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A COORDINATED long-range campaign in the health field is absolutely necessary, to turn the tide against the devastating cost of disease and sickness. The cost to this country every year be·cause of ill health (much of which could be prevented and much of which could be cured more readily) is $30,000,· 000,000 at a minimum. If we want to do something to bolster up the overall economic strength of this country, let us attack this problem and attack it vigorously. I regret to say that there is little show of concern at the governmental levels in the United States today about this problem. I do not believe that the federal government should do all of it. I do not believe that the federal government should see to it that everybody is taken care of as he would like to be taken care of. 
I believe that in America the principle of voluntary association can work, does work, and ought to be promoted to work. Government has the role of encouraging the proper type of environment for our great voluntary groups, our cooperatives, our splendid organizations of people uniting and working together for common purposes. 

There are four basic problems of health which face American society. I mentioned them in a 1954 address and they're still here, and they're here in an aggravated environment. 
First, the high cost of medical care. For those who can afford it (and there are many, do not 

misunderstand me) it is not high, but in the most prosperous year of our economy, one-sixth of the American people are living on what we call a subsistence income or less-one-sixth of the American families. We have not banished p r o v e r t y from our midst. We do not have economic equality yet in our country. We have made tremendous strides, tremendous gains, and no country in the world can claim the accomplishments that we have already been able to fulfill . But this should not stop us from further progress. I am a liberal in politics and I hope in my general orientation and attitude and I say that there are always new challenges, there are always new horizons, there are new problems that have to be met. There's always work for yet unborn generations. The interesting thing about democratic living is that work is never done, that there's something yet to be done, and we must establish higher standards of performance and accomplishments each year, each decade, each generation, each century. This keeps the old spirit warm, and keeps you wanting to do your job. 

Better Distribution Needed 
THE SECOND very serious problem in health matters is maldistribution-the improper or inadequate distribution of medical facilities. More than 1,000 counties in the United States of America have no public health services whatsoever. Thousands of communites in this country are without doctors. A larger number are without hosiptal facilities. But the fact that there are over a thousand counties without p u b I i c health facilities is shocking. Fortunately we in Con-
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gress in recent years have tried to do something about this, by extra funds and appropriations to expand our p u b I i c health work. 

The third basic problem is the shortage of qualified person!lel. Modern medical science reqmres h i g h 1 y competent,. techmcally and scientifically trai:r:ed. people. There's no use of bh!lkmg our (•yes to the fact or trYil}-g to sa;y that it isn't here, that It doesn. t exist. The truth is that there IS a great shortage of doctor~, ~en· tists, nurses, medical tec~mcians, sanitary engineers, public health officers, in the United States of America to meet our standards. There's an even greater shortage if we are going to do what we are going to be corlwelle~ to do, if we're going to wm this strJ!g· gle for freedom with an effective international program. Senator William Benton, former senat~ll' from Connecticut, spent some _siX weeks to two months studym_g 
Soviet education and commU!li· cation and he came back WI_th startling r e p o r t s . The Sovi~t Union is outstripping us today_ m the development and edu!!~twn of . scientists and techmcians. What's more, every _young f!lan or woman who goes n~to. a scientific program of trammg a_nd education is required to g~ve three years of his life to service wherever his govern~e~t sends him. They have a distmct ad· 

vantage in this cold ~ar, i? this conflict of ideologies, m thi~ new strategy of theirs of t~e S!Bile on one hand and effective mfiltr~tion and movement of economic and social patterns on the. other. If we Americans are gomg to meet t h i s challenge, we are going to have to do _it with the principle of voluntansm. Whe~e are we going to get the ~echm· cians? Where are we gomg to aet the doctors? Where are we g 0 i n g to get the nurses, the 
health officex:s, and the _others to do our job, to meet this threat, this competition, unless _we tool up for the job? The phil<?sophy of scarcity has no room m the modern world. We ought to be thinking in terms of ab~ndance of every conceivable attnbute of our economy. Abundance of food 
and fibres, abundance of manu· factured and proces~ed goods, abundance of educatw_n, abundance of qualified,. tramed personnel. Abundance IS the wordthe watchword today of a progressive, free societ:(. We've got to get rid of the antiquated, outdated ill-conceived thoughts of c-carcity of giving many benefits to a few and denying the mB;ny, or providing for the ma~y JUSt a few of the benefits of llfe. 

Promise of Research 
HE FOURTH basic p~oblem is the need to expan

1
dd reT d it How I wish all of you cou see ~o~~aJ~1~t~:~~~g:~o l~~·~!u~~~t~;s hf~61~ th~ ~:~~in~l~f~ w~r~ in my office and ~hey said they had come on eir 

own hoping to visit the natwnal er research mental health reinstitutes . of h~alth. W:ondt~f~~ ;earch neu;ological disease re-research IS gomg on I~ 0 ·earch' fabulous scientific experrental s This. isn't the way that you laboratories, but we nee t mor~ make America strong. You pinch of it. It is false economy 0 cu a cnn and lose a life. Congress health budgets, and you oug~1 lufs- se~n fit to restore some of tc know that they've ?een cu i those untimely and unwise cuts Budget after budget m hrecen but Congress will do no more years has cut heart researc , can-
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than you want it to do. There's 
been an atmosphere in recent 
years that we ought not to dis· 
cuss these things, that there 
ought not to be any controversy. 
But controversies, conflicts of 
ideas, are the very life. blood of 
a free society. And we ought to 
be talking, we ought to be un· 
derstanding, we ought to seek 
out facts. I haven't heard from a 
dozen people in the state of Min· 
nesota, with the exception of doc
tors and university professors in 
the field of medicine, a b o u t 
health problems in the last year. 
Is it any wonder that Congress 
isn't doing anything in the field 
of health legislation? The mail 
fails to indicate a problem. But 
don't tell me that the problems 
aren't here! I've traveled about 
this country enough to know 
that there are serious problems 
of health, serious problems of air 
pollution, serious problems of 
water contamination. For ex
ample, the mighty 'Potomac, the 
beautiful Potomac, is the most 
polluted river in the United 

States of America, flowing right 
through the nation's capital! And 
here stands the United States 
telling the people over in Iran 
and in Iraq that they ought to 
clean up the Euphrates. I sug
gest we clean up the Potomac, as 
a beginning. 

I am convinced that we need 
an all-out stepped-up effort of 
federal, state and local govern
ment. private groups, medical 
schools, doctors, health associ
ations, all working together. 
There is no conflict of interest 
here. 

I don't think many Americans 
really appreciate the role of the 
federal government in such mat
te;·s. Before I came out here, I 
wrote to the Library of Congress, 
which is one of the greatest in
stitutions of research and learn
ing in the fields of the humani
ties, the social sciences, and the 
physical sciences, in the world. 
I asked for a little review of the 
federal government's r o 1 e in 
health matters. I got a document 
that was about 160 pages long. 

U. S. Record of Health 

IN BROAD principles, the United States government has 
participated very extensively in the nation's health 

activities in a great variety of ways, going way back. 
There's nothing new about this. Every time I hear some
one say, "When the goverment gets involved, it's social
ism," I say, "Are you calling 
George Washington a socialist? 
Remember that the United States 
Public Health Service started 
right off with the first adminis
tration with the beginning of 
this republic. I just can't believe 
that George was a Marxist or a 
socialist. I figure he was 100 per 
cent American, and he knew we 
needed health care." 

First, your federal goverment 
participates by the direct provi
sion of health services, construc
tion and maintenance of facili
ties, and the conduct of research. 
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Second it makes extensive grants 
of funds to states, chiefly for aid 
in medical care and certain pub
lic assistance grants, for con
struction of hospitals and for aid 
to the public health programs. 
Third, it grants fellowships to 
individuals and private organ
izations for h e a 1 t h research. 
Fourth, it is concerned with the 
regulation of environmental con
ditions which c o u 1 d impair 
health. Fifth, it does planning 
and administers aid related to 
heatlh care during disasters. Fi-

nally, your federal goverment 
makes extensive contributions to 
health programs of other nations, 
through foreign economic assist
ance and international health 
activities. 

I was privileged to address the 
Citizens' C o m m i t t e e for the 
World Health Organization in 
Kansas City in November on this 
very topic. It's a thrilling topic 
and I was tremendously inspired 
by the thought that we've been 
able to help other people, to save 
their lives. As Americans we can 
all be proud that our government 
has really practiced the spirit of 
the Good Samaritan. We have 
saved the lives of millions and 
millions of children in this world, 
by our government, by our 
science, and the application of 
science. 

Socialized Medicine 

I am proud that I have been 
able to live in this decade, in a 
decade in which we are led to 
believe that there is more sin 
and evil than ever before, and in 
which I believe there's been more 
good than ever before. 

We live today in an · era of 
human history which is some
what motivated and filled by the 
love of man and by faith in God, 
and I think those are two univer
sally accepted principles. To be 
sure, at times we deviate, but we 
know when we do that we're 
wrong. Our government, our great 
organization of cooperatives, our 
labor movement, yes, our busi
ness groups, have spent millions 
of dollars to alleviate the suffer
ings of our fellowmen and wo
men throughout the world. It's 
good. We ought to be proud. 

H ERE ARE some other facts: About 7,000,000 of us, 
fellow Americans, red-blooded, healthy Americans, 

are fully entitled to receive all of our medical care from 
federal agencies-7,000,000. These are chiefly members of 
the armed forces, veterans with service-connected dis
abilities, and many, many more 
with non-service connected dis
abilities. I think it's good. And I 
am happy that our veterans' 
hospitals have improved. I am 
happy that the quality of medi
cal care is better, and I am happy 
to say that the government of 
the United States is not going to 
renege on its obligations to the 
veterans of the United States of 
America. 

Between 40 and 50 per cent of 
all medical research expendi
tures in America are now under
written or contributed by the 
federal government-between 40 
and 50 per cent of all medical re
search, by your federal govern
ment. In 1953 the federally own
ed and operated hospitals ac
counted for 13 per cent of the 
nation's hospital bed capacity. 
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It is up to about 14 per cent now. 
State and local governments con
trol 58 per cent. So over 70 per 
cent of all the hospital beds in 
the United States of America are 
owned by federal, state, and lo
cal goverments-owned and op
erated. 

In addition from 1946 to 1955 
federal grants under the Hill
Burton Act for hospital construc
tion were over $700,000,000. And 
this year another $100,000,000 or 
more will be added, so that at 
the end of 1956 approximately 
$800,000,000 of federal funds, tax
payers funds, will have gone into 
hospitals. This represents one
third of the total construction 
cost of all new hosi.>itals partici
pating under this program since 
1947. 



Your federal goverment is also 
doing wonderful things today in 
the field of atomic energy. We 
recently had Mr. Murray, the 
senior member of the Atomic 
Enezgy Commission, before our 
.special committee on disarma
ment. We asked him questions 
about the peaceful use of atomic 
energy. There are wonders yet 
to be unfolded in this tremen
dous development of a t 0 m i c 
energy and fissionable materials, 
in the field of nuclear science, 
new miracles that are yet to be 
brought to the attention of the 
American people. I think that we 
are entering upon a wonderful 
era, if we can but keep peace 
and concentrate our attention on 
building rather than destroying. 
Average federal expenditures for 
international organizations in 
the field of health were between 
12 and 13 millions of dollars from 
1953 to 1955. This made up 49 per 
cent of the total health budget 
of all of these international or-

ganizations- World Health Or
ganization, United Nations In
ternational Children's Emergency 
Fund. If you want to sometime 
read a thrilling story, read of 
the work of UNICEF. In our own 
program of International Coop
eration Administration, we've 
helped in country after country 
to establish public health offices, 
sanitation facilities. Your gov
ernment has done this. In addi
tion, the federal government 
spent an average of about $30,-
000,000, or about twice as much 
as on the international level just 
for our direct foreign health aid 
through our own immediate ef
·forts. Total federal health ex
penditures in 1954 were $2,200,-
000,000. That's what your govern
ment spent! This is 3 per cent of 
the total federal budget for 1954, 
and if you add disability and 
compensation matters, it amounts 
to about 6 per cent of the total 
federal budget. 

Our Total Medicine Bill 

SO WE'RE doing quite a little, and yet there is so much 
more to do. 
Our total medical care bill alone, just medical care, not 

involving loss of employment, is $15,000,000,000 a year at 
a minimum. This has quadrupled in the last 25 years while 
the per capita expenditure has 
trebled and the proportionate 
total spent from taxes has more 
than doubled. About 5 per cent 
of our total national income is 
going for medical purposes. The 
underlying demand for these in
creases in expenditures will con
tinue to expand. I shall continue 
to approve of these demands. 
About 6 per cent of our people 
are sharing in some f o r m of 
health insurance. Millions who 
now have a little health insur
ance want more of it, and mil
lions who have no health insur
ance want some of it. 
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The non-profit plans, nu:h liS the one 
here that ·we are discuuing, the grellt 
Group Health program, sponsored by 
unions, employers, cooperati11es, or com• 
munities, are making steady but real 
headway as is witnessed by tbis gather
ing. 

I said a while ago that we had 
a maldistribution of medical fa
cilities and a shortage of doctors. 
We have about 200,000 physi
cians today attempting to serve 
165,000,000 American people. As 
I pointed out, rural communities 
by the thousands have no doctors 
or hospitals. R u r a I America 

simply hasn't had in · many in
stances the opportunity to bene
fit, or to . utilize the benefits .of 
modern medicine. Yet two-thirds 
of the counties of the United 
States of America are predomi-
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nantly rural. I have tried to help 
a little bit in this through the 
cooperation and assistance of the 
Cooperatives of America. Jerry 
Voorhis has worked with me on 
this problem particularly. 

Voluntary Health Facilities Bill 

I HAVE offered a bill about which I have talked to this 
organization on other occasions, known as the Voluntary 

Medical or Health Facilities Bill. How I wish we could get 
it passed! I'm going to tell you something-it will never· 
pass until the people want it. I shall continue to introduce 
it as long as I am in the Senate, 
because I believe in it. This Vol
untary Health Facilities Bill 
would make available federal 
funds for purposes of loans on 
the principle of the R.E.A.: 35-
year loans at 3 per cent interest 
for voluntary non-profit groups 
at a community level to build a 
community clinic, to provide a 
modern medical laboratory, to 
provide a, limited number of hos
pital beds-six, ten or twelve, 
what may be necessary for the 
emergency needs of that com
munity. 

It seems to me that the Volun
tary Health Facilities program is 
essential if we're going to broad
en the base of modern medical 
care. I hope that you continue 
your interest in it and do not 
let it subside. All of these loans 
are repayable. I am not advocat
ing any extensive grant in this 
area. We've put it all on the 
basis of repayable loans, where 
th_e _community could open up a 
chmc available to the hospitals 
of the community so that the 
people in that community would 
have the kind of facilities which 
are so important if modern med
ical care is to be brought to the 
general public. 

We need immediately a legis
lative program designed to train 
more doctors, nurses and public 
health officials. Those bills are 
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in Congress! Have you written to· 
your congressman about this? 
Have you written to your sena
tor? Have you written to the 
President of the United States 
about this? It takes more than 
lip service to get a medical pro
gram, a comprehensive health 
program adopted in this country. 
It takes more than pious pro
nouncements. It takes dedication, 
work, and follow-through. Don't 
expect your elected officials to 
do it without your request, de
mand, and enthusiastic support. 

We have bills in Congress to 
expand the medical facilities, to 
train m o r e doctors, dentists, 
nurses and medical technicians. 
We have bills in Congress to ex
pand our public health, too. I 
am proud to be the co-sponsor or 
author of these particular bills. 
In most instances. Senator Hill of 
Alabama is the main sponsor be
cause he fs chairman of the 
Labor and Public Welfare Com
mittee of the Senate. 

We need scholarships to stimu
late enrollment in medical 
schools, not only federal and 
state level scholarships, but priv
ate scholarships, more voluntary 
participation, m ore individual 
participation. We need grants to 
states to train practical nurses. 
We also need a much greater and 



.expanded hospital construction 
program, not only in terms of 
general hospitals and in terms 
of specific types of clinic. 

We need hospitals for the 
chronically ill, and we need 
mental hospitals. We need them 
desperately. When is America 
going to rise out of its lethargy 
about its mentally ill? There are 
thousands of our fellow citizens 
who need medical care. They can 
be cured! They are being wasted. 

"I·hey're being denied the bless
ings of good living because we 
do nothing about. it! 

There's hardly a family in a 
neighborhood that doesn't have 
some cross to bear because of ill· 
ness. Some crippled child, some 
mentally disturbed brother or 
sister or relative or friend . And 
yet what we do is say we can't 
afford it. 

We can afford it! This country 
wastes more money at race 
tracks than it spends on its total 
hospital program. We can afford 
it . We spend more money for 
commercial entertainment and 
alcoholic beverages in one year 
than the total cost of all medi· 
cal care in the United States of 
America. I'm not here to tell you 
what you ought not to do. I will, 
however, say what we should do. 
If somebody says to you that we 

can't afford a new hospital, our 
government can't afford a better 
mental health program, you say, 
"Yes we can." When somebody 
proposes a program to benefit 
some poor down-and-out soul, 
somebody who is sick, they say, 
"Why, look at that spender! He 
just doesn't care about the treas
ury." 

The treasury is no better than 
the people. I am much more in· 
terested in balanced lives than I 
am in one of those double-entry 
bookkeeping items in Washing
ton. I am interested in balanced 
homes, in a balanced economy, 
in a balance of power in the 
world, and a sense of balance 
and security in our respective 
households. The way we get it is 
to get at these grave ills, social 
and physical, that beset us. To
day I mentioned the physical ills 
that beset us and what we can 
do is in our own hands. We can 
do as we will, if we have the will 
and determination to do it. 
Thank God that Group Health 
has demonstrated that determin
tion, and may I say to you that 
you must continue because you 
are going to bring the blessings 
of better living to thousands and 
thousands of homes if you are 
dedicated, and if you are willing 
to crusade for what you stand for. 

GROUP HEALTH MUTUAL, INC. 

GROUP HEALTH AssociATION 
2500 COMO AVENUE, ST. PAUL I, MINNESOTA 
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Address by Hon. Hubert H. Huaphre7 
at the 17th Annual Meeting of Group Health 
April 11, 1956 

It i a ir:deed a deligh t to be back here in St . Paul, Mi nnesota to apeak 

to my triems, officers, delegatee ard parti cipants of t he great Group Health 

organi zation in this midveat . Of course I am particular~ fond of the state 

of 1innesota , ani i f I seem t o emphasize the fact that we think ve are sort 

of responsibl e f or all this, I hope our f r iends from Washington, Michigan, 

Wisconsin an:l elsewhere will be urrieretan:ling in spirit. We are Mt brag ingJ 

ve 1 re juat stating facta . We don 1 t want to butt in, but ve would like to aort 

ot emphasise this. 

I vas happy aga i n to shar thie platform with Fred Gram, your f riend 

ar:d mine for so mal\T years, with qor Dillon-I 1mow I 8ll not supposed to 

participate in local politics, end I ' m not goi ng to. I will just say it will 

be aw1'ully nice to join t;,ayor Dillon in July. I have alW&TB had great confidem 

in tbe judgaent of the people of St. Paul, an:l I shall continue to ve it. 

Doctor Chieholm, we are singularly honored by your presence here in our s tate , 

am I know that tonight you are going to speak one of the moat intol'll8tive 

and inspiring addresses tba.t this group has ever been privU.eged to hear, ard 

I hope tbat I shall be able to sper:rl enou time tonight with you to a t least 

get in on the highlights. I have a very active day, however. Last ni ht I 

spoke in Chicago 'Where I was t he principal speaker at t he Na t i onal Honorary 

Forenaic Society, the Delta Sigma Roe. They were giving us citations for sa.-

thi ng or othe r ani there were a number t here--bi shops, by the wa:y, or churches, 

senators, judges of the supreme court. We had quite a day, -uite an evening. 

I was supposed to take t he 11:10 train in. I issed it by three minutes am 
was abl e t o get hold of a much later airplane am c8J!Bin here about .3:00 a.m. 

this morning. c star ted having our first rourrl of breakfasts is morning 

about a quart r t o e i ght, am I have ei ther been eating or talking ever since, 
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and both of them I am an exp rt in-both • trieDde, ani if I have al\Y enemiea, 

admit that (a.t l•et 11\r oPPoeition). 

Tht.s is the 17th ann 1al gatherln of Group Hulth, arrl I couldn't help 

bein remirded a moment ago, George ,, of a number o.f earlier meetings that I 

participated in. It was nothing like tbia. There vas the epirit, there vae 

tbe will and the desire am the deteraination, but the membership eeemed to be 

juet a little bit more scattered am not quite so flourishing aa I see it todq. 

But George Jacobson has stuck by hu jo) am he doesn't tlMd to be known aa 

rs. Dorothy Jacobson, either--and I have t he greatest admirat i on tor Dorothy. 

If there e'V'Elr vas a pair that make a good team, it ie George ani Dorothy, and 

I am .proud to share in their friemahip . I t ie a singular honor to me . George, 

I want to sq that your determination, your persevere nee, your dedication ani 

the dedicAtion of your board, or your officers, am of tboae wbo have attUiated 

vitb TOU have •de this treiiBDdOUS growth or Group Health poesible, am here 

we are todq with over 50,000 families incorporated into this wonderf ul, voluntary 

health association, over .110,000 people receiving the aoet up-to-date, liOdern 

am vordertul medical care that modern medical science can priYide, am I predict 

that this ill but the beginning. It the people of Minnesota should be good to 

JDe ani the Lord v1ll1.ng, I will be back here ten years tram now, and I predict 

that you will have 2001 000 or more families in t his organisation am be serv-

ing anywhere from one-f ourth of a Jdllion ot one-half of a million people in 

the Group Health program. Naturally, t his is all to the good, because this 

is \POluntary action and there is nothi:tJR more democratic, nothi.ng more American, 

nothing more pro-freedom aoo pro-in:iividualism than when people associate 

together for common good arxl c01111110n objectives, and that is exactly what you 

have been doing . Now t his new building that we are so proud ot 1a going to 
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ban a modern ~~edicQl clinic. It is a tribute (I won't say a monument because 

a monument gene-rall.y 1Diioates something that baa passed \ieyotrl or bas lett 

us), but it surely is a testimonial to the fai tb and de tend nation of the 

people associated with Group Health to bUild-ao1 I would like to brand this 

organization today as The Builders, 'lbe Creators, the people o iM~~nation 

arrl vision, who are willing to do something fo r themselves, 'Who are willing 

not to wait for somebod7 els to pick up the burden and to suffer the reeponei

billty, but to do something for theuelves. Anj whatever critics there are of 

this organisation, I would like to relllind them that here we see people from 

all walks of life who didn't wait to hnve somebody else do it for the~ but 

who 1-eaolved that t hey would meet their ovn probleu bead on, am that t hey 

would not onl~ meet them, but conquer them.. That is what you have done. You 

ought to be pr9ud, arrl I hope that you are, and that you will carry t his 

~~essege with pride aoo with huaillt7 to our friends ani neighbors throughout 

the whole country. I visited the Group Health activities out on the west 

coast in ...,eattle, Wash1rwton and I surely want to tell you that they are 

a~~~asing, am ve are delighted to have representatives of your state trom that 

wonderful organiaation. I unierstand, Mr • .,1arble, that wcy shortl.T there ie 

going to be a meeting similar to this in Grand Rapids, Michigan and the great 

governor of t hat etate, Governor WilliRms, will be there to bring a message 

of welcome am re tinge arrl reaff:irmation. I know that Orville Freeman would 

have lnved to have been here todayr a nd may I say that we are pretty good 

friends and when he can't be here to bring his own greetings, I bring thea 

for h111l1 arld if I can • t be there, he brings mine. Now this is sort of a 

standing understanding. 

Now let me just tal to you just a little bit about some of the medical 

probleu as I see them, and I want first to confess 117 llmitationa. I am not 

an expert in this .f'ieldJ I do not claim to be. I am just an interested citisen. 
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I would seek more information so that I can know better what to do. From 

your organisation I have gained a great deal of information. I want you to 

know tbat George Jacobson has ahared vi th me from t 1me to time the deYelopmenta 

in this organization of Group Health, kept me posted, giving me ideas on 

legislat ion matters in Washington, aoo, George, i t has been mighty helpful, 

aM I want to express publicly my apprecis tion am gratitude. A member of 

the aerate bas maey responsibilities. I 've got to digress am tell you f olks 

how nice it is to get home am bow much I lo~ to get back here, but how 

dif.ficult it is o The pressures on a legielator these days are heavy. I am not 

complaining. If you think I am, try to take the job away from Jll6 am see what 

happens o Our 118.il i s he a~; we have a large number of visi tore whom we try 

to see . For tour months I hs"ve held hearlngs or participated in heari~s on 

the !arm bill, four months without stopping. For f our weeks debates without 

leaving t he floor of the Senate for any period o · time at all, except to have 

lunch or when we recessed, arrl I am haPPY' to say that regardle ss of wha t has 

been printed in the press or heard over the radio, the Co.ngrese of the Uni ted 

States has done someth in of benefit to merican agriculture , am if there 

ever was a t ime that pe r severing paid off , jus t being plain stubborn and not 

giving up, it vas on t h: s farm bill. We wer e licked as no group of people 

were ewr licked the f irst week; but we don't die quietly ani we stayed by 

our guns just like you vi th this organization deepi te the barrage of propa

ganda , despite th determined efforts of t hose who felt to t he contrary, we 

vere able to deliv r the fiotory, ani I am proud of i t. Arrl I will tell you, 

my friends, there isn't anything you gain i n lif that you don't wor k f or, 

an,ything that is worthwhile, am you have to h tbe faith, you have to have 

the belie f , you have to have the dedication, you have the have the wUlingnese 

to "'i ve your all or i t ien 1 t going to happen, thou 1 one in a whil e there rtJIJ.7 

be a miracle . Well, Oeo~e just asked '· what that means i n imome to .farmers. 
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It means from two am one-halt to three billion dollars additional iroome. 

And it is a good bill. But I didn't come here to talk to you about the farm . 

bill . There are a lot of other people talki atout it. Beliew me, I want 

to say that if anythi ie done to i t, there 1.8 oing to be quite 8 fight 

because I have sp nt, as om member of Co ress , tour lone ,.ears, dq and 

night, hun1reds of mee tings, thousarxia of atheringe, fighting or what I 

felt was a reasonable piece of farm legislation am I don 't i nterd to have 

it tipped owr b;y editorlal.a, coluanists, co11111.entators and vetoes. So you u.y 

hear from me again. 

Now I ca~~e here to tal to you about health a rrl I am goirg to do it . 

A coordinated long-range campaign in the health field t. &beolute~ neoeaaar,y, 

ladies and gentlemen, to turn the tide against the deTUtat1ng coat ot disease 

and sickness. The cost to this country every year because of ill health 

(IIDch of which could be prevented am much or which could be cured 110re readily) 

am the total cost to the ADlE!rican econOJV is )O,ooo,ooo,ooo at a minimlllll. 

Nov i f we want to do somethi~ to bolster up the overall econo11ic strength 

or this count:r;r, let us attack th s problem and attack it rlgorously. I regret 

to srq that there is little show of concern at the governnental levels in the 

United States today about th i s problem am , lest anybody misinterpret me, I 

a111 not one who believes that the federal eoverrment should do all or it. I 

am not one who believes that the federal government should se to it that 

everybody' is taken care of aa e would like to be taken care ot. I believe 

that in America t he principle or voluntary aeaociation can work, does work, 

and ought to be promoted to work, am govermnent has the role of encouraging 

the proper type of environment for our great voluntary groups, our cooperatives, 

our splendid organisat ioM of people uniting and working together for co.non 

purposes . 

Nov tl1ere are four basic problems of health whi ch f ao.e American soc ety. 

I mentioned th 8 to you, I believe , in my sp ech of 1954. 'lhoae problema are 
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still vith ua. I mentioned them then and they're still here, am they're here 

in an aggravated emriro~nt. First, the high coat or llledienl ca.re. Now for. 

those who can afford it (am there are liiBJV, do not misurderatand me) 1t is 

not high, but I would remind you that in the moat prosperous year of our 

economy', one-sixth of the 1\merican people are li nng on vbat we call a. sub

sistence inoome or less-one-sixth of t he American families, ladies and 

gentlemen! e have not banished poverty from our midst. )Je do not haw 

economic equality yet in our country. Wi.'Ve made tremeooous strides, tremendous 

gaina, aai no countey in the 'WOrld can claim the acccmpliabments tba. t we haYe 

alread7 been able to fulfill. But this should not prevent us, nor i.JIIpede us 

trom oving torward . I am a liberal in politics and I hope in • general 

orientat1on am attitude, and I say that there are always new challe~es, 

there are always new horboDB, there are DBW' problelll8 that have to be 111t. 

There'll always work for yet unborn generations. The interesting thing about 

de110eratic living is that work is newr do12, that theft' 11 aoaeth~ yet to be 

done, am we must establish higher standards of performance ard acc~lishments 

each year, each decade, each generation, each c ntuey. This keeps the old 

spirit vana, and keeps you wanting to do your job. 

The first problem, as I say, is the hi . h coat of medical cal"fl. The 

secom, and very serious, problem in health matters is the maldistribution, 

the improper or the inadequate distribution or JEdical facilities. Ladies 

am gentlelllEln, over 1,000 counties in the United State11 of q.rica haw no 

public health services whatsoever. There are tbouaalris of co..unities in 

this country that are without doctors. There are a larger number without hos

pital tacilitie11. But the tact that there are over a thousand counties with

out public health facilities is a shocking fact. Now ~ortunate~ 1n Congress 

in recent ;years we have tried to do something about tbia, br extra. tun:is am 

appropriations to exparxi our public health vork. 
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The third. bast e problem is the shortage of qualified personnel. Modern 

•dic.al ecienae requi.rea highly competent, technically trained, soientiticall¥ 

trai~d people, and the:re 1 e no use o· blinking OUP eye a to the taot or trying 

to eq that it isn't here, that it doesn't exist. The truth 11 that there i.e 

a great shortage of doctors, dentists, nurses, medical teo.hr:rl.ciana, eanitary 

engineers, public health officers, in the United States of Ataeriea to meet ov 

standards. And, ladies and gentlelle'n, there' a an even greater shortage if we 

are going to do what we are going to be compelled to do,. i f ve 're going to 

win t.hie struggle tor freedom. There' a an even greater shortage of these 

trained scientists and tecbn1ciane and medical officers i we arc going t o 

oon:iuct an e fectivc intern.tttional progrut. 1 eaid to an audience laat night 

that the SoViet Union (ani ls.di.es and ge-ntleaten, let's mt blink our eyes to 

the aocompliahments that have taken place there. Se!llltor William Benton, former 

senator fro. Connecticut, spent SOJJI8 ei:x weeks to two aontha studying nothing 

but Soviet educetion and communication aal he came beck With stal'tling reports, 

ae have other~), the SoTi.et Union ia outetripping us today in the development 

and the education ot scient.iats and technicians, ani what's more, eftJ"T young 

•n or woman whD goes in to a scientific program of training ani education 1a 

required to gi Ytl three years of hie life to any place o£ service where hia 

goverJlliBnt af!nJis him. The7 have a. di•tirlct adTantage, then, in this cold war, 

i n this eon!llct of ideologies, in this new s·trate17 of the ire of t he nile 

on the one hand and effective infiltration and movement of economics and eocial 

patterns on the other. Now here we are, tree Americans, and if we t>re going to 

meet this challenge, we ar,e going to have to do it Vith the primciple or wlun

tarism. And I aek you, when; are lfe going to get the technicians? l'lhere are 

we going to g,et the doctors? ~1b.ere are we going to get the nurses, the health 

officers, and the others to do our job, to meet this threat, or thia competition, 

put it that ~, unless we tool up for the job? The ,pb.ilosopey of acal'City 
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has no ro0111 in the modern world. W ought to be thinking in terms or abul!ldaDCe 

ot every conceivable attribute of our economy. Abur.danoe of' food am tibree,

abundame of manufactured am procetleed goods, abumanee of education, abumance 

of qualified; trained personnel. Abumance, ay friems, is the word•-the 

watchword today of a progress.i ve, troee society, arrl we've got to get rid of 

these antiquated, outdated , ill-conceived thoughts or scarcity, of giving 

uey benefits to a few and deeyi.ng the maey, or providing for the MIJT just 

a few of the benefits of life. 

Am finally, t e fo UPth basic J"Oblem, as I se it, today is the need 

to expend research. We can do it . Oh, how I wish all of you could see tl ose 

great national institutes of health in Washingto n, D. c. Just yesterday- before 

I left to fly out last night to Chicago, thre or the doctors trom the ttay'o 

Clinic were in my .of:f i.ce and they said they had cotne of their ovn hoping to 

rlsit the great national institutes o health. Worr.ierful facilities. This 1e 

your goverment. Worxierful resea.reh going on in thoee fabulous scientif ic 

e.xperilaental laboratories, but we need more of it. Ladies and gentlemen, I 

say to you that it is false economy to cut health budgets, am you ought to 

know that they've been cutl I can't emphuise the political part of this, 

but facta are facta. 7he truth is that budget after budget in n~cent yeare 

has cut heart research, cancer research, Mntal health research, neurological 

diaease researe·h . This isn't the way that you •ke AIIE!rica strong. You pinah 

a pelll\Y and lose a life. '!bank goodness the Congreea has seen t1 t to restore 

some of those untimely am u nwiae cuts. But Congress Will do no JIOX'El than you 

want it to do. Congress is repreaentati'm government and what I'm beginning 

to worry about is the people are becomir1g sOIIJ!lwhat unconcerned about what we 

are doing in Congress. There's been an atmosphere in recent ~are that we 

ought not to discuss· these thinge, that there ou ht not to be arv controversy. 
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Ladies arrl gentlemen, controvera:l.ea, conf'licts of ideas are the -.ery lite

blood of a tree society. And we ought to be talking, we oug t to be un:ier

etarxiing, we ought to see out facta . I haven't heard from a dosen people 

in the state of inn eota, with the exception o doctors and university pro

fessors in the fi l d of medicine, abo t health probleu in the last yeaF. Ie 

it an;r worrlcr t h the Congress isn't doing anything i n the field of health 

legielation? There B ems to be no problem. Ant don't tell me that the 

problerns aren't bere! Becs.uee I•ve traveled about this country enough to 

know that there are serious problems of heal th, aerio a problems of air 

pollution, serious problema o water contaminstion.--,!agine, for example, the 

ldght7 Potoaac, too beautiful PotOII&.c ., the most polluted river in the United 

States of ADterica, nmnng rir,h t through the nation's capital! rxi here starrla 

the United States tel liD« the people over in Iran and in Iraq that they ought 

to clean 'Up the Euphrates. I suggest we clean up the P.ot-omac, as a beeinni~. 

I am. convinced that What we need is an ell-out effort, a stepped-up 

e ffort, of federal, state arrl l al goverment, printe groups, medioal eohoole, 

doctor~:~, health a.aeoc a ·.iona, all wordng together. '!'here ia no confiict of 

interest here . If we ouit fighting and concentrate on the common. objectives, 

how much better we would ~. I don't think ny America~ really ap recie te 

the rcle of the federal government in such matters, ard I will tell you whet 

I did before I came out here . I wrote to t he Library of Congress . (It's an 

amasing institution. Any time you think your senator really knows something, 

you know he got 1 t from the Ubrary of Congress • And an,t11 e ,.lfl' of you v nt 

to know so t hing on a complicated problem, let us know , txl we '11 get it trom 

the Library of Congress . It 's one of the greatetlt i stitutions of research 

and learning in tbe fields o.f the humanities, in the social sciences, in the 

sciences, in t he world .) When I wrote them I said I would like to have a 

little review of the fed ral government's role in health matters. An:!, ot 
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course, I got a docUMent that was about a humred am sixty some pages lone, 

and I shall only read about 140 ot thea to you right now. No, I paraphrased 

it, arrl I've corxiensed it down to about a page an:! a halt. Firat of all, 

in broad principles, the United Stetea government has participated very 

extensiwly in the nation's health activities in a great nriety of vaya, 

going way back. '!here 's nothlng IEW about this. Every tiroe I hear eomeone 

SS¥ 1 "When the government gets involwd, it's socialua," I say, "Are you 

calling George Washington a socialist? Because naember, the United Statea 

Public Health Service started right off with the first adainis·tration of the 

go'ftrment, right out with the beginning of this republic. And l just can't 

believe that George vas a Marxist o.r a .socialist, au:l I kim or figure he was 

pretty much a loo% American, but he knew ve needed health care." 

Firat, yo r federal gove;rJ~t~ent participates by the direct provision 

of health services, construction am aaintenance of facilities, and the con

duct of research. Secon:t]¥, extensive grants ot f'unia to states, chietq tor 

aid in medical care am certain public asaiatanoe grants, for co111tructicn of 

hospi tala an:i tor aid to the public health prograu. Thirdly, grants of 

tellowshipa to in:lividuala and private organizati on& tor heAlth research. 

'ourth)1', the regulation of enviromental conditiona which could impair health 

( they could do something more out in Los Angeles with the saoc). Fi:ve, plan

n.ing am aid related t o hea.lth care during disasters. Am finally, your 

federal goverQment makes extensive coutributiopa to health prograas of other 

nations, to foreign economic assistance au::! international or multilateral 

health actinties. Arxl, George, I think you may recall when I was pri'rlleged 

to address t he Citisens' CoJDittee !or the World Health Organization in 

Kansas City in November on this very topic (it's a thrilling topic) 1 I just 

became so tilled up with it--to know that we've been able to help other 

people, to eave t heir lives. An:i fellow Americans , you ought to be proud 
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70u ought to be proud that your go~rnaent has real}¥ practiced the spirit 

or the Good Sa:mari tan. \ole haw saved the 11 Yes of llilliona an:i Jd.lliona ot 

children in this world, b7 our govermnent, by our science, or by the applica

tion of science, which is aomevb~t universal. Ard I am so proud that I have 

been able to live in this decade, in a decade in which we are led to believe 

that there is more sin and evil than ever before, am in vhich I believe 

there's been mo.re good than ever before. Am I tell you, if you don't beliew 

it, you read Winston Churchill's writings in LIFE aagasine about how those 

old British kings a.rxi Frenoh kings used to 11 ve, and the nobility. They were 

constant]¥ aspssinating om another; they were in constant war am struggle 

am intrigue. Thank goodneea we now live in an era ot hUII&n history which ia 

sOIDBw.'1at IIOtivated am filled by the love o! •n am by faith in God, ant I 

think those ~r two acceptable am pretty well universally accepted priroiples. 

To b sure, at timH ve deviate, but we know when n do that we're wro • Am 

your govel'llilent, your great organiution ot oooperati.T&s,. our labor mowaent, 

yes, our business groups, have spent humreds of thousarxls, yea, aillions ot 

dollars to alleviate the aufferinga of our fellowmen and women tbrouchout the 

world. It 's good. We ought to 1:-,e proud . Inatead some say we waat.ed it-

waste goea 1nto the garbage can. Who doesn't waste'? It's an old A•rican 

cust011. As a matter of f'ac,t, U' we didn't waste a bit, businees wouldn•t be 

so good. 

Now here are some other faotsa About 7,000,000 ot us, fellow Amer1oaM, 

red-blooded; healthy Americans, are tully entitled to recei ve all ot our medical 

care trom federal agenoies-7 ,000,000. These are chiei'ly' members of the armed 

forces, veterans w1. th aer'Yice-conneoted disabilities, ani •IV', UJV 110re w1 th 

non-servicA connected disabilities. Am I am glad. I think it's good. An:i 

I am happy that our veterans hospitals have improved. I am happy that the 
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quality of medical care ie better alii I as:n happy to sq that the goverl'l!'l nt 

o£ the United States ia not going to reDBge on ita obligations to the ftteran~t. 

of the United States of America. Between ho am $0 per cent of all medical 

research expetx11 turee in America are now 1.m:lerwr1 t ten or contributed by the 

federal government--between 40 am 50 per cent o£ all medical research, by 

your federal governme n.t. In 19$3 the federally owned am operated boap1 tale 

accounted for 1.3 per cent of the nation's hospital bed capacity. It is up 

to about 14 per cent nov, with state and local goverments, $8 per oent. So 

over 10 per cent of all the hospital beds in the United States of America 

are owned by federal, state, an:i local govermaents-cnmed ani operated. I 

don't know what you want to call that. But I want to sa:r to you, 'llfl friends, 

the7 work jWI t aa good and they're serving people . All to the good. In 

addition from l9la6 to 19$$ federal grants under the Hill-Burton Act tar ho.spital 

oonetruction were over 700,0001 000. ADi' this year another · 100,000,000 or 

more vill be added, so that at the end of 19S6 approximately $800,0001000 ·Of 

federal fume, taxpa7e.re tlmds, vill haw gone into hoapi tala. New this repre

sent• one-third or the total construction coat ot all new hospi tale participating 

under thi s program aime 1947. Ani your federal goverliD8nt is doing worxlerful 

things today i n the field of &tomio energy. Onl7 788terday, T'.o.uraday ,aorning1 

we had Mr. Murray 1 the senior uaber of the Atomic Energy C..Uaaion, before 

our special cORDi ttee Oll dinnaament. We asked biJa questions about t.he peacef ul 

use of atomic energy, and, ladies and gentlemen, there are yet womera to be 

unfolded in thie treaendous development of atolllie energy am tisionable Eterials, 

in the field of nuclear science, new miracles tbs.t are yet to be brought to 

the attention of the American people. I think that we ai'El entering upon a 

won:lerful era, it we can but keep peace am concentrate our attention on building 

rather than destroying. 

Now the average federAl expend t ures (and I am tryi nv to· ma e this a 
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little educational as well as rhetorical), the average federal ex:pelditurea 

tor 19~3 am 'S4 am into •ss ror international organizations in the tield 

of health were between 12 ard 1.3 millions of dollars, about $121700,000. .'ow 

this made up halt, L.9 per cent, of the totll.l health budget of all of these 

internntionsl organizations--World Health Organization, UNICEF (lnited Nations 

Interne t ions.l Children 's E rgency Fum). Am ladies and gentlemen; what a 

wonderful organbation! If you want to sometime read a t..hrilling story, read 

of the wor . of UNICEF . In our own pro11ram of ICA , Interna.tional Cooperatiw 

Alliance, we've helped in oountry after ccrunt%'7 to establ'!ah public health 

of.ficee, s nitation facilities. Your governnent ha.s done this. In addition, 

the federal government spent an average of about ti>30,0001000, or abQut tvice 

as -.such as on the interr.ationnl level ,just tor our direot foreign health aid 

through our own i~diate efforts. Total federal health expe!X11tu.res in 1954 

were !,2oo,ooo,ooo-.that's whet 7our goftrnrnent spent! This ill 3 per cent 

of the t.ote.l re ere.l b 1dget for 19$L., ard if you add disabUitr and compenaation 

matters in it, it amounts to about 6 per cent of tbe total federal budget. 

So may I eay tt> you we're doinc quite • Uttle; end yet then ie 8Q 

D!tloh more to be done. Now thi s wide-spread participation by govei"nrr'.ent bas not, 

as you em I know, a 10eeeded in fin:! ing all the answers, 80 there 'a aore to do. 

Our total medic 1 oar bill alone just. medical ca . not involving 1.-oas of 

eJnployment , ie lS,ooo,ooo,ooo a year at ' mini.Jmla. This total expemiture 

haa q,uadruoled in the last 25 years, and the per capita. expemiture .. , tirebled 

and the proportionate total spent f rom taxes MOre than doubled. There's about 

5 per cant of our total mtione.l inoome going !or -.edical purposes. Nov the 

umerly1.ng demaro for these iooreases in expemiturea will continue to ezpam 

and I shall approve of these deJMrda. ow abou.t 6 per cent or our people are 

sharing in some tom of health insurance. Millions who now have a little health 
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1naurai3Ce want •re ot it, am aillions who have no heal tb insurance want 80118 

ot it. The non-profit plana, sueh as the one here that we are. diseusaing, the 

great Group Heal tb program., apbrliSored by unions, emplOTers, coopera.ti ves, or 

cOJIIr.lUnities, are maldn steady but real head1187 as ie vitmeae b,y thia ptbering. 

Now ladies and gentlemen, ae I bring this to a conclusion (and I know 

that tirue has run out) 1 I would just like to ntion one or two ilaediate iJD-. 

prQJ.eJMJnte the t I think ue eould make . I said a while ago that we had a mal

distribution o aedical fac1.litiee and a shortage of doctors. We haw flbout 

200,000 pby'eicie.ns today attemptirlf, to serve 165,000,000 Amerioan people, and 

as ! pointed out, rural cownunitiee by the thousands have no doctoro or hoepi tala. 

Rul"al America oillply he.sn't had in m&I'.\Y instance:; the opportunity to benefit, or 

to tilir.e t he benefi ts of modern medicine. .And yet two-thirde ot the counties 

o the United States of Ataer1ea arc predomineut)¥ rural. I hsve tried to belp 

a little bit in this t hrough the coopei'ation aoo nssistance of the cooperatives 

of .Amerioa_,(Jerry Voorhis has wo-rked with me on this problem particularly) and 

I have offered a bi.ll about ltlich I have talked to this org&liiv..ation on other 

occasions, known as the Voluntar,y Medical or Hea lth Facilities Bill. Ho I 

wish ve could get it passed! I'm goi to tell you solttlthing--it will never 

pass until t he people want it. I shall continue to i .troduce it 118 lon , as 

I fUll 1.n the Senate, because I belie'Wl in it. What this Voluntnry Health 

Facilities Bill. does is to make available federal f ums !or purposes of loans· 

on the principle of the R.E.A., 35 ~ar loans at 3 per cent interest f. or volunt.ary 

non-profit grot pe at a ·co•unity l evel to build e community clinic, to provide 

a modern medical l.IAboratory, to proVide a limite number of hospital beds-sf.¥, 

ten or tlieln, vhat m.ay be necessary tor the needs of that eo~U~unity in an 

emergency fashion. Am it seems to me that the Voluntr. r;T Health Facilities 

program i.e so eesen·tial if we're going to broaden the base of modern medical 

eare. Am I hope that you continue to have your interest in 1 t ard not let it 

subside. All of these loans are repayable. I am not ad?Ocating aey extensive 
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grant in thie area. I think, George, that you mentioned to me once that in 

-v firet bill there were grants inv:ol ved 1 but we 1 ve put it all on the basis 

of loans, repqable loane, where the oomunity could open up a cllnic available 

to the hospitals o the comm.unit7 eo that the people in that o011111unity would 

have the kind of facilities which are so important if modern medical car e ie 

to be brought to the general public. 

Uow as I conclude t h1.s message, l et .me say thi s: We need imr.lediately 

a legislative pragram. designed to train more doctors, nurses and public health 

officials. Am, lac:liea ard gentlemen, thoee billa are in Congress! Have you 

written to your congress11111n about t his? Have you written to your senator? Have 

you written to the President of the United States about thia? It ta es more 

than lip service to get a medical program, a comprehensive health program 

adopted.in this country. It takes more than pious pronouncements. It takea 

dedication, work, and follow-through. Don't expect your elected officials to 

do it vi tbout your request, demam, end enthusiastic support. We haw bills 

in Co~reaa to exparrl the medical facilities, to train more doctors, de tista, 

nurses and medical technicians . e heve billa in Congress to expam our publie 

health, too . I am proud to be the co-sponsor or a.uthor of these particular 

bills. In most irwtances Senator Hill of. Alabama 1e the main sponeor beeause 

he ie chairman of t he Labor imd Public Welfare Committee of the Senate. We 

need scholarships to stiiDulate enrolbl!nt in medical schools, not only for 

federal and state level scholarahips, but private acholarahips, aore voluntary 

participation, more individual participation. e need grants to states to train 

practical nurses. We also need a much greater and expanded hospi tal colitiruction 

progl"am, not only in terms of general hospi tala anc in terms of a specif ic type 

of clinic, but we need hospitals for the chroni cally ill, ladies and gentlemen, 

and we need mental hospitals . We need t hem desperately. When is America goi~ 

to rise out of its letharu about its mentally i ll? This is disgrace. There, 



Address by Senator Humphrey Page 16 

are thoueams of our fellow ci tisens who need medical care. They can be· cured 1 

They are being wasted. They're being denied the blessings o good living. Why? 

Because we do nothin to stop itl We tal , talk, talk about the •mtally ill 

ani we're short of hospital facil ities . 'I'here 'a hardly a f amily ill a neighbor

hood that doesn't have· sorre cross to bear because of ill ness. Some crippled 

child, so , Mentally disturbed brother or sister or relative or friend. Ard 

yet what we do ·s say we can't a f f ord it . Ladies and gentlemen, we can afford 

it! This country wastes more money at race tracks than it sperr::ls on ita total 

hospital pro ram. \1e can afford it. We spen:i more money for commercial enter

tainment aui alcoholic beverages in one year than the total cost ·Of all medical 

care in t h United St ates of Ameri ca . I 1m not here to tell you what you ou ht 

not to do. I am here , however, to say what we should do. I'll here to tell 

you that there are things we oan do and you 1 re doing 1 t, to be sure 1 but you 

MT see somebody that you can talk to about this. So i f somebody says to you 

t hat we can't afford a new hospital, our .government can't afford a better mental 

health program, you say, "Yes we can." I •m not one that doesn 't believ in 

foreign aid or Military seouri ty, as you know, because I do. But, ladies arrl 

gen.tleJSen, just recently Iaw an exhibition of what you call •1smanagenaent 

with over 300,0001 000 worth of planes that were constructed and will never 

fly an inch off the ground because they put too small an engine in th planes, 

arxl I didn't hear much protest from the public. I didn't get two letters from 

the whole state of Hinmsota. And yet when somebody proposes a program to benefit 

some poor down-and-out soul, somebody that is sick, they say, uWhy, loo.k at that 

spen:ier! He just doesn't care about the treasury. 11 But the treasury is no 

better than the people . I am much more interested in balanced lives, ladies 

and gentlemen, than I am in one of thos double-entry bookkeeping entries in 

Washingt on. Arxl I a interested i n balaooed homee, i n a balanced econoJey", in 

I 
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a balame or power in the wcrld, ani a sense of balance of security i n our 

respective households. And the way we get it is to get at t hes grave ills, · 

social and physical ills that beset us. 'foday I mentioned the physical ills 

that beset us and what we can do is i n our own hams. We can do a.s we will, 

if we have the vlll n1 determination to do it. Thank God that Group ealth 

has demonstrated thn t determination, and may I say to you tha t y ou must continue 

because you are going t o bring the blessings of better living to t housands 

and thousands of homes i f you are dedicated and 1f you are willing to crusade 

for what you stam tor. 

I 
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NATION MUST TURN TIDE AGAINST HUGE HEALTH LOSSES 1 SENATOR HUMPHREY SAYS 

A co-ordinated, long-range nati,n-wide campaign to "turn the tide aga~nst our 

devastating $30 billion annual health costs in human suffering and economic loss" 

was called for by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.,Minn.) yesterday in an address be-

fore the Group Health Institute banquet in St. Paul. 

"Four basic problems of health which faced American society when I last addres
sed this group two years ago have not diminished," Senator Humphrey declared. 
These proplems were and still are; 

"1. the high cost of medical care; 
"2. the mal-distribution of medical facilities; 
"3. the shortage of qualified personnel; 
"4. the need to expand research and conquer disease. 

"I am convinced that nothing short of an all-out effort on the federal, state, 
and local level can turn the tide against this challenge, " Senator Humphrey de
clared. 

All of' this is true, the Senator continued, "despite the very considerable re
cord which the federal government in particular has made in the whole field in re
~ent years to assist the states, the voluntary agencies, and our great medical pro
fession in promoting better health." 

!n a comprehensive review of' the present scope and significance of' Federal 

participation in health activities, Senator Humphrey stated that many Americans do 

not fully appreciate the role which has already been staked out for Federal assis-

tance in the health field. 

"The United States Government has participated in the nation's health activi
ties in a great variety of' ways. Included among them are (1) the direct provision 
of' health services, construction and maintenance of' facilities, and conduct of' re
search; (2) grants to stat es chiefly for aid in the medical care of certain public 
assistance clients, for construction of hospitals, and for a id to public health pro
grams; (3) grants and fellowships to individua ls and private (chiefly non-profit) 
organizations for health research; (4) regulation of environmental conditions 
which could impair health; (5) planning and a id related to health care during dis
asters; (6) contributions to health programs of other nations through foreign 
economic assistance and international or multi-lateral health activities." 

Senator Humphrey summa.riz.ed~ the over-all picture of Federal health activities 

during the past ten years as follows: 

"About 7 million of us are fully entitled to receive our medical care from 
Federal agencies (chiefly members of the Armed Forces and veterans wi th service~ 
connected disabilities).. Between 40 and 50 percent of' all medical research expen-
11 i tures in America are contributed by the· Federal Government. In 1953 Fedez·ally 
owned and operated hoppitals accounted for 13 percent of the nation's hospital bed 
~apacity with State and local government ho~p1tals accounting for an additional 58 
per-cent. 

"ln addition, from 1946 to mid-1954, Fedel'al grants under the Hospital Survey 
and Construction (Hill-Burton) program of' about $630 million were made to about 
one-third of all non-Federal hospitals constructed during this period. They accoun
t ed, for this group of new hospitals given grants, for~out one-third of total con
struction costs. Regulatory activities of the Federal government extended over a 
numberof foods, drugs and other therapeutic preparations, over safety in public 
trana~ortatinn, and, to a lesser degree, over industrial safety and health. There 
was an increaeLng impact of atomic and nuclear energy on both Federal research 
activities and disas~~r planning. 
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"Average Federal expenditures of $12.7 million in 1953 and 1954 for health 
' activities of international organizations, while appearing to be rather modest, 
made up almost half (49%) of the total health budgets of these organizations. In 
addition, the Federal government spent an average of $23·9 million, or not quite 
t~ice as much, in direct foreign health aid through the Foreign Operations Adminis
tration. Total Federal health expenditures l tD 1954 of almost $2.2 billion repre
sented about 3 percent of the ictal Federal budget forl954, If disability pension 
and compensation payments of about $2 billion are added to health expenditures, 
this total ~ould represent about 6 percent of the Federal budget." 

But this ~idespread intervention of government has not yet succeeded in achiev
ing an adequate ans~er to our maJor national health problems, Senator Humphrey de
clared. "The popular demand for medical service is one of the most important and 
inescapable new elements in the situation. Our toaal medical care bill is no~ 
about $15 billion a year. The total expenditure has quadrupled during the last 25 
years, the per capita expenditure has trebled, the proportion of the total spent 
from taxes has more than doubled, and a larger percentage (5% instead of 4%) of our 
total national income goes for m~dical purposes. The underlying demanmfor these 
increases in expenditure ~ill continue, and I approve of thcee demands," the 
Senator stated. 

"About 60~ of our people are reached by some health in
surance, but the dominant kinds of health insurance 
plans open the door only to limited medical services 
and provide only partial protection against medical 
costs. Millions ~ho no~ have a little health insur
ance ~ant more of it. Millions ~ho have no health 
insurance ~ant some of it. Non-profit plans sponsored 
by unions, employers, cooperatives, or communities are 
making slo~ by real head~ay in their endeavor to demon
strate that comprehensive medical services and hospit
alization are insurable at reasonable cost ~hen pro
fessional services and consumers' payments are both 
organized for that purpose. I think it should be the 
obligation of government at all levels to assist 
these voluntary methods," the Senator continued. 

Senator Humphrey noted the special problems of health insurance for the aged, 
disability insurance, tax-supported mental health services, and insurance pro
grams for government employees. He emphasized the various devices ~hich have been 
employed and may be enlarged to meet various health problems: tax examption for 
medical expenses, the issue of insurance vs. taxation, dealing directly with the 
shortage of professional personnel and facilities, aiding medical and dental school 
finances, providing federal assistance for Public health. He stressed the economic 
values of certain health legislation: the significance of rel~bilitiation, indus
trial health services, scientific research. He gave a detailed report on his o~n 
activities in the health legislative field during the present 84th Congress. At 
the moment, legislation is pending or has been completed in Congress on seven 
measures sponsored or co-sponsored by Senator Humphrey. 

"I am earnestly hopeful for action on these bills during the present session 
of Congress," Senator Humphrey stated. 

"But values as well as the limits of legislation in health matters musb be 
recognized," the Senator concluded. "Educational ~ork is as important as legis
lative, and must be directed to~ards both the consumers and the providers of ser
vices. Sound technical guidance in the organization of services and in effective 
and economical methods of prepayment should come from specia lists employed by 
aon-profit agencies, private or public, rather than from commercial sources. Since 
health programs are no~ clearly matters of public concern, educational efforts 
must inform and guide us in the light of practical exper~ence so that legislation 
by national and state governments may be consistent ~ith the mantenance of personal 
responsibility for health, ~ith the continued operation and promotion of voluntary 
agencies, with professional freedom safeguarded, and with an improved rate of 
scientific advao:~.ce in the entire mecliaal field." 
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