
Offi ce of 
Vol unteers for Humphrey 
1722 Hennepin Avem1e 
Mi nneapol i s , Minne sota 
BRidgeport 4112 

FOR RELEASE 
A. M. PAPERS 
FRIDAY , SEPTEMBER 17 , 1954 

SENATQR HUMPHREY TO PUSH FOR FOOD STAMP PLL\N IN CONGRESS 

Use of a "food stamp" p l an t o st i mvlate cons ,,mption of abundant f ood prodncts 

among America's les s f ortuna te cit i zens was ca lled for by Senator H,,bert H. Humphrey 

las t n ight in an address at an Isant i County DFL Rally at Cambridge , Minnes ota 

Senator H1Jmphrey, a Pthor of one stamp plan f or distribntion of surplus dairy 

products and co-a , ··t hor of two other propos a ls f or similar d istribut ion of other 

s ur pl 11s food pr oducts i n the last sess ion of the Congress , pledged a "determined 

f ight 1
' f or enactment of S1Jch legisla tion at the next session 

"It i s ridic t,l OlJS f o:r t he Administrat i on t o refuse considerat ion of any plan 
f or mak ing wi se ·se of our f ood ab •,ndance" , Sena t or Hlllnphrey s a id. 

"D,,r i ng t he l a st s ession of Congress , hear i ngs were refused on the Humphrey 
Dai r y Die t Divi dend proposal , on the Kerr-Humphrey plan for s upplement i ng the meager 
allowances to ol d age a ss :i.stance r ec i pients and dependent children with $10 monthly 
i n f ood stamps , and on t he Aiken- Humphrey food stamp plan offer ing fo od stamps t o · 
encour age c ons ,_,mpt ion of S11rph,s f ood pr oduc t s among all low-inc ome fami lies. 

"The only rea s on a ction was not t aken was the reluctance of t he Administra
t i on t o s upport any of these pr opos a l s -- or t o offer an a l t ernat i ve of its own. 

"Congress recognizes the need for wiser use of o1Jr f ood ab 11ndance f or the 

benefit of our people. Chair man Geor ge Aiken of the Senate Committee on Agricu.l-

t vre recognize s t hat need -- b 1't has been embarra ssed by the inacti on of Secretary 

Benson . 

"It is time t he Admin i stra t ion quit regardi ng our S11rplus f ood stocks as mere-

l y a propaganda '·reapon t o us e a ga inst our f arm programs, and turn their attention 

instead t o constructive plann:Lng for putt i ng f ood on t he tables of American 

f amilies" , Senat or Hlimphr ey s aid 

S1Jrp l1's but ter and other da iry products would be "wiped out over night" i f 

s uch health- giving c ommod i t ie s were made available to America's tho1'Sands now 

unable t o afford proper diets, he qeclared. 

"Food stamp plans can accomplish the twi n ob jecti ve of s upplementing the diets 
of America's unf ort ,nates , and at the same t i me stabilize our a gricultural economy 
by eliminating temporary s 11rplvses" , Senator Humphrey said . 

"If we v ill just give as much attention to finding ways to 11se our food as we 
give to complai n i ng abovt its ab ,mdance , we can find plenty of good uses for it. 
For example, it is time we made use of our dairy s urplus in veterans hospitals; it 
is time we made sure 011r boys i n the armed forces all got health-giving butter and 
milk; it is time •re expanded our school lunch program, and made more surplus foods 
available to welfare agencies", he declared . 
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