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SECRETARY BENSON 1 S ?HALO 1 BADLY TL.RNISHED > SENATOR HUT'J?HREY CEAP.GES 

Secretary of Agricultur e Benson 1s s e lf-a dopted 11 ha l o 11 has be en tarnished 

and discre dite d by 11 h:"~s negl ect of his duty to pr otect our f a r m economy, h i s 

b ung l ing mi:Jr.J.a~1ag ome-:.-:-. of ':;ho authority Congr ess has give.c.. l:i.rn, ar.d his obvio'J.s 

willingn ess to peq:et;uate f':c-audul ant m:y1:hs in a des pe r ::t te 8"C-'~r> rr.i:J "G t o h ..:.de h.Ls 

own f a ilure, 11 Senator Hubert H. Humphr ey, member of the Sena ~E.. Committee on 

Agr iculture and For estry, declared i n a Fa r mers 1 llar ket Da.y add.ces s a t St ephen, 

Mar shall County .• a t noon to day~ 

"Any cabinet officer who braz en l y di storts the f a cts in a futil e a ttempt at self· ·justification9 an d who r esorts to name- ca lling aga ins t hi s crit i cs instead of being wi lling to deba te tho i ssues fair ly and squar e ly .~ is unworthy of the confidence of th e Amer ica n peopl e , 11 Senator Humphrey decla r ed . 

11 And any Pr es ident who named such a c abinet of f ic e r an d who rea ffirms his confidence i n him i n spite of t he·overwhe lming evi dence of his incompet ence is n o longer entitled to your sup port 1 wh ether you a r e Republ ico.n or Democro. t, '' Senator Humphrey declared . 

He vigorously a t tacked Secr etary Benson fo r char a cterizing his crit ics 

as 11 a f ew would-be Socia li s ts whose name s I woul d not mention11 in a r ecent 

address b efor e the Jlinneanolis Gra i n Exchange 9 

11 If disagr eeing with Secreta ry Benson mak es a man a s oc i a list , there a re more socialists in the ~ ·Ti dwest than I want t o give the s oc i a list pa:Pty cr edit for," Senator Humphr ey s a i d . 11 I f tha t is wha t Secretar y Benson t h inks of those who d iffe r wi th h i m, then it is t i me the Republican Party did some house cleaning in its own r a nks ~- for he i s r eb uking and insulting Hi dwe s t r epr esenta tives of his own party a t the v ery time President Eisenhower i s ca llin g fo r their r e - e lection . 11 

Sena.tor llumphroy s a i d Secret a r y Bens on has declined to f a ce h i m in public deba t e 11 becaus e he knows he is wrong , an d h e knovvs I can prove it11
• 

Ei nnesot a 1s DFL Sena tor assailed the 11 HcCa rthy11 technique be ing used by Benson's s on dur ing the curr ent campa i gno 

He quoted Reed Benson, son of the Secreta ry, an d a n empl oyee of the Republican Na tiona l Cormnittee , a s having charged i n Bloomingt on, Illinois, that the Democr a ts "left the Department of Agri cultur e riddl ed with communists a nd a 'time bomb of s ocia listie practice s 1, accor ding to the Bloomi n gton Punto.gr aph , whil e engaged in wha t young Ben$on describ ed as a "truth campai gn" . 

"If t hat 1s how litt l e r egard the Republicans have fort he t r uth, no body can b e lieve anything they s a y , "Senntor Humphr ey s o. i d G 

"For if the Dewocr8.ts l eft the Department of Agricult ur e r i ddl ed vrith Communists~ as Gocretar y Benson's son s ays , then they must b e still the r e -- fo r Secreta ry Benson ha s not got ri d of anyo 

"For t wo days aft er that cha r ge , n ewspa p er men pr es se d the Office of the Secreta ry a nd t he Depa r t ment 1s s ec urity off ic i a ls as to wh ether any comm.unists hav e been fir ed s i nce the Senior Bens on took office -- nn d so far no one has g iven an answer. 

11 How do you r econci l e such t ac tics with the myth of the gr ea l moral crusade Benson has cr eat e d a r ound hi n s e lf, a nd ·with the ha lo h e has adopt ed ? How do yo u r econcil e a Pr esident profes sing high pr inc i ples , whil e e:.nbr 0.c ing and support ing a cabine t officer per petrnt i ng de liber ft t e fra ud upon the A.rnerican peop l e about the •mess r h o supposedly i nherited?", Senat or Humphr ey a sked. 

''He did not 'inherit' any mess ,.. he cr ea t ed one1 with our f a r mer s suffering the cons equenc es a nd our entire economy paying the to ll." 
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GOP VICTORY WOULD BE 'GREEN LIGHT 1 FOR ATTAC K ON CO- OPS : HUJ'.PF.REY 

If Pr esident Eisenhower is returned to the Whit e Houso, farmers' 

co-operatives will be threatened with destructive t ax pol icies , Senator Hubert 

H. Hunphrey warned l as t night in an addr ess to a DFL r al ly at Climax, Hinnes ota , 

"Hinnes ota 1s f a r mers, already at a severe economic disadvantage 
in trying to absorb high oper atins costs in the fac e of declining farm prices, 
will find ther e is still worse to come ," Senator Hur:-tphrey declared . 

" Our farJ:;lers a r e seeking t o help thems elves the best they can through 
their loca l and r egional rn.a rket i ng and supply cooperatives." 

"But big business i nter ests ar e readying a new attack on the f ederal 
income tax status of the co-ops, and make no secret about pl ans to unleash it as 
soon a s the new Congr ess opens if the Republicans r eta i n the he l m of our 
government. 11 

11 They know they ~ave a sympathetic ear with Secretary of the Treasury 
Humphrey -- certainly no r elation to this Humphr ey -- and they a r e all set to 
drive co - ops to the wal l as soon as they get the chance ." 

"The battl e plnns haYe been prepare'd by the Nc.:H.ona l Tax Equality 
As socia-tion arui_t__h_e Q_us i ne_ss groups which su port it; al l they a r e wa iting 
is to be sur e they ar e backed up by an Admi nistration that cares mor e a=o=u=-~, 

business than i t does about f a rmers ." 

11 They know they will have that kind of an Administration if Ike is 
r e - el ected -- and they will r egL\ rd i t as a gr e0n light to ultimat e ly destory 
the effect iveness of all co- opera tives in s er ving their patroLs and the entire 
economy. 11 

Senator HlL'llphrey declar ed 11 every Democ ratic candidate is pledged to 

prote~t f a r me r co -operatives aga inst such attacks , and to seek to preserve for 

our producers the right to help themse lves by this l egitimat e ext ens ion of the 

free ent erprise sys t em. 11 

"Sec r etary of Agriculture Benson", Senator Humphr ey warned, 11was 

a lready he l ping lay the groundwork of under mining co-oper at ives by labeling them 

s oc i a lis tic. 11 • 
11 I t i s s. ll par t of the blueprint for once a ga in r etur n ing our fa rm 

economy to the full ner cy of the speculators under the guise of r estoring 'free 
markets 1 , a blueprint that includes pulling the rug out from under effec t ive price 
supports , getting rid of our publicly- ovmcd gr a in stor::tge f a ciliti es that enabl e 
t he farmer to avoid being forc ed to sell a ll of his commodi ties during depr essed 
prices at har vest time , and invoking discriminatory tax policies aga inst 
co- operatives to eliminate such f'c,rmer ... owned competiti on in the market in~; of 
commodities and the distribution of f a r mer s 1 suppli es , 11 Senator Hlli'llphrey declared . 

11 If they s ucceed1 t hey will set back our fnrm economy tvvo decade s -
and perhaps change forever the pattern of f amily f a r mi :1g as we know it 
want to preserve it today." 
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