploitation." 

Senator Humphrey '\varned of the clrastic slashes in 
apuropriations for forestry programs, natio nal ~ark develoument, 
and soil conservation work, and salled a t t entionto his proposal 
t hat Congress establish a Joint o~i tt e a on Natural Res ources 
to serve as a wa tchdog of the public' s i n t e:;:->es ·~ in r es ource 
protection and developmento 
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