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BENSON REFUSES PLEA TO BOLSTER SAGGING EGG PRICES 

An appeal from Minnesota's pot'ltry industry leaders f')r temporary governnent 

purchase of eggs under the school lunch program to bolster collapsing egg prices 

has been turned down by Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson, Senator Humphrey 

revealed last night dt~ing a talk at Buffalo, Mi nnesota. 

Senator Humphrey called Secretary Benson's action "one more example" of the 

Secretary of Agriculture's "lack of concern and understanding about problems of mid-

1-rest agriculture". 

"The only help Secreitiary Benson will ofer i s to say 'I told you so', proudly 
pointing to the fac t that t he Department ' s Poultry and Egg Situation report pllb
lished last May said 'The ot•tlook for 1954 is for a less favorable year than 1953'", 
Senator Humphrey sai d. 

"We are not interested in ~vhen Secretary Benson f orecast e. collapse in egg 
prices; what we want to know novr i s what he is going to do about 1 t." 

At the r equest of leaders in Minnesota 's po ltry ind1stry, Senator Humphrey 

wired Secretary Benson early this month t~ging that emergency purchases of eggs be 

started with available f nds held by the Department f or just s tch purposes, with 

the eggs to be served in the nation 's school lunch program. 

Authority exists for such purchases to ease the po1.utry industry over the 

present depressed period, Senator &.~phrey said. 
\, 

"But Secretary Benson refuses to use either the authority or money at his com
mand, preferri ng instead to rely upon a recommendation of his own hand-pi cked ad
visory committee last April t hat solution of its own problems should be left to the 
poultry i ndustry", he declared. 

"In case Secretary Benson does not know it, egg markets have been plunging 
dovnhill since last April and egg producers urgently need temporary help . 

"The least that Secretary Benson can do is consider Minnesota ' s request in the 
light of presently existing conditions , not in light of some recommendation made 
five months ago'' . 

Senator Humphrey emphasized that Minnesota producers had asked ~nly temporary 

help to ease them over a criti cal period. 

"But we }fave 'peen denied even that temporary assistance 1 unde+t the ~chool 
1 mch program . Yet Secretary Bens~m uses these same f unds to buy Kadota figs be
cause there is an over-supply. It Just does not make good sense to me." 

Senator Humphrey protested w~t he termed S~cretary Benaon 1 s "insip.uations" 

that government egg purchases for the school lunch program would ~an "dictatorial 

control" over the poultry industry. 

Secretary Benson's reply rejecting the appeal for aid sai~, in part : 

"We agree with the expressed desire of the majority of the members of 
this great ind1stry that turning over th~ir affairs ag~in to government 
dictation and control is not ill their b~~t inte:reat." 

"Since when is selling eggs to the school lunch program 'tl.lrp.i:qg over their af
fairs to government dictation and control?" Senator Humphrey asked. 
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SFI&I JL. tO AV~ STAR·- ·- -- lOR REI.EASE THURSDAY 1 S • .J) 

From& Volunteers trr HumphreJ" 
Ci ti•ens • OoDDii ttee 

United States Senator Hubert H. llwlphrey brought his campaign 

tor re-eleotion i nto W&Terq Jlondlf' attemoon, reviewin& hia record 

i n the Congresa cad asking tar a Tote of conti clenoe. 

It a Deaocrat ic majority i a elecrted to the Congras in ot'ub_., 

Senatrr lluphrey prollliaed, thq lVill Te •top pl'iori.tJ'• toa 

1. Restoring tarm. :pl"ioe mpporta to 90 per oent ot parl7. 

2. laiaing individual 1ncor. tax eu111ptiona ao 8ftl70D8 .., 

share equal.l.7 in tax reductions. 

). Moption ~ a food staap plan to make uae ot food abu.ndanoe 

•ong men, 110man, md children on public assi stance ar olcl ... 

pensions. 

4. laming S.oretar;y ot Agriculture Benson from interfering 

111 th the rlght or farmers to elect WhomeTer thq UT cboqae to 

farmer-committees, in either tCMnship or COUDQ' COJilDitteu. 

S. Clrmting at pq raise to postal e~~ployeea atd other federal 

workers to et higher 11 'Ying costa. 

S«latCII' llwlphrey1a 'Yiait to &ftl'q tar a street .. ting wu 

arr ged by Vic Jude, rig~ oou.nt7 DlL chaii'IUII. !he visi\ wu 

pmot at a tut tour ot rig~ count:r, w.l. th ai.Wllar meetings in 

Delano, Jlontroee, llonrd Lake, Cokato, .l&ple LaD, acl tinalq a 

dinner md evening rally in BUttalo Lake. 

·: # #1111##11 
' 

(EDI TCE s · ·Highl.i hts t1 Bu.ttalo Lalc8 talk haTe been 8ent you in a 

•, 



FOR RElEASE TlllRSllAI 1 SEP! .)0 

J'roma Volunteers fer RUJBpbrey 
Ci tizem' Colllllli ttee 
1722 Hennepin .lyenue 
Mlnnupolls, anesota 

Uni tad States Senataro Hubert H. llwlphrey brought bis cupaign 

tor re-eleetim into Howard Lake ndq afternoon, re'f'i.elfing bia record 

in the Congress and asking for a vote ot confi dence. 

U a De ocratic major ity is elected to the Oongras in OYeJiber, 

Senator Hallphrey promised, tbe;y 'Vlill ift •top priorit,-• toa 

1. Restori nc tara prioe aupparts to 90 par cent t1 pari'Q'. 

2. Raising indi Tidual 1nco11e tax uemptiona • • ... 170M 

mq share equal.ll' in \u nduationa. 

3. Adoption ot a food at811p plan to m1ca uH ot food 

C»undanoe aaong ID8Il1 women, and chU.dren oo publlc unatanoe or old 

age pensiona. 

4. leming Seoretary ot jpiaultun Benson from interfering 

111 th the r i gbt at far•r• to ele at llhoMTer they _, cbooae \o 

tarmer-coDIIIitteea, in either township ar cou.nt)" co..tttoes. 

S. Oranting ot pa;y raiH to postal euployees and other 

federal Wal"kers to ••t higher Urtrc cons. 

Senator Huphl'q' a Tie i t to Honrd Lake t~ a •treat •eting 

was U"l'&nged b7 Vic Jude, right count,.. Dli. ch&lrmm. The Tisit 

markad the balt-1Ja7 poin\ at a tut tour at Wright count,-, with 

aimi.lar JDHtinga in llontrose, Delano, &ftrq, Cokato, le Lake, 

ard .f'J.nal.l1" a dinner and eftDing ral.q in luttalo Lab. 

1111 11 111 11 



SPl!l;IAL 'fOe COUTO ERPRISE 

, 
Proaa Volunteus tar ~brttY' 

Ci tisena 1 Commit-He 
1122 Bcnepin AYenue 
Jf1nneapol1a, JB.nneaata 

FOR REI.EASE THURSDAr, 

UDit.ed S\atu ·Senator Hubert H. llalt>hnT brough\ his OUipa1 

tor re-el.eotion into Cokato Jlond.lf' afternoon, nv1P1ng his noarc:l ill 

the Congreaa and uld.ng tor a vote ot cmf'i denoe. 

.)0 

U a Daocratic ajority ia ell crMd to the Congnas 1n 

NOYember, Senator llwDpbre7 prOIIi ... , tbiiT will gift •top prioriQ'" toa 

1. Reatoring tara pri• aupport.a to 90 pw eent ot paritf7. 

2. Raising indindual inoo ta exanptiona so nw;rcme 

-., share equal.q in tax ndu.e\10118 • 

) • .Adoption at a food at811p plAn. to ma.ke use ot too4 

abundaDoe amonc •n, woMn, and. children on publie uaiatanoe or 

old - pensions. 

4. leDning S.CI'et&17' ot Agricultun Benson trom in~ering 

With the right ot farmers to elect whomeftl" the7...,. ohooM to 

tanmo-committeea, in either township or coun\7 c~tteea. 

S. Or 111 ot pq r&1.ae to postal e!llplay-eea aud o\lwr 

tederalworara to ..t bigbar lirtnc coats. 

s.nat• ~bl'e7' s nai t to Cokato tal'· a street •etiq 

wu arranged lJT Vic Jude, right coun'Q' DPL cb.a:1run., !he Visit 

ll&rbd the balt_... point ot a tut tour ot Wrig~ cou~~V, n th 

ailllilar •etinga in DelanJb, Jfonboae1 &ftl"]T, Boward .t.Jce, 

Maple Lake, and tinAl]3' a dinner and eYening r~ in Bunale Laka~ 

## #### # # 



TO; 

lroa• Volllll\een tor Hwaphrq 
1722 Hennepin A'renue 
ll:llmeapoll•, llinnesota 

FOB RELEASE THURSDAY, S · 40 

United S~ates Senator Ruben H. lfuphN.f brought hi• O,Upaign 

for re-election into llapla Lake ndq att.ernoon, reT.l.fting hi• neoN 

in the Congr••• and uking ta. a vote c4 conti4enoe. 

I! a Delll001"81o majoriV i • elsnecl to the Congnu in 

November, Senator ~hrq proml.aed, they will gift •top priori'\7• 'o• 
1. Re•tori.nc tU'II prioe nppans to 90 pa od at pari.V'. -2 Raising indi Yidu -

~ •bare equalq in <tax Nduo\iou. 

,. Adoption ot a food nap plan to maka uae ot toocl abundanoe 

&110111 ~, wo.n, mel cbil.c:tren on publie usi nan.oe ~ old age pen~~iona. 

k. Banning Secr8'tU7 ot Ap1.oultun Ben•on troa 1ntertm.ng 

With tha right ot ta:rmel's to elan wh~r they .., chooM te 

f&1'JWI'ooe0llllli"-•• in ei ther township ar oountr co.S.t"-• 

S. Orm·Una ot PIF l"&'l•e to ponal eJII)l01'M• md "'_. 

feder al warker• to ..-t bigber liT.I.ng coe'U. 

Senator aw.>hn:Y'• Tisit M Maple Lake t~ a nnn ..tiDe 

wu al"''anpd bT Vio JW, l"igh\ ccamv DrL chail"'uD. !M Tisit 

... ana ot a • .n .. in a tan tour ot righ\ oounv, w1 th aimila' 

Jl8etinp in Delano, 

tinalJT a dinn81" ancl eT&ning r~ in luttalo z.u. 

' ' '' '' 



FOR LEASE TBURSDAI, . Er. 30 

Froaaa Volunteel'e f.ar ey 
Citizen•' Committee 
1722 Ba epih jr' ue 
Minneapolis, esota 

United States Sen&tOJ" Hnbel't B. ~hnT brou£b' hil eapaip 

f~ ,..lection into Wrilh\ OOWltlr Moadtr, alieatq a tan tour ot 

tbe .,.. 111.th a publie ..tiq ia lattalo tba n1glft. 

Senatar llupbftT IIppe ... d a •en.- ot fta'eet •etinp ill 

Delano, ntr .. e, W-.,)T, H.,..,._ LM., CekGo ad lllpla LaD, betan 

oomnc to Battalo ta. a 6al0 p.a, cliDDR ... tine d DW.'• cat• 

11114 a publio ..tina in tbe hip ..._,1 •cl1'01'iu d 8 p.a. !he 

Buffalo T18i' .... a'l'anged bT rr.u bJ'nolds, Me~Ntar,r-ti'Mnl'el' 

~ tbe Wl"igt$ COilllV D-P-1. Co-.,tee. 

18nnina hi• ,..OJid in tbe Oonpe•• ad Uld.q tor a T$ 

ot cont1._.., Se~ ...._,_.. outliMd tbe n.....u. pnpu 1a 

• ..-1• fll. ...... 'Y1•1••· 
It a IMIIOOI'atie ujor11;J' i1 e:a..Md '• tbe Conan•• in No,..._., 

Senator Ba..,bn7 pro.s.led, t~ wt.u g1w •top Pl'ior.tv• tea 

1. Benal'inl tara Pl'i• ·nppaftl '• 90 ~ oent ot pmtT. 

2. Wnna indiT1dual.i111o. 'a ~ion• •o ..,..,.ODe ., 
~. 

), Moption ot a toOII n ... plaD ,. Mke 11M ol food ~-

aonc ~, wo~, md childz!en oa putal11 ~rut•• at1 •K ap pennou. 

4. Bazming Searet&rT ot jpticult e BeoaoQ. .from int..terinc 

1111. th tbe right ot tu.re to ale ct llbouver ttuv _,. chOOIJe to ,....,_ 

coiiiDI1ttee•1 in e1 the!' t0111ship ~ count7 c01111d.tteea. 

S, .,.ating ot ptq raise to poatal employee• and other federal 

110rkera to 118et higher l iving coat•. 
111 1111####1111 1 

TOaiDITOR ........ Senatar Hu.lpphl'e,r'a I'U&I'D at Buttalo •etina an sn nJtzed 
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